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THE 


DEAN  of  COLERAINK 


BOOK        IX. 


MY  fears  were  foon  dlflipated,  by  meeting 
my  Lord  Tenermlll,  who  was  hurrying 
about  the  houfe  with  great  forwardnefs, 
and,  far  from  (hewing  any  coldnefs  at  my  approach, 
advanced  towards  me  with  an  air  that  proclaimed 
friendihip  and  fatisfa6lion.  As  1  expedcd  as  little  to 
find  in  him  an  appearance  of  joy  under  fuch  melancho- 
ly circumftanccs,  as  to  fee  him  fo  foon  return  to  Paris, 
my  furprife  fixed  me  in  the  place  in  which  I  firll  per- 
ceived him.  He  did  not  fron\  thence  appear  to  be  lefs 
eager  in  coming  up  to  me ;  and  embracing  me  with  tcn- 
dernefs,  his  firll  cxprefllons  were  made  up  of  thanks 
for  my  cares,  and  tellimonies  of  the  great  fatisfa6lion 
he  felt  at  his  fituation.  The  fquadron  he  was  in  had 
been  put  back  upon  our  coails,  by  a  ilorm  fo  vio- 
lent, that  many  fhips,  having  loit  their  raalU,  were 
A  z  forced 
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forced  to  return  to  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  to  rc/lt,  m 
order  to  proceed  on  their  voyage.  He  had  taken 
advantage  of  this  interval  to  make  a  journey  to  Paris, 

and,  without  flopping  at  the  Count  de  S '■ 's,  a- 

iighted  at  Fiacer's  houfe,  which  he  eafily  found  out, 
by  the  hints  I  had  given  him  in  my  laft  letter. 

This  recital  made  me  yet  only  comprehend  the 
occafion  of  his  journey  ;  and  his  joy  informed  me  at 
mod  of  the  renev/al  of  his  hopea-  But  far  from  fuf- 
fering  my  curiofity  to  languiHi  upon  the 'point  that 
was  capable  of  enlivening  it  mott,  he  continued  to  tell 
me,  without  giving  me  time  to  interrujvt  him,  that 
having  heard  of  the  death  of  Fincer  at  his  door,  he 
was  advertifed  at  the  fame  time  of  the  efcape  of  Pa- 
trick, and  of  the  caution  he  was  obliged  to  obferve 
in  relation  to  Sarah.  He  had  been  moved  at  the 
clifafter  of  Fincer  ;  but  it  being  fuitable  to  what  he 
looked  upon  as  a  flroke  too  favourable  for  his  hopes, 
to  be  too  much  afflifled  at  it,  he  had  gathered  from 
all  occurripg  circumllances,  that  this  accident  had 
been  no  lefs  a  deliverance  to  him  from  the  ever  for- 
midable competition  of  Patrick,  than  from  all  other 
obilacles  that  he  apprehended  from  a  furious  father. 
Then  informing  me,  that  my  filler  being  prefent  with 
Sarah,  he  had  managed  a  converfution  with  her  to  con- 
cert means  for  making  his  vifit  agreeable;  and,  under 
the  flattering  prepoffeflions  in  w'hich  Fincer's  daughter 
yet  was,  he  found  little  difficulty  in  giving  a  turn  to 
his  compliment  in  a  manner  proper  to  make  her  rc- 
lifh  it.  He  had  found  the  way  of  calming  her  ima- 
gination upon  the  fudden  retreat  of  Patrick  ;  and 
lookins;  upon  himfelf  already  as  interefted  in  the  good 
order  of  a  houfe,  of  which  he  doubted  no  longer  but 
he  fliould  foon  fee  himfelf  mafter,  he  had  began  to  af- 
fume  an  air  of  authority,  to  which  the  fervants  did 
not  fhew  any  rcludlance. 

There  was  nothing  in  this  detail  capable  of  aug- 
menting my  difquiet  ;  and  if  I  had  not  been  fcnfible 
of  fome  fhame,  in  moulding  together  fucceffivcly  {o 
many  oppofite  dcfires,  I  fhould,  on  the  contrary,  have 

wifhed 
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^^Illied  that  tlicfc  new  hopes  of  Tencrmill  fhould  meet 
with  all  the  fuccefs  that  might  have  filled  his  long- 
ing. I  explained  my  thoughts  to  him  in  thefc  terms, 
and  not  judging  my  prcfence  to  be  very  neceflary  to 
jhe  rcpole  of  Sarah,  I  excufed  myfclf  from  going  up 
to  her  apartment. 

The  return  of  Patrick's  valet  de  chambrc  was 
fpeedy  enough  to  fave  me  from  any  impatience  with 
which  I  fhould  have  waited  for  him.  The  uncertain- 
ty of  my  thoughts,  that  had  made  me  turn  my  firil 
fteps  towards  Fincer's  houfe,  had'  diminifhed  fome- 
thing  from  the  natural  ardour  which  I  always  felt 
for  the  interefl  of  Patrick  ;  but  now  not  finding  again 
any  thing  in  my  heart  fo  prefling  as  this  care,  1  ran 
immediately  to  his  valet,  as  foon  as  I  faw  him  at  a 
didancc..  It  feemed  to  me  to  b<s  a  matter  of  fuch 
importance  to  know  what  was  become  of  Mademoi- 

fclle  Dc  L ,  that  afking  him  no   other  account, 

I  made  him  twice  repeat  what  he  had  difcovercd 
about  that  article.  He  had  been  informed  at  the  con- 
vent, that  fhe  had  gone  from  thence  two  hours  before, 
and  that  in  taking  leave  of  the  fuperior,  fhe  had 
fhewn  fuch  marks  of  uncafinefs  and  precipitation, 
that  had  caufed  aftonifhment  through  all  the  family. 
She  had  not  taken  this  refolution,  till  after  having; 
fome  moments  converfation  with  the  man  fhe  ha«j 
employed;  but  they  could  not  difcover  whether  it  were 
from  grief  or  joy  fhe  had  fo  hallily  determined  to  be 
gone. 

I  rcfled  on  this  fingle  point,  which  raifcd  in  me 
a  thoufand  terrible  ideas,  from  a  forefight  of  all  the 
confequcnces  that  might  be  drawn  from  it.*  Gone 
with  fo  much  hafte,  and  fo  few  reflcclions !  and 
where  could  fhe  have  gone  to,  if  fhe  were  not  to 
Patrick,  who  without  doubt  had  difcovcred  that  fhe 
was  yet  at  Paris,  and  had  given  her  affurances  tljat 
flic  fhould  find  him  again  loving  and  faithful  ?  What 
•  appearance  was  there,  that  iii  the  refolution  they 
were  of  going  to  Germany,  they  had  deferred  one  mo- 
ment to  execute  it  after  their  reconciliation  .^  I  ai- 
A  3  ready 
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ready  fancied  them  at  a  great  diftance,  and  I  re- 
greted  bitterly  the  time  I  had  loft  in  my  ufelefs  con- 
verfation  with  Tcnermill. 

In  the  mean-time,  pierced  through  and  through 
with  this  fear,  I  made  hafte  to  their  houfe,  to  leara 
at  leaft  the  circumftances  of  their  departure.  The 
valet,  to  whom  I  had  imparted  my  thoughts,  and 
whom  they  had  alarmed  as  much  as  me  for  his  own 
iotereft,  anticipated  ftill  my  diligence,  and  was  at 
the  gate  ready  to  receive  me,  with  fome  difcoveries 
he  had  already  drawn  from  another  fervant.  They 
were  more  unlucky  than  any  thing  I  had  yet  dreaded; 
although  they  had  not  made  that  impreflion  on  him  ; 
fatisfied  enough  to  find  that  his  maftcr  was  not  yet 
gone,  and  counting  the  reft  for  nothing,  he  declared 
to  me  with"  a  cheerful  countenance,  that  far  from 
being  on  the  road  to  Germany,  he  was  in  the  midft 
of  the  delights  of  Paris  j  in  one   word,  that   he  was 

in    bed   with   Mademoifelle    De   L ,    and   that 

having  declared  their  marriage,  all  the  houfe  had  pre- 
pared themfelves  to  celebrate  it  witS  r^oicings  at 
their  upriftng. 

This  news  ftruck  me  with  fuch  an  extraordinary 
medley  of  furprife  and  grief,  that  not  having  power 
to  open  my  mouth,  I  continued  for  fome  time  leaning 
agalnft  the  gate,  without  being  able  to  give  an 
account  to  layfclf  of  the  divers  motions  that  difturb- 
ed  nie.  How  !  fo  near  the  unfortunate  Sarah,  and 
almoft  within  fight  of  the  dead  carcafe  of  Fincer, 
whom  hehadjuft  robbed  of  life,  as  much  as  if  he 
had  killed  him  with  his  own  hands  !  Ah  !  why  did 
not  they  go  immediately  to  Germany  ?  Why  did  they 
not  remove  themfelves  out  of  the  way  of  wit- 
nelTes,  whofe  prefence  ought  to  cover  them  with 
confufion,  and  overburthen  them  with  remorfe  ? 
Horrible  tranfport  of  an  imprudent  paflion,  which 
fhevvs  neither  decency  to  the  living,  nor  refpcdl  to 
the  dead  !  It  was  inwardly  that  I  abandoned  myfelf 
to  thefe  complaints  ;  for  I  was  furrounded  by  many 
fervants,  who  fecmed  to  wait  my  orders,  and  before 

whom 


The  Dean  ^Coleraine.         7 

whom  my  own  fhame  would  not  fuffer  me  to  make  a 
nolfe  with  my  thoughts.  It  came  into  my  mind, 
neverthclefs,  to  aflc  them,  If  they  had,  for  any  confi- 
derable  time,  been  abfent  from  their  mafter  and  mi- 
ll refs  ?  They  anfwcred.  That  they  had  only  juft 
come  out  of  the  apartment  ;  and  that  the  women  of 

Mademoifelle   De  L were   yet  there.      1  had 

then  a  return  of  hopes  ;  I  flattered  myfelf,  that  if  I 
made  hafte  to  appear,  I  fhould  come  foon  enough  to 
flop  a  rafli  couple,  who  might  be  yet  only  on  the 
edge  of  the  precipice. 

The  valet  dc  chambre  confented  to  admit  me, 
without  penetrating  my  views.  He  went  in  firlt,  and 
having  told  them  that  I  was  there,  I  heard  my  bro- 
ther anfwer  in  an  eafy  tone,  and  without  appear- 
ing to  have  weighed  the  matter  :  Shew  him  in  ;  with- 
out doubt,  he.  fhall  be  the  firfl  witnefs  of  my  hap- 
pinefs.  This  cafmefs  perfuaded  me  fully,  that  I  was 
not  come  too  late.  The  door  was  opened  to  me  ; 
but  with  what  anguifh  did  I  immediately  find,  that 
I  had  flat^^ed  myfelf  with  falfe  hopes  ?  I  faw  the 
two  lovers  peaceably  lying  in  a  very  indifferent  bed, 
that  they  had  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  them  m 
hafle.  The  vexation  I  as  yet  continued  under  at  this 
fcene,  could  not  make  me  be  filent  on  the  glare  that 
feemed  to  furround  them  in  their  fituation.  it  would 
little  become  me  to  attempt  a  defcription  of  this  na- 
ture ;  but  I  never  faw  a  more  perfect  image  of  joy 
and  happincfs. 

Neverthelcfs,  what  might  have  given  me  fatisfac- 
tion  in  other  circumftances,  helped  only  to  redouble 
the  forrowful  thoughts  with  which  I  was  now  pierced. 
I  approached  the  feat  of  their  pleafurcs,  and  giving 
little  attention  to  the  toying  of  Patrick,  who  was 
willing  to  perfuade  hlmfclf,  that  1  was  come  to 
wiih  him  joy  on  the  fucccfs  of  his  deiires,  and 
who  thanked  mc  for  it  with  afTcdtation,  I  obliged 
him  to  change  his  tone  and  language,  by  addrcHing 
him  in  a  difcourfc  more  fcrious  than  his  ;  1  leave  it 
to  Heaven,  faid  I,  to  judge  of  the  innocence  of  your 
A  4  condud. 
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coiidu^:,  and  at  a  time  when  my  reproaches  would 
be  as  unprofitable  as  my  counfels,  I  will  not  fatigue 
you  by  a  moral,  which  is  no  longer  feafonable  :  But 
what  time  and  what  place  have  you  chofen  to  aban- 
don yourfclves  to  plcafures  ?  Ah !  why  are  you  not 
in  the  remotell  part  of  Germany,  added  I,  giving 
greater  force  to  my  voice  and  looks  ?  wliy  have 
you  not  made  choice  of  another  place  than  this  to 
infult  an  unfortunate  woman,  whofe  defpair  you 
know,  and  the  memory  of  P'incer,  whofe  funeral 
they  are  this  moment  preparing?  You  know  not  how 
to  difguife  it,  that  the  death  of  the  father  is  your 
liandy-work  ;  and  in  the  condition  you  hare  left  the 
forrowful  daughter,  do  you  imagine  ftie  dan  be  long 
in  following  him  ?  Go,  be  gone  ;  what  pretence 
remains  for  you  to  be  in  a  place  that  you  have  filled 
with  horror  ?  Since  the  evil  is  at  the  full,  added  I,, 
fhedding  a  torrent  of  tears,  which  fuch  a  grievous 
idea  drew  from  me,  we  fhall  one  day  confider,  if 
your  new  engagements  can  be  reduced  to.  the  rules 
of  religion  and  honour:  But  go,  and  do  not  dravr 
upon  you  the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  and  of  men, 
by  all  thofe  evils  that  your  prefence  may  yet  caufc 
here. 

This  menace  was  a  fort  of  predi>5^ion.  Patrick 
paufvid  at  it  a  little,  and  I  was  myfelf  far  from  fore- 
feeing  that  it  would  be  verified  by  events,  which 
would  follow  it  fo  clofc  on  the  heels.  But  appear- 
ing neverthe'ffs  llruck  at  the  death  of  Fincer,  and 
the  fre(h  troubles  of  Sarah,  the  image  of  which  I 
had  laid  In  fuch  lively  colours  before  his  eyes,  he 
demanded  of  me  an  explanation  of  an  accident,  of 
which  he  wai  ignorant.  I  informed  him  of  all  the 
circumftances  of  it.  He  agreed  that  decency  fhould 
have  made  him  choofe  another  time  to  give  himfelf 
up  to  joys  ;  and  having  protefted,  that  he  had  but 
little  thoughts  of  fatisfying  his  paffion,  only  by  feal- 
ing  it  in  a  manner  irrevocable,  he  fecmed  difpofed 
to  leave  the  bed  oft-hand,  to  deliberate  with  mc 
upon  every  thing  he  had  juft  heard.     Maden^oifellc 
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Dc  L ,  in  whom  my  words  had   cauied  fomc 

confter nation,  prefTed  him  not  to  lofe  a  moment. 
I  went  into  the  antichambcr  to  give  them  liberty 
to  put  on  their  cloaths.  They  had  no  occalion, 
faid  they,  but  for  an  inftant.  Ncverthelefs  they  had 
fcarce  loft  fight  of  me,  when  falling  back  into  all 
their  weakneffes,  they  feemed  to  forget  that  I  was 
waiting  for  them.  I  had  patience  to  attend  for  above 
an  hour.  At  length  lamenting  for  them  their  infatu- 
ation, and  for  myfelf  an  cxccfs  of  com.plaifance, 
which  made  mc  lofe  time  ncceffary  for  other  cares, 
1  called  for  a  pen,  which  1  made  ufc  of  to  explain 
my  laft  thoughts.  After  I  had  reproached  them 
with  the  hurry  of  an  imprudent  palTion,  which  gave 
me  room  to  expe<5l  nothing  more  confiderate,  or  more 
moderate  for  the  time  to  come,  I  repeated  the  adr 
vice  I  had  giren  them  at  coming  out  of  their  cham- 
l)er,  and  upon  the  whole  recomm.ended  them  to  op- 
pofc  the  intention  of  their  fervants,  who  thought  of 
celebrating  their  joy,  by  noify  and  glaring  mirth. 
Remove  yourfclvcs,  faid  I,  for  your  own  proper 
fafety,  which  is  not  fo  exempt  from  danger  at  Paris 
as  you  would  rcprefcnt  to  yourfelvcs  ;  and  if  in  the 
tranfports  you  are  in,  there  remain  in  you  any  fen- 
timcnts  of  humanity,  remove  yourfclvcs  out  of  com- 
paflion  for  Sarah,  who  cannot  learn  what  pafi'es  fo 
near  her  without  a  mortal  augmentation  of  her 
grief.  And  who  knows,  added  I,  of  what  love 
may  make  her  capable,  when  fhe  his  nothing  left  but 
defpair  to  confult  ?  I  prayed  them  to  leave  mc  the 
names  of  the  places  where  I  might  addrcfs  my  letters 
to  them  ;  and  making  an  effort  to  awaken  in  tlicir 
favour  fome  fcntimcnts  of  my  former  affeftion,  1 
promifcd  them  to  employ  all  my  cares  to  confirm 
their  union,  for  as  long  time  at  leaft  as  they  (hould 
not  oblige  mc  by  other  wanderings  to  abandon  them 
to  their  own  imprudence. 

I  did  not  go  out  of  their  houfc  without   adver- 

tifjpg  their  fervants,  that  they  could  do  nothing  more 

difagrccabk  to  their  mafter,  nor  more  contrary  to  his 
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intentions,  than  by  publidiing  his  marriage,  and  their 
joy.  The  valet  de  chambre  coming  to  receive  my 
orders,  I  renewed  to  him  my  dcfircs,  that  he  would 
inform  me  of  the  refolutions  of  my  brother,  and 
follow  him  with  his  ordinary  affedlion.  Without  doubt 
the  reafon  may  be  expefted  why  I  had  not  informed 
Patrick  of  the  King's  declared  intentions  of  taking 
care  of  his  fortune  ;  but  if  it  be  confidcred  what 
difference  I  put  between  the  interefl.  of  his  falvation, 
and  that  of  his  cftablifliment,  nobody  can  then  be 
furprifed,  that  in  the  eagernefs  I  had  to  fee  the  dif- 
ficulties of  his  marriage  finished,  I  had  facrificed  all 
the  ideas  of  grandeur  and  opulence  to  the  urgent 
oecefiity  of  his  departure.  I  faw  no  other  than  this 
way  to  cure  Sarah  of  her  unfortunate  remains  of 
hope,  which  had  eternally  nourifhed  her  obftinacy ; 
and  my  thought  always  being,  that  without  her 
confcnt  we  had  nothing  honeft  or  lawful  to  pretend 
to,  either  for  the  folidity  of  Patrick's  marriage,  or 
for  the  fuccefs  of  Tenermill,  I  had  nothing  elfe  in 
my  thoughts  but  what  might  fpeedily  conduA  us  to 
one  or  the  other  end. 

The  next  moment  gave  me  new  fubjefts  to  confirm 
me  in  this  way  of  reafoning,  when  being  returned  to 
Finccr's,  his  fervants  put  into  my  hands  fome  let- 
ters that  had  been  fent  to  him  by  the  poft.  I  opened 
them  in  concert  with  Tenermill.  One  wa»  from  Dil- 
nick,  who  upon  the  complaints  Fincer  had  made  him 
of  our  family,  was  determined  to  make  a  journey 
to  France,  to  fupport  there  the  interefts  of  his.  He 
had  writ  from  Calais,  on  his  coming  out  of  the  vef- 
fel  that  had  brought  him  ;  and  intending  to  ride 
poft  after  a  few  hours  reft,  he  might  arrive  at  Paris 
almoft  as  foon  as  his  letter.  What  unforefeen 
alarms  for  me,  who  knew  the  boiling  temper  of 
Dilnick  ?  He  had  made  no  fcruple  of  turning  his 
fword  againft  Patrick  upon  an  occafion,  wherein  the 
delicacy  of  his  honour  had  been  much  lefs  wound- 
ed J  and  what  curb  would  be   capable  of  bridling 

him, 
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him,  when  he  had  the  death  of  Fincer,  and  the  ho- 
nour of  Sarah,  to  revenge  ? 

As,  neverthelefs,  I  had  no  hopes,  that  a  motive  of 
this  nature  could  make  any  imprefllon  on  Patrick 
from  a  principle  of  fear,  I  did  not  think  at  all  of  im- 
proving it;  and  the  only  refolution  I  formed  upon 
the  reading  of  this  letter  was,  to  return  immediately 
to  him,  and  prcfs  him  by  the  fame  reafons  I  had 
done  before,  not  to  put  off  his  departure  to  the  nest 
day.  But  this  fatal  day  was  marked  out  as  a  trial 
of  all  my  virtues.  Upon  leaving  Tenermill,  after  a 
fhort  converfation,  1  met  Dilnick  at  the  gate,  who 
was  inquiring  for  Fincer's  houfe.  He  knew  me  too 
eafdy  to  think  he  could  be  millaken  in  it  ;  and  his 
prepoffeflions  not  hindering  him  from  judging  that 
1  might  have  fided  with  his  niece  againll  the  in- 
jullices  of  my  brother,  he  fliewcd  little  furprife  at 
feeing  me  come  out  from  her  with  an  air  of  freedom, 
which  did  not  fuppofe  either  quarrel  or  anger. 

Having  embraced  me  neverthelefs,  the  vvarmtli  of 
his  refentmcnt  did  not  permit  him  to  delay  longt- r  his 
complaints,  and  his  exprcfiions  too  plainly  proclaimed 
with  what  difpofitions  he  had  left  Ireland.  Patrick 
was  a  man  without  honour  and  without  truth,  into 
whom  he  was  rcfolved,  in  fpite  of  him,  to  infpire 
other  maxims;  and  I  might  declare  to  him  beforehand, 
that  he  (hould  find  in  the  houfe  of  Fincer  other  de- 
fenders than  women  and  old  men.  This  was  threat- 
ening us  openly  with  all  the  violences  I  dreaded. 
But  what  had  I  not  to  fear  from  his  fury,  as  foon  as 
he  {hould  be  informed  of  the  bloody  adventure  of 
Sarah,  and  the  tragical  death  of  her  father  ?  By 
what  charm  could  1  hope  to  foften  this  favage  heart, 
and  what  art  had  I  not  occafion  of  to  enter  into  the 
explanation  of  a  thoufand  things  that  were  impoifihle 
for  me  tojuilify  ?  Neverthelefs,  it  was  not  at  ail  to 
the  ftory  of  a  fcrvant,  that  I  ought  to  turn  him  over, 
and  I  ought  yet  lefs  to  fuffer  him  to  go  into  the  a- 
partment  of  his  niece,  without  having  prepared  her 
by  fome  cautious  managements,  which  were  more 
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necefiary  for  her  than  ever.  This  was  a  fituation  full 
of  grievous  difficulties,  and  from  whence  1  appre- 
hended that  no  human  affiftance  could  bring  me  hap- 
pily out. 

I  took  him  affeftlonately  by  the  hand,  and  began 
to  move  him  by  my  carcfTes  ;  and  while  I  was  con- 
ducing hira  to  a  remote  clofct,  without  having  the 
power  to  anfwer  yet  a  fingle  word  to  his  menaces, 
1  addreded  to  Heaven,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
an  ardent  prayer,  to  obtain  from  thence  thofe  fuc- 
cours,  which  I  did  not  exp^fl  from  my  eloquence  or 
underftanding.  In  fine,  being  more  at  a  lofs,  when 
I  was  at  the  point  of  opening  my  mouth,  I  did  not 
think  of  humbling  myfelf  too  much,  by  cafling  my- 
felf  at  his  feet,  to  conjure  him  to  make  himfelf  ma- 
iler of  his  firft  motions  at  every  part  of  the  difcourfe 
I  Ihould  pray  him  to  hear. 

It  Is  eafy  to  imagine,  that  it  was  neither  from  the 
death  of  Fincer,  nor  the  wound  of  Sarah,  nor  even 
from  the  confefTion  of  the  new  marriage  of  Patrick, 
that  I  began  this  moving  apology.  My  integrity 
obliged  me  not  to  deviate  in  the  leaft  from  the 
truth  :  but  it  was  lawful  for   me  to   rank   events 


in 


fuch  an  order  as  to  make  them  appear  under  the  mofl 
mild  and  favourable  colours.  In  confefling  to  him 
the  avowed  infidelity  of  Patrick,  I  from  thence  ha- 
ftened  to  the  defires  and  intentions  of  Tenermlll.  In- 
ilead  of  a  brother  weak  and  inconftant,  whofe  ca- 
prices I  did  not  feek  to  excufe,  I  offered  him  one  of  a 
charader  more  fettled  and  fl«jady,  who  burned  with 
impatience  to  make  a  reparation  for  the  injury  the 
other  had  done  to  Sarah.  I  traced  back  all  the  fteps 
that  Tenermlll  had  taken  to  iniinuate  himfelf  Into  the 
efteem  of  Fincer  and  his  daughter.  '  It  wa*  (lie  her- 
felf  that  put  a  perpetual  obftacle  in  the  Way  of  her 
own  happinefs,  and  Fincer  had  fo  fully  done  us  this 
iuftlce,  that  he  made  his  refentment  fall  only  on  her. 
'Tenermill,  myfelf,  even  Patrick,  did  any  thing  ever  e- 
fcape  us  that  was  capable  of  Injuring  him,  and,  knowing 
that  the  evil  always  proceeded  from  that  fource,  have  wc 
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not  always  laboured  to  repair  it  by  our  fubmiflions 
and  tenders  ?  Moreover,  our  family  was  beginning  to 
be  eftablifhed  in  France  in  a  manner  fplendid  enough  to 
make  the  eldefl  of  it  confidered  in  a  ditlinguifhcd 
light ;  and  though  it  were  true,  that  the  difgufl  of 
Patrick  was  an  outrage  on  Sarah,  the  fatisfa6lion  fhe 
might  receive  in  Tenermill  was  elFedlually  capable  of 
repairing  it  with  great  advantage.  In  fine,  forgetting 
nothing  that  might  at  Icaft  put  the  fiucerity  of  our 
intentions  in  a  fair  liuht,  I  thought  to  have  Jed  Dil- 
nick  to  the  point  of  being  convinced,  that  the  mif- 
fortunes  I  h»d  yet  t«  relate  to  him  ought  to  be  im- 
puted to  nothing  but  fortune. 

He  appeared  indeed  to  liften  to  me  with  more 
tranquility  than  I  expedled  from  him,  and  the  pro- 
])ofal  of  Tenermill's  marriage  had  made  on  him  fo  'iQu- 
fiblc  an  imprefiion,  that  his  looks  began  to  foften 
and  grow  mild  ;  it  was  this  hope  alfo  that  made  me 
heighten  and  fet  off  the  advantages  of  it  with  fo  much 
care.  But  it  was  neccffary  for  me  to  pafs  to  events 
lefs  favourable,  and  my  embarraffment  redoubled  at 
every  word.  I  found  my  face  all  over  in  a  fweat 
from  ray  efforts  to  difpofe  my  ideas  and  exprelTions 
in  proper  order.  I  began  neverthelcfs  this  terrible 
relation  without  any  other  precautions  than  by  re- 
prcfenting  rcfolutcly  the  innocence  of  his  heart  in 
coDtradiftinftion  to  imprudence  and  weaknefs,  and 
to  improve  the  grief  and  repentance  of  a  too  guilty 
l)rother  In  proportion  as  I  made  a  confefTion  of  hig 
exceffes.  Thus  the  marriage  of  Patrick,  the  wound 
of  Sarah,  and  the  death  of  Fincer,  found  room  fuc- 
ceffively  in  my  recital.  I  faw  more  than  once  the 
'front  of  Dllnick  covered  with  gloomlncfs,  and  iiis 
eyes  Inflamed  by  the  motions  which  without  doubt 
•wercralfcd  In  his  heart,  liut  it  was  then  I  redoubled 
the  marks  of  my  own  grief,  and  laboured  to  make 
my  difcourfe  more  moving  by  new  humiliations. 
In  fine,  for  the  lafl  Imprefnon  on  the  heart  of  the 
formidal)le  DIhiick,  I  alledgcd  the  cares  and  eager 
attendances  of  all  my  family  lince  the  misfortune  of 
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Sarah,  thofe  of  Patrick  himfelf,  who  had  for  three 
days  even  forgot  his  new  fpoufe,  and  loft  all  relifh 
for  deep  and  nourifhment.  You  go  to  fee  my 
Liord  Tenermill,  faid  I,  fixed  to  the  bed  of  your  niece 
with  all  the  ardours  of  refpeft  and  love.  You  will 
there  fee  my  fifter,  who  does  not  leave  her  one  mo- 
ment ;  your  tendernefs  can  add  nothing  to  all  the 
cares  they  have  for  her  health  and  repofe  :  And  as 
to  me,  added  I,  who  may  without  fear  call  up  to  your 
mind  a  thoufand  proofs  of  my  fincerity  and  honour, 
which  you  cannot  have  forgotten,  1  call  Heaven  to 
witnefs,  that  your  family  has  not  among  them  a 
friend  more  zealous  and  tender  than  mine. 

It  was  time  for  me  to  ftop.  Though  I  had  fomc- 
thing  to  add  to  the  reafons  i  laboured  to  join  toge- 
ther in  my  difcourfe,  the  efforts  it  coft  me  fo  ex- 
haufted  my  ftrength,  that  I  could  not  continue  it. 
I  waited,  trembling,  to  fee  on  what  point  the  firil 
motions  of  Dilnick  would  bear  ;  and  if  I  laboured 
farther  to  bend  him,  it  was  by  the  confternation  of 
my  countenance  and  filence.  He  was  not  in  hafte 
to  anfwerme.  Without  looking  on  him,  I  could  dif- 
cover  from  his  agitations  what  furious  combats  pafTed 
in  his  heart.  He  feemed  to  refleft  on  every  thing  he 
had  juft  heard  and  inquired  after,  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  tranfports,  appeared  to  regulate  the  tone  of 
his  voice  he  was  going  to  fpeak  to  me  in.  So  much 
flownefs  in  a  man  fo  rough,  began  to  raife  in  me  fomc 
amazement.  He  at  length  took  up  the  difcourfe, 
but  in  a  voice  more  moderate  than  I  durft  have  hoped 
for. 

Thus,  faid  he,  the  father,  the  daughter,  the  for- 
tune, and  perhaps  the  honour  of  my  family,  all  ap- 
pear an  eafy  facrifice  to  your  brother,  to  gratify  the 
irregularity  of  his  paflions.  Hear  me,  faid  he  ;  I 
charge  no  body  with  accidents  of  chance,  and  I  can 
well  diftinguifti  between  things  that  ought  to  be 
afcribed  only  to  our  misfortune,  and  thofe  that  deferve 
the  name  of  infult  and  outrage.  I  even  make  a  juft 
dillindion  between  the  conduct  of  Patrick,  and  that 
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of  the  reft  of  your  family.  But  nothing  fliaJl  flop 
my  refentment  againft  a  bafe  perfidious  wretch,  who 
lias  raifed  to  us  fo  many  evils.  If  my  Lord  Tener- 
mill  maintains  aay  pretenfions  to  my  niece,  and  you 
any  dcfign  on  my  friendlhip,  it  is  by  abandoning 
Patrick  to  my  revenge,  that  you  can  both  of  you  give 
me  proofs  of  the  fiucerity  of  your  intentions. 

Upon  fmifliing  this  terrible  difcourfe,  he  arofc  with 
a  furious  air.  1  ftiould  have  thought  him  ready  to 
go  in  queft  of  Patrick  to  decide  the  quarrel  on  the 
fpot,  if  I  could  have  imagined  he  knew  where  he 
lived.  But  the  certainty  I  had,  that  he  was  but  juft 
come  to  Paris,  relieved  me  from  that  fear,  and  the 
day  beginning  to  approach  towards  an  end,  I  flattered 
my felf  that  before  morning  1  fhould  find  means  of 
haftening  the  departure  of  Patrick.  This  reflection 
was  fo  much  the  more  comfortable,  as  it  made  me 
look  on  it  as  an  extreme  happinefs  to  fee  him  iwrn 
all  his  fury  on  the  fole  objed,  which  I  hoped  im- 
mediately to  put  under  flicker  from  him,  at  leaft  by 
removing  it  out  of  the  way.  I  faw  nothing  to  fear 
about  myfelf,  fince  he  had  excepted  Tenermill  from 
his  hatred,  and  had  in  a  manner  approved  the  incli- 
nation he  fuppofcd  in  him  for  his  niece.  Whatever 
projedls  of  revenge  he  might  meditate  againft  Patrick, 
I  had  room  to  hope,  that  during  our  continual  com- 
merce with  him,  by  applying  all  our  ftudy  to  ap- 
peafc  and  pleafe  him,  we  fliould  fooner  or  later  fuc- 
ceed  in  making  him  aflume  other  fcntiments.  I  found 
myfelf  fo  fortified  by  this  way  of  reafoning,  that 
avoiding  every  thing  that  might  indulge  him  in  his 
prefent  notions,  I  propofed  to  him  to  go  up  to  his 
niece's  chamber,  and  to  afford  her  by  his  prcfence  a 
coHfolation  (he  ftood  in  need  of.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  the  air  of  tendernefs  1  affected  in  giving  him 
this  invitation,  not  being  able  to  difpenfe  with  my- 
felf from  prepoflefling  him  with  the  ncccflity  of  con- 
cealing from  Sarah  the  death  of  her  father  as  long 
as   her    health   required    this    caution,    this    advice 
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made  me  dill  endure  fome  furious   ftrokcs  of  refent* 
ment  againfl  Patrick. 

My  Lord  Tenermill  and   the   Countefa  of  S , 

who  were  already  informed  of  liis  arrival,  and  who 
had  not  doubted  with  what  view  I  was  retired  afidc 
with  him,  eafily  judged  in  feeing  us  appear  together,. 
that  I  had  difpofed  him  to  receive  their  compliments 
civilly.  They  faluted  him  with  marks  of  fatisfac- 
tion  and  friendfliip,  which  confirmed  what  I  had 
told  him  of  their  fentimcnts.  Sa  ah  was  charmed  to 
fee  him.  She  knew  her  father  had  pevfuaded  to 
meet  him  at  Paris,  and  his  diligence  did  not  feem 
to  give  her  any  furprife.  But  the  joy  fhe  felt  pro- 
ceeded from  a  caufe  I  did  net  at  firft  perceive.  In 
the  fweet  error  ihe  yet  was  under  of  flattering  her- 
felf  with  hopes  of  Patrick's  return,  (he  thought  ob- 
ligingly that  Dilnick,  to  whom  her  father  had  given 
no  other  reafon  for  inviting  him  out  of  Ireland,  than 
the  defire  of  revenging  himfelf  on  our  family,  was 
agreeably  deceived  to  fee  us  united  together  about  her ; 
and  giving  herfelf  up  to  a  thought  fo  pleafing  and  fa- 
tisfaftory,  fhe  lamented  that  Patrick,  vvhofe  ab fence 
they  had  hitherto  luckily  enough  coloured  over,  was 
not  with  her.  Alas  !  where  is  he  ?  faid  (he  to  me  in 
a  languifhing  voice.  Dilnick  fretted  to  fee  her  in 
this  error  ;  and  I  perceived,  that  if  he  conftrained 
himfelf  to  keep  filencc,  it  was  only  out  of  fear  of  in- 
juring the  recovery  of  a  niece  fo  dear.  I  anfwered 
in  halle,  that  the  three  nights  he  had  pafTed  in  v/atch- 
ing  with  her,  had  made  my  brother  Itand  In  need  of 
neceffary  reft;  and  then  repenting  myfclf  for  having 
faid  what  might  be  looked-upou  as  a  falfliood,  fince  it 
only  ferved  to  confirm  her  in  her  prepofTeflions  with- 
out foundation,  I  changed  what  I  had  fakl  with  lefs 
violence  to  my  fmcerity,  by  fpeaking  of  a  journey 
I  had  made  to  St.  Germain,  and  of  the  intentions  t!ic 
King  had  fhewed  of  advancing  Patrick's  fortune. 
What  I  added  of  the  hafte  that  prince  was  in  to  fee 
him,  and'  even  of  the  orders  he  had  given  me  to 
advertifc  him  of  it,  was  a  preparation,  of  which  the 
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efTc^l  was  very  ufeful  to  us.  It  not  only  caft  new 
feeds  of  hope,  and  confequently  of  coHfolation,  into 
the  heart  of  Sarah,  but,  in  making  her  think  that 
he  was  obh'ged  to  gt)  to  St.  Germain,  In  obedience 
to  the  King's  orders,  it  prevented  the  renewal  of  lor- 
row  and  trouble,  which  flie  would  fpeedily  have  felt 
for  the  continuance  of  his  abfencc. 

The  moderation  of  Dilnick  appeared  to  me  to  be 
fo  good  an  omen,  that,  going  into  another  apart- 
ment with  him  and  ^enermiil,  I  heaped  on  him  my 
compliments  and  carcffes.  He  had  the  refolution 
to  let  nothing  efcape  him  that  might  awaken  my 
fears  on  Patrick's  fcore ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  the 
thoughts  of  TenermilPs  marriage  poffcfiing  him  en- 
tirely, he  was  the  firft  to  aflc.  Whether  it  were  a  re- 
folution ferioufly  formed?  His  tranquillity  appeared 
to  Increafe  yet  more,  by  the  ardour  he  faw  in  Te- 
nermill  to  give  him  an  anfwcr.  An  alliance  fo  fin- 
ccrely  coveted  by  perfon«  on  whom  it  might  depend, 
appeared  to  me  fo  certain,  as  to  have  it  concluded 
on  the  fpot,  if  circumftances  had  permitted  ;  for  ne- 
ceflity  had  become  a  law  fo  indifpenfible  for  Sarah, 
that  it  was  no  longer  from  her  I  expeftcd  any  ob- 
ilacles.  What  other  refource  could  (he  have,  when 
fhe  heard  the  confirmation  of  Patrick's  marriage  ; 
and  could  flic  fail  of  facrificing  all  her  repugnances 
to  her  honour  ? 

From  the  fatisfaftion  this  thought  gave  me,  I 
changed  my  defign  of  prefling  Patrick,  by  letter,  to 
be  gone,  into  that  of  feeing  him  myfelf.  It  appeared 
to  me  a  matter  of  Importance,  that  he  fliould  carry 
with  him  fome  certainty  of  the  marriage  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  be  difpofed,  by  my  exhortations,  fpeedily  to 
repair  the  Irregularity  of  his  own.  I  was  willing  to 
draw  fuch  a  promifc  from  him,  that  I  might  have 
nothing  to  reproach  myfelf  with  from  a  conknt  that 
I  gave  to  his  departure,  and  which  feemed  to  com- 
prehend in  it  an  open  approbation  of  his  conduct. 
This  was  the  firfl  fubjcft  I  accofled  him  upon  ;  I  did 
not  fpcak  a  word  to  him  of  Dilnick  j    and  when  I 
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thought  myfclf  afcertained  by  his  anfwer,  that  he  wat 
not  eflrangcd  from  my  propofal,  I  thought  of  nothing 
but  retiring,  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  be  gone. 

He  feemed  to  be  taken  up  with  nothing  but  his 
journey  ;  and  I  could  never  imagine,  how  he  came  to 
change  his  mind  all  at  once  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace.  I 
had  not  got  down  to  the  foot  of  the  ftairs,  before  he 
fcnt  one  of  his  fervants  to  call  me  back  ;  and  meet- 
ing me,  I  know  not,  faid  he,  what  it  is  obliges  mc 
to  leave  France,  when  you  give  me  fuch  formal  af- 
furanccs  of  my  brother*s  marriage  :  Even  fuppofing 
my  prefence  ihould  be  an  obftacle  to  it,  what  hin- 
ders me  from  retiring  a  few  weeks  to  the  country, 
and  to  fpread  abroad  the  report  of  my  departure  ? 
You  have  not  imparted  to  me,  faid  he,  the  fuccefs  of 
your  journey  to  St.  Germain,  and  the  King's  good- 
nefs  to  you.  I  have  learned  it  all  from  my  valet  de 
chambre ;  and  fliould  not  fcruple  to  facrifice  the  hopes 
that  Prince  has  given  you  for  me,  if  fuch  a  facriiice 
were  neceffary  for  our  common  tranqmllity.  But 
one  moment's  refleftlon  has  made  me  believe,  that 
all  our  intcrefts  may  be  eafily  reconciled.  Tenermill 
(hall  become  the  hufband  of  Sarah  ;  I  fhall  appear 
again  after  his  marriage,  and  draw  all  the  advantages 
I  can  hope  from  the  King's  favour.  A  propofal  fo 
little  expefted,  furprifed  me  enough  to  make  me 
confider  a  long  time  upon  my  anfwer.  He  took 
me  by  the  hand  ;  Come  with  me,  faid  he,  and  tell 
me  what  palTed  between  the  King  and  you  more  faith- 
fully than  I  could  hear  it  from  my  valet.  I  followed 
him,  without  lofing  fight  of  the  firft  imprefiion  made 
on  me  by  what  he  faid,  and  wtich  I  had  conlidered 
with  all  the  attention  I  was  capable.  I  found,  that,  In 
reality,  the  offer  he  made  of  retiring  to  .the  country 
being  an  anfwer  beforehand  to  all  my  fears,  he 
had  but  few  hazards  to  run  by  delaying  his  de- 
parture.    The  country-houfe  of  the  Count  De  S 

was  a  retreat,  in  which  I  was  fure  the  fecret  would 
be  kept :  And  when  he  could  be  In  fecurlty  from 
the  menaces  of  Dilnick,  what  reafon  had  I,  at  the 
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bottom,  to  wifli  far  his  removal  farther  oiF?    Even  as 
to  the  main  defign   I  had  in  view,  of  amending  the 
form  of  his  marriage,   liad    I  not   a   more  fure  pro- 
fpeft  of  making  him  reh"jfh   my  advice  when  he  was 
within  a  few  leagues   of  Paris,   than  at   the  diftance 
he  was  going  to   be  from  us  in   fome  town  of  Ger- 
many ?     And,  on  the  other  hand,  of  what  importance 
was  it  to  Sarah,    whether  he   were   near  or  at  a  di- 
ftance from  her,  when  his  prefence  or  abfence  could 
make   no   further   alteration    in   her  hopes  ?     Thefc 
reflections,    receiving    ftrength,    perhaps,    from   too 
worldly  a  defire  of  not  lofing  the  opportunity  of  the 
King's   favour,  for  the  advancement  of  my  family, 
made  a  revolution   in  my  fentiments  almoft  as  quick 
as  what  had  juft  happened  in  thofe  of  Patrick.      I  fat 
down  near  him  with  a  tranquillity  proceeding  from 
my  joy  ;  and  having  related  to  him,  as  ke  rcqueiled, 
all  the  circumftances  of  my  journey  to  St.  Germain, 
I  confefTcd  to  him,   upon  winding  up  my  ftory,  that 
I  had  few  objections  to  make  againft  what  he  pro- 
pofed.' 

Neverthelefs,  for  ever  alarmed  with  the  menaces  of 
Dilnick,  1  added  divers  reafons,  which,  according  to 
his  own  fcheme  of  retiring  privately  to  the  country, 
ought  to  make  him  haftcn  his  departure,  as  much  as 
if  he  was  to  go  to  Germany.  I  was  happy  enough  to 
make  him  relifh  thefe  reafons  ;  and  the  fatisfa^tioii 
he  fhewed,  in  his  turn,  for  my  facility  in  approving 
his  defircs,  made  him  ufc  all  the  diligence  I  could 
cxpedl  for  his  entering  into  my  views.  Orders  were 
given,  upon  the  fpot,  for  the  return  of  his  goods, 
which  had  already  left  Pari«  ;  and  the  other  altera- 
tions were  fo  eafy,  that  they  were  made  during  the 
night,  with  as  much  diligence  as  fecrecy. 

In  the  rcflcdions  I  continued  to  make  upon  this 
change,  I  found  new  reafons  for  approving  it  ;  but 
Pill  not  forgetting  the  dcfKC  the  King  fliewcd  to  fee 
atrick  on  the  morrow,  I  was  refolved  to  go  my- 
iclf  to  his  levee,  to  make  our  cxcufes  acceptable. 
Arriving  at  St.  Germaiu  before  the  King  was  up,  I 

found 
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.found  many  perfons  of  rank  In  the  antichambcr ; 
among  whom  I  faw  Anglefey,  who  came  up  to  mc 
as  fooii  as  he  obferved  me.  My  perpetual  troubles  had 
given  me  few  opportunities  of  vlfiting  him  lince  he 
came    to    Paris  ;     and    the  flrid    friendfhip   he   had 

maintained  with  Madcmolfellc  De  L and 

Patrick,  was  the  fole  reafon  that  made  me  a  little 
llrange  to  him.  Nevcrthelefs,  not  being  able  to  re- 
fufe  him  thofc  compliments,  which  the  cuilom  of  the 
world  has  made  a  duty,  he  gave  me  the  opportuni- 
ty of  feeing  him  fometimes  at  Saifons,  and  I  never 
had  given  him  room  to  think  that  I  found  his  vifits 
troublefome.  I  know  not  whether  it  were  upon  this 
foundation  only  that  he  thought  himfelf  authorifed 
to  make  me  a  confidant  of  his  dcfigna,  or  whether 
he  hoped  to  drmw  any  advantage  from  my  anfwera 
to  give  them  fuccefs  :  But,  after  the  firfc  compli- 
ments, he  took  me  afide,  to  entertain  me  with  the 
following  difcourfe. 

You  know,  faid  he,  the  fricnd(hlp  I  have  fwora 
to  your  brother,  and  that  which  he  hath  honoured 
me  with.  Yellerday,  when  he  was  preparing  to  be 
gone,  the  night  following,  to  Germany,  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged,  by  our  ftri6l  union,  to  give  me  notice 
of  his  departure  ;  and  the  hafte  I  made  in  going  to 
his  houfe,  might  demonftrate  to  hira  how  fenfible  I 
was  of  this  tender  mark  of  his  attention  for  me.  He 
gave  heaped  meafure  to  his  favours,  by  difcovering  to 
me  his  fituation.     He  informed  me  of  the  conclufion 

of  his  marriage  wnth  Mademoifelle  De  L ,  and  his 

refolution  of  retiring  with  her  into  Germany,  to  (hel- 
ter  himfelf  from  the  refentment  of  Sarah  Fincer  ;  the 
place  of  his  retreat  j  in  fine,  all  the  views  he  had 
formed  for  his  new  eftabliihment.  But,  what  I  re- 
garded as  the  moil  generous  teftimony  of  the  good- 
ncfs  of  his  heart,  among  the  rcafons  that  obliged 
him  to  quit  France,  to  feparate  himfelf  from  Sarah, 
he  sjave  me  to  underlland,  that  he  took  fo  much  in- 
tcreft  in  her  happinefs  as  to  employ  himfelf  ftill  about 
it.  He  made  me  an  encomium  on  all  the  perfec- 
tions 
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tions  lie  knew  in  her  charader,  fince  the  time  he 
had  bore  the  name  of  her  hufband  ;  and  feeing  her 
worthy  of  a  thoiifand  pafiions,  which  he  could  not 
feel  for  her,  he  laboured  to  infpire  me  with  them. 
As  to  the  objettion  I  drew  from  the  concurrence  of 
my  Lord  Tencrmill,  whofe  views  and  attempts  he 
had  informed  me  of  a  long  time  before  ;  he  anfwer- 
cd,  that  unhappily  for  his  brother,  Sarah  had  fhewn 
little  tafte  for  his  perfon,  and  few  compliances  to  his 
diligence  and  cares  ;  that  Tenermill  was  fo  well  con- 
vinced of  this  himfelf,  that  he  had  in  a  manner  re- 
nounced all  hopes  ;  that  he  had  gone  away  fud- 
denly  to  free  himfelf  from  an  unfuccefsfiil  paflion  ; 
and  that  being  embarked  with  his  regiment  for  Ire- 
land, there  was  great  appearance,  that  his  military 
occupations  and  abfcnce  would  finifii  the  healing  of 
his  heart,  which  was  formed  for  ambition  much 
more  than  for  love.  In  fine,  opening  to  me  a  courfe 
that  he  warranted  to  be  free,  he  prefTed  me  to  enter 
courageoufly  into  it,  and  to  trufl  the  fuccefs  of  my 
boldnefs  to  my  good  fortune. 

I  cannot  difavow,  continued  Anglefey,  that  inde- 
pendent of  the  charms  of  Sarah,  which  would  be 
iufficient  to  make  mc  afpirc  to  the  happinefs  of  plea- 
iing  her,  I  look  on  her  riches  and  birth,  as  two 
jnotives  capable  of  animating  me.  I  have  but  little 
ertatc,  why  then  fhould  I  negledl  the  opportunity  of 
making  myfdf  happy  by  fortune  and  love  ?  In 
leaving  your  brother,  I  received  from  him,  as  his 
lafl  favour,  an  advice,  which  I  am  going  to  exe- 
cute. He  has  given  me  to  underftand,  that  in  the 
trouble  and  wcaknefs  he  had  left  Sarah,  I  had  but 
one  way  to  obtain  acccfi  to  her,  and  that  was  to  fup- 
port  myfelf  by  the  countenance  of  the  King's  recom- 
mendation. A  ftrangcr,  and  without  alliances  at 
Paris,  the  cmbarrafTment  in  which  (he  continues  fincc 
the  death  of  her  father,  would  make  her  look  upon 
the  King's  protedlion  as  a  favour  from  Heaven ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  but  that  what  I  fliall  begin  under  fuch 
powerful  aufpicci,  I  fhalj  be  able  to  bring  to  a  happy 

conclufion. 
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conclufion,  by  my  addrefs  and  pains.  I  only  wait 
for  the  hour  of  the  King's  levee,  to  make  a  trial  of 
my  credit.  Having  got  a  fight  of  you,  added  he, 
I  flatter  myfelf,  that  you  will  not  only  receive  in 
good  part  this  overture,  but  that,  feconding  the  in- 
tentions of  your  brother,  you  will  employ  for  me 
all  the  weight  that  your  merit  has  given  you  at 
court. 

Whatever  aftonifhment  and  vexation  fuch  flrange 
propofals  might  give  me,  they  were  accompanied  with 
fo  much  refpeft,  and  fo  many  polite  compliments,  that 
I  could  not  affume  a  voice  lefs  civil  to  anfwer  them. 
But  I  had  taken  my  refolution  from  the  firft  word, 
which  had  given  me  a  forcfight  of  their  drift.  It 
might  have  been  eafy  for  mc  to  comprehend,  that 
Patrick  had  given  him  notice  to  come  to  him  in  the 
interval  of  the  two  vifits  I  had  paid  him,  and  that  not 
being  then  informed  either  of  the  arrival  of  my 
Lord  Tenermill,  or  the  renewal  of  his  love,  he  might 
have  fancied  that  the  projeft  he  had  formed,  in  favour 
of  his  friend,  might  be  of  fome  advantage  to  Sarah. 
This  refleflion  affured  me  alfo,  that  Anglefcy  was  ig- 
norant of  the  changes  that  had  been  brought  about 
fince  ;  and  to  be  able  to  reafon  upon  thefe  two 
foundations,  would  at  leaft  make  him  depart  from 
his  fixed  point.  I  did  not  look  farther  for  the 
means  of  delivering  myfelf  from  fuch  an  unfeafon- 
able  and  unlucky  accident.  Having  commended 
Patrick  for  his  fentiments,  which  made  him  think  of 
the  happinefs  of  Sarah,  I  laid  before  Anglefey  all 
the  reafons  (he  herfelf  had,  not  to  be  fenfiblc  of 
over  much  gratitude  for  a  fervice  of  this  nature  ; 
and  confeffing  to  him,  without  going  about  the  budi, 
that  he  might  indeed  have  chofen  a  confidant  more 
difpofed  than  I  was  to  ferve  him,  I  informed  him, 
that  both  he  and  Patrick  were  under  an  error  that 
might  be  eafily  fet  right,  if  they  thought  that  Tener- 
mill was  dlfcouraged  by  fome  obftacles,  which  no 
longer  fubfifted.  He  is  at  Paris,  faid  I ;  it  is  the  force 
of  his   paflion   has   brought   him  back  to  it ;    and 

to 
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to  conceal  nothing  from  you,  he  is  with  Sarah,  who 
receives  his  afliduities,  and,  in  all  appearance,  finds 
an  inclination  to  reward  them.  Spare  yourfelf,  added 
I,  a  ftep,  of  the  unprofitablenefs  of  which  I  give  you 
notice  ;  and  do  not  build  upon  hopes,  which  will  be 
immediately  deftroyed  by  the  recital  I  come  now 
myfelf  to  make  the  King. 

This,  then,  was  indeed  enough  to  banifli  all  hopes 
from  a  man  lefs  animated  than  he,  by  a  double 
motive,  of  which  he  had  made  me  the  confefiion. 
But,  not  being  able  fo  eafily  to  confent  to  the  lofs  of 
two  advantages,  which  had  all  night  flattered  his 
imagination,  he  feemcd  lefs  afflifted  at  my  refufal  to 
ferve  him,  than  at  his  own  imprudence  in  opening 
himfelf  to  me  fo  unwarily.  He  looked  upon  me  with 
an  irrefolute  eye  ;  and,  recovering  himfelf,  after  fomc 
moments  filence.  It  is  of  no  importance,  faid  he,  with 
a  peremptory  air ;  I  know  no  obftacle  that  can  be 
capable  of  cooling  me  ;  and  if  you  will  give  me  leave 
to  fpeak  freely,  added  he,  I  have  more  reliance  upon 
the  notions  of  Patrick  than  upon  yours.  I  was 
going  to  reply,  and  let  him  know,  that  what  he  called 
the  notions  of  Patrick,  fuppofed  the  abfence  and 
dcfifting  of  Tenermill ;  but,  obferving  that  the  King's 
chamber  was  opened,  he  left  me,  and  advanced  nim- 
bly towards  the  door  :  One  word  in  the  ufher's  ear 
obtained  him  the  liberty  of  a  private  audience.  I 
perceived  all  at  once  what  advantage  he  was  going  to 
have  by  anticipating  mc,  and  I  was  vexed  not  to  have 
•made  this  refledlion  earlier. 

In  reality,  he  was  fenfible  enough,  that,  not  finding 
me  difpofed  to  fecond  him,  he  could  not  be  too  fpeedy 
in  bringing  the  King  into  his  intereft,  and  to  afl\irc 
himfelf  of  his  protcftion  by  fomc  formal  promifes, 
which  would  become  a  facred  engagement  to  this 
Prince.  1  further  obferved  how  deficient  I  was  in 
the  cuftoms  of  the  world  upon  this  occafion.  If 
I  had  known  how  to  have  profited  by  my  prerogatives, 
my  character,  and  the  quality  of  almoner  to  his 
Majcfty,  1  had  opened  to  myfelf  an  entrance  into  his 

chamber 
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cliamber  befoi-e  him,  wlio  prevailed  over  me  by  hi# 
diligence.  A  falfe  modefty  ftayed  me,  or,  if  I  may 
confefs  it  without  fhamc,  a  motive  yet  more  ridicu- 
lous, which  was  only  a  fear  of  injuring  the  gravity 
of  my  profefTion,  by  advancing  as  nimbly  as  Anglc- 
fey  towards  the  door. 

Whilft  I  was  reproaching  myfelf  with  this  weak- 
nefs,  he  took  advantage  of  the  honour  he  had  of 
addreffing  himfelf  to  the  King,  by  opening  his  dc- 
figns,  and  interefting  the  goodncfs  of  that  Prince  to 
favour  them  to  his  power  :  The  promlfe  of  attaching 
himfelf  to  the  court  was  a  motive  fo  powerful,  that 
it  obtained  him  much  more  than  he  durft  have  hoped 
for.  They  looked  at  the  court  of  St.  Germain  on 
thefe  fort  of  conquefts  as  fo  many  advantages  over 
the  ufurper.  The  King  immediately  ordered  one  of 
his  principal  gentlemen  to  be  called,  and  charging  him 
with  his  plc'^fure  in  terms  moft  flattering  for  Anglefcy 
and  Sarah  Fincer,  he  let  him  know,  the  fuccefs  of  his 
commifGon  fhould  be  a  merit  for  him  that  fhould  not 
remain  unrewarded.  Anglcfey  went  out  with  this 
lucky  fruit  of  his  hafte,  and  being  much  above  fear- 
ing my  efforts,  affefted  to  pafs  near  me  with  an 
haughty  air,  without  imparting  to  mc  what  he  tri- 
umphed in  having  obtained. 

Nercrthelefs,  as  I  had  acquired  a  little  more  bold- 
ncfs  by  my  refleftions,  I  took  advantage  from  his 
example  to  demand  a  private  audience  after  him. 
The  facility  they  fhewed  in  granting  it,  increafed 
the  vexation  I  felt  for  not  having  been  earlier  prc- 
fented.  The  King  did  not  give  me  time  to  declare 
what  brought  me  back  fo  foon  to  his  court.  If  you 
had  come  one  inftant  fooner,  faid  he  off-hand,  you 
would  have  been  a  witnefs  of  the  interefl  I  take  in 
ail  that  belongs  to  you;  for  the  daughter  of  Fincer 
ought  yet  to  concern  you  :  And  giving  himfelf  the 
trouble  to  relate  what  he  had  done  in  my  favour 
for  the  happinefs  of  Anglefey,  I  wifh,  added  he,  that 
(he  may  take  a  greater  relifh  for  him,  than  one  of 
your  brothers   has  had  for  her,  or  than  fheherfelf 

has 
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has  fiiewed  for  the  other.  I  anfwered,  that  if  I  did 
not  apprehend  a  failure  iii  duty  by  my  complaints, 
I  would  give  a  quite  different  name  to  what  his  Ma- 
jefty  willed  me  to  look  upon  as  a  favour.  My  bro- 
ther, added  I,  had  hopes,  which  your  Majefty  has 
juft  now  ruined  by  giving  fuccefs  to  thofe  of  ano- 
ther. If  the  favour  may  contribute  to  the  happincfs 
of  any  one,  it  is  not  to  that  of  my  family,  and  the  be- 
nefit is  only  for  Anglefey,  who  mufl  gather  the  fruit  of 
it.  This  difcourfe,  and  the  air  of  grief  with  which 
1  accompanied  it,  gave  the  King  \o  much  furprife, 
that  rifing  half  up,  he  preffed  me,  continuing  fitting 
on  his  bed,  to  explain  to  him  a  myilcry,  of  which 
he  alfured  me  he  did  not  comprehend  one  word.  Is 
it  not  true,  continued  he,  that  my  Lord  Tcnermill 
has  broke  with  Fincer's  daughter,  and  is  he  not  gone 
to  command  his  regiment  ?  I  then  begged  permillion 
to  enter  into  a  detail  of  our  domeflick  affairs,  and 
taking  up  every  thing  that  had  happened  fince  the 
arrival  of  Fincer,  I  prayed  his  Majelly  to  judge 
himfelf  of  the  fituation  and  hopes  of  Tenermill. 
Anglefey,  added  I,  was  not  ignorant  of  his  return  ; 
he  knew  it  from  myfelf  a  moment  ago  ;  and  our 
misfortune  is,  that  with  more  addrefs,  than  I  had,  he 
found  means  of  being  prefented  to  your  Majefly  be- 
fore me.  My  fincerity  appeared  even  in  the  tone 
that  grief  made  me  ufe.  The  King  was  fo  moved 
at  it,  that  having  ordered  Anglefey  to  be  recalled, 
he  (hewed  himfelf  much  irritated  againft  him,  when 
being  inquired  after  tonopurpofe,he  was  informed  that 
he  had  already  left  St.  Germain.  He  immediately  or- 
dered the  gentleman,  who  had  the  charge  of  Anglc- 
fey*8  interefts,  to  be  recalled;  but  the  hafty  Anglefey 
had  engaged  him  to  be  gone  upon  the  fpot ;  and  the 
King,  hirprifed  at  their  hafle,  was  reduced  to  the  ne- 
ccfTity  of  difpatching  a  courier,  with  orders  for  them 
to  return  to  him  immediately. 

The  goodncfs  of  this  Prince  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficicnt  to  confole  me,  if  1  had  confidered  in  the  mar- 
riage of  my  brother  only  the  advantages  lie    would 

Vol.  III.  B  find 


26         The  Dean  of  Coleraine. 

find  in  it  for  his  efliabliniment.  But  in  the  difpofi- 
tion  I  knew  Dilnick  to  be,  I  forcfaw,  that  the  only 
means  I  had  to  infplre  him  with  more  moderation 
coming  to  fail  by  thefe  new  views  they  were  going 
to  give  him  for  his  niece,  it  would  be  impoflible, 
it  may  be,  to  make  him  drop  his  defigns  of  re- 
venge againft  Patrick.  .  I  confefled  this  to  the  King, 
and  from  thence  took  occafion  to  make  apologies 
for  this  dear  brother,  who  ought  to  have  been  at 
St.  Germain  to  receive  his  orders.  The  advantageous 
touches,  that  fricndfhip  made  me  choofe  in  praifing 
at  the  fame  time  his  charader,  added  to  the  im- 
prclfions  yet  remaining  on  that  good  Prince  from  the 
moving  recital  1  had  made  him  of  one  part  of  his 
adventures,  infpired  him.  with  fo  much  goo'dnefs 
for  my  brother,  that  he  determined  on  the  fpot  to 
give  him  an  extraordinary  mark  of  it.  I  approve, 
faid  he,  the  precautions  you  have  taken  to  make 
him  avoid  meeting  Dilnick  ;  but  I  know  more  furc 
means  to  fhelter  him  from  his  violence  :  That  is, 
in  the  firft  place,  to  take  upon  myfelf  the  care  of 
reconciling  them  :  I  will  give  notice  to  them  both 
to  appear  here,  and  will  oblige  them  to  embrace  one 
another  and  forget  their  quarrels.  Then,  to  re- 
move all  opportunities  of  rekindling  their  hatred,  I 
vvill  fend  your  brother  to  Spain,  where  I  have  fome 
fecrct  affairs  to  manage';  fo  that  what  will  con- 
duce to  his  fafcty,  vv'ill  at  the  fame  time  be  ufeful 
for  my  interells  and  his  own  fortune.  I  embraced 
the  knees  of  fo  excellent  a  King,  to  fhew  him  the 
ardour  of  my  gratitude;  but  appearing  fo  fenfible 
to  his  goodnefs  for  Patrick,  I  entreated  him  further 
to  extend  his  favour  to  Tenermill. 

The  King's  intention  was  iincere,  and  perhaps 
would  have  produced  immediately  fome  effe<5i:,  if 
his  commands  had  been  fulfilled  with  more  dili- 
gence ;  but  Anglefey  got  the  ftart  of  them  by  his. 
He  went  direftly  to  Dilnick.  The  gentleman,  who 
accompanied  him,  interefted  perhaps  in  his  fervicc 
by  other  hopes,  had  given  fuch  an  artful  turn  to  his 
coramiifion,  that  Dilnick^- whom  ncceffity  alone  had 
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made  hearken  to  our  propofals,  was  in  raptures  to 
find  To  fair  an  opportunity  of  fliaking  off  tlie  yoke, 
and  of  preferviiig  the  honour  of  his  niece,  without 
being  obh'ged  to  obferve  the  lead  caution  in  refpeft 
of  us.  He  gave  his  promife  to  Anglefey  ;  and  imme- 
diately afTcmning  a  right  from  this  new  engagement 
to  deliver  himfelf  from  Tenermill,  he  declared  to  him, 
that  from  his  views,  which  he  affected  to  wrap  up 
in  obfcure  terms,  he  was  obliged  to  forbid  him  the 
houfc,  and  all  accefs  to  his  niece.  Love,  though  mor- 
tally affliding  Tenermill,  yet  infpired  him  with  mode- 
ration enough  to   keep   in  his   complaints  :    I  found 

him  at  the  Count   De  S 's  on   my   arrival   from 

8t.  Germain.  He  informed  me  what  had  thrown  him 
into  the  agitations  he  was  in,  and  my  account  aug- 
mented them  ;  but  I  had  fo  much  hopes  from  the 
King's  goodnefs,  that  my  confolations  had  the  power 
of  calming  his  mind. 

During  this  time,  the  fame  courier,  who  was 
charged  to  call  back  Anglefey  and  the  gentleman 
employed  in  his  favour,  carried  alfo  an  order  to  Dil- 
nick  to  appear  at  St.  Germain.  This  was  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  King's  promifes,  who  fcrioufly  em- 
ployed himfelf  about  the  concerns  of  my  brother, 
and  was  defirous  of  putting  an  end  at  once  to  the  two 
affairs  I  had  communicated  to  him.  Dilnick,  flat- 
tered with  the  attention  they  appeared  to  fliev/  him, 
and  looking  on  it  as  the  confcquences  of  the  meffagc 
he  had  juft  before  received,  left  Paris  in  fo  much 
hafte,  that  arriving  above  an  hour  before  the  other 
two,  he  heard  from  the  King's  own  mouth  the 
change  that  Prince  had  made  in  his  firil  orders.  Per- 
haps having  made  the  bell  of  the  refpedl  with  which 
he  had  received  thera,  the  fame  rcafon  would  have 
had  the  power  of  keeping  in  his  murmurs  upon 
hearing  they  were  changed  ;  but  the  King  pafling 
immediately  to  the  affair  of  Patrick,  and  exhorting 
him  to  put  an  end  to  it,  by  forgetting  a  quarrel, 
which  it  would  be  ufelcfs  to  revive,  this  mention 
of  the  moft  piercing  of  his  vexations  fcrved  as  a 
B  z  pretext 
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pretext  to  oppofe  openly  what  at  firfl:  \\t  had  not 
durll  to  have  rejefted.  He  traced  back  with  great 
warmth  all  the  outrages  he  had  received  from  my 
brother  in  the  perfon  of  his  niece,  and  not  limiting 
himfelf  to  the  pretence  that  his  fchemes  of  revenge 
were  juft,  he  had  the  boldnefs  to  demand  of  the 
King,  if  it  were  worthy  of  his  goodnefs  to  propofc 
to  him  the  brother  of  his  moll  mortal  enemy  for  a 
hufband  to  his  niece.  A  King  even  more  eafy  and 
condefcending  would  have  been  offended  at  this  qucf- 
tion ;  but  James  the  Second,  whofe  fweetnefs  of 
temper  heightened  and  fet  off  all  his  other  virtues, 
did  not  anfwer  this  reproach  otherwife  than  by  per- 
fiiafions  founded  upon  maxims  of  religion,  and  upon 
the  neceflity  of  peace,  even  for  the  mtereft  of  both 
families.  His  inftances  were  fo  prefling,  that  they 
put  Dilnick  to  filence  ;  and  this  was  the  greateil  vic- 
tory he  could  obtain  over  this  inflexible  heart ; 
for  his  inward  fentiments  were  not  in  the  leaft  foften- 
cd  by  them.  But  the  King,  induced  to  believe  that 
he  fubmitted  to  his  orders,  thought  no  more  than 
to  confirm  him  in  this  difpofition  by  all  the  careffes 
that  were  familiar  to  this  great  Prince. 

In  going  out  of  the  apartments,  his  misfortune  and 
ours  was,  that  he  met  Anglefey,  who  arrived  with  the 
gentleman  difpatched  with  him.  He  took  him  afide 
to  impart  to  him  the  King's  intentions,  but  took 
care  to  affure  him  of  his  own  ;  and  having  renewed 
to  him  all  his  promifes,  he  eafily  made  him  under- 
ftand,  that  if  he  wifhed  for  the  execution  of  them, 
he  ought  not  to  go  into  the  King's  prefence,  who 
would  infallibly  oblige  him  to  renounce  his  preten- 
fions.  Anglefey  followed  his  advice  without  hefita- 
tion  ;  they  chofe  to  return  together  to  Paris,  not- 
with (landing  the  King's  exprefs  orders  to  Dilnick  to 
wait  for  the  arrival  of  Patrick,  between  whom  he 
was  willing  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation.  Upon 
my  having  acquainted  this  Prince  with  Patrick's  re- 
treat, he  difpatched  a  courier  to  him,  who  went  off 
immediately.     Thus  my  brother  was  upon  the  road 

to 
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to  St.  Germain,  while  Dilnick  and  Anglefey  retook 
that  to  Paris. 

They  met  at  a  little  diftancc  from  the  town.  If 
Patrick  could  not  fee  Dilnick  without  feeling  much 
emotion,  anger  was  the  fole  paflion  that  took  poffef- 
fion  of  the  other  when  he  faw  my  brother.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  the  prefence  of  Anglefey  flopped  his  firft 
tranfports.  He  fancied  with  juftice,  that  it  was  not 
in  the  fight  of  a  common  friend,  that  he  ought  to 
proceed  to  violence  ;  and  this  thought  obliging  him  to 
affume  a  calm  air,  he  contented  himfelf  to  come  up 
to  Patrick,  and  tell  him  in  few  words  the  defign  he 
had  to  revenge  himfelf.  He  made  this  declaration 
with  fo  much  caution,  that  Anglefey  taking  no  um- 
brage at  it,  my  brother  eafily  found  means  of  dif- 
guifing  his  anfwer.  He  promifed  to  go  to  Paris 
upon  his  leaving  St.  Germain,  and  to  give  Dilnick 
immediate  notice  of  his  arrival  What  they  added 
to  this  converfation  related  to  nothing  but  the  change 
made  in  the  intended  journey  to  Germany,  which 
Anglefey  complained  of  not  having  known  earlier, 
and  parting  with  the  ufual  appearances  of  friendiliip, 
they  continued  their  refpe<ftivc  journies. 

The  King  feemed  extremely  irritated  againft  Dil' 
nick,  when  having  feen  my  brother  appear,  he  in 
rain  had  an  enquiry  made  for  his  enemy.  The  gen- 
tleman, who  had  ferved  for  a  guide  to  Anglefey,  gave 
an  account  not  only  of  the  precipitation  of  his  de- 
parture, but  of  the  advice  he  had  given  Anglefey  to 
follow  him.  This  temerity  could  not  but  turn  to 
the  advantage  of  Patrick  ;  fo  that  the  goodnefs  of 
the  King  appeared  from  thence  more  ardent  in  his  fa- 
vour. Having  done  him  the  honour  of  talking  to 
him  a  lon^  time,  he  laid  open  to  him  the  occafion  he 
had  of  his  fervices  in  Spain  ;  and  although  birth, 
faid  the  King  obligingly,  dillinguifhes  itfclfmore 
than  all  dignities,  yet  he  invelted  him  with  the  title. 
of  Lord  Cliamberlai«,  to  let  him  know  what  fluire  he 
would  henceforth  give  him  in  his  confidence.  In 
rd^tion  to  Dilnick,  he  rccornmeniJcd  to  him  to  avoid 
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iiieeting  this  furious  man,  and  promiled  to  take  oilier 
nieafures  to  iiifpire  him  with  more  moderation.  Pa- 
trick, bound  by  the  common  maxims  of  honour, 
made  no  anfwer  to  this  exhortation,  from  the  fear  of 
ch-awing  on  himfelf  a  peremptory  prohibition;  but, 
lodging  in  the  bottom  of  his  heart  the  impreflipn  of 
Dilnick*s  menaces,  he  was  not  lefs  urged  with  the 
defire  of  getting  to  Paris,  to  know  without  delay 
what  his  threats  could  have  in  them  fo  terrible  ;  and 
his  impatience  appeared  fo  vifible  to  the  King's  eyes, 
that  this  Prince  liaving  at  length  miftrufled  what  was 
the  caufe,  he  ordered  him  a  guard,  whom  he  com- 
manded to  follow  him  without  intermiffion  till  his 
departure  for  Spain. 

T'.;:s  obftacle  did  not  hinder  him  from  taking  im- 
mediately the  road  to  Paris  ;  and  thus  overthrowing 
all  my  precautions,  he  went  diredly  to  Dilnick,  with 
whom  he  had  a  very  brifk  converfation  ;  they  de- 
ceived the  vigilance  of  the  guard,  by  talking  in  the 
Irifli  language.  The  refult  of  this  heat  was,  that 
Dilnick  fhcald  go  fecretly  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain, 
and  there  wait  for  my  brother.  Befides  the  neceflity 
the  guard  had  laid  him  under,  of  conftraining  him- 
felf, Patrick  did  not  forget  what  he  had  to  fear  In 
France  from  his  firfl:  duel,  and  into  what  embarraff- 
iKent  he  mull  of  necefiity  call  himfelf  in  the  courtt 
of  law  by  a  new  quarrel.  But  if  it  was  prudence 
that  made  him  think  of  turning  over  Dilnick  to  Spain 
for  fatisfadlion,  the  fame  reafon  might  have  made 
Dilnick  defire  to  battle  it  in  France.  The  condition 
Iiis  niece  was  yet  ia,  did  not  fuffer  him  to  remove  far 
from  her.  He  propofed  to  leave  Paris  in  a  litter 
under  the  guidance  of  Anglefey,  and  the  fame  day 
to  finilh  his  difference  with  my  brother.  If  the 
chance  of  arms  declared  for  him,  he  reckoned  upon 
it  that  he  fhould  be  immediately  able  to  get  to  the 
fea-fide.  Although  he  returned  from  St.  Germain 
■with  this  projedl,  he  was  prevented  from  engaging 
by  the  prcfence  of  the  guard,  and  was  obliged  to 

change 
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change  his  thoughts  at  the   defire  of  Patrick  him- 
felf. 

In  the  mean-time,  when  being  alone  at  home  he 
had  made  new  refledlions  on  the  danger  to  which  he 
fhould  abandon  his  niece,  and  the  delays  he  fliould 
be  cxpofed  to,  his  firft  defign  returned  fo  ftrongly 
upon  his  mind,  that  he  determined  to  pafs  over  the 
conliderations  that  had  (lopped  him.  Such  a  furions 
projed  could  not  come  into  the  mind  of  any  body 
but  him  ;  for  the  guard  not  lofing  fight  of  my  bro- 
ther a  moment,  another  would  have  feared  to  have 
had  an  enemy  more  than  one  to  combat,  or  at  ieaft 
to  find  himfelf  taken  and  arrefted  upon  any  attempt 
to  attack  Patrick.  Nothing  was  capable  of  difmay- 
ing  him ;  difcovering  himfelf  only  to  the  faithlefs 
Anglefey,  he  did  not  refufe  the  requeft  made  him  to 
embark  in  the  quarrel;  that  is  to  fay,  Anglefey  fa- 
crificing  all  the  rights  of  gratitude  and  Iriendfhip 
to  love,  (hould  undertake  to  attack  the  guard,  and 
lay  him  under  the  ncceflity  of  thinking  of  his  ovva 
defence.  Thus,  by  the  moil  rafh  refolution  in  the 
Avorld,  they  determined  to  go  in  queft  of,  and  joint 
their  enemies  on  the  fpot,  if  it  were  poffiblc,  as  they 
took  their  way  out  of  Paris  in   the  road   to  the  ca- 

ftle  of  the  Count  De  S ,  to  which  they  had  no 

doubt  but  Patrick  would  make  haftc  to  return. 

It  was  eafy  for  them  indeed  to  learn   that   Patrick 

tvaa  at  the  Count  De  S 's  houfe,  and  to  have 

his  departure  watched.  They  followed  him  with  fo 
much  precaution,  that  having  chofen  on  the  road 
the  moft  proper  place  for  executing  their  defign,  they 
had  all  the  eafe  they  could  defire  to  overtake  the 
chaife.  The  guard  being  on  horfe-back,  Anglefey 
took  him  afide,  while  Dilnick  preffcd  my  brother  to 
alight.  The  furprife  he  was  in  to  fee  himfelf  attack- 
ed againft  the  faith  of  fo  late  an  agreement,  did  not 
hinder  hira  from  thinking  to  put  himfelf  upon  his  de- 
fence with  a  good  grace.  The  combat  was  long  and 
hold  ;  at  length  the  rafh  Dilnick  found  in  it  hia  pu- 
Miihracntl  He  was  pierced  through  with  a  mortal 
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wound,  having  firft  received  one  more  flight,  which 
helped  only  to  provoke  his  fury.  Anglcfey  feeing 
him  fall  lifelefs,  left  the  guard,  with  whom  he  was 
Jefs  hurt  than  amufed ;  he  made  fomc  excufes  to  my 
brother,  which  he  gave  little  ear  to,  but  advifed  him 
immediately  to  remove  himfelf  by  flight  into  a  place 
of  fecurity. 

Patrick  and  his  guard  had  no  other  choice  than  to 
return  direAly  to  St.  Germain,  to  give  an  account 
to  the  King  of  a  mifchance  they  could  by  no  means 
avoid.  Patrick  put  the  corpfc  of  Dilnick  into  his 
chaife,  and  mounted  the  horfe  of  one  of  his  fcr- 
vants,  to  whom  ht  gave  orders  to  return  to  Paris 
behind  the  chaife,  and   to   go   to  the   houfe  of  the 

Count  De  S ,  where  he  had  left  me.     The  com- 

mifiion  he  had  charged  him  with,  was  to  inform  me 
of  this  melancholy  adventure,  and  to  commit  to  me 
the  care  of  burying  the  body  he  had  fent  me.  I  was 
with  the  Count  and  my  Lord  Temermill  when  this 
mournful  prefent  came  to  me.  The  care  they  took 
of  drawing  the  curtains  of  the  chaife  took  away  all 
fufpicion  from  the  Count's  fervants,  and  Patrick's 
lacquey  had  difcretion  enough  not  to  difcover  his 
mailer's  orders  to  any  body  but  me.  I  adored  the 
difpofitions  of  Providence,  which  did  not  leave  mc 
one  moment  to  breatl  i  after  fo  many  difturbances  ; 
and  thinking  I  had  no  other  choice  to  make  in  this 
matter  than  to  bury  Dilnick  privately,  I  had  him 
carried  to  Saifons,  where  I  propofed  to  go  imme- 
diately, and  take  that  care  on  myfelf. 

But  going  back  to  the  Count  and  Temermill,  I 
immediately  informed  them  of  what  I  had  juft  learn- 
ed. If  the  heart  of  a  good  man  could  feel  any  joy 
ur  the  misfortune  of  another,  when  it  might  turn  to 
his  own  advantage,  I  Ihould  have  fufpefted  Temermill 
not  to  have  heard  m^  without  fome  return  of  com- 
placency in  relation  to  his  own  proper  interefts.  But 
then  he  anticipated  this  fufpicion  by  his  anfwer ;  I 
lament  the  unfortunate  Dilnick,  faid  he,  and  I  banifh 
from   me    the   memory   of  every  thing  that  might 

make 
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raake  me  think  of  his   death   with   other  fentiments. 
Neverthelefs,  added  he,  you    will   not   be   furprifed, 
that  not  having  any  thing   farther   to   fear   from    the 
competition  of  Anglefey,   I  refumc  all  my  hopes,  and 
am  returning  this  moment  to  Sarah.      I  ilopped  him. 
You  give  little  attention,  faid  1,  to  a   thoufand   dif- 
heulties,  that  ought  to  make  you  lefs   hafty.     What 
I  fear  from  the  very  misfortune  of  her   uncle,  which 
may  prove  a  new  obftacle  to  your  views,  is   not  per- 
haps the  mod  llrong.      But  what  arc   you  going   to 
fay  to  Sarah,  and  how  do  you  hope  to   conceal  from 
her  this  new  accident,  which  (lie   cannot   hear  with- 
out being   informed  of  more  of  the   fame   kind   of 
mifchiefs  ?    We  are  ignorant,   continued  I,    whether 
ihe  hath  been  told  of  the  death  of  her  father,  of  the 
lad  refolutions  of  Patrick  }  or,  .if  it  be  probable  that 
Dilnick  might  not  have  concealed   for   any  time   her 
misfortunes,  we  are  yet  more  uncertain  of  the   dic£t 
they  have  produced  on  her.     Will   you  go  and  carry 
her  news  at   a   hazard   capable   of  making   her   fink 
under  the  burden    of  it,  and  fpeak  to   her   of  mar- 
riage or  of  love,  when  fhe   is  not  perhaps   taken   up 
with   any   thing   but   the   horror   of   her  fate  ?  Ha- 
ving prevented  him  by  thefe  rcflcdtions,  I  propofed  to 
him  to  abandon  to  me  the  conduct   of  an   cntcrprife, 
that  required  a  mind  lefs    diilurbed   than  his  ;  and  I 
perfuadcd  him  to  confent  to  remain  with  the   Count, 
■whilft  1  (hould  go  and  inform   myfelf  of  the  condi- 
tion,   and  feel   the  difpofitiona  of   the   unfortunate 
Sarah. 

Neither  confidence  nor  courage  were  ncceffary  for 
me  in  this  enterprife  ;  but  I  was  fcnfiblc  of  the  need 
I  had  of  much  precaution  and  addrcfs.  Jacin,  who 
followed  me,  did  not  fecm  proper  for  the  difcovcries 
I  was  willing  to  begin  with.  I  muit  have  a  fpy,  who 
was  not  known  to  the  fervants,  and  who  might  adilt 
me  without  giving  them  any  fufpicion  of  my  defign. 
I  took  advice  of  the  Count,  who  offered  me  the  Ser- 
vices of  a  difcrcct  and  faithful  friend,  whofe  talentd 
he  had  employed  id  carrying  on  the  intrigue  with  my 
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filler.  Having  given  him  notice  to  come  immedi- 
ately to  us  at  his  houfe,  vire  inftrudcd  him  in  all  the 
circumftances  neceflary  for  him  to  know,  and  told 
him  every  thing  we  defired  to  learn  by  his  diligence. 
He  put  on  the  fame  difguife,  under  which  he  had  for- 
merly come  to  me  from  the  Count  to  carry  me  to 
the  Carthufian  monaftery,  and  not  having  known  him 
at  firft  fight,  1  recolledled  his  air  and  figure  with 
amazement,  as  foon  as  he  had  changed  his  drefs. 

I  followed  him  till  he  had  got  to  a  certain  di- 
ftance  from  Sarah^s  houfe,  and  the  time  I  paffed  in 
waiting  for  him  was  taken  up  by  my  forrowful  re- 
fle6lions.  They  did  not  hinder  me,  neverthelefs,  from 
keeping  my  eyes  fixed  on  Sarah's  door.  I  faw  a 
chair  carried  into  it,  which  foon  after  came  out 
again.  As  I  had  obferved,  that  it  was  empty  when  it 
went  in,  I  faw  as  plainly,  that  it  was  not  fo  coming 
out.  But  my  curiofity  would  have  proceeded  no  far- 
ther, if  I  had  not  perceived  the  Count's  friend,  wha 
came  out  alfo  to  follow  it.  His  eyes  found  me  out 
in  the  retreat  I  had  chofen,  and  I  imagined,  from  a 
hafly  beck  he  gave  me  with  his  hand,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  impatience  he  had  to  fpeak  to  me,  he 
was  obliged  by  a  motive  Hill  more  prcfling  not  to  quit 
the  chair.  I  made  no  fcruple  to  join  him.  Ah  ! 
faid  he,  proceeding  forward  with  me,  could  you  ever 
imagine  who  it  is  I  am  taking  care  of,  and  where  I 
am  going  ?  It  is  Sarah  is  in  this  chair ;  it  is  fhe  her- 
felf,  who  upon  the  difcourfe  1  have  had  with  her, 
has  wifhcd  to  be  carried  to  the  Count's,  and  has  re- 
fufed  to  return  to  Ireland  with  Anglefey,  in  order  to 
defire  a  fan<^uary  in  the  bofom  of  your  family. 

If  nothing  could  have  happened  to  me  more  agreeable, 
nothing  alfo  was  more  capable  of  giving  me  greater 
furprife.  I  prayed  this  lucky  negociator  to  inform 
me,  as  we  walked  along,  by  what  art  he  had  found 
the  way  of  doing  that  in  an  inftant,  which  I  durft  not 
have  promifed  m\  felf  fuccefs  in  from  all  my  endea- 
vours and  cares.  He  told  me,  that  having  pofted 
himfelf  at  Sarah's  door;  under  pretence  of  offering  her 

his 
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his  fervices  for  Ireland,  he  had  been  received  there 
with  fo  much  the  more  eafe,  as  they  were  preparing 
every  thing  to  undertake  the  fame  journey.  This 
hint,  which  he  had  got  from  the  fervants,  had  at 
firft  cmbarraffed  him  ;  but  becoming  from  thence  more 
eager  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  commiflion,  he  pretended 
at  all  hazards,  that  he  had  come  there  on  Anglcfey*s 
account,  who  being  obliged  to  go  before  Sarah,  tKe 
fervices  he  could  do  her  related  to  her  embarkmcnt, 
upon  which,  Anglefey  had  given  it  him  in  charge  to 
confult  her.  He  had  expofed  himfelf  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  an  impoflor,  if  Anglefey  fliould  have  happened 
unluckily  to  be  with  her ;  but  with  the  reafons  he 
had  to  believe  him  far  off,  and  not  daring  to  ufe  the 
name  of  Dilnick,  becaufe  he  was  yet  uncertain  whe- 
ther ftie  were  informed  of  his  misfortune,  nothing 
appeared  to  him  more  fpecious  to  improve  upon,  than 
the  authority  of  a  man,  whofe  influences  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  had  a  great  fliare  in  the  hurry  he  faw 
in  the  houfe.  However  it  were,  he  found  it  very 
lucky  that  Anglefey  had  not  in  reality  the  hardinefs 
to  come  back.  Upon  his  coming  into  Paris  he  chofe 
to  write  to  Sarah,  and  to  frame  a  ftory  of  an  ima- 
ginary adventure,  which  had  obliged  Dilnick  immedi- 
ately to  take  poft,  and  himfelf  to  make  the  fea-fide 
with  all  expedition.  But  as  they  had  both  declared  be- 
fore they  went  to  the  combat,  that  they  mull  return 
to  Ireland,  and  that  the  preparations  for  their  depar- 
ture were  not  eafy  for  ftrangers,  who  had  refided 
fo  (hort  a  time  at  Paris,  Anglefey  had  enlarged  more 
than  ever  in  his  letter  on  the  neccflity  there  wan 
for  Sarah  and  her  fervants  not  to  continue  long  at 
Paris.  He  had  given  her  room  to  fear  fome  part  of 
the  danger  he  fuppofed  her  uncle  threatened  with  ; 
and  having  fcnt  to  her  a  man  of  truft,  whom  he  had 
charged  to  dlfpofc  her  to  the  journey  according  to  the 
firft  meafures  of  Dilnick,  he  had  reckoned  that  flie 
would  determine  herfelf  upon  his  word  to  follow  an 
advice  fo  urgent.  One  might  moreover  cafily  pene- 
trate the  principal    motive    that    fet   him   at    work.' 

Yielding 
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Yielding  with  reafon  to  the  pieixing  alarms  remain- 
ing from  his  wicked  outrage,  he  was  obliged,  for  the 
fafety  of  his  life,  not  to  lofe  a  moment  in  getting  out 
of  the  way  ;  and  full  of  hopes,  which  he  could  not 
with  any  patience  renounce,  he  would  fain  drag 
away  Sarah  after  him,  in  order  to  draw  all  the 
advantage  poflible  from  what  Dilnick  had  done  in 
his  favour,  before  (he  could  get  an  account  of  his 
death. 

The  Count's    friend   having    obtained    liberty   of 
feeing  her,  found  her  under  the  agitations  into  which 
this  news  had  juR.  then  cafl  her.     She  had  been  pre- 
pared for  thefe  troubles  by  the  meafures  Dilnick  had 
taken  for  her  departure,  and  by  the    orders   he  had 
given  her  to  receive  Anglefey  as  a  man  who  muft  be 
her  hufoand.     But  thefe  two  propofals  throwing  her 
rt  fird  into  a   mortal   melancholy,  every   thing  that 
tended  to  hallen  the  cffeils,  was  only  fit  to   augment 
her  trouble.      In  the   mean- time,  with   the   fubmif- 
flon   of  an   unfortunate  vi<ftlm,    who   could   find  no 
means  to  withdraw  hcrfelf  from  her  dependence,  fhe 
had  communicated  Anglefey*s  letter  to  her  fervants  ; 
and  not   having   power  to  declare   her  inclinations, 
fhe  favir  them   make  preparations   for   her  departure 
■with  tears    in   her  eyes,  and  defpafr   in   her   heart. 
The  death  of  her  father,  the  abfolute  feparation   of 
Patrick,    every  thing  that    we  had  endeavoured    to 
conceal  from  her  with  fo  much  care,  were  not  all  the 
wounds    fhe    had    yet    to    receive  :     The    boifterous 
Dilnick  had  with  aH  his  flclll   endeavoured   to  make 
her  relifh  more  eafily  his  new  propofals,  and  reckon- 
ing as  nothing  tht-  piercing  of  her  by  the  mofl  grie- 
Tous  flrokes,  he  had  interpreted  the  amazement  that 
had  checked  the  courfe  of  her  tears,  as  the  mark  of  a 
-change  he  defired  to  find  in  her.     In  this  fituation,  fee- 
ing the  Corait*s  friend  come  in,  who  had  given  her  no- 
tice that  he  was  a  meffenger  from  Anglefey  and  Dil- 
nick, fhe  expvfted  nothing  from  his  firft   words,  but 
that  he  came  to  inform  her  that  Oie  mufl  go,  and  that 
he  was  fent  to  ferve  her  as  a  guide.    I  know  not  whe- 
ther 
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ther  flie  would  have  embraced  the  fide  of  fubmifrion  ; 
but  (he  had  fcarce  heard  that  he  was  come  to  her  from 

mc,   and   from  the   Count   and  Countefs  of  S y 

than  opening  her  heart  to  hopes,  (he  h'fted  herfelf 
up  on  her  bed  with  as  much  lightnefs  and  aftivity 
as  if  (he  had  no  fe^-ling  from  her  wound  ;  and  taking 
notice,  by  the  windings  he  ufed  in  delivering  him* 
fcif,  that  he  thought  he  rin<cd  fomething  in  fpeak- 
ing  openly,  (he  interrupted  him  with  ardour,  to  con- 
jure him  to  let  her  know,  in  two  words,  if  (he  had 
any  ground  of  dependence  remaining  on  my  friend- 
Ihip,  and  on  that  of  the  Count  and  Countefs.  The 
aiTurance  (he  immediately  received  of  it  fecmed  to  give 
her  as  much  (Irength  as  joy.  She  did  not  give  him 
leave  to  fini(h  what  he  had  to  fay.  1  am  within  a 
moment,  faid  (he,  of  feeing  myfelf  forced  to  quit 
Paris,  and  perhaps  to  accept  a  man  for  a  hufband 
whom  1  deteil.  The  only  way  open  to  preferve  mc 
from  the  tyranny  of  my  uncle,  is  to  feek  a  fanduary 
in  the  gencrofity  and  fricndfhip  of  the  Countefs  of 
S  Go  immediately  and  requed  this  favour  for 

me.  He,  who  judged  from  our  own  longings,  that 
we  had  nothing  to  hope  for  more  happy,  boldly  took 
on  him  to  warrant  our  difpofitions  on  that  head,  and, 
perhaps  flattered  with  the  opinion  he  was  going  to 
give  us  of  his  dexterity  in  returning  fo  foon  with 
fuch  good  proofs  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  commifTion, 
ordered  chairmen  to  be  called,  and  prefTcd  Sarah  to 
make  ufc  of  them  that  moment.  The  orders  (he 
left  with  herfervants  were,  not  to  flacken  in  the  pre- 
parations for  her  departure  ;  but,  as  they  condiled  in 
nothing  but  packing  up  her  luggage,  and  filling  her 
trunks,  this  care  would  equally  Icrve  the  defjgn  of 
removing  .them  to  the  Count's. 

Thus,  without  having  executed  his  principal  com- 
milTion,  our  friend  had  in  truth  rendered  to  Tcner- 
mill  and  Sarah  a  fervice  much  more  important  than 
I  durd  hope  for.  But  the  difficulty  (till  remained 
intire,  to  know  from  herfelf  what  (he  thought  of  the 
irreparable  ficp  of  Fiilrick,  and  how  (lie  was  difpofed 

for 
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for  Tencrmill.  I  hugged  myfclf  with  knowing,  that 
fhc  was  already  informed  of  what  I  fliould  have 
had  the  mod  difficult  tafk  to  communicate  to  her  ; 
for,  with  the  fubjefts  of  complaint  fhe  had  againft 
Dilnick,  I  did  not  look  on  the  news  of  his  death  as 
a  diicovery  dangerous  to  her,  or  at  lead  I  did  not 
fear  from  thence  a  renewal  of  grief,  which  could  add 
any  thing  to  what  flie  had  felt  from  the  death  of  her 
father,  and  the  la  ft  refolution  of  Patrick.  We  got 
to  the  Count  of  S 's  in  the  midft  of  thefe  reflec- 
tions. Her  furprife  was  great  to  perceive  me  fo  near 
her  chair  ;  but  that  of  Tenermill  was  much  greater  to 
fee  her,  as  it  were,  brought  even  to  him  into  his  apart- 
ment. Though  he  had  a  houfe  of  his  own  at  Paris, 
finding  himfelf  in  it  without  fervants  and  without  fur- 
niture, having  left  all  his  people  at  Dunkirk,  he  had 
taken  no  other  lodging  than  that  of  the  Count's. 

Sarah  was  yet  too  weak  to  keep  long  out  of  bed ; 
ftie  accepted  of  one  that  was  immediately  offered  her 
by  the  Countefs.  We  had  the  discretion  in  this  iiril 
moment  not  to  let  any  thing  drop  from  us  that 
might  recal  her  grief;  and  fhe  herfelf,  perceiving  our 
views,  thought  of  nothing  but  fhewing  her  acknow- 
ledgments of  gratitude  for  the  fervices  we  were  fo 
ready  to  do  her.  But  as  foon  as  fhe  had  retired  into 
the  apartment  that  my  fifler  had  appointed  for  her, 
ilie  prayed  me  to  go  in  with  her  alone.  The  tears 
I  faw  burfl  out,  and  which,  for  fome  moments  took 
from  her  the  power  of  fpeaking,  difcovered  the  vio- 
lence fhe  had  done  herfelf  in  keeping  them  in.  Alas  ! 
faid  fhe,  after  relieving  herfelf  by  fome  fighs,  do  you 
know  any  one  whofe  fate  refembles  mine  ?  1  am  a 
ftranger  in  a  family,  wherein  1  ought  to  hold  the  fame 
rank  with  her,  who  has  the  generofity  to  afford  me 
a  fanftuary.  I  owe  only  to  friendfhip,  and  perhaps 
to  compaffion,  what  I  fhould  hold  by  my  own  proper 
rights,  if  they  had  not  been  cruelly  ufurped.  1  have 
no  longer  any  other  pretenfion  remaining  to  life  or 
repofe,  but  that  which  they  would  leave  me  by  fa- 
vour ;  and  when  the  fpite  of  my  fate,  and  the  cruelty 

of 
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of  men  ftiould  ceafe  to  crufli  me  with  new  wounds, 
that  grief  and  bitternefs,  which  yet  always  remains 
in  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  is  fufficient  to  render  mc 
the  moft  unfortunate  of  all  my  fex. 

She  flopped,  being  drowned  in  tears,  and  fmo- 
thered  even  more  by  the  multitude  of  her  forrow- 
ful  refletlions,  than  by  the  abundance  of  her  fobs* 
A  fight  fo  moving  had  foftencd  me  even  into  tears> 
and  I  more  than  once  took  out  my  handkerchief  to 
wipe  them  away.  At  length,  refuming  her  words 
with  a  feeble  and  trembling  voice,  I  have  loft  my 
father,  continued  flie,  I  have  loft  my  huft)and  ;  the 
fenfc  of  finding  in  me  fo  little  obedience,  is  about 
lofing  me  the  efteem  and  afFedlion  of  my  uncle  ;  I 
have  loft  every  thing  ;  I  have  nothing  more  remain- 
ing, my  dear  Dean,  than  to  beg  your  aid  to  help  mc 
to  die,  Alas  !  hear  mc,  added  (he,  feeing  me  open 
my  mouth  to  fweeten  thofc  black  ideas  by  fomc 
words  of  confolation,  fufFer  me  to  finifh,  and  refer 
your  exhortations  and  advice  until  I  have  acquaint- 
ed you  with  all  my  fentiments.  You  ought  not  to 
doubt  me,  but  that  in  retiring  among  you  to  avoid 
the  perfecutions  of  my  uncle  in  favour  of  Anglefey,  1 
did  not  refledl  that  this  was  to  expofe  rayfclf  to  thofe 
of  my  Lord  Tenermill ;  and  how  are  they  perhaps  go- 
ing to  be  augmented,  when  they  fliall  appear  to  him 
julHfied  by  the  abfolute  lofs  of  all  my  hopes  ?  But  I 
declare  to  you  here,  what  will  be  more  agreeable  to 
liim  to  hear  from  you  than  from  me,  I  proclaim  my 
eternal  hatred  to  whoever  fhall  dare  to  pronounce  to 
me  the  name  of  Lore  ;  and  this  difpofition  (liall  infal- 
libly continue  all  my  life.  Neverthelefs,  as  I  have  no- 
thing but  the  fentiments  of  my  grief  to  objeft  to  him, 
and  that  after  having  loft  the  k>le  good  that  could 
make  mc  happy,  I  would  not  refufe  my  happi- 
nefs  from  him,  if  I  were  capable  of  accepting  it  from 
any  one,  I  have  no  thought  either  to  fly  him,  or  to 
rejcdl  his  cares  :  I  even  think  of  giving  him  a  to- 
ken of  my  gratitude,  which  he  little  expeds.  I  know 
he  19  not  rich.     My  cftatc  is  ufclcfg  to  me,  as  long  at 

the 
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the  Count  and  his  fpoufe  will  conferve  the  fentimentf 
they  have  for  me ;  which  may  he  enjoy  until  death 
has  delivered  me  from  my  pains,  or  till  a  change,  that 
I  do  not  forefec,  fhall  have  given  me  a  relifti  for  other 
pleafures  than  forrow  and  tears.  The  fole  condition 
I  impofe  on  him  is,  never  to  fpeak  to  me  of  marriage 
or  love. 

A  declaration  fo  formal,  took  from  me  the  very  de- 
fire  of  oppoling  her  fentiments.  But,  in  the  name  of 
Tenermill  rejecting  the  offer  fhe  made  of  the  ufe  of 
her  ellate,  I  prayed  her  to  believe  us  as  capable  as 
herfelf  of  a  generous  fentiment,  and  not  to  fufped  any 
view  of  intereft  in  our  ferviccs.  My  brother,  faid  T, 
afpires  to  the  happinefs  of  pleafing  you.  He  will 
know  how  to  retrench  even  from  his  cares  every  thing 
that  might  remove  him  from  this  aim,  and  I  find  him 
happy  enough  that  you  confent  to  endure  them.  It 
feemed  to  me  at  the  bottom,  that  this  preference  (lie 
gave  to  him  over  Anglefey  was  flattering  to  him  ;  and 
far  from  judging  of  it  in  another  light,  he  confeffed 
to  me,  when  I  went  to  inform  him  of  what  pafled, 
that  he  drew  from  ther.ce  a  very  fweet  omen  for  the 
fuccefs  of  his  love.  Neverthelefs,  upon  fome  advice 
he  had  received  from  Dunkirk,  he  was  obliged  to  be 
gone  the  day  following  to  rejoin  his  fquadron.  The 
grief  he  had  in  leaving  Sarah,  and  the  inftances  with 
which  he  recommended  to  me  to  cultivate  thofe  feeds 
of  goodnefs  fhe  had  expreffed  for  him,  were  perhaps 
the  moft  tender  fentiments  that  had  ever  dilturbed  his 
heart. 

Anglefey,  impatient  of  the  delay  which  he  afcribed 
to  the  daughter  of  Fincer,  writ  to  her  more  than 
once  to  prefs  her  to  make  hafte  to  Calais.  He  con- 
tinued to  ufe  the  name,  and  to  lay  a  ftrefs  upon  the 
commands  of  her  uncle,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  have 
croffed  the  feas,  and  to  wait  for  her  at  Dover.  At 
length,  being  informed  by  the  letters  of  his  agent 
whom  he  had  left  at  Paris,  of  the  refolution  (he 
had  taken  to  retire  Into  my  family,  and  concluding, 
all  at  once,  that  (he  was  no  longer  in  the  dark  as  to 

the 
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the  death  of  Dilnick,  and  that  fhe  had  furrendered  her- 
felf  to  Tenermill's  paffion,  he  fent  for  his  fifters,  and 
embarked  himfelf  with  them  for  Ireland.  I  had  open- 
ed all  his  letters  by  the  orders  of  Sarah  herfelf,  who 
was  willing  to  fparc  herfelf  that  trouble  :  I  had 
found  in  the  laft,  that  he  had  fpoke  openly  of  the  mif- 
fortune  of  Dilnick,  from  a  fuppofition  that  the  know- 
ledge of  this  accident,  which  fhe  might  have  receiv- 
ed from  fomebody  elfe,  was  the  caufe  that  hindered 
her  from  leaving  Paris,  and  following  the  will  of  her 
uncle  :  This  opportunity  appeared  to  me  fo  natural, 
to  inform  her  in  reality  of  her  lofs,  that  1  thought 
it  my  duty  to  lay  hold  of  it,  without  any  other  pre- 
caution than  to  add  to  my  account  the  ordinary 
confolations  of  religion.  I  had  to  do  with  a  heart 
fo  exerclfed  in  troubles,  that  a  new  misfortune  could 
add  but  little  bitternefs  to  it.  But  the  advantage  I 
drew  from  doing  this,  was  to  faften  clofer  the  bond* 
that  had  linked  her  to  my  family,  by  giving  her 
room  to  think  there  fcarce  remained  any  thing  in  the 
world  fo  near  to  her.  She  ftretched  out  to  me  her 
hand,  upon  communicating  this  reflexion,  and  con« 
jured  me  to  hold  the  place  of  the  father  and  uncle 
ihe  had  loft. 

I  had  the  firft  day  performed  the  funeral  offices 
to  Dilnick,  and  from  an  impatience  to  learn  news  of 
Patrick,  had  difpatched  my  valet  to  the  caftle  of  the 

Count  de   S ,  to  wait  for  his  return.      He  had 

given  me,  the  day  following,  a  detail  that  had  pleaf- 
cd  me,  for  many  reafons.  The  King  had  approved 
of  my  brother's  vigorous  defence,  and  had  taken  upon 
himfelf  to  put  a  ftop  to  all  the  confcquenccs  of  it. 
Neverthelefs,  conceiving  that  a  rencounter  of  this 
nature  might  draw  on  him  a  profccution  at  law, 
and  revive  the  memory  of  his  former  anions,  which 
might  always  expofe  him  to  fomc  danger,  he  had 
riven  him  orders  to  be  gone  two  days  after  to 
Spain,  and  his  inftruftions  had  been  drawn  up  with- 
out any  delay.  Thus,  there  being  nothing  to  call 
bim  back  again  to  St.  Germain,  he  had  taken  his  li- 
cence 
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cencc  of  abfence  from  the  King.  Whatever  might 
now  ilop  him  was  only  decency  to  take  his  leave  of 
us  at  Paris  ;  but  he  had  thought  himfcif,  that  other 
confiderations  fhould  hinder  him  from  appearing  there, 
and  had  taken  the  opportunity  of  Jacin  to  make  his 
apologies.  His  commiflion  was  to  be  of  fo  fhort  a 
continuance,  that  he  reckoned  to  be  back  in  France 
in  four  months,  and  his  intentions  were  not  to  carry 
his  wife  with  him. 

He  would  have  been  fo  unlucky  as  to  have  come 
to  the  Count's  without  knowing  what  he  might  have 
found  there.  1  could  not  be  too  much  pleafed  at  the 
account  that  delivered  me  from  this  diltrcfs.  More- 
over, it  feemed  to  me,  that  among  the  fcruples  yet 
remaining  concerning  his  marriage,  if  the  circum- 
llances  of  his  departure  did  not  give  me  room  to 
propofc  the  reparations  I  thought  ncceffary  to  cover 
the  reproach,  yet  his  abfence  would  at  leafl  leflcn 
what  appeared  criminal  to  my  eyes,  in  a  commerce 
that  I  could  not  bring  myfelf  to  treat  as  lawful.  I 
yet  flattered  myfelf,  that  this  interval  would  give 
me  time  to  obtain  as  formal  a  confent  as  I  could  de- 
fire  from  Sarah  Fincer.  Although  fuch  a  confent 
might  cofl  her  little,  after  the  manner  fhe  had  ex- 
plained herfelf  to  me,  upon  the  lofs  of  all  her  hopes, 
neverthelefs  I  thought  her  aifiiftion  was  yet  too  live- 
ly to  permit  her  to  confent  openly  to  the  happincfs 
of  her  rival ;  and  I  hoped  from  time  what  the  fear 
of  irritating  her  grief  had  obliged  me  to  retard. 

Having  communicated  the  report  of  Jacin  to  the 
Count  de  S — — ,  and  to  Tenermill,  who  had  pre- 
pared himfelf  to  go  to  Dunkirk,  I  had  the  fatisfadtion 
to  fee  them  enter  into  my  views.  We  contented  our- 
felves  in  fending  back  my  valet  to  Patrick,  to  exprcfs 
to  him  our  concern,  that  we  could  not  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  him  before  his  departure,  and  the 
reafons  that  detained  us  at  Paris.  Our  intention  was 
to  give  him  notice  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  wife  ought 
not  to  think,  during  his  abfence,  of  coming  to  the 
Count's.    He  went  away  indeed  the  day  following,  and 

the 
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the  laft  letter  of  Anglefey  arriving  a  few  days  after,  I 
thought  myfclf  from  every  quarter  at  liberty  enough 
to  hope  for  a  little  tranquillity,  after  fo  many  llorms 
and  agitations. 

I  fancied  at  leaft,  that  all  my  duties  were  going-to 
be  confined  to  the  care  of  confoling  Sarah  Fincer, 
and  fome  journies  to  St.  Germain,  from  which  I  could 
not  difpenfe  with  myfelf  at  times,  to  attend  the  duties 
of  my  new  employment.  I  could  not  forget  alfo  ano- 
ther care,  which  was  to  write  into  Ireland,  to  make 
a  refignation  of  my  benefice.  My  vicar  had  fo  well 
merited  this  favour  by  the  conflancy  and  zeal  of 
his  fervices,  that  I  did  not  look  farther  for  a  fuc- 
ccflbr.  I  was  excited  neverthelefs  by  the  advice 
of  feveral  perfons,  not  to  make  too  much  hafte  in 
taking  this  ftep  ;  and  their  reafons  would  have  made 
forae  impreffion  on  me,  had  they  been  more  con- 
formable to  my  principle!.  They  reprefented,  that 
in  the  uncertain  lituation  of  the  King's  affairs,  pru- 
dence ought  not  to  make  me  look  on  the  title  and 
penfion  he  had  granted  me  as  a  very  folid  eflablifh- 
ment ;  and  if  it  fhould  happen  to  fail,  I  fho'uld  per- 
haps bitterly  regret  to  be  deprived  of  the  only  retreat, 
in  which  I  might  reckon  my  real  fettlcment.  I  was 
fenfible  of  the  prudence  of  this  refledlion  ;  but  fince 
I  had  accepted  the  King's  favours,  I  did  not  think 
myfclf  any  longer  at  liberty  to  divide  my  cares. 
Religion  and  charity  are  rules  fo  ftrift,  that  I  trem- 
bled to  have  been  removed  by  fo  long  an  abfence 
from  Coleraine.  The  debt  I  owed  my  flock  could 
no  longer  fquare  with  the  engagements  I  had  ta- 
ken on  me  at  court.  In  fine,  whatever  turn  the 
King's  affairs  might  take,  had  I  not  affurances  enough 

in  the  friendlhip  of  the  Count  and  Counlefs  de  S 

to  look  on  their  houfe  as  an  agreeable  retreat,  from 
which  I  had  no  reafon  to  fear  being  fhut  out  ?  If  I 
was  obflrufted  by  any  defire,  it  waR  that  of  making 
a  journey  to  Ireland,  to  turn  over,  in  my  own  perfon, 
the  precious  burden  on  my  vicar,  of  which  I  had 
thoughts  of  difcltarging  myfclf.      I  forefaw  that  the 

Kin^ 
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King  would,  fooner  or  later,  employ  me  in  pafling  the 
feas,  and  bringing  over  into  France  Linch's  treaiure: 
His  hints  had  made  me  judge,  that  he  would  with 
pleafure  receive  a  propofal  of  this  nature  ;  and  two 
liflWi-^es  of  fuch  importance  had,  without  doubt,  power 
enough  to  fliake  me.  But  fince  my  afFeftion  for  my 
family  was  the  principal  reafon  that  flayed  me  in 
France,  I  looked  upon  that  love  as  another  duty  that 
called  for  all  my  cares.  Sarah  could  not  be  without 
myprefence,  and  the  marriage  of  Patrick  had  left  in 
me  fo  many  fcruples,  that  it  did  not  give  me  liberty 
to  abfent  myfelf  voluntarily,  before  1  was  delivered 
from  them..  So  I  chofe  to  rcfign  my  benefice  by 
letter,  and  to  wait  the  King's  orders  for  Linch's  trea- 
fure. 

My  life  would  have  had  nothing  in  it  difagreeable 
during  the  abfence  of  Patrick,  if  it  had  continued 
a  long  time  fuch  as  I  led  for  about  eight  days. 
All  the  time  I  did  not  pafs  at  St.  Germain  was 
taken  up  with  an  extreme  pleafure  in  confoling  Sa- 
rah Fincer,  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  fociety  full  of 
charms,  in  the  converfation  of  the  Count  and  Coun- 
tefs,  or  in  the  ftudies  of  my  clofet ;  occupations  I 
(hould  never  be  tired  of.  But  when  I  had  the  fpoufe 
of  Patrick  (who  had  taken  on  her  the  title  of  my 
lady)  leaft  in  my  thoughts,  I  was  informed  by  Ja- 
cin,  that  he  had  met  her  in  Paris,  in  a  very  brilliant 
equipage  ;  and  that,  having  had  the  curiofity  to  follow 
her,  he  had  learned  from  her  fervants,  that  fhe  had 
there  hired  a  very  fumptuous  houfe.  I  admired  ^e  was 
fo  foon  weary  of  her  folitude.  Neverthelefs,  not  daring 
to  believe  (he  had  quitted  it  without  the  approbation 
of  my  brother,  I  charged  my  valet  to  dive  more  ful- 
ly into  her  fituation  and  condu6^. 

Jacin  affured  me  two  days  after,  that  if  fhe  was 
fenfible  to  any  thing,  it  had  little  the  appearance  of 
being  for  the  abfence  of  her  hufband  ;  or  if  fuch 
thoughts,  added  he  malicioufly,  made  the  torment 
of  her  heart,  fhe  fpared  for  nothing  to  fweeten  them 
by  all  the  confolations  fhe  could  procure  at  Paris, 

She 
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She  had  given  herfelf  up  to  all  the  pleafures  that 
opportunity  prefented  :  The  play-houfe,  entertain- 
ments, brilliant  affemblies,  with  her  divided  all  the 
day  :  Thofe  of  the  night  were  taken  up  either  in 
giving  fuppers  at  her  houfe,  which  lafted  till  day- 
light, or  in  being  an  ornament  at  the  tables  of 
others,  and  receiving  the  flatteries  addrefled  to  her 
fprightlinefs  and  beauty.  I  ealily  difcovered  from 
this  detail,  that  Jacin  was  ill  difpofed  to  her,  and 
that  he  took  a  pleafure  in  reprefcnting  to  me,  under 
odious  colours,  circumftances  that  might  be  moft  un- 
fufpedled  and  innocent.  His  inclinations  had  always 
a  bias  for  Sarah  ;  he  had  feen  her  moaning,  and  as 
it  were  finking  under  the  weight  of  her  misfor- 
tunes, while  her  rival  was  in  a  Itate  of  triumph 
and  adoration.  This,  then,  was  enough  to  render  the 
turn  of  his  flory  fufpedted  by  me.  Nevertheiefs,  I 
could  not  imagine  that  he  could  have  the  impudence 
to  alter  the  truth  for  the  fake  of  gratifying  his  pre- 
poflcffions,  and  I  refolved  at  leail  to  dive  into  the 
fafts,  but  with  which  (I  could  not  conceal  it)  1  was 
deeply  wounded. 

I  had  never  yet  ftudied  with  care  enough  the  cha- 

rafter  of  Mademoifelle  de  L ,  to  flatter  mv- 

felf  with  having  penetrated  it.  The  opportunity  I 
had  of  feeing  her  familiarly  in  Ireland,  had  led  me 
only  to  judge  of  the  vivacity  of  her  mind*  and  the 
aff"e6lions  of  her  heart,  from  the  fenfibility  I  had  feen 
in  her  for  every  thing  that  was  capable  of  afflifting 
her.  But  this  difpofitlon  is  fo  common  to  women, 
that  I  was  not  from  thence  more  afcertained  of  her 
principles.  •  J  knew  flie  had  been  educated  with 
too  much  conftraint.  Her  praifes,  which  I  had  heard 
my  brother  fo  often  found,  had  given  me  no  furprifc 
from  the  mouth  of  a  lover.  It  might  be  true, 
that  with  the  two  qualities  I  have  juil  now  afcrib- 
cd  to  her,  fhe  hath  drawn  both  prudence  and  mo- 
dcfty  from  her  education.  She  might  even  have 
received  from  nature  as  much  integrity  and  good- 
Dcfs  as  charras  j  but  Patrick  himfelf  had  never  feen 

her 
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her  in  any  of  the  circum (lances,  wherein  to  judge  of 
the  bottom  of  her  fentiments  from  her  deportment. 

Could  it  be  poflible,  faid  I,  in  my  firil  reflections, 
that  {he  could  have  looked  upon  two  months  folitudc 
as  a  fevere  fituation,  to  make  the  amufements  of 
Paris  neceflary,  if  (he  had  a  heart  fo  much  filled 
with  love,  as  fhe  had  perfuaded  my  brother  of?  Or, 
if  it  be  true,  that  her  afFedlion  had  been  fmcere, 
could  fhe  have  a  mind  fo  full  of  levity,  and  an 
imagination  fo  weak,  as  not  to  find  a  refource  in 
herfelf,  nor  in  the  remembrance  of  what  (lie  loved, 
to  fupport  herfelf  againft  tedioufnefs  ?  I  could  not 
fufpedl  her  of  any  thing  that  might  wound  her  du- 
ty, and  knowing  Patrick,  I  could  afflidt  myfelf  only 
in  his  not  having,  found  in  the  companion  of  his  life 
what  I  knew  was  moil  proper  to  pleafe  him. 

I  imparted  to  the  Count  and  Countefs    De   S 

the  forrow  I  felt  from  this  condudt.  They  bani(hed 
my  fufpicions  by  divers  reafons,  and  I  even  found 
in  thofe  of  the  Count  more  of  (ludy  and  thought  than 
my  complaints  appeared  to  call  for.  He  laid  be- 
fore my  eyes  all  the  reafons  that  fliould  feem  to  make 
me  eafy  in  the  affection  and  fidelity  of  Mademolfelle 

De  L for  my   brother  ;  and   not  thinking  her 

capable,  faid  he,  of  lofing  fo  foon  the  memory  of  a 
man  (he  adored,  he  exhorted  me  to  be  fully  fatis- 
lied  in  the  bottom  of  her  fentiments.  There  re- 
mained yet  with  me  a  ftrong  impreffion  from  this 
manner  of  defence  ;  I  flayed  till  I  was  alone  with 
liim.  You  have  not  fpoke,  faid  I,  with  all  the 
opennefs  that  I  expedled  from  your  friendfhip.  This 
reproach  made  him  agree,  that  he  had  concealed 
from  me  one  part  of  his  refledtions,  and  excufing 
himfelf  from  the  fear  he  had  of  being  tranfported 
into  any  rafli  judgment,  he  confefTed,  that  the  doubts 
I  had  of  the  character  of  Mademoifelle  De  L — — 
were  not  a  fentiment  new  to  him.  It  was  not  cu- 
riofity,  continued  he,  that  made  me  obferve  her  in- 
clinations. I  have  feen  her  paffionately  in  love  with 
our  dear  Patrick,  and  I  was  charmed  with  the  mu- 
tual 
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tual  teftiraonies  of  their  afFeftions :  But  the  op- 
portunity I  had  of  feeing  her  freely  during  her  long 
refidence  at  Saifons  made  me  take  notice  of  a  thing 
which  I  took  no  pains  to  difcover.  She  is  indifcreet 
and  fenfual.  Thefe  two  defeats  are  happily  enough 
difguifed  by  an  air  of  modelly,  which  (he  is  indebt- 
ed for  to  her  education  ;  neverthelefs  the  power  of 
her  natural  conftitution  has  fecmed  to  me  to  hurry 
her  away  in  a  thoufand  civcumftances ;  'and  I  would 
not  tell  it  you  fo  freely,  if  I  made  my  judgment  on- 
ly from  the  firft  of  thefe  defefts.  I  have  obferved 
her  relifh  for  fenfuality,  which  has  furprifed  me  to 
fee  in  a  young  lady,  in  whom  I  could  not  fuppofc 
any  knowledge  of  the  pleafures  of  love.  The  Coun- 
tefs,  who  has  feemed  to  you  fo  referved  in  fpeaking 
of  her,  has  made  the  fame  obfervations  ;  and  wc 
have  fometimes  admired  together  the  prepoflefiions  of 
Patrick,  who  always  (hut  his  eyes  upon  a  thoufand 
things,  that  could  not  pleafe  even  a  lover. 

In  truth,  added  the  Count,  whether  it  happened 
that  the  innocence  of  the  thoughts   of  Mademoifellc 

De  L ,  or  the  continual  prefence  of  me  and  the 

Countefs,  had  had  the  power  of  ferving  as  a  curb 
to  her,  (he  always  contained  herfelf  within  the 
bounds  of  prudence  ;  and  when,  after  her  marriage, 
ihe  chofe  to  retire  among  the  Englifh  nuns,  1  praif- 
ed  a  refolution,  that  feemed  to  prove  the  injuflicc 
and  temerity  of  my  remarks.  But  what  I  have 
learned  from  you  to-day,  fc'ems  fo  contrary  to  all 
fort6  of  laws,  that  they  have  made  me  recolle<5l 
things  that  were  almoil  effaced  in  my  memory  ;  and 
my  refleclions  have  call  me,  as  it  were  in  fpite  of 
myfelf,  into  all  the  miitrufts  that  you  have  taken  no- 
tice of. 

This  confefTion  was  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy  me. 
I  rcprefented  to  the  Count,  that  having  more  under- 
Handing  than  1  in  the  evil  he  fecmed  to  fear,  he 
ought  to  furninirme   with   his   advice,  and  perhaps 

make  fome  remonftranccs  to  Madcmoifclle  De  L , 

from  whence  wc  may  yet  hope  that  fhe  would  take 

no 
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no  offence.  He  anfwered  me,  that  the  fecond  o? 
my  demands  embarrafled  him  ;  that  a  commlirion  of 
fuch  a  delicate  nature  was  as  little  agreeable  to  his 
humour  ae  his  age  ;  but  that  my  quality  of  an  eccle- 
fiaftick,  and  as  the  firft  born  of  my  family,  au* 
thorifing  me  to  ufe  a  freedom  of  fpeech  with  the 
wife  of  my  brother,  he  was  perfuaded,  that  advice 
of  this  nature  could  have  no  greater  influence  than 
from  my  mouth. 

Neverthelefs,  as  much  as  he  thought  fuch  inftances 
requifite,  fo  much  did  he  recommend  to  me  to  fepa- 
rate  from  them  all  harflmcfs  and  {harpnefs.  It  is 
not  always  the  force  of  reafon,  faid  he,  that  will 
prevail  on  a  woman  to  condemn  hcrfelf,  and  to  change 
her  thoughts  or  condu6l.  Pride  and  felf-love, 
which  watch  inceffantly  at  the  entrance  of  her  mind, 
will  drive  back  all  hints  that  injure  them.  But  with 
a  little  addrefs  to  gain  thefe  two  guards,  one  may 
come  to  make  her  liften  to  reafon,  and  not  much 
fail  intirely  to  gain  thofe  watches  over  by  the 
tender  methods  of  fweetnefs  and  pleafure.  This 
advice,  of  which  1  was  fenfible  of  all  the  wifdom, 
became  to  me  a  rule,  which  held  the  place  of  expe- 
rience. 

The  day  following  I  determined  to  pay  a  vifit 
to  my  fifter-in-law  ;  for  I  ought  at  length  to  paf$ 
over  the  repugnance  I  had  to  this  time  obferved, 
and  to  give  her  that  name,  of  which  fhe  had  rob- 
bed Sarah.  She  feemed  furprifed  to  fee  me.  The 
fandluary  we  had  given  her  rival  was  an  offence, 
{he  was  by  no  means  difpofed  to  forgive  us  eafily  ; 
and  her  refolution  upon  her  coming  to  Paris  had 
been  to  keep  up  no  commerce  with  us.  I  found 
her  in  the  condition  my  valet  defcribed,  adorned 
with  every  thing  that  might  help  to  fet  off  her 
charms,  and  lefs  brilliant  even  by  her  drefs,  than  by 
the  air  of  joy  that  animated  her  eyes.  As  fhe  had 
been  prepared  to  go  abroad  with  a  gentleman  who 
gave  her  his  hand,  the  remembrance  of  the  Count's 
maxim  made  mc  fear  left  fhe   took   my  vifit  as  an 

unfcafonablc 
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Uflfeafonable  accident,  that  knight  give  her  a  prepof- 
feflion  againft  my  remonftrances.  13ut  fhe  preircd  mc 
herfelf  to  take  a  ch?dr,  and  without  appearing  con- 
drained  at  the  prefence  of  the  gcntlen^.an,  afivt'd  me 
with  fo  free  an  air,  to  what  it  was  ihe  owed  the  ho- 
nour of  a  vifit  (he  fo  little  expeded,  that  full  of  the 
ideas  which  poffcired  nie  intirely,  1  found  myfclf 
under  feme  perplexity  to  anfwer  her.  She  per- 
ceived it  herfelf,  and  imagining  that  I  had  fomething 
in  private  to  communicate  to  her,  {"no.  took  me  by 
the  hand  with  the*  fame  air  of  freedom  to  lead  mc 
into  her  clofct. 

I  confefs  this  air  of  gaiety,  fo  diifcrent  from  the 
fweet  modeft  countenance  I  had  always  obferved  iu 
her,  and  in  the  circumftances  wherein  I  expeftcd 
that  my  looks  only  might  be  thought  a  reproach  to 
her,  difconcerted  me  even  to  the  taking  away  that 
prefcnce  of  mind  necclfary  to  unfold  niyfelf  to  her. 
Moreover,  what  means  had  I  of  entering  without 
preparation  into  a  matter  fo  odious,  as  that  which 
brought  me  there  I  This  was  to  lofe  fight  of  the 
advice  the  Count  had  given  me  a  taile  of;  and  I 
muft  of  neceflity  have  obferved,  that  the  moment 
ihe  was  going  abroad,  to  ^ive  perhaps  a  loofe  to 
pleafures,  was  not  that  I  ought  to  chocfe  to  load  her 
with  reproaches  and  lefibns  of  morality.  I'hus  I 
remained  under  the  moil  painful  uncertainty,  and 
I  did  not  deliver  myfelf  from  it  but  by  confefline;^, 
that  I  had  an  affair  of  importance  to  difcourfe  with 
her  upon,  for  which  1  requeued  a  more  favourable  op- 
port  unity.  She  anfwered,  that  fhe  would  grant  it 
to  me  freely,  but  did  it  with  z  wandering  air,  and  an 
appearance  of  indifference,  which  perfuaded  mc, 
that  my  requefl  was  the  leafl  thing  in  her  thoughts. 

The  moment  1  prepared  to  leave  her,  fhe  had 
notice  given  her  that  two  perfons,  whom  fhe  ex- 
pected, were  in  their  coach  at  the  door.  She  leaped 
joyfully  at  this  news,  and  ftretching  out  her  hand  to 
the  gentleman,  without  gi  "ing  further  the  Knll  at- 
tention to  mc,  fhe  went  down  flairs  Lo  the  coach  that 

Vol.  III.  C  waited, 
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waited,  and  immediately  drove  off  from  her  houftf* 
In  the  amazement  of  fo  fudden  a  departure,  having 
allied  fome  of  her  fervanla,  who  continued  about 
me,  what  was  become  of  their  miftrefs,  they  an- 
fvvered,  that  they  could  not  tell.  They  knew  how- 
ever the  two  perfons  who  came  to  take  her  up. 
One  was  her  common  companion,  a  woman  of  qua- 
lity, of  a  general  acquaintance,  and  who  had  ob- 
tained an  extraordinary  reputation  for  magnifi- 
cence and   gallantry.      Her    name   was    Madame   De 

S For  about   eight  days   paft   there  has  been 

fo  flrldl  a  friendfliip  ftruck  up  between  her  and  my 
Lady,  that  they  cannot  live  two  hours  afunder,  and 
one  or  other  of  them  always  takes  their  friend  in 
the  coach.  They  could  give  me  no  further  informa- 
tion. The  two  lacqueys  who  attended  my  Lady 
mi^ht  be  better  informed  ;  but  they  had  orders  to 
keep  filence.  And  he  who  gave  me  the  account  add- 
ed malicioufly,  that  without  doubt  they  were  well 
paid  for  holding  their  tongues. 

He  could  not  tell  me  the  names  of  the  two  gen- 
tlemen that  accompanied  the  ladies.  1  returned  to 
the  Count's  with  this  fole  difcovery,  of  which  I  was 
in  ereat  hafte  to  give  him  an    account.      But    he  had 

fcarce  heard    the    name    of  Madame    Dc  S , 

but  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven  ;  Good  Good  !  faid 
he,  what  do  you  tell  me  ?  Are  you  fure  you  have 
been  well  informed?  My  memory  not  having  deceived 
me  I  aflced  in  my  turn  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  (harp  excla- 
mation. You  arc  going  to  hear  it,  faid  he,  and  with- 
out other  preparation  he  continued  to  make  me  this 
recital. 

Madame  De  S was  one  of  thofe  la- 
dies of  France,  who,  with  a  great  eftate  and  much 
wit  and  beauty,  might  have  expeAed  the  higheft 
fortune,  and  the  moft  happy  life,  by  fome  marriage 
fuitable  to  fuch  great  favours  of  Heaven.  She 
was  educated  with  thefe  hopes,  and  did  not  enter 
into  the  world  without  being  propofed  in  a  man- 
ner  as  a  pattern   to    all  the    rich    and   illuftrious 

young 
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young  ladies  of  Paris.  But  an  excefs  of  liberty > 
which  her  parents  indulged  her  in  too  much,  eX' 
pofed  her  greatly  to  the  defires  of  a  thoufand 
young  gentlemen,  who  had  not  the  fame  advan- 
tages ;  and  her  taftc  particularly  declarexl  itfclf  for 
a  muflceteer,  who  had  nothing  elfe  to  recommend 
himfelf  but  his  birth  and  perfon.  Happy  both, 
one  and  the  other,  if,  in  furrendering  themfelves 
up  to  the  pleafures  of  love  with  To  little  prudence^ 
as  to  be  foon  compelled  by  neccffity  to  a  marriage, 
they  had  found  their  good  fortune  in  the  con- 
ftancy  of  their  pafTion  ;  but  the  cullom  of  feeing 
one  another  having   in   the  end   brought   thera   to  a 

difguft,   Madame    De   S ,   naturally    haughty 

and  proud,  perceived  the  injury  (he  had  done  her- 
fclf  by  her  imprudence,  and  pnflied  her  refent- 
mcnt  againft  her  feducer  even  to  difdain  and  hatred. 

The  ftrd  mark  llie  fhevved  him  of  thefe  was  a 
comical  reparation  for  all  his  rivals,  to  whom  file 
reproached  herfelf  for  having  preferred  him.  She 
called  to  mind  their  names,  and  the  greatefl.  part 
of  them  being-  of  known  birth,  there  was  no  dif- 
ficulty of  finding  them  out  at  Paris.  She  found 
the  means  of  getting  them  to  her  again  one  after 
the  other,  and  laviming  her  favours  on  them,  flic 
took  care  to  let  them  know  to  what  jiaffion  they 
were  indebted  for  them.  A  confeflion  of  this  na- 
ture, which  flie  made  them  after  glutting  her  re- 
venge, took  from  almoft  all  of  them  the  appetite 
of  keeping  up  the  intrigue;  and  the  numbers  of 
thofe,  to  whom  flie  had  granted  her  favours,  foon 
fpread  this  adventure  over  Paris.  1  was  among 
the  number  of  thofe  lovers  one  day,  added  the 
Count,  and  being  more  difcreet  than  the  rell,  I 
never  yet  intruded  tlie  matter  to  any  body  but 
you.  Ncvcrthelefs,  fhc  found  fome  among  them, 
who  got  over  the  difguil  of  a  declaration  fo  ca- 
pable of  cooling  them,  and  who  ferioufly  renewed 
their  attachment  for  her.  Among  the  relt  fhc 
C  2  diilinguiflicd 
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(.llillnguiflied  one  by  a  new  caprice.  This  fre/Tt 
paffion  became  1o  ftrong,  that  not  being  more  hap- 
py than  at  firfl:  in  the  choice  of  one  more 
rich,  file  took  up  the  humour  of  gratifying  at 
]ea{l  to  the  full  her  heart,  by  wafting  riotoufly 
the  beft  part  of  her  cftate  with  a  man,  whom  fhe 
thought  (he  loved  exclulively  of  all  others.  This, 
befides,  was  a  piece  of  revenge  over  and  above 
what  (he  defired  fo  draw  on  her  hufband.  She 
found  fuch  happy  difpofitions  in  her  affociate  of 
this  enterprife,  that  in  the  compafs  of  a  few 
years  ("ot  funk  herfelf  by  cxpenccs  and  debts. 
Her  hufband,  from  whom  it  was  impoffible  that 
the  noife  of  her  tirfl  adventure  fhould  be  altogether 
concealed,  dafhed  out  of  countenance  with  fliame  and 
grief,  cbofe  to  go  into  the  Emperor's  fervice  in  the 
wars  of  Hungary. 

This  was  about  the  time,  continued  the  Count, 
that  I  married  my  firfl  wife,  with  all  the  advan- 
iTTges  that  have  led  me  to  the  happy  fituation  I 
now  enjoy.  Madame  De  S ,  being  often- 
times reduced  to  her  lad  fhifts  by  an  abfohite  difor- 
dcr  in  her  affairs,  heard  fpeak  of  my  fortune, 
and  did  not  at  all  defpair  to  dravir  fome  part  of  it 
to  herfelf.  She  fancied,  that  as  I  was  condemned 
to  live  v«'itli  an  old  and  infirm  woman,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  too  happy  to  receive  new  advances 
from  a  former  millrefs,  whofe  charms  I  had 
known,  and  who,  in  proraifing  me  to  carry  on  the 
intrigue  with  great  fecrecy,  fliould  induce  me  to 
accept  of  that  confolation  flie  tendered  me  under 
my  circumftances.  It  was  not  nevertheleCs  by  open 
propofals  that  fhe  tempted  my  fancy.  She  had  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  my  caltle  a  houfe,  of  which 
(he  had  the  enjoyment,  though  the  rent  of  it  was 
for  a  long  time  conveyed  over  to  her  creditors. 
She  chofe  to  retire  here  alone,  and  all  the  ar- 
tifices fhe  could  invent  for  fix  weeks  that  I  lived 
at  my  caftle,  fhe  employed  in  perfuading  me,  that 
it  was  her  former  incHnation  for  me  that  confined  her 

to 
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to  this  folitude.  I  did  not  open  my  ears  to  her 
flatteries  ;     and    I    ought    to    hug    myfelf    for    this 

viclory.      The  fupreme  art   of  Madame    De    S , 

and  that  by  the  exercife  of  which  flic  has  found 
a  refource  in  her  mifery,  is  to  invade  and  poffefs 
the  mind  and  heart  by  her  fweet  and  infmuat- 
ing  carriage.  I  fliould  not  have  caft  thef<:  things 
as  a  reproach  on  her,  if  (he  had  not  made  a 
practice  of  them  for  her  own  fake  only,  or,  to 
explain  myfelf  more  clearly,  if  Ihe  had  never 
abufed  them  by  infpiring  people  of  rank  witli 
tailcs,  for  which  flie  has  made  them  pay  moft  dear- 
ly, not  in  their  reputations  only,  but  in  their  purfes, 
and  has  often  by  her  extravagant  expences  brought 
fuch  to  ruin,  who  have  fuffered  her  to  take  too 
great  an  afcendaut  over  them.  Nobody  could  ever 
more  readily  than  fl^ie  penetrate  into  the  bottom  of 
a  humour,  in  order  to  provoke  all  the  pafTions, 
and  difcover  all  the  foibles  of  it.  Thus  (he  leads 
on  her  cullies  and  her  vidlims  by  roads  fo  full 
of  charms,  that  though  flie  thereby  ruins  their 
fortunes  and  honour,  yet  they  think  themfelves 
Hill  indebted  to  her  zeal.  I  could  bring  you  an 
hundred  examples  of  this,  if  I  had  need  of  other 
proofs  than  my  own  teilimony. 

But  what  makes  me  tremble  here,  added  the  Count, 
is,  that  not  haviiig  difcovered  any  other  foible  in 
my  i>ady  than  a  tafte  for  fenfuality,  which  I  have 
obfervcd  at  Saifons,  I  already  apprehend,   that   it  is 

by  this  way    Madame    De  S will   obtain    her 

confidence.  Though  my  conjecture  fhould  be  falfc, 
an  acquaintance  fo  dangerous  would  be  an  evil  al- 
Avays  to  be  dreaded,  and  you  cannot  take  too  many 
meafurcs  to  break  it  ;  but  if  my  reflections  be  juU, 
make  all  the  haltc  you  can,  as  to  a  danger  the  moft 
urgent,  and  fear  left  your  diligence  (houlu  be  lo.» 
latf. 

Under  the  alarms,  into  wliich  this  recital  cafl    mc 

for  Patrick,   1  did  nol  ftop  a  moment  in   demanding 

any  other  explanations  from  the  Ccjunt  tiian   fuch  UvH 
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might  fliorten  my  labour  in  the  execution  of  die 
advice  he  gave  me.  He  propoled  to  me  to  make  a 
fccortd  vifit  to  my  I^dy,  and  to  inform  her  without 
diflimalatlon    to    what   flie    was    expofed   by    linking 

herfelf    to    Madame    De   S .      The   charafter 

of  this  woman  being  too  flagrant  to  require  any  cau- 
tions, he  was  in  hopes  that  the  bare  knowledge  of  the 
danger  would  make  a  young  perfon  open  her  eyes, 
who  had  not  yet  bad  time  to  harden  herfelf  againfk 
her  duty.  Try  this  way,  faid  he  ;  it  is  the  moft 
mild  ;  and  we  will  turn  over  to  the  lall  extremity  thofe 
remedies,  to  which  we  may  be  compelled  by  the 
common  intereft  of  our  honour. 

This  choice  would  without  doubt  have  been  the 
wifeft,  if  I  could  have  got  an  opportunity  of  un- 
folding myfelf  openly  to  my  Lady.  But  (he  had  found 
my  vifit  troublefome  from  the  firft  moment ;  and  when 
fhe  had  fo  readily  offered  to  lead  me  into  her  clofct 
to  hear  me,  fhe  thought  only  of  more  fpeedily  get- 
ing  rid  of  my  company.  She  was  accuflomed 
for  a  long  time  to  look  on  me  as  an  impertinent 
cenfor,  whofe  air  and  maxims  without  doubt  agreed 
little  with  her  inclinations.  According  to  the  new 
notions  "with  which  ihc  was  filled,  I  had  become 
yet  more  terrible  to  her,  and  perhaps  /he  had  al- 
ready objefted  to  herfelf  fome  weaknefs,  of  which 
my  looks  alone  might  feem  to  bear  the  condemna- 
tion ;  Moreover,  having  feen  me  a  long  time  declare 
rayfelf  openly  for  Sarah  FIncer,  it  was  impoflible  but 
(he  (hould  have  fome  remains  of  refentment  againft 
me,  which  my  late  fervices  had  not  intirely  extin- 
guished ;  and  the  refentment  even  of  her  hufband, 
which  he  declared  fufficiently  in  going  away  without 
feeing  us,  was  a  pretence  (lie  could  always  im- 
prove to  cover  her  own.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  fame 
d  ly  I  faw  her,  and  that  fhe  appeared  difpofed  to  re- 
ceive me  with  pleafure,  (lie  did  not  go  abroad  till  fhe  had 
given  orders  to  her  porter  to  free  her  from  my  Yifits, 
and  to  have  always  fome  fair  cxcufc  in  refcrvc  to  re- 
fufe  mc  her  dgor, 

I  endured 
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I  endured  a  thoufand  times  this  refufal,  without 
imagining  the  caufe  of  it.  But  the  impatience  of 
my  zeal  increafing  the  more  from  this  reafon,  I 
made  my  complainis  of  it  to  the  Count,  who  faw 
more  clearly  than  I  did  into  a  conduct  fo  affe6led. 
The  refolution  I  took  by  his  advice  was  to  take  afiif- 
tance  from  my  pen.  I  writ  to  my  Lady  in  terms 
the  moft  circumfpecl  I  could  pofllbly  ufe,  and  fparing 

Madame    De    S with    as    much     caution,    t 

fpoke  to  her  of  the  ftrlft  friendfhip  (lie  had  made 
with  her,  as  of  an  imprudence,  the  blame  of  which 
I  caft  lefs  upon  the  conduct  of  her  friend,  than 
upon  the  malignity  of  the  public,  who  fome- 
times  without  reafon  fet  themfelves  up  in  oppofition 
to  Innocence  ;  and  without  examining  into  the  bot- 
tom of  my  advice,  I  exhorted  her  to  take  fome  in- 
formations upon  the  charadler  of  this  lady,  before 
/he  pufhed  her  friendfliip  or  confidence  further  with 
her.  My  motives,  faid  I,  in  alTumlng  a  liberty, 
which  I  prayed  her  to  take  in  good  part,  Vsp  not 
only  my  zeal  and  tendernefs,  which  were  not  ca- 
pable of  being  lulled  afleep  when  (lie  was  concerned, 
but  even  the  lively  Interefl:  I  ought  to  take  in  the 
fatisfa<ftIon  of  my  brother,  whofe  love  without 
doubt  was  fubjeft  to  all  the  Inconveniences  of  ab- 
fcnce,  that  is  to  fay,  to  a  thoufand  paflionatc  inquie- 
tudes for  a  fpoufe,  whom  he  only  chcrlfhed.  This 
rcfic-ftlon,  being  the  only  one  with  which  I  appre- 
hended (he  could  be  injured,  I  added,  to  fweeten  it, 
every  thing  that  friendfliip  and  polltenefs  could  find 
out  moll  flattering,  and  I  prayed  her  in  the  conclu 
fion  to  grant  me  the  opportunity  of  a  convcrfatlon, 
in  which  I  promlfed  to  be  explicit. 

I  received  no  anfwcr  to  this  letter,  and  I  many 
times  rcqueftcd  it  in  vain.  In  fine,  forefeeing  nothing 
happy  from  fo  much  obfUnacy,  and  giving  way  to 
my  tears,  wliich  augmented  perpetually,  1  refolvcd, 
with  the  partlclpalion  of  the  Count,  to  fee   Madame 

I)c  S ,  lefs  for   the    fake   of  difcovcring    my- 

fcif  to  b'cr,  than  fur  drawing   fomc  light  from   what 
C  4  ilic 
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ilie  fhould  fay,  and  to  let  her  know,  that  my  family 
had  their  eyes  open  to  the  conduct  of  my  fiiler- in- 
law, and  that  if  (he  fhould  cnnrage  Iter  in  any  falfe 
ftep,  we  knew  on  what  fiJe  our  refentment  ought 
to  fall. 

I  cliofe  an  hour  for  my  vifit,  which  I  propofed 
to  make  very  (hort ;  and  it  was  in  the  morning, 
with  the  view  of  being   more    fure   to   find   Madame 

De   S .     She  was    at    home,   and  the  readi- 

Tiefs,  with  which  I  was  admitted,  made  me  judge,  that 
my  name,  which  1  toH  at  the  door,  was  not  un- 
known to  her.  But  I  owe  little  thanks  to  my  Lady, 
who  had  informed  her  of  it,  and  had  joined  to  her 
account  the  portrait  of  my  perfon  and  charafter. 
She  had  painted   me  with   features,  that    muft    have 

made    a   lively    imprefTion   on  Madame  De    S , 

fince  her  firll  motion,  after  having  feen  who  I  was, 
had  been  to  rife  briflcly  off  her  chair,  and  run  di- 
re'f^ly  into  her  clofet,  doubting  whether  ftie  could 
have  coilrage  enough  to  endure  my  deformity,  I 
judged  of  her  thoughts  by  her  pofture.  She  held 
the  door  of  her  clofet  half  open,  and  only  thruiling 
out  her  head  with  an  air  of  curiofity  and  fear, 
file  feemed  to  be  puzzled  at  the  firft  glance,  whether 
the  {hould  refolve  to  return  into  the  room,  or  hide 
herfelf  altogether.  The  moment  fhe  looked  at  me, 
I  could  fee  her  eyes,  which  Ci\Q  opened  with  a  new 
effort.  Inline,  having  confidered  me  a  moment,  fhe 
fojnd  me  without  doubt  lefs  frightful  than  ridiculous; 
for  breaking  out  into  laughter  without  refpedl  or 
caution,  fne  ran  forward  to  meet  me  with  the  mod 
extravagant  tokens  of  admiration,  and  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  did  not  ceafe  clapping  her  hands,  and 
afl<ing  thofe  who  were  about  her,  if  ever  they  faw  a 
ii<;yht  fo  fantallical.' 

I  cannot  at  all  difown  but  my  figure  might  make 
fuch  an  impreffion  upon  a  fprightly  and  polite  wo- 
man at  her  firft  feeing  me.  This  was  the  thought 
I  had  myfelf  of  it.  Thus,  far  from  being  difcon- 
certed  at  the  reception  flie  gave   me,   I  only   fmiled 

at 
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at  this  excefs  of  pleafantry  ;    and   praying   Madame 

De  S to    give   me   a  moment's   conVcrfation, 

I  made  a  ilgn  with  my  hand  to  her  fervants,  that  I 
defired  to  be  alone  with  her.  My  courage  turned 
the  fcene  to  my  advantage.      Tt  was  act   the   impref-* 

fion  before  her  that   induced  Madame   De  S 

to  receive  mc  with  fo  little  refpedl  to  my  charadler. 
The  plan  of  it  had  been  formed  between  her  and 
my  Lady  ;  though  they  had  not  forcfeen  the  oppor- 
tunity tlicy  would  have  to  execute  it.  My  letter 
had  almoft  equally  offended  them.  They  had  judged 
by  agreement,  that  not  being  able  to  anfwer  m.e 
with  good  manners,  without  betraying  their  refent- 
ment,  nor  in  a  harfli  and  angry  ilile,  without  taking 
from  me  perhaps  the  courage  of  feeing  them  again, 
they  refolved  to  difpcnfc  with  them.felves  abfolutely 
from  making  me  any-  anfwer,  with  the  hopes  that 
I  (hould  myfelf  come  to  demand  one  ;  and  the  order 
ofrefufing  me  entrance  into  my  Lady's  houfe  Imd 
been  fuperfedcd  at  the  gate.  Among  many  projects 
of  revenge,  they  rcfulved  upon  that  of  turning  mc 
"into  ridicule  by  an  extravagant  raillery  on  my  fi- 
gure.    Madame  De  S had  paffed   three  d;i)s 

at  her  friend's  houfe  in  expectation  of  me,  and  being 
prepared  for  the  outrage  intended  me,  the  unexpec- 
ted vifit  I  paid  at  her  houfe  raifed  in  her  a  de- 
fire  of  adllng  one  part  of  the  comedy  (he  had  Itu- 
dicd. 

In  the  mean-time,  when  I  had  invited  her  with  a 
grave  and  prefling  voice  to  be  feated,  in  order  to  hear 
me,  I  faw  her  countenance  change,  and  obferved  em- 
^arraffmcnt  enough  in  her  eyes,  to  flatter  myfelf  that 
1  fhould  foon  gain  fome  afcendant  over  lier,  A  wo- 
man without  wit  would  have  appeared  to  me  moie 
difficult  to  reclaim,  becaufe  I  {hould  have  defpaired 
to  make  her  fenfible  of  the  force  of  my  reaf(»iis.  B\Jt 
the  Count  having  prepofTefled  me  with  the  charaiJ:ter 

of  Madame  De  S ,    1   did  not    doul)t    but   in 

fpiglit  of  the  irret^ularity  of  her  manners  I  miglit  en- 
gage  her    iu  a   lolid  couverfation,    from   wiicncc    I 
C  5  hoped 


58  The  Dean  of  Coleraine. 

hoped  to  draw  as  much  advantage  for  herfelf  as  for 
my  fiiler-In-law.  In  one  word,  I  had  propofed  to 
employ  all  my  talents  and  zeal  to  make  her  afhamed 
of  the  diforder  of  her  condiift  ;  and  not  being  dif- 
couraged  at  the  reception  fhe  gave  me,  I  hoped  even 
more  to  bring  her  to  a  fubmifiion,  when  I  faw  I  had 
fo  eafily  prevailed  in  gaining  from  her  fome  refpeft. 

This  hope  was  natural  enough  from  the  confide- 
ration  only  of  the  common  rules  by  which  the  heart 
and  mind  are  condu6ted  ;  but  I  was  quite  out  in  my 
Judgment  to  fuppofe,  that  a  coquette,  long  exercifed 
in  the  art  of  mallcing  her  notions  and  opinions  by 
perpetual  impollurcs,  could  have  honcfty  enough  to 
fubmit  to  truth,  even  at  the  time  fhe  fhould  gain 
light    and   underdanding    fufficicnt    to    fee    and    be 

fenfible  of  it.     Madame  De  S .  liftened  to  me. 

Perhaps  Ihe  was  at  firft:  hurrifd  away  by  the  air  of 
authority  that  I  affetSled  to  maintain,  and  I  thought 
I  obferved  this  for  fome  moments  during  the  con- 
tinuation of  her  embarraffment,  from  which  fhe  had 
not  yet  had  time  to  recoYer.  But  foon  recovering 
her  afTurance,  flie  had  at  the  fame  time  refumed  a'l 
air  of  licentioufnefs  and  gaiety  familiar  to  her.  I 
took  notice  of  this  change.  My  difcourfe  heating 
her  already,  I  ihould  have  expefted  from  it  an  cfFeft 
quite  contrary.  Neverthelefs,  I  purfued  the  motions 
of  my  zeal,  and  in  all  the  complaints  I  made  of  my 
iifler-in-law,  I  not  only  without  fcruple  named  the 
caufe  that  alarmed  me  for  her  conduQ:,  but  taking 
occafion  from  my  reproaches  to  add  to  them  what  I 
thought  mofl  powerful  in  the  principles  of  religion 
and  morality,  I  flattered  my  ft-lf  after  a  long  harangue, 
which  fhe  liftened  to  with  the  fame  affcdation  of  fweet- 
nefs  and  complaifance,  that  fhe  had  at  leafl  taken 
fome  relifli  for  hearing  me,  and  I  had  the  credulity  to 
interpret  it  as  the  firft  mark  of  fuccefs  I  had  to  defire. 

She  appeared  indeed  glad  to  hear  me,  and  perhaps 
Jiad  found  juftice  and  method  enough  in  my  expref- 
fions  to  form  to  herfelf  an  agreeable  appearance  of 
the  warmth  and  zeal  with  which  I  explained  my- 

fclf; 


T/j^  Dean  ^  Col  ERA  TNE.  59 

felf.  But  the  approbation  flie  feemcd  to  give  to  my 
difcourfe  proceeded  from  a  fource  quite  foreign  to  my 
notions.  I  fliould  have  had  a  difficulty  to  be  per- 
fuaded  to  this,  if  the  experience  I  had  of  it  had  not 
been  a  proof  that  admitted  of  no  reply.  In  hear- 
ing me,  Madame  De  S had  thought  me  very 

comical  to  undertake  her  converhon,  and  llruck  witli 
this  notion,  had  lent  her  attention  to  my  reafons 
and  proofs,  much  Icis  than  to  a  very  whimhcal  projeft 
that  came  into  her  mind.  The  accounts  (he  received 
from  my  fifter-in-Iaw,  and  even  the  ardojur  of  my 
zeal,  of  which  ftie  had  received  a  convincing  tcfli- 
mony,  making  her  eafily  judge,  t^at  the  love  of  ho- 
nour and  religion  was  my  predominant  pafllon,  flie 
thought  herfelf  capable  of  afluming  fome  empire  crver 
me  by  thefe  two  foibles ;  and,  pufhing  her  views 
much  further,  (lie  imagined,  that  with  a  man  of  my 
figure  nothing  could  be  more  glorious  for  her,  nor 
help  better  to  confirm  the  opinion  (he  had  of  her  own 
artifices,  than  to  employ  the  notion  (he  had  taken  of 
my  chara<fter  by  infpiring  me  with  fentiments  of  love 
for  her.  This  thought  had  fo  much  force  over  her 
mind  in  its  birth,  that  immediately  referring  to  it  all 
her  pains,  (he  had  power  enough  over  herfelf  not  on- 
ly to  hear  mc  with  the  appearance  of  a  pafiionate  fa- 
tisfaftion,  but  in  the  end  to  give  her  approbation  to 
every  part  of  my  difcourfe.  The  fnare  was  not  at 
all  palpable  or  grofs  :  Her  firft  expreflions  vv^re  as 
moderate,  as  her  looks  and  the  tone  of  her  voice  ap- 
peared to  be  dripped  of  all  artifice.  For  fome  mo- 
ments (he  (ixed  her  eyes  on  me,  as  if,  in  the  novelty 
of  the  impulfes  which  (lie  felt,  (he  had  been  fearch- 
ing  into  the  caufc  of  an  iriprc(rion  that  had  filled  her 
with  amazement.  In  fine,  appearing  to  furrendtr 
herfelf  to  the  power  of  thofe  truths  (he  had  ju(l 
heard,  (he  (looped  her  head  towards  me  :  My  dear, 
faid  (he,  with  an  a(FcdHonate  tone,  as  it  is  .'mpoffiblc 
for  trutik  to  employ  expreflions  more  powerful  to 
make  itfclf  hcnrd,  I  confefs  alfo  that  it  never  be- 
fore  made   fo    great   an   imprclliou   oa   mc.      Oli ! 

that 
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that  this  were  the  moment,  that  heaven  had  marked 
out  for  my  converfion,  added  fhe,  appearing^  to  ad- 
mire what  pafTcd  In  her  heart  !  You  vviir  have  at 
lead  the  glory  of  having  ftrongly  daggered  mc,  and 
1  begin  by  promifing  you,  that  I  will  give  a  faithful 
account  of  this  converfation  to  my  Lady.  She  thought 
alfo  of  improving  the  opportunity  of  feeing  me  again 
by  my  approbation  ;  and  I  avow^,  that  in  the  joy  I 
felt  of  finding  her  enter  fo  freely  into  my  views,  I 
had  not  the  h.'aft  diffidence  in  her  fincerity. 

Neverthelcfs,  relying  little  on  the  work  I  had  be- 
gun, if  I  did  not  draw  an  abfolute  promifc  from  her 
to  be  conduced  by  my  advice,  I  furnifhed  her  a- 
gainil  myfelf  with  arms  which  were  yet  more  infalli- 
ble, by  propofing  to  her  two  things,  which  fhe  de- 
fn-ed  as  ardently  as  I  ;  the  one  was,  to  receive  my 
vitjts,  in  order  to  enfure  the  fruit  that  I  afcribed  to 
my  tirft  exhortations  ;  and  the  other,  to  difpofe  my. 
Lady  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  converfation, 
from  whence  I  had  already  hoped  to  obtain  the  fame 
advantages  over  her,  and  to  make  her  return  as  eafily 
Nvithin  the  bounds  from  whence    fhe   had   wandered. 

Madame  Dc  S ,  though  fure  enough  of  making 

her  confcnt  to  every  thing  fhe  flioiild  propofe,  yet 
laid  a  flrefs  on  the  efforts,  rtic  pretended  flie  fliould 
have  occafion  to  ufe,  to  engage  her  to  receive  me  at 
lier  houfe  ;.  and  the  rcafon  ihe  gave  me  for  this  re- 
pugnance being  only  the  rtfentmcnt  ihe  fuppofed  fhe 
had  againft  my  family,  fhe  compleated  my  perfuafion, 
that  Ihe  had  towards  it  as  much  honour  in  her  fen- 
timcnts,  as  I  found  probability  in  her  difcourfe. 

The  fame  day  I  communicated  to  the  Count  the 
hopes  I  had  taken  up  upon  fuch  flight  grounds. 
They  appeared  fufpicious  to  him,  and  friendship  not 
fuffering  him  to  dilguife  from  m.e  his  jealoufies,  he 
jnfplred  me  with  a  diffidence  that  I  yet  had  the  fool- 
ifhnefs  to  upbraid  myfelf  with.  The  ground  of  it 
neverthelefs  remained  in  me,  notwithilanding  the  ef- 
forts with  which  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  oppofe 
it  J  and  charity,  that  made  me  fear  to  make  a  rafh  judg- 

iaent, 


T/?f  Dean  ^  CoLERAiNE.  6i 

mcnt,  not  being  able  to  efface  the  traces  of  it,  which 
continued  at  ieail  in  my  memory,  this  aid,  that  Pro- 
vidence had  laid  up  in  (lore  for  me,  ferved  to  fave 
mc  harmlefs  from  the  mcfi  dreadful  fnare  to  which 
the  bias  of  nature  had  ever  yet  expofed  niy  virtue. 
I  fhould  have  drawn  a  veil  over  this  profane  fcene, 
if  there  hr^d  not  been  a  neceHary  connexion  between 
It  and  the  hiRory  of  my  brothers  ;  and  further,  if  I 
did  not  flatter  myfelf  that  the  rcfletlions  it  raifed 
would  be  of  fome  utility  to  my  readers. 

The  day  following    I    received    a    melfage    from 

Madame  de  S ,  that  my  Lady  would  receive  my 

vlfit  at  her  requell  ;  and  the  hour  being  appointed 
for  that  afternoon,  I  did  not  fail  to  follow  the  ?n- 
ftruftions  given  me  in  her  letter.  I  found  her  at 
my  fifler-in-law's.  They  had  two  gentlemen  with 
them,  one  of  whom  I  knew  to  be  him  I  had  feen 
there  the  firfl  time.  Although  they  were  both 
dreffed  out  with  great  neatnefs,  and  that  tlieir  ap- 
pearance difcovered  fome  air  of  diflinftion,  they 
uffe£lcd  neverthelefs  to  behave  to  me  with  fuch  fub- 
iriilTion  and  refpe(?t,  that  I  could  not  long  believe 
them  to  be  of  a  rank  equal  to  my  own.  My  Lady 
alfo  foon  put  an  end  to  my  doubts,  by  declaring  that 
one  of  them  was  her  mafter  of  mufick,  and  the  other 
her  mafter  of  languages,  from  whom  (lie  was  learn- 
ing Englifh  :  and  a6tmg  over  with  the  fame  air  the 
part    flic  had    without  doubt    ftudied  with   Madame 

de  S ,   I  think,  Monfieur,  faid  fhe,  to  make  you 

cafy  all  at  once.  I  have  been  informed  by  Madame, 
that  fome  reproaches  you  have  made  me  in  a  letter 
were  not  at  all  a  banter,  and  that  very  black  fufpi- 
cions  of  my  conduct  have  taken  hold  of  your  mind. 
I  would  fain  cafe  you  of  them,  by  informing  you  that 
it  Is  a  dcfire  of  acquiring  new  knowledge,  or  perfe6^- 
ing  myfelf  in  what  I  had,  that  made  me  choofe  to  quit 
the  country  ;  and  I  thought  that  the  abfence  of  my 
liufband  could  not  be  better  employed.     In  regard  to 

your  religious  maxims,  of  which  Madame  de  S 

hath  given  me  fuch  a  faithful  account,  I  do  not  ima- 
ginc;  that,  at  my  age,  you  w''*  .hink  to  make  me  fol- 
low 
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low  them  In  all  their  rigour;  and  if  Madame,  added 
fhe,  is  fo  moved  at  them  as  to  put  them  in  practice, 
and  be  already  determined  to  put  herfelf  under  your 
dire6lion,  1  fhall  entreat  both  one  and  the  other  of 
you  not  to  difturb  my  mind  with  ideas  of  perfection, 
which  at  prefent  furpafs  my  flrength. 

This  dlfcourfe,  pronounced  with  the  moll  eafy  air, 
had  all  the  effe6l  that  was  cxpefted  from  it.  I  found 
ill  It  as  much  innocence  In  the  conduft  of  my  fiiter- 
in-law,    as  fincerity   in    the  converfion    of  Madame 

de  S *•.      I  made  them  both  apologies  for  having 

given  too  much  credit  to  the  impulfes  of  an  Indifcrect 
zeal  ;  and  even  fearing  to  explain  myfelf  too  openly 
before  the  mailer  of  languages  and  the  mufician,  1 
contented  myfelf  with  offers  of  fervice  and  friend- 
fhlp,  which  were  accepted  without  affe6lation.  I 
would  very  willingly  forget,  faid  my  fifler-in-law,  the 
juft  complaints,  which  cannot  pafs  fo  foon  out  of  my 
memory.  You  fliall  be  free  to  come  here  as  often 
as  you  fhall  find  any  fatlsfadlion  in  It ;  and  if  your 

zeal,  or  the  new-born  piety  of  Madame  de  S , 

do  not  confine  themfclves  to  exhortations  which  you 
are  engaged  to  make  her  at  her  houfe,  you  may 
continue  them  here,  when  fhe  happens  to  be  here  with 
you.  But  never  expeft,  added  flic,  that  1  will  be  a 
vvltncfs  of  thofe  myflcrlous  obfcurlties,  that  will  make 
my  mind  gloomy,  and  chill  my  blood. 

The  liberty  they  both  wifhcd  for  the  fucccfs  of 
their  private  views  could  not  be  better  edabliflied.  No- 
thing prefented  itfelf  to  my  mind  that  could  awaken 
the  diffidence  with  which  the  Count  had  infpired  me. 
Thus,  during  the  time  that  my  fi(ler-in-law  hugged 
herfelf  for  having  difpofed  me  to  ferve  as  a  cloak  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  the  publick,  and  even  before  thofe 
of  her  hufband,  I  looked  on  this  liberty  fhe  had 
granted  me  ( to  be  with  her  at  all  hours  of  the  day )  on 
my  fide  as  an  advantage  for  her,  and  for  the  hoi.our 
of  our  family ;  and  I  did  not  doubt  but  It  was 
fufHcIent  to  filence  all  forts  of  fufpicions.  The  Count 
furrendei'cd  himfelf  to  this  way  of  reafoning.     The 

opinloa 
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opIiiIoTi  he  always  had  of  Madame  de   S had 

made  him  wifii,  that  this  commerce  nu'ght  be  abfo- 
lutely  broken  off;  bat  I  talked  to  him  with  fo  much, 
force  of  a  converfion,  whereof  I  congratulated  myfelf 
for  being  the  minifter,  that,  yielding  at  length  to  my 
hopes,  he  agreed,  that  a  woman  of  that  merit  might 
become  as  dear  to  people  of  honour,  when  ihe  rtiould 
change  her  principles  and  manners,  as  fhe  would  ap- 
pear odious  and  contemptible  in  their  eyes  with  the 
condu6l  fhe  had  hitherto  oLferved. 

I  (hould  enter  badly  into  the  circumftances  of  this 
unlucky  adventure,  if  I  ihould  too  far  put  off  to  give 
fome  eclairciffements   necefTary  in  this  place  for  the 

undcrllanding  it.      Madame   de    S ,   who   had 

a  little  houfe  in  the  Count's  neighbourhood,  having 
been  not  at  all  difcouraged  at  the  efforts  fhe  had  in 
vain  made  to  infinuate  herfeif  into  his  efleem,  had 
hopes  of  fucceeding  better  with  Patrick,  when  he  was 
retired  there  with  his  fpoufe.  It  had  been  no  difficult 
matter  for  her  to  llrike  up  an  acquaintance  with  a  man, 
who  fought  to  amufe  himfelf  in  his  folitude;  but  his 
departure  for  Spain  interrupted  her  proje6ls,  and 
making  her  put  off  her  hopes  to  another  feafon,  fhe 
had  fancied,  that  for  her  principal  end,  which  was  to 
repair  the  diforder  of  her  fortune,  by  fharing  a  little 
in  that  of  another,  fhe  had  not  lefs  advantages  for 
that  end  to  promife  herfeif  from  his  abfence.  A 
young  and  amiable  woman,  fuch  as  his  fpoufe  was, 
appeared  to  her  an  eafy  conqueft,  and  the  rather 
when  a  few  days  of  familiarity  and  acquaintance  had 
given  her  the  opportunity  of  unravelling  the  bottom 
of  a  charafter,  which  fhe  had  not  the  art  to  difguife. 
She  thought  herfeif  fure  of  fucctfs,  as  foon  as  fhe 
had  difcovered  in  her  a  brlflc  relifli  for  pleafure.  All 
her  difcourfes  related  only  to  that  end  ;  fhe  often  had 
flirred  up  in  the  heart  of  my  Lady  a  pafTion  to  (hare 
in  fome  part  of  the  diverfions  of  Paris,  fo  much  the 
more  ardent,  as,  In  the  abfence  of  her  liufband,  (he 
could  find  nothing  In  the  country  to  ferve  as  a  reme- 
dy againfl  tedioulnefs. 

Never- 
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Neverthelefs,  fhc  p'-o])v)lcd  at  tirft  only  to  pafs  a  few 

days  in  town  ;   and  Mndinnede.S — ,   who   had 

formed  much  more  extenfive  fchemes,  was  well  upon 
her  puard  to  combat  this  refolution.  Not  havinff 
any  longer  the  hoiife  fhe  lived  in  after  fhe  had  left 
her  own  for  making  the  journey  to  Gernriany,  (lie  took 
furniihcd  lodgings,  which  agreed  very  well  with  her 
intentions  of  continuing  in  town  but  a  fiiort  time  ; 
but  the  forecaft  of  her  companion  had  fo  well  pro- 
vided for  every  thing  to  encourage  her  (lay,  that  two 
days  after  her  arrival  (he  found  in  the  neighbour- 
hood a  houfe  to  be  let  ready  furnifhed,  and  the  rent 
appeared  fo  moderate  to  my  Lady,  that,  added  to  the 
advantage  of  being  abfolutely  at  liberty  within  her- 
felf,  it  determined  her  to  accommodate  herfelf  with  it 
for  fome  months.  The  truth  was,  this  houfe  and 
furniture  were  prepared  by  the  artifices  of  Madame 

de  S .      But  this  was  not  the  mofl  impoifoned 

part  of  her  fervices.  She  had  thought,  that  to  fecure 
a  long  time  her  prey,  and  to  engage  her  in  that  fort 
of  diiorder,  from  which  a  woman  fcarce  ever  re- 
covers, fomething  was  wanting  more  lively  and  poig- 
nant, than  balls,  fhews,  and  all  the  common  diver- 
fions  of  the  town.  It  was  necelfary  fhe  fhould  have 
love.  She  had,  by  long  experience,  known  all  the 
irregularities  of  that  fatal  paffion  ;  and  without  the 
affiftances  of  her  reafon,  (he  had  no  need  of  any  other 
leffons  than  her  own  example.  It  was  upon  her  own 
lovers  (he  had  caft  her  eyes  to  try  this  cnttrprize. 
With  the  knowledge  (he  had  of  mankind,  her  paffioh 
always  predominant  for  the  fame  pleafures  that  had 
began  her  ruin,  (he  could  not  fail  having  under  her 
banners  a  well  chofen  militia.  She  detached  then  two 
of  them,  in  whom  (he  found  by  experience  (added 
to  all  the  qualities  that  could  pleafe  the  fex)  all 
the  wit  and  addrefs  that  could  conducl  her  to  htr 
views.  She  affociated  them  in  thia  enterprize  hy 
the  common  hopes,  and  finding  lucky  opportunities 
to  introduce  them  fuccellively  to  my  filler-in-law,  (he 
did  not  in  the  Icail  doubt,    but  if    one   them  di<l 

not 
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not  ^arry  away  her  heart,  (he  fhould  not  efcape  the 
other. 

It  was  true  my  Lady  loved  Patrick  tenderly.  A 
paOion  of  fo  long  continuance,  and  ilrengthened  by 
fo  many  adventures  and  obttacles,  mull  in  a  manner 
Iiave  penetrated  into  the  bottom  of  her  heart.  But 
Ihe  was  iuch  a  woman  as  the  Count  had  obfcrvcd, 
loo  much  given  to  fenfuality  and  pleafures.  The  ve- 
ry power  of  her  fenfations  was  a  perpetual  danger 
to  which  her  virtue  was  expofed,  from  the  neceflity 
it  laid  her  under  of  employing  them  ;  and  over  a 
heart  of  this  frame  the  prefciit  obje<Sl  has  always 
thofe  powers  and  advantages,  againft  which  it  is  very 
dif5cult  to  make  a  defence.  The  firil  of  thefe  lo- 
vers, that  Madame  de  S raifed  up  for  her,  feem- 

^d  to  be  led  only  by  the  power  of  love.  A  pretended 
chance  brought  him  to  a  party  at  a  ball,  where 
any  fifter-in-law  was  flattered  by  receiving  thofe 
praifes  that  her  beauty  deferved.  She  faw  him  come 
in  at  a  time  when  perhaps  her  felf-love  was  bed  fa- 
tisfied,  adorned  with  everything  that  could,  fet  off 
his  perfon,  and  without  doubt,  if  fhe  vvifhed  to  fee 
lilm  among  the  number  of  her  admirers,  he  aftefted 
fo  well  his  furprife  and  admiration  at  the  firft  looks 
iie  caft  on  her,  that  fhe  thought  him  m.orc  agreeable 
than  any  body  elfe,  from  the  tribute  he  paid  to  her 
charms.  The  union  of  efteem  was  formed  at  that 
inftant.  She  became  much  more  free,  as  foon  as  flie 
imderftood  that  he  was  one  of  the  bell  friends  of 
Madame  de  S ,  and  the  day  following  he  ob- 
tained leave  of  paying  regular  vifits  to  my  Lady. 

I  fay  nothing  but  what  (lie  told  me  herfelf,  in  too 
lively  circumftances  ever  to  flip  out  cf  my  memory. 
It  was,  ncverthclcfs,  not  all  at  once  that  (he  fuflercd 
him  to  afTume  an   empire  over   her   heart  ;  and  the 

fubtiie  Madame  de  S ,  who  was  fuch  an  un- 

derllanding  jud(,'e  of  the  power  and  progrcfs  of  love, 
flcfi^aivcd  fo  much  for  fume  days  ol  the  fuccels 
of  \]m  firft  attack,  that  fl»c  made  halU-  to  form  a  fe- 
Vond.     She  had  taken  care  to  mnke  choice  of  two 

mcu 
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men  of  difFerent  miens  and  conftltutions,  to  give,  un- 
der one  or  the  other  forfn,  a  fure  aim  to  the  (hafts  of 
love.  The  one  was  fair,  the  other  brown.  Strength 
and  vivacity  appeared  to  be  the  charafter  of  the  one, 
and  all  the  delicacies  and  graces  feemed  to  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  other.  It  was  neverthelefs  with  ex- 
traordinary preparations  that  the  fccond  was  brought 
upon  the  ftage.  The  marvellous  ftrikcs  apparently 
on  the  imaginations  of  women.  A  duel  was  coun- 
terfeited near  my  Lady's  door,  at  the  moment  (lie  had 

withdrawn   at   night.     Madame  de   S knew 

the  wounded  combatant,  who  lay  ftretched  at  length 
two  paces  from  the  door,  and  who  had  taken  care 
to  make  a  flight  fcratch  on  himfelf,  after  having 
blooded  on  purpofe  his  fhirt  and  cloaths.  They  feem- 
ed to  be  in  doubt  whether  he  were  not  adlually  dead. 
Generofity  and  compallion  did  not  fuffer  her  to  re- 
fufe  a  fan6luary  to  a  man  of  quality,  who  ran  an 
equal  hazard  for  his  Tife  either  from  the  law  or 
his  wound.  He  was  taken  into  the  houfe  of  my 
fifter-in-law.  The  ftory  of  his  quarrel  foon  became 
the  moft  moving  part  of  his  adventure.  His  cha- 
rafter  was  tendernefs  and  fweetnefs  itfclf.  He  had 
drawn  this  misfortune  on  him  by  having  too  eagerly 
cfpoufed  the  intereft  of  an  unfortunate  woman.  He 
had  to  do  with  the  molV  hot-brained  brute,  and  moft 
formidable  fwordfman  of  all  Paris.  In  fine,  the  fur- 
geon,  who  had  been  gained  over,  not  thinking  he 
could  be  removed  without  imminent  danger,  my  Lady 
was  obliged,  by  her  natural  goodnefs,  to  give  him  an 
apartment  in  her  houfe,  and  in  the  condition  he  was 

in,  Madame  de  S had  given  her  opinion,  that 

this  favour  might  be  granted  without  fcandal. 

Such  were  the  enemies  flie  let  loofe  againft  the 
virtue  of  my  fifter-in-lavv.  The  names  they  had  af- 
fumed,  of  mailers  of  languages  and  mufick,  impofed 
in  reality  on  my  credulity,  and  the  fubmifiive  beha- 
viour they  always  (hewed  me,  confirmed  me  a  long 
time  in  that  error.  Neverthelefs,  I  could  not  but 
be  much  furprifed,  from  the  firft  moment,   to  fee 

them 
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them  ufe  an  extraordinary  familiarity  with  the  two 
hidies  ;  and  if  I  from  thence  fufpe6led  nothing  that 
was  capable  of  alarming  me,  I  did  not  lefs  condemn 
it  as  one  of  thofc  excefies  of  prepoflcfiion  and  tafte 
for  talents,  which  fometimes  allow  too  great  a  confi- 
deration  and  favour  for  the  poffeflbrs  of  them. 

I  was  always  ignorant  what  progrefs  they  had 
made  in  the  heart  of  my  Lady,  and  the  very 
conclufion  of  this  forrowful  adventure  did  not 
infpire  me  with  curiofity  enough  of  feeking  after 
further  lights  into  it.  But  I  remarked,  that  they 
always  regulated  her  bufinefs  ;  and,  under  pretence 
of  mufic  meetings,  and  other  affemblies,  which, 
as  they  faid,  had  fomc  relation  to  their  ftudies, 
they  manifellly  engaged  her  in  all  the  parties  of 
pleafure  fuitable  to  their  views  or  particular 
tafles.  Even  the  very  dexterous  colours  that  Ma- 
dame De  S gave   to   fuch  continual  diforders, 

took  away  all  fufpicions  that  might  have  raifcd  in 
me  a  defire  to  watch  them  ;  and  being  gained  over, 
(for  I  owe  this  confeflion  to  truth)  by  the  hopes  of 
her  converfion,  with  which  (he  wonderfully  fortified 
me,  1  fometimes  reproached  myfelf  for  having  had 
fuch  a  bad  opinion  of  her  condu£li  taken  up  from 
ftories  and  teftimonies,  that  I  could  not  accufe  of 
any  thing  but  raOinefs.  To  make  me  open  my  eyes, 
I  ftood  in  need  of  an  adventure  as  dreadful  as  what  I 
have  to  relate. 

I  was  often  at  the  houfe  of  Madame  De  S , 

or  at  that  of  my  fifter-in-law  ;  and  the  more  effec- 
tually to  banilh  all  miilruils,  they  agreed  to  give  me 
notice  of  the  times  they  could  receive  me  with  free- 
dom. Thus,  under  the  pretext  of  providing  for  the 
quiet  and  calmnefs  neceflary  for  fuch  ferious  con- 
verfations  as  ours  ought  to  be,  they  found  means 
of  getting  me  out  of  the  way  at  all  times  wherein 
my  prefcnce  might  be  troublefome  ;  yet  nevcrthelefs 
they  every  day  gave  me  notice  fo  unaffectedly  of 
the  hour  they  expedcd  to  fee  me  the  day  follow- 
ing, aud  they   appciircd  fa  fatisficd  with  my   viilts, 

that 
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that  it  never  once  came  into  my  mind,  that  this  cxa($l 
order  of  them  might  be  a  concerted  game.      I  pafied 

whole    hours    with    Madame    Dc  S ;    and   if 

my  zeal  made  me  think  them  fliort,  the  defire  flie 
had  of  bringing  her  adventure  to  a  happy  conclu- 
fion,  or  perhaps  the  fatisfaftion  that  fed  her  vanity, 
by  reafoning  with  me  upon  the  moft  important  points 
of  religion  and  morality,  and  receiving  the  praifes 
that  1  often  could  not  refufe  to  her  wit,  hindered 
her  from  thinking  them  tedious.  It  was  eafy  for  me 
to  obferve  in  her  behaviour,  and  even  in  her  looks, 
an  air  of  complaifance  and  afFeftion,  that  I  found 
ibmetimes  carried  too  far  :  but,  in  a  woman  who  had 
been  given  up  all  her  life  to  the  vain  amufements  of 
the  world,  I  looked  on  it -as  the  remains  of  her  ancient 
culloms.  If  I  was  deceived  fo  dangeroufly  by  her 
■exterior  appearance,  which,  on  the  contrary,  was  not 
jnade  up  of  fo  much  affectation  as  to  endeavour  to 
.gain  any  empire  over  my  fenfes,  yet  fhe  fell  into  a 
much  more  ridiculous  error  in  relation  to  my  beha- 
viour, in  which  (lie  could  not  have  difcovered  any- 
thing but  an  ardour  for  the  interefl:  of  her  foul. 
The  fire,  that  the  warmth  of  a  long  converfation 
made  fparkle  in  my  eyes,  and  a  Chriftian  love  and 
benevolence,  from  whence  poflibly  fome  exprefiion& 
lefs  circumfpeft  than  my  thoughts  might  have  e- 
fcaped,  appeared  to  her  as  fo  many  marks  of  the  pro- 
grefs  fhe  made  in  my  heart.  She  did  not  in  the 
lead  doubt  but  I  had  penetrated  the  defign  fhe  had 
to  pleafe  me,  and  that  flopping  at  that  point  which 
•was  moft  flattering  in  it  forme,  according  to  this  way 
of  thinking,  that  I  had  the  weaknefs  to  be  fen- 
fible  of  it ;  in  fo  much,  that,  having  begun  on  both 
fides  to  take  our  mutual  motions  from  the  mean- 
ing fuitable  to  our  defires,  we  fhould  foon  ccmtic  to 
the    poiiit   of    thinking    ourfelves    equally     fure    of 

victory.      Perhaps    Madame   De    S did  not 

at  firft  propofe  to  pufh  her  enterprife  fo  far.  Her 
notions  were  corrupted,  without  doubt,  by  degrees  ; 
and  in  the  mind  of  an  artful  coquette,  the  iblc  defirc 

of 
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of  amufing  herfelf  with  fo  ridiculous  an  adventure, 
was  a  motive  capable  of  making  her  forget  all  de- 
cency and  decorum.  However  that  be,  having  one 
day  tendered  me  her  hand,  upon  which  I  impru- 
dently let  fall  my  head,  without  any  intention  of 
touching  it  with  my  lips,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  dif- 
penfe  with  myfelf  from  receiving  it  in  mine,  fhe 
took  this  over-hally  bowing  of  my  head  for  the  mo- 
tions of  a  heart  that  trembled  to  explain  itfelf  more 
openly  and  apparently,  and,  with  a  defign  of  letting 
mc  know  ihe  underftood  me,  (he  ftretched  her  hand 
forward  to  my  face,  and  laying  her  fingers  to  my 
mouth,  pvcfTed  them  againll  my  lips  for  a  mo- 
ment. If  this  familiarity  gave  me  fome  furprife,  I 
reverthelefs  conCdered  it  as  a  light  tranfport,  which 
proceeded  from  the  latisfadllon  of  a  heart,  wherein 
a  relirti  for  virtue  was  beginning  to  arife  from  the 
influence  of  my  advice.  'J  his  reflection^  which  v.as 
not  mixed  with  any  doubt,  was  confirmed  immediate- 
ly by  a  propofal  that  Madame  De  S made  with 

fome  air  of  cmbarrafTment.  As  I  had  prefltd  her  of- 
ten to  a  review  of  all  the  irregularities  of  her 
life,  and  that  flie  had  always  made  lome  pretence 
for  retarding  that  mortifying  action,  the  meaning 
of  her  difcourfe  did  not  appear  to  mc  at  all  ambi- 
guous. Come  to  me,  faid  Ihe,  finking  her  voice,  at 
ten  o*clock  this  night,  I  will  open  .  to  you  my 
heart  ;  and  you  fhall  not  Iiave  the  leall  reafon  to 
complain  of  my  finccrity..  I  immediately  was  con- 
vinced, that  flic  at  length  had  vanqulflied  all  the  dif- 
ficulties ihe  had  to  combat,  and,  that  if  fhe  took  the 
night-time  to  difcharge  her  confcience  of  the  load 
of  her  fins,  it  was  owing  to  the  remains  of  confufion, 
of  which  her  fpringing  piety  had  not  yet  the  power 
to  fhake  off  the  yoke. 

It  woulil  be  db*awing  an  ill  pl£lure  of  her  charac- 
ter, to  imagine  that  her  difpofition  was  that  of  love, 
and  her  dtfign  that  of  leading  me  from  weaknefs  to 
wcakncfs,  to  the  point  of  infpiring  me  with  inclina- 
liona,  from  whence  flie  expcdcd  to  gather  the  fruit. 

In 
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In  flattering  herfdf  with  having  foftened  my  heart, 
fhe  propofed  no  other  pleafure  from  it  than  to  tri- 
umph over  the  chaftity  of  a  mortified  and  anftere 
man,  who  had  himfelf  attempted  to  triumph  over 
her.  She  would  humble  him,  who  thought  himfelf 
capable  of  inftruAing  her,  and  who,  after  having  en- 
deavoured to  frighten  her  by  his  menaces,  had  hopes 
of  gaining  the  power  of  moving  and  convincing  her 
by  his  reafons.  In  fancying  fhe  had  fcducet'  my 
mind  and  heart,  (he  did  not  in  the  lead  think  of 
taking  any  advantage  of  her  vicflory  ;  but  a  cruel 
malignity  had  put  it  into  her  mind,  to  make  my 
weaknefs  ferve  to  divert  as  well  as  to  revenge  her. 
She  had  communicated  this  fcheme  to  my  fifler-in- 
law  ;  and  the  empire  (he  already  had  over  her,  made 
her  eafily  fucceed  in  afTuring  herfelf  of  her  confent, 
and  even  afliftance.  They  had  agreed,  that  as  foon  as 
my  virtue  fhould  have  abandoned  me,   Madame  De 

S fhould  propofe  the  aflignation,  which  (he  had 

already  effeftually  appointed  me  at  her  houfe,  and 
that,  inftead  of  coming  to  it  herfelf,  fhe  fhould  fend 
in  her  place  a  woman  extremely  deformed,  that 
care  fhould  be  taken,  (to  deceive  me  more  readily) 
that  the  place  of  rendezvous  fhould  be  dark  ;  and 
when  they  fhould  think  me  given  up  to  all  the 
licentioufnefs  of  my  appetites,  as  they  imagined, 
the  two  ladies  fhould  appear  with  lights,  and  load 
me  with  juftly  merited  reproaches.  It  was  con- 
ceived, that  this  fccne  v/ould  afford  fome  pleafare  to 
the  ladies,  without  obliging  them  to  a  conduct, 
from  whence  I  had  been  defirous  of  laying  down 
lefTons  of  prudence  ;  and  following  this  plan,  I  fhould 
even  have  thanks  to  give  them  for  keeping  mea- 
fures  with  me,  in  order  to  fave  at  leafl  my  reputa- 
tion.    In  the  mean-time,  Madame  De  S no  foon- 

er  thought  herfelf  fure  of  my  defeat,  than  fhe  changed 
her  thoughts ;  and  nothing  was  more  worthy  of 
the  corruption  of  her  heart,  than  the  new  project 
fhe  formed.  She  refolved,  without  difcovering  her- 
felf to  my  fifter-in-law,  to  pufh  the  adventure  her- 
felf 
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felf  to  a  conclufion,  as  much  to  make  a  trial  of  my 
condudl  in  an  experiment,  wherein  iTie  had  reafon  to 
think  me  a  great  novice,  as  to  enjoy  her  triumph  in 
greater  perfetlion  ;  and,  in  the  end,  to  make  the  ad- 
vantages (he  fhould  acquire  over  me  ferviceable  to  her 
other  views. 

The  integrity  of  my  heart  having  then  baniflied 
all  fhadow  of  fufpicion,  I  did  not  fail  to  attend 
punctually  at  the  affignation.  All  my  zeal  in  a 
manner  reviving  at  the  approach  of  the  hour,  I  pre- 
pared for  the  miniftry,  uhich  I  thought  myfelf  ready 
to  exercife,  by  redoubling   my   prayers.      I  appeared 

at    Madame  De  S 's   door,   and   found  there  a 

woman  who  feemed  to  expe<ft  me,  and  who  intro- 
duced me,  with  many  circumfpeftions,  up  a  pair  of 
privy  Hairs  that  led  to  her  apartment.  She  recom- 
mended nothing  to  me  but  filence  ;  and  1  was  not  a 
little  furprifed,  that  a  ceremony,  not  ufual  in  fuch  a 
lioufe,  was  accompanied  with  fome  air  of  myllery. 
The  door  of  the  apartment  being  open,  I  was 
defired  to  walk  into  the  clofet  with  the  fame  cau- 
tions.    At  length  I  perceived  Madame  De  S , 

who  was  feated  in  a  negligent  pofturc,  but  adorned 
and  fet  off  with  all  the  care,  and  lefs  decency,  than 
I  ought  to  have  expefted.  The  only  thought  this 
affedtation  raifed  in  me,  was  a  reflection  upon  the  a- 
fcendant  of  vanity,  that  does  not  abandon  a  woman^ 
even  in  the  moll  holy  cxercifes  of  religion.  In  fine, 
the  door  of  the  clofet  being  fhut  on  me  by  the  cham- 
ber-maid who  introduced  me,  I  was  all  alone  with 
Madame  De  S . 

I  rejected  an  impulfe  of  my  mind,  that  inclined 
me  to  reproach  her  for  the  ornantents  of  her  drefs  ; 
and,  thinking  fome  indulgence  due  to  thofe  remains 
of  weaknt.'fs,  1  approached  her,  and  defired  to  know, 
if  the  difpofitions  of  her  heart  corrcfponded  with 
thofe  flic  had  taken  up  for  employing  the  folitude  and 
tranquillity  we  now  enjoyed.  This  difcourfe  was 
perhaps  equivocal,  although  the  circumftances  had 
infplred    me   naturally  Avith   it.     It  might  witiiout 

doubt 
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dotibt  have  been  taken  in  a  fenfc  dlredly  contrary  to 
«iy  thoughts,   fince    helping  to  confirm    Madame  De 

S in  hers,  it  gave  room  for  fome  moments  to 

the  moll  extravagant  converfation.      Her   anfwer  was 
fuch,  as  one  may  imagine  it  to  be,   from  the  prepof- 
fcflion  fhe  was  in.     She  talked  to  me  of  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  her  heart,  as  of  a  love  the   moft  lively    and 
impatient.    What  had  it  not  coil  her  to  delay  thehap- 
py  moment  we   were   arrived   at  ?  and  if  my  ardour 
was  equal  to  hers,  what  could  be  wanting  teethe  per- 
fedion  of  her   happinefs  ?  Upon   difcovering   herfelf 
with  fo  much  warmth,  fhe  took  rae  by  the  hand,  and 
preffing  me  to  fit  down  near  her,   Hie  pofiibly  would 
have  opened  my  eyes  all   at  once  by  the  vivacity  of 
her  ailion,  if  in  the  thoughts   ihe  was   in,  that    I 
burned  for  her  with  an  ardent   paffion,   flie  had  not 
defired  to  have  an  agreeable  fight  in   the  unravellinir 
of  ray  own  projeds.      Thus   with  the    appearance  of 
moderating  herfelf  all  at  once,  flie  complained  only  of 
not  feeing  my  eagernefs   correfpond   better  to  hers  ; 
fae  even  drew  back  her  hand,  with  which  fne  had  yet 
held  mine,  and  looking  on    me    with  a   tender  air  on 
the  elbow-chair  whereon  I  fat,   fhe  immediately  a/li- 
ed me,  for  what  reafon,  with  the  views  that  brought 
rae  there,   I  had  come  in  a  long  gown,  which  was  fo 
little  fuitable    to    fuch   circumilances  ?   I  juflified  my 
garb  from  the  reafons  of  decency,  that  even  obliged 
rae  to  wear    it  on    this  occafion,  if  I   had  not  been 
accuftomed  to    do  it    at    all    times.     Our  difcourfe 
upon  this    matter  became  a  feries  of  obfcurities,   into 
which  I  could  not  fancy  flie  faw   more  clearly  than  I 
did.      However,   fhe   had  this  advantage   over  me,  of 
perfuading  herfelf,   that  (he  comprehended  fomething 
in  my  realons,  that    thinking   me   withheld  by  a  re- 
mainder of  modefty   and   fear,   fhe    could  underfland 
the  moil  obfcure  of  my  exprelTions  as  a  veil,  in  which 
I  wrapped  up  my  true  fentiments  ;   in  lieu  of  wiiich, 
not  fufpecting  her  at  all  of  any   other  views   than  of 
fpeedily  difburdening  her  memory  of  a  load  of  faults, 
it  happened  almoft   at  every  word  fhe  pronounced, 

that 
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tliat  I  was  {lopped  by  fome  difficulties  of  which  I  did 
not  underftand  one  word. 

I  attributed  her  irotions  at  firft  to  an  impatiencr, 
and  even  a  trouble,  of  which  the  foul  is  fomctimes 
capable  in  the  firil  approaches  of  zeal  ;  but  I  began 
to  fear  at  lad,  that  in  an  imagination  overheated  by 
the  sjrand  objedts  with  which  I  thought  it  filled,  there 
was  fome  refolution  made  that  reafcn  was  little  feu- 
fible  of. 

During  this  time  (he  held  the  end  of  ir,y  girdle, 
which  (he  rolled  about  her  fingers,  fometimes  pre- 
tending only  to  amufe  herfelf  with  it,  fometimes 
fqueezing  it  clofe,  and  drawing  to  her,  with  look* 
in  which  her. ardour  ftemed  to  redouble.  Tired  at 
length  with  an  cxcefs  of  refervednefs,  of  which  flie 
neverthclcfs  accufed  my  baAifulnefs,  Hie  got  up,  fay- 
ing, that  thcfe  men  were  ftrange  creatures,  to  employ 
all  their  artifices  to  feduce  the  heart  of  a  poor  wo- 
man, and  then  to  take  advantage  of  their  gravity  and 
ilrength  of  mind  to  abufe  their  vi<ilory.  This  was 
a  milchievous  irony,  which  flie  thought  to  nplioldby 
a  thoufand  paflionate  careffcs,  with  which  fiie  bore  me 
down  all  at  once. 

The  firft  efforts  I  made  to  defend  myfelf  from  her, 
being  taken  (it  may  be)  for  an  effect  of  the  fame  cm- 
barraffment  to  which  fhe  had  attributed  my  coldnefs, 
and  the  filcnce  that  my  fnrprife  hindered  ftic  from 
breaking,  helping  yet  to  maintain  her  in  the  fame 
tlioughts,  (he  did  enough,  in  a  few  moments  to  have 
made  my  reafon  rebel  in  her  favour  ;  and  this  was 
without  doubt  a  more  powerful  fuccour,  than  that  o£ 
my  feeble  virtue,  which  delivered  me  from  fuch  a 
frightful  peril.  I  fommoned  up  all  my  ilrength  to 
tear  myfelf  from  her  arms  ;  and  all  out  of  breath  at 
I  was,  recovering  with  difficulty  the  power  of  fpeak- 
ing,  I  featcd  her  in  an  elbow  chair,  where  her  own 
confufion  detained  her  as  much  perhaps  as  the  words 
I  fpokc.  Madam,  faid  I,  with  a  diilurbcd  voice,  i£ 
it  be  a  Uraying  of  your  mind,  .an  illufion  of  the  ene- 
my of  your  falvation,  or  any  other  forgctfulncfs  of 

Vol.  III.  D  your 
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yourfdf,  that  in  fpite  of  your  teeth  tranfports  you 
from  your  firft  refolutlons  into  fuch  unworthy  ex- 
cefTes,  recal  your  judgment,  arm  yourfclf  with  thofc 
great  principles  which  I  have  hibourcd  to  inftil  into 
you,  and  be  perfuaded,  that  the  aflillance  of  Heaven 
is  always  fupcrior  to  temptation.  1  perceive,  added 
I,  the  wrong  I  have  done  by  fwerving  from  the 
ordinary  cuftom  to  hear  your  confeflion  :  I  ought, 
as  much  for  myfelf  as  for  you,  to  fear  the  danger  of 
folitude.  But  if  the  corruption  of  our  nature  Some- 
times makes  our  falls  fo  fudden,  we  can  raife  our- 
felves  as  fpeedily  by  repentance  ;  and  from  one  fingle 
motion  of  the  heart  often  proceeds  both  fin  and  in- 
nocence. 

As  1  made  her  this  difcourfe,  I  had  my  hand  lean- 
ing on  her  arm,  from  a  remainder  of  miftruft  that 
made  me  fear,  lell  flie  fliould  fall  again  into  a  new 
fit  ;  and  I  obfcrved  even  her  eyes,  from  thence  to 
difcover,  from  what  new  fpecies  of  tranfport  1  had 
to  fave  myfelf  harmlefs.  1  know  not  whether  this 
patience,  with  which  I  continued  near  her,  gave  her 
room  to  believe,  that  I  might  yet  be  vanquifhed,  or 
whether  (he  took  (it  may  be)  the  foftnefs  of  my  re- 
proaches only  for  the  difguife  of  an  hypocrite,  who 
feared  to  difcover  himfelf  with  too  little  caution  ; 
but  taking  advantage  of  the  fituation  I  was  in  to  at- 
tack me  with  more  fuccefs,  fhe  gave  greater  ilreiigth 
than  ever  to  the  temptation,  both  by  her  careflcs 
and  looks.  Some  tender  and  animated  reproaches, 
that  fhe  added  to  them  at  intervals,  her  fighg,  that 
feemed  to  arife  from  the  bottom  of  her  heart,  an  air 
of  languor  diffufed  over  her  countenance,  and  all 
lier  attitude  ;  in  fine,  the  whole  equipage  of  foft- 
nefs and  fenfuality,  which  fhe  feemed  to  reunite  about 
her,  might  perhaps  have  made  me  fenfible,  that  man 
is  always  too  weak  when  he  voluntarily  expofes  him- 
felf to  danger  ;  if  the  thought  itfelf,  which  came 
into  my  mind  from  the  cxpreflions  of  the  facred  pa- 
ges, had  not  made  me  take  a  refolution  of  retiring 
haftily.    A  fliort  apoftrophe,  addrcffed  to  my  enemy 
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on  turning  my  back  to  her,  gave  her  to  undenland 
how  remote  (he  was  from  her  triumph.  However, 
there  was  lefs  of  anger  and  harfnnefs,  than  of  com- 
paflion  in  what  I  fald.  I  pity  you,  faid  I,  from  what- 
ever fource  this  cxcefs  of  corruption  comes  ;  and  if 
you  are  ignorant  of  the  judgments  of  Iieaven,  1  muft 
tell  you,  that  they  are  terrible  againll  a  hardening  of 
the  heart,  which  proceeds  even  to  a  contempt  of  its 
warnings  and  graces. 

I  haitened  to  get  out  of  this  infeded  place,  thanking 
the  Author  of  my  ftrength,  which  fupported  a  faith- 
ful Chriftian  in  the  love  of  virtue  ;  and  being  as  lit- 
tle fenljble  of  the  (hamc  of  being  deceived,  as  not 
fearing  to  give  up  to  Heaven  the  judgment  of  my  in- 
tentions, I  prayed  him,  out  of  his  infinite  mercies,  to 
place  to  my  account  the  ardour  and  purity  of  my  zeal. 
But  having  deplored  the  melancholy  fucccfs  of  fo  great 
hopes,  I  did  not  fail  to  let  my  rcflcclions  fall  on  my 
I^ady,  and  1  began  again  to  fee  with  another  eye  all 
thofe  things  that  my  illufion  had  as  it  were  accu- 
ftomed  me  to  look  upon  without  diffidence  or  a- 
krms.  My  firll  fufpicions  neverthelefs  did  not  at  all 
turn  upon  her  two  lovers  :  On  the  contrary,  I  did  not 
forbear  to  take  them  for  what  I  was  told  they  were; 
and  1  was  pleafed  in  the  midft  of  my  fears,  to  find 
yet  the  fame  likelihood  in  the  reafons  that  brought 
my  filler- in-law  to  Paris.  Suppofing,  faid  T,  to  hear- 
ten myfelf,  that  her  intimacy  with  Madame  de  S — •— 
may  have  a  little  dilordered  her  principles  and  con- 
dutft,  yet  the  evil  is  not  fo  inveterate  as  to  be  afrai(l 
already  of  its  progrefs.  Her  ilefign  in  quilting  the 
country  was  not  at  all  a  formed  relolution  of  giving 
lierfclf  up  to  diforder.  She  had  in  it  an  intention, 
which  fhe  is  carrying  into  execution  ;  and  when  her 
unworthy  friend  had  raifcd  in  her  a  defire  of  it,  to 
take  occafion  from  thence  to  engage  her  infenfibly  In 
the  fame  corru])tion,  even  the  nccefTity  under  which  flic 
thought  herfelf  to  employ  this  ])rclence,  flicws  fufTi- 
tlently  that  flie  had  need  of  time  and  labour  to  fuc- 
ctcd  in  fuch  a  horrible  projed.  I  encouraged  myfelf 
D  2  alfo 
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alfo  to  hope  fomething  from  her  motives  of  coming  t© 
town,  which  were  not  abfohjtely  without  probabi- 
lity and  force  ;  but  I  fhould  have  made  one  reflec- 
tion much  more  juft,  if  I  had  thought,  that  vice  is 
not  fo  flow  in  its  progrcfs  as  virtue,  and  that  the  bias 
of  nature,  which  fo  often  is  of  itfelf  fuflicient  to  hur- 
ry us  along,  will  become  a  torrent  by  its  rapidity, 
where  it  has  received  the  unhappy  inlligation  of 
counfel  and  example. 

Self-love  never  had  dominion  enoucjh  over  my  mind 
to  make  me  look  on  the  confelhon  I  had  made  the 
Count  of  the  mortifying  fuccefs  of  my  adventure,  as 
a  great  facrifice.  He  always  had  his  miftruit  of 
it,  which  he  in  vain  laboured  to  communicate  to 
me.  I  confeffed  to  him,  that  his  eyes  were  more 
penetrating  than  mine,  and  that '  this  adventure 
was  a  new  leffon  to  me,  of  which  I  humbly  acknow- 
ledged the  ufefulnefs.  My  franknefs  proceeded  even 
to  difcover  to  him  "the  reafons  I  had  to  difpel  my 
fears  as  to  the  condu6t  of  my  fifter-in-law,  without 
which  I  ftill  confefled  to  him,  that  I  fhould  have 
thought  myfelf  the  mod  culpable  and  unhappy  of  all 
men,  to  have  by  my  millake  deferred  thofe  remedies, 
which  we  might  with  eafe  have  applied  earlier  to 
the  dlforders.  He  let  nothing  drop  In  his  anfwcr 
that  could  Increafe  the  grief  I  felt  at  finding  myfelf 
deceived  ;  but  recollefting  one  part  of  the  advice 
he  had  given  me,  when  I  had  declared  my  firft  fears, 
he  added,  that  If  decency  had  permitted  him  at  that 
time  to  enter  deeper  Into  the  condaft  of  that  affair, 
he  would  have  begun  with  every  thing  that  would 
have  forced    my    Lady  to  break   with  Madame   dc 

8 .     Though,  faid  he,  the  union  that  attaches 

me  to  you  be  very  ftricl,  yet  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  me  to  take  up  the  voice  of  a  reformer  In  your 
family,  efpeclally  in  regard  to  a  woman,  who  has 
entered  into  it,  as  I  have  done,  only  by  alliance. 
But  ta  whatever  degree  the  evil  be  fpread,  you  may- 
be affured,  added  he,  that  if  there  remains  any  hope 
df  reforming  it,  yet  it  Is  not  to  be  dotiC)  but  by  re- 
moving 
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moving  the  produftive  caufe  thereof.  He  paufed  a 
rr.oment,  as  if  it  were  to  give  himfelf  up  to  his  own 
refledlions.  If  I  might  explain  myfelf  with  free- 
dom, faid  he,  you  are  not  from  henceforth  a  more 
proper  perfon  than  1  am  to  undertake  the  entcrprife 
in  which  you  appear  to  be  employed  :  As  to  me,  I 
muft  have  a  right  to  interfere,  which  I  have  not : 
As  to  you,  fince  the  ill  fuccefs  of  your  unlucky  ex- 
periment, as  you  muil  have  lofl  all  hopes  that  ex- 
hortations of  zeal,  and  maxims  of  religion,  can  be 
fufficient  to  reclaim  minds  but  little  fenfible  of  them; 
as  to  you,  I  fay,  you  mud  have  an  air  of  boldnefs 
and  courage,  which,  in  a  man  of  your  gown  and 
charafter,  cannot  be  fuch  as  the  occaiion  calls  for. 
Confide-,  added  he,  ftill,  that  of  the  two  means, 
which  are  only  proper  to  heal  the  diforders  of  which 
you  complain,  there  is  not  one  of  them  can  become 
you.  In  truth,  the  firft  can  be  proper  for  nobody, 
and  I  fhould  think  it  almoft  as  dangerous  as  the  evil 
we  fain  would  cure;  that  is,  to  employ  the  authority 
of  the  court,  or  that  of  the  law,  to  oblige  my  Lady 
to  enter  into  a  convent,  until  the  return  of  her  huf- 
band  :  And  this  method  cannot  be  undertaken  with- 
out making  a  great  noife,  which  may  caufe  us  more 
confufion  and  grief,  than  we  hope  to  avoid.  But 
the  fecond  way,  and  confequently  the  only  one  that 
remains  to  be  taken,  and  which  confifts  not  only  in 
cxpoftulating  with  my  Lady  boldly,  but  in  ufing 
fome  vipjorous  means  to  banifh  all  pcrfons  from  her 
houfe  of  cither  fex,  that  may  not  be  thought  conve- 
nient to  be  fuffered  in  it :  This  way  requires  a  man  of 
the  fword,  who  may  join,  to  the  right  you  have,  cx- 
prefTions,  and  perhaps  adiions,  that  your  profcffion 
excludes  you  from.  Thus,  added  the  Count,  as  long 
as  we  would  avoid  making  a  noife,  in  taking  care  of 
and  condudting  our  honour,  I  fee  nobody  but  my  Lord 
Tcneruiill  who  can  be  charged  with  an  affair  of  fucih 
a  delicate  nature  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

I  found  prudence  and   truth   in  this  counfel  ;  but 

to  what  point  did  it  reduce  us  ?  To  remain  in  a  ftatc 

1^   3  of 
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of  inaaion  till  tlie  return  of  Tencrmill,  of  whicTi  the 
time  was  very  uncertain.  It  was  even  probable  that 
Patrick  would  return  before  him  ;  and  one  of  my 
views  had  always  been  to  fpare  thia  dear  brother  the 
concern  and  vexation  he  would  infallibly  feel,  to 
find  fo  great  an  alteration  in  the  character  and  con- 
dud  of  his  wife.  I  was  not  at  all  difcouragcd  at 
the  objeftion  the  Count  made  againft  himfcif,  al- 
though it  feemed  to  carry  in  it  a  formal  refufal  of 
interfering  in  the  interelh  of  Patrick.  I  thought  him 
more  proper  than  he  appeared  to  think  himfelf  for 
this  enterprife.  In  agreeing  with  him,  that  it  no 
longer  required  a  man  of  my  profeflion  |  Think,  faid 
1  to  him,  that  though  you  belong  only  by  alliance 
to  my  family,  you  are  neverthelefs,  in  the  abfence  of 
Tenerraill,  the  neareft  perfon  to  it.  You  confequent- 
iy  fucceed  in  all  the  rights  of  my  brother,  and,  in 
the  cafe  we  now  are,  his  duties  become  yours.  I 
added  to  this  way  of  reafoning  fuch  llrong  and  prefT- 
ing  inftances,  that  they  determined  him  at  length  to 
acquiefce  in  them. 

He  demanded  a  delay  of  a  few  days  to  give  him 
time  to  obtain  more  knowledge  in  the  habitual  ac- 
tions and  condud  of  my  Lady.  Without  having  ever 
known  what  ways  he  employed,  he  informed  me  a 
few  days  after  what  I  have  related  of  the  two  lovers. 
Surprife  and  grief  raifed  a  cruel  revolution  in  all  my 
fenfes.  But  this  was  not  all  he  had  to  tell  me. 
From  whatever  quarter  he  had  got  this  information, 
he  had  learned,  that  my  Lady  had  already  confumed, 
in  lefs  than  two  mouths,  all  the  ready  money  (he 
had  at  the  departure  of  her  hufhand  ;  and  thofe 
could  not  be  fmall  fums,  fince,  over  and  above  her 
current  yearly  rents,  we  remembered  that  fhe  had 
50,000  franks  in  her  coffers,  when  the  aflPairs  of 
the  Count  had  made  his  friends  believe  that  he  Hood 
in  need  of  a  pecuniary  afliftance  to  put  an  end  to  his 
law-fuit.  This  wafle  and  confumption  not  making 
her  think  of  diminilhing  her  expences,  fhe  had  al- 
reiuiy  heeii  obliged  to-  the  common  expedients:,,  fuch 
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as  taking  up  money  on  high  Intercfl:,  and  the  pawn- 
ing of  many  valuable  jewels.  As  {he  had  no  paf- 
fion  for  learning,  and  that  her  table  was  not  regular 
cnoui^h  to  throw  her  into  fo  confiderable  exptnccs, 
it  feemcd  manifeil  to  the  Count,  that  all  thele  fums 
had    been    lavillied   away  on    love;    that    is   to   fay, 

cither  on  Madame  De    S ,  who  was  a    great 

woman  at  laying  out  for  pleafiires,  or  on  her  fortunate 
gallants,  whofe  afliduities  and  cares  fhc  apparently 
paid  for  :  And  to  give  more  credit  to  this  odious 
imputation,  the  Count  had  been  affured,  that  among 
a  great  number  of  lovers,  who  perpetually  fwelled 
ray  Lady's  court,  there  were  many  who  had  the  re- 
])Utation  of  being  well  with  her,  and  who  had  from 
thence  taken  occafion  to  appear  with  a  more  magni- 
ficent retinue.  I  took  great  care,  faid  the  Count, 
perceiving  the  impreflion  this  frightful  relation  had 
made  on  me,  how  I  blindly  believed  the  llander. 
It  magnified  every,  objedt,  efpecially  when  added  to 
the  vanity  and  indifcrction  familiar  in  the  mouths  of 
young  people.  But  reuniting  all  my  prefent  infor- 
mations to  my  former  conjedlures,  1  had  no  room 
for  doubts  left  me,  but  that  there  was  a  ftrange  alte- 
ration made  in  the  behaviour  of  my  Lady,  and  that 
this  corruption  gained  ground  daily. 

It  remained  for  him  to  inform  me,  in  wliat  man'- 
ner  he  propofed  to  break  this  matter  to  my  Lady. 
I  received  yefterday,  faid  he,  a  letter  from  Patrick, 
who,  fuppofing  her  yet  at  my  caftle,  prayed  nac  to 
be  watchful  over  her  health,  and  to  fee  her  myfclf, 
notwithdanding  our  domellick  coldncfe.  He  com- 
plained of  not  having  ofttn  enough  received  letters 
from  her.  This  forgetfulnefs  would  appear  to  hiin 
furpriling,  if  he  had  the  misfortune  of  know- 
ing the  caufc  of  it.  But  this  gives  fuch  a  natural 
opportunity  to  me  to  go  and  fee  her,  that  I  re- 
ject all  the  other  fchcmes  I  have  formed.  Be  alfur- 
ed,  added  he,  that  having  once  corifentcd  to  do  him 
the  fcrvicc  you  defire,  I  will  leave  nothing  undone 
about  her,  until  I  acquit  myfelf  of  my  conimiluon.  He 
D  4  confcdld 
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confefied  to  me  neverthelcfs,  that  with  the  view  of 
infpiring  fome  terror  into  the  guilty,  he  had  alrea- 
dy given  notice   to  Madame   de   S ,  that  (he 

-was  already  threatened  with  fome  difgraee,  which 
would  be  the  cfFe6^  of  her  intimacy  with  a  lady, 
whom  the  world  accufed  her  of  having  hurried  into 
diforderly  coiirfes.  He  told  me,  he  did  not  at  aTl 
doubt,  but  that  this  advice  had  immediately  been 
communicated  to  my  fifter- in-law,  and  that  finding 
herfelf  perhaps  already  greatly  alarmed,  he  fliould 
from  thence  have  the  greater  eafe  in  llaggering  her 
wpon  his  firft  vifit.  He  had  even  flattered  himfelf» 
that  if  he  fhould  have  put  her  into  this  difpofition, 
it  would  not  be  impoiTible  for  him,  by  magnifying  a 
little  the  motives  of  terror,  to  engage  her  on  the 
fpot  to  quit  Paris,  and  to  wait  the  return  of  Patrick 
ia  the  country. 

He  chofe  the  day  following  for  his  vifit.  Fatal 
day  !  After  {o  many  cireumftances  he  had  related  to 
•me,  he  did  not  tell  me,  that  he  had  difcovered  the 
favourite  lover  of  my  fifler-in-law,  and  that  he 
had  already  had  a  very  warm  expoftulation  with, 
him.  This  v^as  the  firft  objeft  he  met  in  her  apart- 
ment. Paflion  has  no  curb  upon  fuch  violent  occasi- 
ons. Seeing  him  come  out  alone  from  my  Lady's  clo- 
fet,  he  flopped  him  boldly,  and  without  ufing  the 
.kail  caution  in  his  expreffions,  he  forbid  him  with 
the  moft  violent  menaces  ever  again  to  put  his  foot 
v/ithin  a  houfe  he  had  diflionoured.  This  miferable 
Wretch,  who  was  little  acquainted  with  the  fenti- 
ments  of  honour,  pretended  to  go  out  without  ma- 
king any  anfwer.  A  fcene  fo  little  forefeen  had 
heated  the  Count.  He  went  into  the  clofet  with  the 
remainder  of  the  fame  warmth,  and  obferving  fewer 
j0[ieafures  than  he  had  at  firfi  propofed,  he  reproach- 
ed my  Lady  openly  with  a  conduct,  of  which  it  did 
riot  appear  to  him  that  fhe  cve«  feared  the  fcandal,. 
The  name  of  her  hufband,  that  of  her  brothers-in- 
iaV,  all  was  employed  to  augment  her  fear  and  con- 
fuiion*     In.  ij.n^,  having  laid   before  her  eyes  every 

thing 
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thing  that  he  had  judged  moft  certain  from  the  in- 
formations he  had  procured  of  the  difordct  of  her 
manners,  he  declared,  that,  from  the  right  he  had 
over  her  In  the  abfence  of  Patrick  and  my  Lord 
Tenermill,  he  gave  her  the  choice  of  two  things  5 
cither  to  return  immediately  to  his  caiile,  there  to 
take  up  a  rcfolution  of  living  a  more  regular  life, 
till  the  return  of  her  hufband,  or  to  retire  into  a  con- 
vent, which  he  would  leave  her  the  liberty  of  choofing. 
The  evil  he  pretended  to  cure  was  great  enougli 
to  require  a  remedy  of  fuch  violence  ;  but  the 
habit  of  the  diforder  not  being  yet  Itrong  enough  in 
my  Lady  to  have  hardened  her  front  againil  fuch 
fevere  reproaches,  the  firft  impreflion  fhe  felt  was 
more  piercing  than  perhaps  the  Count  had  rcafon  to 
apprehend.  Under  fo  terrible  an  embarraffment  fhe 
had  neither  the  prefence  nor  infligations  of  Madame 

De  S to  fupport  htr.     The  Count  had  not  yet 

familiarity  enough  with  her  to  inure  bimfelf  to  ufe 
a  noble  and  lofty  tone  with  her,  which  he  knew 
how  to  afTumc  in  his  reprimands  and  menaces  better 
than  any  perfon  In  the  world.  She  thought  flie  faw 
all  the  evils  together  ready  to  tumble  down  upon  hcr 
head ;  and  whether  fhe  was  in  reality  as  guilty  as 
•we  fancied,  or  whether  remorfe  and  fear  had  mag- 
nified her  faults  in  her  own  eyes,  ihe  remained  un- 
der a  deep  filence,  that  feemed  to  amount  to"^  a  con- 
feflion  of  every  thing  with  which  fhe  heard  herfelF 
reproached.  In  the  mean-tim.e  the  Count  prefling 
her  to  come  to  fomc  refolution,  fhe  opened  her  moutli 
with  an  air  of  confufion  and  f€ar,][  to  entreat  for 
time  to  recover  herfelf.  He  was  unwilling  to  puiji 
his  rigour  fo  far  as  to  refufe  her  fo  flight  a  favour ; 
but  miilrufting  that  fhe  had  thoughts  of  confulting 
Madame  De  S— — ,  he  declared  to  her,  that 
file  mufl  renounce  all  fuch  hopes,  and  that,  du- 
ring two  hours  he  gave  her  to  deliberate' upon 
thofe  two  propofals,  he  would  go  to  that  lady,  and 
would  not  conceal  from  her,  that  it  was  to  her  h«r 
afcribcd  all  thofe  diforders.  If  he  I'.ddcd  a  few 
D  5  voids. 
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words,  it  was  only  to  lay  before  her  the  fliam-e  of 
giving-  Ircrfelf  mn  to  a  woman  fo  odioufly  infamous^ 
V'ith  the  hopes  of  hallening  her  repentance  by  in- 
jreafing  her  confufion. 

He  went  out  indeed  in  order  to  go  to.  Madame  de 

,  to  whom  he  was  willing  to  renew  openly 

the  advice  he  had  given  her  by  better.  The  impa- 
tience I  had  to  know,  with  what  air  flie  would  rc« 
ceive  his  vifit,  had  made  me  wait  at  fome  dillancc 
from  my  Lady's  houfe.  I  got  into  his  coach  :  he 
embraced  me,  and  at  the  l\ime  time  congratulated  me 
(or  his  having  found  lefs  rcfillance  than  he  had  fore- 
icen,  aiid  for  being  near  the- point  of  executing  his. 
commifiion  without  violence  and  noife.  Such  agree- 
able news  raifed  in  mc  all  the  joy  that  I  ought  to 
feel  from  it.      1   approved  the  defign  that  led  him  ta 

Madame  de  S 's,   and  left   him   to   wait  for  the 

iuccefs  of  it  with  the  fame  hopes. 

It  being  agreed  that  we  ftiould  return  to  my  La- 
dy *s  toget-her,  and  affer  her  in  concert  our  fervices. 
and  cares  for  cither  of  the  choices  flic  fliould  make, 
he  took  me  up  in  the  fame  place  he  had  left  rae.  I  was 
but  little  amazed  at  what  he  related  to  me  of  Madame 
de  S >  after  the  experience  I  had  of  her  cha- 
racter. She  received  his  menaces  and  reproaches, 
like  a  woman  above  fuch  little  adventures,  and  even 
confeffing  with  a  malicious  jeft,  that  my  Lady  had 
in  a  fhort  time  made  an  extraordinary  progrefs  ia 
gallantry,  flie  ^xcufed  herfelf  from  having  had  the 
leafl  fliare  in  any  thing  that  had  the  appearance  of 
diforder  or  excefs.  Falls  of  this  nature  being  diffi- 
cult to  be  verified  by  proofs,  the  Count  had  bcen- 
obligcd  to  hold  to  his  lirft  declarations  ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal advantage  he  thought  he  had  drawn  from  this 
vifit  was,  to  prevent  fo  dangerous  a  woman  from  in- 
fedting  the  mind  of  my  Lady  by  new  advice. 

Not  -above  an  hour  had  paffed  during  the  interval 
of  thefe  two.  expeditions.  We  proceeded  to  the  houfe 
of  my  filler- in-law.  The  door  of  it  was  freely 
thcovvn  open  to  us,  and  wc  went  up  iuto  her  apart- 
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prjent,  without  finding  any  further  obrtacles.  The 
Count,  finding  the  door  of  the  clofet  fliut,  fuiTcred 
no  more  than  one  lacquey  to  go  forward  nnd  give 
notice  that  we  were  there.  We  muft  conceal,  i'aid, 
he,  with  great  prudence,  as  much  as  is  polTible  of  this 
grievous  i'cene  from  the  fervants.  This  Is  a  pre- 
caution, added  he,  that  I  fhould  have  recommended 
to  my  Lady  herfclf,  and  fliall  be  vexed  if  (lie  has  nat 
ob/crvcd  it.  We  knocked  foftly  at  the  d(!or.  No 
body  made  hafle  to  open  it.  The  Count  having 
ruifcd  his  voice  to  give  notice  who  was  there,  we 
heard  that  of  my  filtcr-in-law,  who  after  fome  oh- 
fcure  words,  one  part  of  which  even  efcaped  us, 
gave  orders  to  her  chamber-maid  to  let  us  in. 

She  was  aloiic  with  this  woman  fitting  at  a  table, 
and  holding  a  pen  in  her  hand,  with  which  fhe  was 
writing.  With  difficulty  fiie  got  up  to  receive  us> 
and  we  foon  remarked,  that  fhe  had  fcarce  flrength 
enough  for  any  further  motion.  Her  countenance 
had  a  [)aleners  in  it,  that  I  could  compare  to  nothing 
but  that  of  death,  'i'he  alteration  in  all  her  fea- 
tures, the  diforder  of  lier  -eyes,  In  fine,  an  air  of 
allonilhmcnt  and  fright,  that  fpread  itfelf  over  her 
whole  form,  gave  us  fenfibly  to  underftand,  that  Cnc 
was  agitated  by  fomcthing  more  terrible  than  confu- 
fion  and  grief.  The  Count,  to  whom  the  office  of 
unfolding  our  thoughts  feemed  to  belong,  began  by 
obfervin^  fome  marks  of  diilurbance  we  were  in  for 
her  heakh,  and  afl<ed  her  chamber-maid  how  {lie 
could  fuflVr  her  millrefs  to  be  in  this  condition, 
without  propofing  to  her  to  fend  for  help.  Alas  I 
anfwcrcd  this  woman,  fhe  would  by  no  means  fufftr 
me;  and  fhe  has  obliged  me  to  flay  here  this  hour 
part,  whether  1  would  or  not.  .  To  what  the  Count 
laid  to  hcrfclf  to  draw  from  her  a  confcffion  of  her 
misfortune,  fhe  anfwered  notliiug,  but  by  llretchinir 
out  her  arm  before  her,  with  a  fign  of  averfion  to 
all  our  cares,  which  fccmcd  to  make  her  fear  llie 
feeing  us  too  near  her.  In  fine,  as  it  was  of  her  own 
accord   fhe  had    onlcred    the    door    to   be    opened 
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to  us,  {Tie  prayed  us  to  hearken  to  what  fhe  intend- 
cd  to  fay  to  us,  without  any  other  precaution  than 
by  ordering  h^r  chamber- maid  to  go  out  of  the  clofct, 
and  attend  a  little  from  the  door. 

If  you  have  brought  Mr.  Dean  here,  faid  fhe  to  the 
Count,  cafting  down  her  eyes,  only  to  redouble  my 
confivfion  by  his  prcfenee,  you  lofe  your  labour  ;  I 
am  in  a  condition  which  muft  make  me  infen- 
fible  to  thofe  little  confiderationa  ;  and  my  fhame 
or  your  reproaches  cannot  be  an  evil  very  infup- 
portable  to  me,  with  the  certainty  I  have  of  fceing^ 
them  very  foon  at  an  end.  On  the  contrary,  I  re- 
joice in  having  you  both  witneiTes  of  my  laft 
thoughts.  You  will  apprehend  better  from  my 
mouth,  than  from  the  letter  I  was  about  writing  to- 
you,  what  pafi'es  this  moment  in  my  heart  ;  and  if 
you  condemn  the  excefs  or  defpair  coming  to  hurry 
me  away,  you  are  at  free  liberty  to  make  what  ufe 
you  pleafe  of  my  fecret. 

As  the  aftonifhmenf  the  Count  and  I  were  in  ob- 
liged us  almoft  at  every  word  to  cait  our  eyes  on 
each  other,  I  know  not,  faid  flie,  what  fignify  fa 
many  looks  ;  but  if  they  proceed  from  the  obfcuri- 
ty  of  what  I  fay,  which  poffibly  may  caufe  you 
fome  cmbarrafTment,  I  have  occalion  but  for  one 
moment  to  clear  them  up,  and  I  will  then  leave  you^ 
to  determine  whether  I  merit  your  horror  or  com- 
pafiion.  It  is  true,  continued  fhe,  that  the  attrac- 
tions of  pleafure,  and  the  miferable  counfels  of  Ma- 
dame De  S ,  have   made   me  fwerve  from  my 

duty.  Give,  if  you  will,  to  my  diforders  the  name  of 
infatuation  or  blindnefs,  but  do  not  be  fo  unjuft  as  to 
think,  that  the  forgctfulnefs  of  myfelf,  into  which  X 
have  fallen  by  degrees,  has  been  ever  voluntary : 
^  Circumftances  have  every  day  contributed  to  this  de- 
pravation, and  I  have  been  furprifed  myfelf  to  fee 
myfelf  in  the  midfl  of  the  abyfs,  without  having 
once  opened  my  eyes  to  fee  the  way  that  led  me  into 
it  :  How,  for  example,  the  love  and  veneration 
with,  which  I  was  filled  for   my  huiband,  have  not 

better 
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better  defended  me  againil  the  firft  motions  of  a  dif- 
folute  love  ;  and  If  I  was  capable  of  any  weaknefs, 
ought  I  to  have  been  at  the  expence  of  a  talle  fa 
dear,  which  time  and  my  own  choice  had  fo  per- 
feftly  confirmed  ?  Without  acknowledging  myfelf  fo 
criminal  as  you  have  fuppofed  by  your  reproaches-^. 
I  confefs,  added  fhe,  that  you  have  not  been  deceived 
in  one  part  of  the  excefs  you  have  imputed  to  me- 
I  owe  this  confefiion  to  truth,  in  the  dreadful  mo- 
ment I  am  in  ;  but  it  difpenfes  with  me  from  giving 
you  a  detail,  which,  without  dcHibt,  would  bring  a 
torment  to  my  hufband. 

We  interrupted  her,  by  (hewing  ftrong  proofs  of 
our  compaffion,  in  order  to  banifh  that  diffidence  Oie 
fcemed  to  remark  of  our  diferetion.  If  you  had 
known  us  to  have  been  men  of  honour,  faid  the 
Count,  you  would  not  be  apprehenfive,  that  your 
hufband  could  ever  hear  from  us  what  you  yourfelf 
are  golDg  to  make  us  forget  by  fuch  ftrong  marks  of 
your  repentance.  Ah  !  replied  flie,  interrupting^  us 
in  her  turn,  you  are  ignorant  of  my  fituation,  whea 
you  afcribe  any  thing  to  my  fear.  I  have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  cxpeft,  when  I  have  no  longer  any  claim  to. 
life;  and  praying  us  to  hear  what  fhe  would  tell  u»^ 
in  two  words,  fhe  informed  us,  that  far  from  think- 
ing we  had  any  knowledge  of  her  intrigues,  fhe 
had  been  fo  terrified  at  the  Count's  reproaches^ 
that  her  fpirits,  which  had  fupported  her  during 
his  difcourfe,  intirely  failed  her  the  moment  he 
went  out  of  the  «rlofet.  Remaining  fome  time  in  a 
fwoon,  the  wretch,  whom  the  Count  had  forbid 
ever  to  appear  again  in  the  houfe,  and  who  ncver- 
thelefs  had  only  retired  into  a  chamber  hard  by, 
returned  into  the  clofet  as  foon  as  he  had  feen  the 
perfon  go  out  of  it,  the  fight  of  whom  lie  durft  not 
bear.  He  did  not  in  the  leall  doubt,  feeing  my  Lady  in 
fuch  a  deep  fwoon,  but  that  fome  fcenc  had  paflcd 
between  her  and  the  Count,  which  was  the  confc- 
qucnce  of  that  he  had  juft  before  been  cxpofcd  t<v 
from  him;^  aod  of  which  tlic  c£fe(5t  would  infallibly  be 

the 
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the  Tofs  of  thofe  refources  lie  had  hitherto  found 
in  the  credulity  of  my  fiiler-in-law.  The  fame 
fund  of  artilice  and  knavery,  that  had  attached 
him  to  her,  infpired  him  with  the  deteftable  thought 
of  taking  advantage  of  her  condition  to  rob  her  all 
at  once  of  what  fhe  had    already    much    impaired  by 

the  help  of  Madame  De  S ,  and  which  they  had 

fully  made  fure  of  carrying  off  by  degrees.  From  a 
long  familiarity  he  had  known  the  cail<et  in  which 
my  Lady,  together  with  her  jev^-els,  kept  all  the  deeds 
and  contrafts  that  were  the  fureties  of  her  eflate. 
He  feized  them,  and  as  he  got  into  the  ftreet,  meet- 
ing nobody  but  the  chamber-maid,  who  was  acci- 
dentally going  in  to  her  miflrefs,  he  pretended,  fmiling, 
that  my  liftcr-in-lavv  had  given  it  him  in  charge  to 
fecure   that  precious  burden,  out  of  fear,    lell  the 

Count  de  S ,  who  had  fome  difference  with  her, 

might  fo  far  affume  the  afcendant  he  defired  over  her, 
even  to  the  feizing  of  her  papers. 

The  chamber-maid  went  in  to  my  Lady,  who  had 
recovered  out  of  her  fwoon  the  inflant  fhe  entered 
the  clofet,  and  perceiving  in  her  only  the  remains 
of  a  palenefs,  which  is  the  confequence  of  fuch  ac- 
cidents, fhe  had  fo  much  the  lefs  mlllrull  of  the  caufe, 
as  her  miilrefs  reflrained  herfelf  enough  from  giving 
her  any  room  of  making  a  difcovery  of  it.  Never- 
thelefs,  as  fhe  was  bufied  about  her,  fhe  could  not  forbear 
mixing  in  her  words  what  fhe  had  jufl  fecn  and 
heard.  My  Lady,  as  it  were  thunder- ftruck,  by  im- 
mediately feeing  a  proof  of  the  robbery  before  her 
eyes,  ncverthelefs  had  power  enough  in  t^e  excefs  of 
her  trouble  to  become  miilrefs  of  her  firll  tranf- 
ports  ;  yet  fhe  had  too  quick  a  fenfe  of  her  mis- 
fortune. All  things,  capable  of  calling  defpair  and 
conllernation  into  her  foul,  joined  together  to  over- 
whelm her.  Together  with  the  terrible  confe- 
quences,  with  which  fhe  thought  J herfelf  threaten- 
ed from  her  hufband,  fhe  found  herfelf  reduced  in 
H  moment  to  indigence  by  the  only  man  of  the 
world  OD  whom  Ihe  had  moil  extravagantly  laviflied 

her 
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her  fubilance  and  confidence.  Being  without  experi- 
ence or  underftanding  in  tlie  praftice  of  affairs,  fhe 
could  fee  no  remedy  for  recovering  the  lofs  of  the 
caiket,  and  flopping  the  confequences  of  the  robbery. 
In  fine,  feeing  no  appearance  of  hopes,  and  prefer- 
ring death  to  a  thoufand  fatal  extremities  that  flie 
thought  inevitable,  the  only  thought  from  whence 
ihe  drew  any  coivfolation  was  to  remember,  that  a- 
mong  many  elixirs  come  to  her  from  her  father, 
and  which  fhe  had  choicely  preferved,  flie  had  a 
poifon,  of  which  he  had  boailed  of  the  virtue.  She 
did  not  hefitate  a  moment  in  fwallovving  it,  with- 
out giving  the  leait  notice  of  it  to  her  chamber- 
maid, who  on  the  contrary  imagined  that  what  flie 
had  taken  was  fome  remedy  for  her  health.  She'  af- 
terwards called  for  a  pen  to  give  us  an  account  of  the 
rcafons  (he  had  to  put  an  end  to  her  life,  and  to 
interell  us,  even  for  the  honour  of  our  family,  not 
to  reveal  fuch  a  tragical  adventure. 

What  Hic  could  add  to  this  account  feeming  to  u<^ 
of  lefs  importance  than  the  neccffity  of  giving  her 
afiiftance,  we  cut  her  words  Ihort  to  call  ia  her 
chamber-maid,  whom  we  ordered  in  the  moll  prcf- 
ing  terms,  immediately  to  fend  for  the  firft  phyll- 
cian  could  be  got ;  and,  to  neglecl  nothing  in  the  in- 
terval, the  Count,  vifiting  the  cafket  of  elixirs,  luck- 
ily found  among  them  divers  countcr-poifons,  with 
their  names  and  diflinguifhing  marks,  and  forced  my 
Lady  to  take  this  affiftance.  Her  oppofition  was 
long  and  obftinate  :  But  (he  yielded  at  lafl,  from  two 
hopes  he  gave  her  j  one,  that  if  (lie  were  refolved 
to  reafTumc  a  relifli  for  her  duty,  her  hu(l)and  (hould 
never  be  informed  of  the  misfortune  (he  had  of  inju- 
ring it  in  his  abfence  ;  the  other,  that  the  very  rob- 
bery of  her  papers  was  not  yet  an  irreparable  mif- 
chief ;  becaufe  the  duplicates  of  them  were  for  the 
moft  part  preferved  in  the  public  regiftries  ;  and  as 
to  thofc  that  it  was  impoffible  to  make  good  this 
way,  they  had  at  lead  the  remedy  of  giving  out 
public  attd  particular  advertifcmcntS;  which  would 

iufiillibly 
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infallibly  fecure  the  bcft  part  of  them.  Thcfe  twc^ 
motives  prevailing  on  her  to  take  the  afliftances 
that  might  recal  her  to  life,  fhe  call  herfelf  at  our 
knees,  and  her  promifes  appeared  to  us  to  be  as  lin- 
cere  as  her  thanks. 

There  was  fo  little  to  fear,  in  the  difpofition  I  now 
faw  her,  that  (he  would  make  any  difficulty  in  fol- 
lowing my  advice  or  orders,  which  only  tended  to 
engage  her  to  take  medicines,  and  even  quit  Paris 
immediately,  if  her  fituation  fhould  permit  her,  I 
preffed  the  Count  not  to  delay  a  moment  in  taking 
the  neceffary  meafures  for  preventing  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  robbery.  He  went  off'  with  this  de- 
iign.  The  phyficians,  who  came  immediately,  found 
the  eife6ls  of  the  poifon  lefs  advanced  than  I  could 
fency  from  the  appearances.  Whether  the  elixir 
had  already  loft  its  ftrength,  or  whether  it  required 
a  longer  time  to  work,  they  affured  me,  that  it  had 
not  yet  communicated  itfelf  to  the  vitals,  and  that 
they  would  cafily  mafter  it.  In  reality,  my  Lady 
found  herfelf  fo  much  relieved  by  their  care,  that  ii\ 
lefs  than  an  hour  fhe  was  in  a  condition  to  get  into- 
her  coach  with  me,  and  drive  to  the  Count*s  caftle. 
This  alteration  was  made  with  fo  many  precautions, 
and  fuch  decency,  that  her  fervants  not  having  any 
more  fufpicion  of  the  caufe  of  her  departure,  than  of 
the  reafons  of  her  ficknefs,  I  ftill  comforted  her  by 
improving  the  prefent  blefling  into  the  moft  favourable 
omens  of  what  was  to  come ;  and  I  perfuaded  her 
at  length  that  fhe  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  fe- 
crets  lodged  in  the  Count's  and  my  hands. 

Nothing  could  excufe  me  from  pafTmg  feme  time 
with  her,  as  much  to  keep  from  her  Madame  De 
S >  whofe  indifcretion  I  feared  would  yet  at- 
tempt to  feek  the  means  of  feeing  her  again,  as  to 
confirm  her  in  thofe  rcfolutions  file  had  taken,  in 
which  I  was  not  yet  convinced  that  neceflity  liad  not  a 
greater  fhare  than  the  inclinations  of  her  heart.  So 
my  abode  with  her  was  a  continual  exercife  of  cha- 
rity and  ieal,  by  the  care  I  took   eonftaiitly  to   lay 

before 
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before  her  eyes  every  thing  that  might  call  her  back 
to  herfdf,  and  make  her  forget  what  fhe  had  loiL 
She  opened  her  mind  to  me  in  fuch  a  manner  as  left 
me  not  the  lead  doubt  of  her  repentance,  and 
v.hich  would  have  convinced  me  what  ftrong  de- 
pendence I  might  have  on  her  refolution?,  if  on  the 
other  fide  her  very  frankncfs  had  not  helped  to  in- 
fpirc  mc  with  a  frefli  diffidence  of  the  future,  by 
giving  me  room  to  penetrate  more  and  more  into  the 
natural  bottom  of  her  character.  With  the  firft  hints 
given  mc  by  the  Count,  and  thofe  of  a  fatal  expe- 
rience, which  had  but  too  well  confirmed  them,  I 
could  not  lay  hold  of  her  change,  nor  fhe  indeed  give 
it  me,  as  an  alteration  in  the  leafl:  of  her  inclina- 
tions. I  was  as  well  acquainted  with  her  heart  as 
with  my  own.  I  faw  in  it  a  fincere  refolution  of 
vanquifhing  thofe  inclinations,  with  which  fheaccufed 
herfelf  for  having  had  too  much  indulgence;  but  this 
only  helped  m«  to  difcover,  that  flie  yet  had  them,  and 
that  fhe  would  perhaps  be  always  obliged  to  a  conflifh 
with  them.  Her  condition,  on  which  fhe  had  the  in- 
genuity to  open  herfelf,  was  only  a  violent  condition, 
which  confequently  fuppofed  that  ihc  was  not  in 
the  leaft  what  flie  had  an  inclination  to  be,  and 
which  muft  make  it  doubtful,  as  long  as  the  combat 
fhould  lafl,  to  what  fide  the  balance  would  one  day 
incline  :  And  if  this  obfcrvation  was  indubitable,  I 
had  nothing  to  expeft  either  from  her  proper  efforts, 
or  from  the  ardour  of  my  zeal,  to  heal  the  evil 
in  its  fource.  That  had  been  to  attempt  to  change 
nature  ;  an  enterprise  furpaffing  the  power  of  man, 
and  which  Heaven  ig  not  even  engaged  to  place  al- 
ways amontj  the  miracles  of  its  grace. 

Ncvertheiefa,  it  was  of  fo  little  importance  for  the 
honour  or  repofc  of  a  hufband,  whether  his  wife 
were  reclaimed  to  virtue  by  a  natural  relifh,  or  aa 
effort  of  rcafon,  and  I  had  fo  little  doubt  of  my 
Ivady*s  knowing  how  to  triumph  over  herfelf,  when 
fhe  (hould  have  for  a  curb  not  only  the  prcfencc  and 
Icoke,  but  even  the  love   and   complaifance   of  my 

brotht?>. 


■90  jfy^*?   Dean  c/'  CoLERAINE. 

brother,  that  if  I  had  any  fcruple  upon  the  renewal 
0/  their  union,  it  was  not  from  a  doubt  of  the  love 
of  the  one,  or  the  fidelity  of  the  other  they  fprang.  I 
only  applied  myfelf  to  confider  what  the  lot  of  Pa- 
trick was  going  to  be,  who  finding  his  wife  the  fame 
in  appearance  as  he  had  left  her  at  his  departure, 
was  about  lavifliing  on  her  all  the  careffes  that  a 
hufband  owes  to  a  conftancy  of  duty  and  love, 
whilft  (lie  had  abufed  them  fo  cruelly,  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  common  precedents  of  honour,  what  was 
his  duty  to  her  was  perhaps  a  cruel  death,  or  a  pu- 
nifhment  which  made  his  life  more  infupportable 
than  death.  This  reflection  did  not  at  all  proceed 
from  an  inclination  I  fometimes  had  of  raifing  or 
magnifying  difiiculties  ;  it  is  the  common  manner  of 
thinking  upon  events  of  this  nature.  The  moft  con- 
temptible and  mean  of  all  men,  being  confultcd  upon 
the  fituation  of  Patrick  at  his  return,  would  judge 
that  no  condition  could  be  fo  cruel ;  and  confequcnt- 
ly  to  reduce  him  to  it  with  as  much  freedom  as 
knowledge,  would  not  this  be  to  betray  him  with  the 
utmofb  cruelty  ?  I  did  not  examine  this  queftion  by 
the  laws  of  men,  which  would  have  given  me  too 
much  perplexity ;  and  moreover  I  had  no  occa- 
fion  to  confult  them,  when  Patrick's  misfortune  be- 
ing unknown,  it  was  not  the  impreffion  it  might 
make  on  another,  that  I  ought  to  take  for  the  foun- 
dation of  ray  reflexions.  I  torned  myfelf  to  Hea- 
ven, the  laws  of  which  are  never  equivocal,  evea 
when  they  do  not  accord  with  the  opinions  of  men. 
It  feemed  to  me,  that  the  faults  of  a  woman  not  di- 
minifliing  either  the  rights,  or  property,  or  relifh  of 
a  hufband,  they  draw  their  enormity  lefs  from  the 
wrong  they  do  him,  than  from  the  corruption  of 
the  heart  that  made  her  commit  them.  Thus  when 
ignorance  on  one  fide  puts  the  imagination  under 
flielter,  and  on  the  other  fide  no  change  is  obferved 
to  make  it  doubted  whether  a  woman  has  been  faith- 
ful to  her  duty,  there  is  in  this  nothing  of  the  fi- 
tuation of  a  maa  betrayed,  tomnkcrit    as    cruel    as 

people 


The  Dean  of  Coleraine.  91 

people  fancy.  The  crime  and  her  (hame  appear  m 
the  eyes  of  God  only  from  what  ftie  has  committed  ; 
and  both  the  one  and  the  other  fliould  vanifh  equally 
when  they  are  effaced  by  repentance. 

But  I  confined  myfelf  to  ufclefs  difcuflions  ;   and  1 
fliould  have  been   excufed   from   them  by  the  difpo- 
fition   Heaven   had   given    to    thefe  events,    if  I  had 
been  able  to  have  penetrated  them.     With  whatever 
hopes  I  had  laboured  to  foothc  my  fifter-in-law's  mind, 
a  remorfe  for  her   weakncfs,    and    a  fear  of  her  huf- 
band,  had  a(?ted  upon  it  with  more  force  than  all  my 
confolations.      If  the  diligence  of  the  Count  De  S  — 
had  preferved  one  part  of  her  wealth,  it  neverthelefs 
could  not  prevent  many  confiderable  bills  from  palling 
immediately  into  ftrange  countries  with  him  who  had 
ftole  them  away,  and  who  had   taken  care  to  make 
fure  of  all  the  profit  he  could  draw  from  his  crime. 
The   fums    which   there   were  no  hopes  of  recover- 
ing, amounted  to   more   than  two  hundred   thoufand 
franks.      It  was  not  poffible  but  Patrick,  perceiving 
fuch  a  confiderable  lof?,    fhould  fhcw  a  great  deal  of 
curlofity,   by  Inquiring  into  the  circumllances  of  the 
robbery  ;   and  that  he  would  fooner  or  later  come  at 
further  intelligence.     This  thought,  joined  to  a  thou- 
fand inquietudes,    which  augmented  in  proportion  as 
the   return   of  my   brother   drew   near,  joined  to    a 
continual   remorfe   for   having   failed    in  love  and  fi- 
delity to  a  hufband  fo   worthy   of  thofe   two  fcnti- 
ments,  joined,  perhaps,  to  the  cifeds  of  the  poifon,  of 
which  it  was  hard  to  think  but    that  fome  part  of  it 
had  deceived   the  care   and  flcill    of  the  phyficians, 
threw  her  into  a   langnifhing   ficknefs,    which   made 
me  believe,  from  the  beginning  of  it,   that  her  death 
was  not  far  off.     Nothing  was   neglcfted  for  the  re- 
covery  of  her  health.     1  did  not  leave  her  one  mo- 
ment ;  and  my  fervices  were  as  eager,  as  if  I  had  tke 
mod   precious    life   in   the   world  to  preferve.     The 
Count  and  his  fpoufc  paid  her  as  much  attendance, 
and  with  as  great  ardour,  as  they  could  have  done  to 
Patrick  hirafelf.     She  fecmcd   to  have  fuflcri-d  much. 
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difturbancc  from  the  firll  vifit  of  the  Countefs  ;  and  I 
cafily  obfcrvcd,  that  the  prcfence  of  a  virtuous  woman 
was  to  her  a  dreadful  fight.  Ncrerthelefs,  1  difbur- 
dencd  her  imagination  from  dne  part  of  this  load,  by 
affuring  her,  that  my  fifter  was  entirely  ignorant  of 
her  adventure.  This  perfnafion,  that  feemed  to  her 
a  fecurity  for  the  fame  difcretion  in  refpeft  to  her 
hufband,  appeared  to  make  her  lad  breath  undifturbed 
enough.  She  conjured  me  not  to  leave  her  bed-fide. 
All  the  intervals  of  ftrength  and  freedom  of  mind, 
that  her  dillemper  left  her,  were  employed  in  re- 
gretting her  crimes.  She  prayed  me  to  count  over 
her  misfortunes,  by  that  means  to  foften  the  horror 
of  them  in  her  own  eyes  ;  and  fiie  told  me,  that, 
knowing  fiie  had  not  resolution  enough  to  endure 
the  looks  of  her  hufband,  without  expiring  for  ftiame 
and  grief ;  fhe  confidered  it  as  a  favour  from  Heaven 
to  fpare  her  this  punifhment,  by  taking  away  her  life 
during  his  abfence. 

The  Count  and  I  lamented  her  fincerely  :  A  wo- 
man fo  amiable  merited  a  different  fate  ;  and  it  is  yet 
to  me  an  impenetrable  myftery,  that  the  moft  perfcft 
qualities  of  nature  are  fometimes  matched  with  odious 
vices  that  disfigure  them.  The  Count  pufhed  this 
reflcftion  further.  In  a  material  body,  faid  he, 
wherein  every  thing  depends  on  mechanifm,  which 
has  not  rules  abfolutely  certain,  and  whofe  different 
movements  form  neverthelefs  what  they  call  the  paf- 
fions,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  fo  furpriiing  as  to  you, 
that  the  inclination  to  vice  or  virtue  ihould  be  fubjedl 
to  great  variety  and  alteration  ;  but  what  I  admire, 
added  he,  is,  that  women  have  found  the  art  of  dif-» 
guifing  their  mofl  contradiftory  inclinations,  under 
appearances,  neverthelefs,  refembling  each  other ;  info- 
muqh,  that  nothing  can  aid  us  in  piercing  this  deceitful 
veil,  which  gives  to  their  moil  irregular  inclinations 
the  fame  outfide  as  to  their  virtues.  Would  Patrick, 
added  he,  have  been  deceived  by  his  wife,  if  length  of 
time  and  obfervations  could  have  given  him  room 
to  penetrate  with  a  fharp  eye  through  thofe  thick 
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darkneflcs  ?  Without  oppofing  the  Count's  reflcdlion, 
I  defircd  him  only  to  obferve,  that  the  difference  he 
made  between  what  he  called  an  inclination  to  vice 
or  to  virtue,  proceeded  lefs  from  nature,  than  from 
a  thoufand  circumftances,  that  are  the  fources  of  our 
habits.  Thefe  two  natural  inclinations  of  love  and 
hatred,  to  w^hicli  all  the  others  may  be  referred, 
never  in  themfelves  deferved  the  name  of  vicious  in- 
clinations ;  they  only  become  fo  by  the  evil  quality 
of  objefts,  towards  which  wc  dire<^  our  intentions  : 
This  is  fo  true,  that  of  what  nature  foever  thefe  ob- 
jefts  be,  the  affedion  of  the  heart  is  always  the 
fame.  Why  do  you  hold  then,  added  I,  that  nature 
has  given  different  appearances  to  one  thing  that  is 
not  at  all  capable  of  change  ?  The  change  at  leaft,  if 
we  muft  acknowledge  one,  not  proceeding  but  from 
exterior  caufcs,  which  juftly  or  without  reafon  excite 
the  natural  defires  and  affcftions,  it  is  not  more 
unreafonable  to  wi(h,  that  the  change  fliould  manifeil 
itfelf  outwardly  and  by  fenfible  differences,  than  it 
would  be  to  hold,  that  fire  takes  the  colour  of  the 
objcdls  before  it,  and  upon  which  its  aftion  is  always 
alike,  although  the  difference  be  fometimes  very  wide 
in  the  effedls.  • 

We  immediately  paffed  from  thefe  abftradled  ideas 
to  confiderations  more  urgent.  Although  the  fick,- 
nefs  of  my  fiftcr-in-law  had  been  long  enough  to  give 
time  to  advilc  Patrick  of  it,  yet  the  embarraff- 
mcnt  that  her  adventure  gave  us,  and,  if  I  durll 
fay  it,  even  the  hopes  we  had  to  get  out  of  it 
by  her  death,  made  us  choofe  intirely  to  conceal  it 
from  him  iu  our  letters.  But  if  every  thing  had 
changed  its  face  by  this  event,  we  were  under  no  lefs 
difficulties  what  addrefs  we  had  need  to  ufe  in  com- 
municating to  him  fuch  lorrowful  news.  His  jour- 
ney, which  was  intended  to  continue  but  four 
months,  was  prolonged  by  new  negotiations,  with 
which  he  was  commiffioncd  by  the  King  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  tlis  impatience  ta  return  to  Paris 
wa*  ncrcrthelefs  the  only   thought  uppermoll  in   his 
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letters.  What  means  had  wc  to  Inform  him  by 
ours  of  an  accident  fo  much  the  more  terrible 
to  him,  as  prudence,  which  was  yet  more  nccef- 
fary,  did  not  permit  us  to  add  to  it  other  eclairciffe- 
ments  ?  That  common  griefs  have  their  bounds,  we 
knew  well  enough  by  domeftic  experiences  :  But,  in 
the  heart  of  fo  tender  a  brother,  the  Count  (as  un- 
certain as  I)  aiked  me,  If  I  did  not  apprehend,  that  it 
was  capable  of  vadexcefs  ?  And  both  of  us  trembling 
for  the  confequences,  that  from  thence  flared  us  in 
the  face,  we  were  a  long  time  in  taking  a  refolution, 
which  did  not  at  iirll  llrike  our  minds. 

In  fine,  not  fearing  that  he  would  have  fo  little  mo- 
deration as  to  reproach  me  for  it,   when  the  queftion 
only  was  to  give  a  demonftration  of  my  affe^lion  and 
zeal  to  my  brothers,  I  thought   myfelf  to   make  the 
journey  to  Madrid  :    Pretences  could  not  be  wanting 
to  a  man  fo  curious  as  I  to  get  experience  :   This  was 
the  fole  motive  I  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  to  the  King  ; 
for  I  was  willing  to  avoid  every  thing  that  might  di- 
minifli  the  opinion  his    Majelly    had  of  my  brother's 
fteadinefs  and  refolution.      My   filler- in- law  was   not 
enough  known  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  public 
by  her  ficknefs   and   death  ;     this   news  had  not  yet 
reached  St.  Germain  ;  and  I  did  not  doubt  but  wc 
might  alfo  keep  it  concealed  as  long  as   we  thought 
convenient  for  our   intcrefts.     The  day   following  I 
went  to  court,  and,  without  any  explanation,  obtained 
of  the  King  his  licence  to  make  a  journey  to  Spain^ 
He  neverthelefs  afligned  bounds  to  my  abfence,  but 
ilill  with  an  obliging  motive  for  it.     According  to 
the  hopes  he  had  of  feeing  his  arms  fucceed  happily 
in  Ireland,  he  aflced  me,    if  I  would  not  make  hafte 
enough  to  fwell  his  court,   when  the  fuccefs  of  his 
affairs   would   enable    him   to   take  poffefTion  of  his 
kingdoms.      He  fixed  my  return  to  the  beginning  of 
winter,  that  is  to  fay,  when   at  the  end  of  the   cam- 
paign he  fliould  be  able  to  make  a  judgment   of  his 
fortune.     Vain  cxpeAation,  which   failed  by  a  train 
of  events  quite  oppofite  !   But,  for  the  fame  rcafon,  he 
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fome  weeks  before  dropped  the  defign  of  fending  me 
to  Ireland,  to  bring  over  my  Lord  Lynches  treafure. 
Whatever  facility  he  had  found  in  doing  fo  accord- 
ing to  his  firft  views,  when  he  imagined  that  1  might 
have  been  feconded  by  his  troops,  he  then  judged  fo 
favourably  of  this  expedition,  that,  thinking  himfelf 
every  day  at  the  eve  of  a  fignal  victory,  he  reckon- 
ed upon  going  to  receive  this  treafure  with  his  own 
hands. 


BOOK        X. 


I  Was  confidently  determined  to  go  to  Madrid  ;  and 
my  preparations  never  requiring  much  time  or 
pains,  I  did  not  put  off  my  departure  further  than 
the  day  following.  An  accident,  that  never  fo  much 
as  came  into  my  mind,  delayed  my  journey,  and  ve- 
ry near  obliged  me  to  abandon  it  altogether.  Could 
any  one  imagine  what  obllacles  they  were  that  had 
been  capable  of  Hopping  me,  if  I  did  not  declare  be- 
forehand, that  this  was  the  only  one  that  could  make 
me  relinquifh  any  thing  even  more  urgent ;  or,  with 
the  fame  view,  form  cnterprifes  a  thoufand  times 
more  toilfomc  and  difficult  ? 

Noihing  appearing  to  lay  us  under  the  obligation 
of  imparting  the  death  of  my  fifler-in-law,  nor  the 
dcfign  of  my  journey,  to  Sarah  Fincer,  I  propofed  to 
take  my  leave  of  her  with  the  ordinary  marks  of 
cflecm  and  afTcdion,  without  fptaking  to  her  other- 
wife  of  my  departure,  than  to  recoinaund  to  her  the 
care  of  her  health  during  my  abfence.  Neverthekfs, 
upon  my  arrival  from  St.  Germain,  I  underflood  that 
fhe  had  inquired  for  mc  fevcral  times  with  great  ca- 
gcrnefs  ;  and,  going  to  her,  my  allonifliment  was  ex- 
tremely great,  to  hear  her  fpeak  not  only  of  the  death 
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of  my  fiiler-in-law,  but  of  the  projed  of  my  jonrne)r» 
as  if  fhe  had  been  informed  of  it  by  myfelf,  or  by  the 
Count,  even  in  the  moft  minute  cii-cumftances.  Some 
words,  which  efcaped  her  in  the  warmth  of  divers 
motions,  of  which  I  did  not  of  a  fudden  difcover  the 
nature,  gave  me  alfo  to  underdand,  that  flie  was  not 
at  all  ignorant  of  the  adventures  of  her  rival,  or 
that  fhe  knew  at  leafl  every  thing  relating  to  them, 
•which  had  not  been  confided  only  to  the  Coiint's  and 
my  dlfcretion.  I  looked  on  her  with  furprife,  ex- 
pefting  where  this  prelude  would  end:  At  length 
rlfing  off  her  chair  with  fo  brilk  an.a6lion,.  that  I 
oould  not  for  a  long  time  underftand  myfelf  to  be  the 
caufe  of  it  :  Ah !  my  dear  Dean,  faid  (he,  do  you 
think  1  will  let  you  go  alone  to  Spain,  and  when 
Heaven  reilores  me  to  life  by  fuch  happy  events,  is 
there  any  perfon  elfe  in  the  world  to  whom  I  can 
trull  the  fuccefs  of  ray  hopes  ?  I  am  acquainted  with 
your  friendfhip  by  the  molt  generous  proofs,  and  if 
I  could  choofe  to  repofe  my  interefts  on  any  other  than 
myfelf,  I  fhould  not  go  farther  to  look  for  a  proteftor 
or  agent.  But  what  I  a^  of  you  at  prefent  is  to  be 
my  guide.  Lead  me,  added  ihe,  with  a  more  open 
and  declared  ardour  ;  I  have  no  more  obllacles  to 
vanquifli  than  in  demanding  the  conduft  of  your  pru- 
dence ;  I  wifh  for  nothing  but  to  arrive  at  Madrid, 
and  I  dare  from  thenceforth  hope  every  thing  from 
the  fole  power  of  honour  and  love. 

Having  had  time  to  recover  myfelf  during  this  dif- 
courfe,  f  appreliended  a  thing,  which  1  now  c.onfefs, 
that  the  multitude  of  my  notions  and  occupations  did 
not  hitherto  permit  me  to  confider  of;  that  is  to 
fay,  that  the  death  of  my  fifter-in-law  gave  ju'ft 
hopes  to  Sarah,  and  that  in  cffefl  not  having  any 
thing  more  than  grief  to  combat  in  my  brother's 
heart,  it  was  not  impofliblebut  he  might  take  for  her 
thofe  fentiments,  which,  as  I  have  remarked  a  thoofand 
times,  it  had  afflifted  him  not  to  be  in  a  capacity  of  pay- 
ing her.  Why  fliould  he  continue  obftinate  in  refuftng 
her  his  heart  ?  Would  he  not  find  there  all  the  vir- 
tues, 
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tucs  and  charms  that  he  could  not  poffibly  forbear  ad- 
miring ?  I  even  thoi-ght  that  her  patience,  in  the 
midil  of  fo  many  misfortunes,  had  given  to  them  a 
new  luilrc  ;  and,  whether  it  were  that  my  love  for 
her  had  magnified  her  accomplifliments  in  my  eyes, 
or  whether  Ihe  had  really  drawn  thefe  advant2g;es 
from  adverfity,  I  had  remarked  a  thoufand  times 
fince  (lie  had  been  at  \.ht  Count's,  that  hef  wit,  her 
fwectnefs,  her  politenefs,  were  improved  ai>d  uroii^ht 
up  to  perfection  by  continual  advancements.  The 
moment  I  was  making  thcfc  refic<£lions  on  v.-bat 
was  pall,  I  could  not  avoid  one  remark  on  the  pre-* 
font,  that'ilruck  all  my  attention.  As  I  perceived 
fhe  was  informed  of  the  irregularities  of  my  iiller-in- 
hnv,  I  could  not  but  admire,  tliat  ihe  never  dropped  an 
ill-natured  reflection,  or  (hewed  the  lead  mark  of  that 
infulting  joy,  which  ladies  fo  commonly  do  over  the 
misfortunes  of  a  rival.  Scarce  did  (he  pronounce  her 
name  ;  and  this  effort  on  herfelf  redoubled  the  opi- 
nion I  always  had  of  her  Tnildnefs  and  modeilv. 

In  the  mean  time,  her  propofals,  which  I  fo  little 
expected,  threw  me  into  a  perplexity  from  whence  I 
could  not  ealily  recover.  I  had  need  of  fomc  delibe- 
ration to  examine  whether  they  did  not  injure  any- 
right.  Could  a  marriage  diffolved  with  a  good  deal 
of  noife  be  renewed  ?  And  if  the  divorce  had  been 
lawful,  could  it  be  cemented  together  again  by  a  jiew 
tie  ?  Moreover,  what  appearance  was  there  of  dif- 
pofing  Patrick  to  receive  a  new  fpoufe,  the  moment 
he. heard  of  the  lofs  of  her  whom  he  had  loved  ex- 
clufive  of  all  others?  This  laft  thought  beino- fuf, 
ficieut  of  itfelf  to  furnilh  me  with  an  anfwer,  I  'turn- 
ed over  the  difcufiion  of  the  others  to  a  feafon  more 
free  ;  and,  without  making  aiiy^ further  objection  to 
Sarah,  than  what  fo  naturally  occurred,  I  a(ked  her, 
If  the  {\vi\  moments  of  grief  were  a  proper  time  to 
give  a  good  iffue  to  her  hope*  ?  She  agreed  in  the 
force  of  this  obllaclc;  but,  not  continuing  from  1  hence 
Jefs  ficady  in  her  refohition,  (he  propofed  to  mc  a 
thoufand  expedients,  that  (he  thought  capable  of  re- 

Vol.    \\[.  E  '  cuncilin- 
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conclling  all  difficulties.  I  will  be  exadly  care- 
ful, faid  {he,  not  to  appear  at  firll  with  you.  You 
fliall  fee  him  alone,  and  inform  him  of  his  lofs. 
Your  zeal  and  prudence  (hall  be  beflovvcd  in  mode- 
rating the  firfl  motions  of  his  grief;  and  vrhen  you 
think  him  difpofed  to  receive  my  vifit,  I  will  labour 
in  my  turn  to  make  him  reliih  my  confolations.  If 
it  be  the  pleafure  of  bting  beloved  that  he  regrets, 
alas  !  he  Ihall  foon  fee,  that  what  he  has  remaining 
©f  that  pleafure,  furpaffes  every  thing  he  has  loft. 

This  excefs  of  love  and  goodnefs  drew  tears  from 
my  eyes,  and  compliments  and  praifts  from  my  lips  ; 
but,  ftill  afraid  of  a  project,  in  which  I  thought  1 
faw  a  thoufand  infurmountable  difficulties,  if  1  was 
not  lliff  in  condemning  it,  I  at  lead  infilled,  that  it 
fhould  be  communicated  to  the  Count  and  Countefs  of 

S ,  and  I  made  my  confent  depend  on  their  an- 

fwer.  How  great  was  the  grief  of  Sarah,  when  fliC 
found  them  in  no  lefs  oppofition  to  her  dehres !  In  her 
torft  motions,  fhe  proteiled  to  me,  that  nothing  was  ca- 
pable of  flaying  her  ;  and  that  if  I  refufed  to  ierve  her 
as  a  guide,  fhe  fliould  know  how  to  find  the  road 
lo  Spain  without  me,  and  to  get  to  Madrid  as  quickly 
.;4S  1  ihould.  I  confjdered  then  whether  her  intereft 
itfelf  and  that  of  Patrick  fhould  not  oblige  me  to  aban- 
don the  defign  of  my  journey.  My  letters  might 
lead  my  brother,  by  degrees,  into  the  knowledge  of 
his  lofs,  and,  in  like  manner,  infenfibly  infpire  into  him 
thofe  confolations  that  might  reflore  peace  to  hi» 
mind.  I  imagined  I  had  a  forefight,  that,  after  hav- 
ing, as  it  were,  exhauiled  in  his  abfence  the  firft  im- 
petuofity  of  his  grief,  he  would  be  fatlslied  enough  to 
find  here  a  more  agreeable  remedy  in  the  love  of  a 
lady,  whom  he  never  had  hated,  and  by  whom  he 
was  fure  of  having  been  conftantly  beloved.  I  ihould 
]>erhaps  have  fixed  in  this  refolution,  if  the  Countefs 
bad  not  fucceeded,  by  other  motives,  to  make  Sarah 
change  hers.  She  reprefented  to  her,  that,  without 
looking  on  her  as  a  woman  that  had  aoy  other  re- 
lation to  my  brother  than  from  the  defires  of  love, 

decency 
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•decency  impofed  laws  on  her,  which  Hie  feemed  to 
iqrget.  This  advice,  without  perhaps  having  all 
the  foHdity  in  it  that  the  Countcfs  perfuadsid  hcrfelf 
it  had,  made  fa  great  an  imprefTiou  on  a  nature  fo 
virtuous  as  Sarah's,  that  it  flifled  her  moft  impetuous 
■dcfires.  But  with  what  ardour  did  flie  not  then 
conjure  me  to  embrace  licr  Interefts,  (ince  Hit  had  ]o^ 
the  hopes  of  foliciting  them  herfcif !  She  repeated 
to  me  twenty  times  even  the  terms  and  exprefiions 
with  which  fhe  defzred  mc  to  fcrte  lier.  She  would 
\vrlte  them  down,  and  charge  me  with  her  letter. 
It  was  after  a  thotifand  reafonings,  and  a  thoufand 
efforts,  that  I  obliged  her  to  own  tlic  power  of  my 
firit  objections,  and  confefs,  that  prccipitalion  was 
no  way  expedient  for  her  hopes. 

In  tiue,  I  had  the  liberty  to  gone  alone  ;  and  my 
diligence  corrcfponding  wiih  my  zeal,  I  fcarce  took 
any  necefiary  reft  during  fo  long  a  journey.  Patrick 
received  m«  with  an  opcnnefs  ot  heart,  which  all  at 
once  gave  me  room  to  judge,  that  I  Ihould  lind  in  .^his 
amiable  brother  all  the  good  qualities  that  had  ren- 
dered his  friendfhip  fo  precious  to  me.  There  did  not 
fubfifl:  in  his  memory  the  leall  traces  of  our  differences. 
But  the  halle  and  cagevncfs  with  which  he  inquired 
ufter  news  from  his  Ipoufc,  declared  to  me  almoll  as 
fpeedily  all  the  difiicuhios  of  my  enterprife.  Kc 
renewed  the  complaints,  which  he  had  often  made  by 
letters,  of  the  too  long  time  ihc  took  in  anfwering 
his  ;  and  all  in  a  breath  aPwing  me  a  hundred  que- 
llions  of  her  health,  her  employments,  and  her  love 
for  him,  he  did  not  relieve  my  cnibarraffment  other- 
wife  than  by  the  right  lie  gave  mc  of  anfwering  him 
■with  the  fame  confufion.  I  hud  lefs  difliculty  iu 
giving  a  probable  colour  to  my  journey.  The  de- 
lire  of  feeing  him,  and  the  opportunity  that  his  re- 
fidencc  at  Madrid  had  given  mc  to  get  fome  know- 
ledge of  Spain,  were  fucli  natural  rcafons,  that  thereby 
perfuading  him  of  my  views,  they  infpired  him  with 
all  the  warmtli  I  wiflied  to  give  rac  fatisfadtlon. 
It  wa«  in  the  wanderings  aiid  abfciicc  of  mind  that 
E  2  thio 
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this  exerclfe  might  caufe  him,  wherein  I  hoped  to 
lind  a  favourable  nioment  for  my  defign,  and  not  be- 
ing preffed  by  time,  which  afforded  me  as  many 
days  to  choofc  out  of  as  he  had  till  his  return  to 
France,  1  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  that  an  enter- 
prife  conduced  by  fo  many  fteps  and  precautions 
would  in  the  end  have  the  fuccefs  that  I  had  ven- 
tured to  promife  myfelf  from  it. 

This  facility  in  flattering  myfelf,  increafed  yet 
more  by  a  difcovery  I  made  during  my  fii  ft  days, 
and  which  an  appearance  of  truth  made  me  take  in 
a  fenfe  proper  indeed  to  augment  it.  By  the  care  I 
took  of  informing  myfelf  from  my  brother's  fcrvants, 
-what  acquaintance  he  had  made  at  Madrid,  I  un- 
derftood  that  he  familiarly  vifited  a  young  lady, 
whofe  merit  had  made  an  imprefiion  on  him.  She 
was  a  widow,  and  that  condition  giving  her  the 
freedom  of  receiving  Itrangers,  he  fpent  at  her  houfc 
almoft  all  the  time  he  did  not  employ  in  his  buHnefs. 
Perhaps  I  fhould  have  relaxed  a  little  from  my  prin- 
ciples by  defiring  that  he  had  taken  an  inclination 
for  her  ;  and  even  the  intereft  of  Sarah  Fincer  did  not 
prevent  me  in  the  Icall  from  wifliing  her  this  obftacle. 
BeTides,  as  I  could  not  have  a  fancy  ftrong  enough 
to  make  me  fear  any  confiderable  difficulty  to  over- 
come, this  was  the  furmounting  one  fo  powerful  as 
ttie  making  myfelf  mafter  of  his  grief,  that  allthe 
reft  appeared  to  me  a  mere  jeft.  If  I  had  not  been 
afTured  by  himfelf  all  at  once  of  his  inclinations  for 
a  woman,  whofe  charms  were  fo  highly  exalted,  this 
was  only  to  draw  from  thence  more  advantage,  iii 
making  fubfervient  to  my  dcfigns  thofc  lights  and 
hints  that  I  would  have  endeavoured  to  have  procu- 
red fome  other  way,  without  his  having  the  lealt 
mift''uft  of  it. 

Many  perfons  being  named  to  me  from  whom  1 
might  procure  informations,  I  contented  myfelf  in 
making  an  acquaintance  with  a  Sp^nifh  gentleman, 
who  often  vifited  the  fame  lady,  and  who,  fpeaking 
French,  every  one  had  an  eafy  accefs  to  him  who 

could 
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could  difcourfe  him  in  that  language.  From  the  on- 
ly quality  of  friend  to  this  lady,  I  fliould  have  thought 
him  linked  to  her  by  the  fame  motives,  that  I  defircd 
Patrick  fliould  be,  if  in  the  firft  opportunity  I  had  to 
talk  to  ^lim  of  her,  he  had  not  drawn  a  potrait  of  the 
lady  that  did  not  appear  to  me  to  proceed  from  the 
pencil  of  a  lover.  He  reprefented  her  to  me  as  an 
experienced  and  difciplined  coquette,  who  under  a 
falfe  femblance  of  modefty  and  gentlenefs  concealed 
all  the  artifice,  of  which  a  woman  feeking  only 
to  pleafe,  is  capable,  and  who  not  limiting  herfelf 
to  hold  a  firigle  lover  in  her  chains,  laboured  con- 
tinually to  extend  her  conquefts,  with  the  care  only 
of  difguifing  herfelf  with  fuch  addrefs,  that  ever^r 
one  of  her  favourites  might  think  himfclf  confident 
of  having  no  rival.  He  himfelf  had  been  cured  of 
an  unhappy  paflion  (that  he  had  along  time  uourifhed 
for  her)  by  the  experience  he  had  found  of  her  trea- 
chery, which  neverthelcfs  did  not  hinder  but  that 
the  efteem  he  had  of  her  wit,  and  a  hundred  un- 
common qualities,  which  he  yet  acknowledged  in 
her,  had  made  him  conferve  for  her  a  kind  of  attach- 
ment, which  he  rather  chofe  to  call  a  fancy  or  re- 
lifh  for  her  than  a  friendfhip.  When  he  under- 
ftood  from  me,  in  the  fequcl  of  our  converfation, 
that  Patrick  was  my  brother,  he  plainly  declared, that 
feeing  him„very  afliduous  about  this  fair  widow,  he 
little  doubted  but  that  love  had  the  greateil  ihare  in 
his  vifits  ;  and  he  counfelled  me  moreover  to  give  him 
fuch  advice,  as  1  fhould  think  proper  to  preierve  him 
from  the  danger.  At  leaft  1  am  convinced,  added 
he,  that  he  makes  it  his  Rudy  to  ])leafe  her,  and  of- 
f  •';  J    to    make    me  judge   of  it    I.v    mv    own   cye- 

•..  ->...,  affrighted    «.   ».,,.    i.vLure,  it  was 

!y  an  inrlination  of  this  fort,  that  I  fhonld  iiavc 
.  ;i,h»-  r.'j  :  ble  of  nnuifing  I*atrick  enough  to  render 
1.  in  Icfs  f  u  blc  of  the  uuund  1  was  about  giving 
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rerrfedy,  whicli  vouid  be  pcrha{)«  in  tlio  end  innch 
Wronger  than  the  evil.  I  accepted  tlie  SpaniOi  gen- 
tleman's offer  with  joy,  and  tlic  fame  day  inform- 
ing^ my  brother  of  the  opportunity  I  had  of  con- 
verfing  with  a  lady  of  his  acquaintance,  I  put  off 
my  vilit  no  farther  than  to  the  uext  day.  You  will 
fee,  faid  he  coldly,  a  lady  of  diftinguiflied  merit, 
and  you  will  have  no  need  of  any  other  perfon  than 
me  to  introduce  you  to  h?r.  I  found  in  what  he  fafd 
an  air  of  conlidence,  that  confirmed  all  my  notions. 
1  had  even  fo  little  doubt  thereof,  that  I  could  not 
defend  m.yfelf  from  fome  reflexions  upon  the  incon- 
ilancy  of  the  heart,  which  one  fingle  paffion  was  not 
fulTicient  to  poffefs  intircly ;  and  if  this  thought  gave 
me  more  hope  than  ever  of  adjufliing  matters  enfily 
with  Patrick,  it  perhaps  ferved  to  infptre  me  with  a 
more  ftrong  compaffion  than  1  had  ever  felt  for  mjr 
lifter-in-law. 

Patrick  put  me  in  mind  himfelf  of  the  engage- 
ments he  was  under  with  me.  Having  prefented  me 
to  Donna  Figuerrez  with  a  charafter,  fuch  as  was  de- 
cent from  the  mouth  of  a  brother,  he  gave  me  room 
foon  to  perceive  the  confideration  (he  had  for  him. 
I  ihould  have  began  my  obfervatlons  from  the  firft 
mo;-nent,  if  the  Spanifh  gentleman,  v^ho  was  already 
in  the  affembly,  had  not  come  up  to  me  fo  near  as 
to  engage  me  in  a  particular  converfation,  which  I 
could  not  avoid.  The  remains  of  the  vexation, 
which  he  yet  prefervcd  from  his  adventure,  without 
doubt  induced  him  to  give  me  a  charader  of  his 
rivals.  One  of  them,  whofe  mien  and  figure  were 
very  prepoffefTing,  had  been  the  firft  lover  of  Donna 
Figuerrez,  after  the  death,  and  perhaps,  added  he 
malicioufly,  in  the  laft  feafon  of  her  hufband's 
]ife.  PofTibly  he  is  the  only  perfon  whom  flic  has 
ever  loved  lincerely  ;  but  being  without  any  cflate, 
it  would  become  too  great  a  clog  to  her,  in  the  mo- 
derate fortune  fhe  pofil-ffes,  if  fhe  fliould  be  touched 
with  a  conllancy,  fo  as  not  to  make  her  think  of  any 
body  but  him.     It  would   not  be  impofiible  in  this 

manner 
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manner  to  juftify  her  coquetry  \\\  its  fource.  Hpw- 
ever  that  may  be,  a  misfortune,  ftill  worfe  than  po- 
verty, obliged  this  lover  to  remove  from  Madrid  the 
moment  fhc  had  fubjedled  to  her  charms  a  rich  old 
man,  whom  you  fee  there,  whofe  wealth  pofiibly 
might  have  afforded  her  more  picafiirc  than  fliC 
could  have  found  in  her  firft;  engagement.  She  con* 
feqnently  lofl  on  the  fide  of  love  as  much  as  Hio 
gained  on  the  fide  of  fortune  :  But,  to  repair  tliis 
damage,  flie  immediately  made  a  new  flave  of  that 
officer,  continued  he,  pointing  to  him  oppofite  to  me, 
whom  (lie  has  deftined  to  fulfil  the  functions  of  the 
abfent.  It  was  about  tliis  juncture,  added  he,  that 
I  took  up  for  her  that  fatal  paflion,  which  has  a  long 
time  blinded  me.  I  am  rich,  and  of  an  age  that 
has  nothine  in  it   forbiddine,   no  more   than  there 
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\n  my  form.  She  appeared  to  be  charmed  with 
my  application  and  diligence,  and  all  the  addrcfs 
in  the  world  was  employed  to  confirm  my  defeat. 
Ignorant  of  what  the  fequel  made  me  luckily  dif- 
cover,  I  thought  myfclf  the  fole  mafter  of  a  heart, 
that  I  judged  to  be  of  an  incftimable  price,  or  at  lealt 
I  had  but  a  flight  jealoufy  on  the  fcorc  of  the  old 
man,  who  had  not  fleadinefs  of  mind  enough  to 
difguife  a  good  fortune,  of  which  he  thought  him- 
fch  the  fole  pofTefTor.  I  remarked  to  her  fome 
alarms,  which  (he  turned  into  banter.  In  one  word, 
the  officer  being  more  rcferved,  and  enjoying  in 
private  thofc  rights  he  had  acquired,  and  the  old 
man  pafTmg  in  my  eyes  for  a  rival  little  dangerous 
in  her  wifhes,  whom  I  faw  reduced  to  fome  favour- 
able looks,  we  aflbciatcd  ourfclvcs  all  three  \\\  the 
fame  hi'.ppiccfs  ;  and  perhaps  my  illufion  would  have 
yet  continued,  if  the  firfl  lover  liad  not  come  to 
draw  mc  out  of  it  againft  my  will.  Having  obtained 
licence  to  return  to  Madrid,  he  immediately  tool, 
the  place  he  had  abandoned  ;  and  if  lie  perceived  he- 
had  got  Competitors,  the  prcfcnce  of  the  old  m«fi 
and  mine,  which  was  aUvays  accompanied  mth 
many;  liberalities,  of  which  he  had  p  fijare,  did  nf**- 
K  4  at 
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at  all  wound  his  delicacy.  But  not  thinicing  him- 
felf  in  tlie  leail  obliged  to  the  fame  conftraint,  which 
ihe  had  the  art  of  exa<StIns^  from  others,  he  betray- 
ed himfelf  by  fo  many  indifcreUons,  that  they  open- 
ed my  eyes  ;  and  without  breaking  too  harfiily  with 
the  lady,  I  retrenched  myfelf  infenf^bly  in  a  com- 
merce of  friendfhip  with  her,  ii>  which  1  have  yet 
the  weakncfs  to  find  fome  pleafurc.  The  tranquil- 
lity of  this  afFedion  makes  me  relifh  without  bit- 
ternefs  all  the  good  qualities,  that  I  cannot  he)p  ob- 
ferving  in  her.  I  join  to  this  fatisfadlion  a  plea- 
fure,  which  you  perhaps  will  think  Icf*  innocent  ; 
that  is,  of  watching  her  conduct,  and  obferving  with 
what  addrefij  flie  fwells  every  day  the  train  of  her 
lovers.  A  colle6lion  of  my  difcoveries  would  com- 
pofe  an  engaging  hiftory  full  of  variety  and  pleafure. 
But  what  I  have  not  yet  penetrated,  added  he,  are 
the  views  ftie  has  on  my  Lord,  your  brother,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  anfwers  them.  I  know  the 
original  of  their  acquaintance.  She  is  niece  and 
hcircfs  of  our  ambafTador  in  France  ;  the  opportuni- 
ty of  living  in  the  fame  neighbourhood  gave  her  the 
ireans  of  making  an  acquaintance  with  an  amiable 
ip.ari,  under  pretence  of  enquiring  after  the  health  of 
her  uncle.  See  with  what  care  file  feeks  to  pleafe 
him  ;  obferve  the  attention  (lie  fhews  for  every  word 
that  drops  out  of  his  mouth,  and  the  air  of  flattery 
that  accompanies  all  hei-  anfwers.  He  will  fall  into 
the  fnare,  if  he  has  not  the  misfortune  to  be  already 
caught,  and  you  will  do  him  a  brotherly  office  by 
giving  him  notice  of  it. 

I  perceived  indeed  that  Donna  Figuerrez  was  whol- 
ly taken  up  by  her  attentions  on  Patrick.  The  mo- 
ment I  turned  my  eyes  on  her,  having  done  hearken- 
ing to  the  gentleman,  I  pbferved  the  tone  /he  ufed 
in  (hewing  her  fatisfaftion  or  admiration.  Prepof- 
felTed  by  the  account  I  had  juft  heard,  and  even  full 

cf  my  adventure  with  Madame  de  S ,  I  thought 

1  penetrated  into  this  difguifed  cheat,  and  did  not 
iind  her  as  deccitrul  as  (he  was  reprefented  to  me. 

Nevertheleis, 
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Neverthelefs,  the  poftutc  and  difoourfe  of  Patrick 
continued  to  make  me  think  that  he  was  more  daz- 
zled than  I  ;  and  1  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  in  fee- 
ing him  fuftain  the  iiime  air  of  prepoiTeflion,  but  that 
he  was  more  deeply  engaged  than  perhaps  he  ima- 
gined himfelf. 

in  the  evcnin?,  having  the  liberty  of  a  private 
coTiverfation  with  him,  he  did  not  wait  tiil  by  my 
<i  ;  ilions  I  (liouid  lay  him  under  the  necefiity  of 
difcovering  himfelt.  You  have  feen  Donna  Figuerrrz, 
laid  he,  with  a  ferious  air,  and  you  have  found  her, 
vvit];out  doubt,  of  a  merit  iuperior  to  her  fex.  I 
was  willing  to  give  you  time  to  know  her,  before  I 
informed  you  of  the  reafons  I  have  for  feeing  her. 
He  continued  to  tell  me,  that,  having  made  an  ac- 
quaintance, with  her  on  occafion  of  fome  letters 
he  had  received  from  the  Spanifti  ambaflador  at 
Paris,  he  had  taken  fuch  a  relifli  for  her  wit,  that  ia 
the  converfations  they  had  together,  he  had  dif- 
covered  to  her  a  ihare  of  the  events  of  liis  life* 
The  hitlory  of  his  marriage  had  not  been  forgot- 
ten, and  not  having,  in  the  fequel,  the  power  of 
diifembiing  from  her  his  chagrin  of  liaving  re- 
ceived io  little  news  of  his  fpoufc,  this  conil- 
dence  had  engaged  Donna  Figuerrez  to  offer  him  the 
afTiltance  of  the  ambaffador  to  procure  an  acctuint 
of  her.  Although  it  was  not  very  natural  to  em- 
ploy a  way  fo  foreign,  when  he  had  all  his  family 
at  Paris,  the  fear  left  we  fhould  ftill  retain  fome 
rcfcntment  againft  his  fpoufe,  which  might  mais;e 
us  tctj  coid  in  his  fervicc,  had  made  him  accept  her 
oifer,  which  could  be  inconvenient  or  improper  for 
nubody  to  do.  The  firft  letters  of  the  ambaflador 
had  iillvrd  him  with  a  tlioufand  notionr,,  which  he 
co'iiu  .i«jt  yet  clear  up.  They  had  rcprefentcd  my 
f»iLer-in-law  in  a  condition  fo  brilliant,  that  he  could 
not  again  know  the  fituiition  he  had  left  her  in.  The 
ainl)Hiiador,  in  praifmg  her  charms,  of  which  he  af- 
iirmcu  lie  liad  the  knowledge  by  his  own  ey« -T  '  t, 
had  fpokcn  gf  the  agreeabfc  !ilc  flic  led  at  i'  , 
E  5  aiid 
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and  had  bid  her  down  aa  a  pnttern  of  graces  united 
to  fortune  and  beauty.  This  letter,  of  which  (he 
had  read  only  the  articles  of  this  nature  to  Patrick, 
bad  raifcd  in  him  fome  intiuietude!^,  which  Donna 
Figucrrez  had  obferved.  She  had  made  but  little 
advantage  from  thence,  towards  penetrating  deeper 
into  the  fecrets  of  my  brother  ;  and  putting  thofe 
things  which  feemed  to  difturb  him  in  a  better  light, 
flie  had  employed  ail  her  addrets,  to  repair  the  evil 
fhe  had  imprudently  done.  Tue  letters  which  came 
afterwards,  had  never  brought  any  accounts  that 
were  not  conformable  to  the  defircs  and  ideas  of  Pa- 
trick, and  as  we  had  in  all  our  letters  avoided  vrith 
eare  to  inform  him  of  any  thing  that  might  to  no 
purpofe  trouble  his  repofc,  he  had  come  to  that  pafs 
as  to  be  convinced,'  that  die  ambaflador  was  deceived 
in  his  lirft  relation. 

You  conceive,  faid  he,  that  with  the  tender  a- 
iarms  1  continual y  have  for  my  fpoufe,  I  ought  to 
be  fond  of  an  acquaintance,  which  procures  me  every 
week  fuch  certain  news  of  her  health  and  fituation. 
I  have  had  the  injuftice  to  believe  them  Icfs  certain 
from  your  hand,  and  from  that  of  my  filler  ;  aad  I 
have  had  the  vexation  to  receive  accounts  but  feldora 
from  my  fpoufe  herfelf,  who  manifeftly  does  not  find 
the  fame  pleafure  in  an  epiftolary  corrcfpondence  as 
I  do.  Neverthelefs,  the  ambafTador  has  conftahtly 
taken  the  pains  to  inform  me  of  every  thing  that  re* 
lates  to  her  ;  and  this  notice  has  ferved  mc  as  a  re- 
medy againft  the  torments  of  abfence,  and  confoles 
me  for  the  new  orders  of  the  King,  which  detail  me 
yet  here  in  his  fervice.  I  fee,  Donna  Figuerrez,  add- 
ed he,  as  a  refource,  which  in  favour  of  my  love  I 
have  hufbanded  at  Madrid.  Ifoeak  lefs  frequently 
to  her  of  herfelf  than  of  my  fpoufe  j  and  the  agree- 
ablenefs  of  her  converfation  ferves  me  inftead  of  a 
happinefs,  which  I  can  find  no  where  but  in  France. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  how  much  admiratioa 
this  difcourfe,  which  fuppofed  ray  fifter-in-law  living, 
and  her  conduct  Hill  fts  regular  a§  her  ♦lfFe<^ions,  mult 
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ralfe  In  me.  The  fidelity  of  my  brother  frightened 
me  ;  and  from  the  indignation  I  had  of  feeing  him 
fo  cruelly  deceived  by  flrangers,  in  whom  I  could  not 
fuppofe  the  fame  motives  as  1  had  for  fufpending  the 
cclairciffement  of  his  fate,  I  was  ready  todiHipate  all 
fuch  dangerous  darknefs  from  liis  eyes,  that  feemed 
neceffarily  to  conceal  fomc  odious  myflery.  Ncvcrthe- 
lefs,  a  moment^s  refletilion  on  the  importance  of  the 
matter  he  had  to  penetrate,  made  me  immediately 
moderate  this  warmth,  I  even  aftVcled  to  enter  into 
Patrick's  ideas,  and  without  imparting  to  liim  what 
I  had  learned  of  the  character  of  Donna  Figuerrez, 
I  avoided  every  thing  that  could  lead  us  to  that  con- 
verfation,  in  order  to  obtain  the  liberty  of  diving, 
the  day  following,  into  artifices  that  I  would  not  wil- 
lingly remain  ignorant  of. 

No  other  way  offered  to  procure  me  thofe  difco- 
vcries,  than  by  means  of  the  Spanifh  gentleman,  to 
whom  T  was  under  the  obligations  I  have  related. 
Notwithftanding  the  attachment  he  preferved  to  his 
former  miftrefs,  I  had  perceived  in  him  a  fund  of 
refentmcnt,  wliith  difpofed  him  always  to  give  ear  to 
every  new  proof  he  could  difcovcr  of  her  perfidy, 
aud  to  fct  it  off  in  the  Itrongeil  colours,  apparently  to 
confirm  himfelf  in  the  refolution  he  had  taken,  never 
fo  have  any  thing  more  to  fay  to  her  in  the  v/ay  of 
love.  I  perceived  the  fame  alfo  by  other  proofs,  if 
I  had  been  deceived  in  this  conje<flurc ;  and  thinking 
I  might  open  myfelf  to  him  without  any  ha/ard,  1 
related  to  him  all  I  had  learned  from  my  brother, 
\^it!ioiit  concealing  from  him  that  many  certain  facts, 
abfuhitely  deftroymg  all  Patrick's  fuppofitions,  m.ade 
me  ftjfpccl  Donna  liguerrez  of  fomc  black  inipofturc. 
A  fcene  fo  new  to  him  excited  all  his  ardour  to  dlf- 
cover  the  fecrct  wheels  of  this  machine.  As  it  was 
not  from  herfclf  he  could  txped  any  i.-iHght,  lie  con- 
cluded, after  a  number  of  reflexions,  thitt  he  coi.M 
hope  for  no  more  certain  difcovcry  of  it,  than  {t^th 
her  letters.  He  knew  the  place  where  fl:c  kept  iliem  ; 
and  the  plcafurc  he  had  already  formed  within  hlnifdf 
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from, finding  her  guilty  of  fome  new  treachery,  was 
fucli  a  powerful  motive,  that  he  refolvcd  to  riilc  e- 
very  thing  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  her  fecrcts, 
\)j  flenling  them.  I  admired,  that  the  fame  day  he 
found  the  means  of .  fuccecding  in  an  attempt,  of 
which  he  was  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  himfelf.  He 
gave  me  notice  to  come  to  him,  and  triumphing  in 
"what  he  had  already  difcovered,  as  foon  as  he  per- 
ceived me  at  a  ditlance,  he  fl.ewed  me  a  packet  of 
letters  which  he  had  carried  off,  with  the  cailvct  con- 
taining them. 

JIc  did  not  inform  me  of  the  way  he  had  cmploy- 
rd  to  ferve  me  ;  and  whatever  fatisfadioa  I  felt  in  fee- 
ing fuch  fure  proofs  in  his  hands,  I  durfl  not  commend 
Lis  ra{|xn&fs,"  which  had  foractbing  grating  in  it  ac- 
cording to  my  principles.  I  even  begpa  by  reproach- 
ing ^m- for  an  adionfo. little  weighed,  and  infilled, 
tj^at  at  Icafi;  all  the  letters  that  had  no  relation  to  ou?. 
view  fhould  have  remained  inviolably  fafe.  He  was 
obliged  to  read  a  great  number  of  them,  to  get  to 
the  bottom  of  a  horrible  combination.  The  ambaf- 
fador  had  conceived  a  violent  paliion  for  my  fiiler-in- 
law,  at  the  fame  time  that  Donna  Figuerrez  had  taken 
up  ^he  fame  fentiments  for  Patrick.  The  firll  news 
he  fent  to  Madrid  was  attended  with  the  confefTion  of 
his  love,  which  fhe  took  care  not  to  read  to  ray  bro- 
ther. Obferving,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  plain  re- 
lation of  my  fifter-in-law's  diverfions  had  made  a  deep 
impreffion  on  him,  and  that  the  difquiet  he  feemed  to 
(hew  might  become  ftrong  enough  to  make  him 
fpeedily  leave  Spain,  fhe  had  taken  the  advantage  of 
the  hints  flie  had  drawn  from  him  to  engage  the 
ambaffador  to  write  nothing  but  what  correfponded 
with  the  ideas  my  brother  had  of  iiis  fpoufe.  Her 
hope  was  to  foften  his  heart  infenfibly,  whilfl  the 
ambaflador  fhoald  have  the  fume  liberty  of  forming 
his  attacks  againil  that  of  my  filler-in-law  ;  and 
when,  after  divers  events,  of  which  I  have  related 
only  thofe  that  to  that  time  had  come  to  my  know 
ledge,  (he  had  learned  the  unfortunate  death  of  my 
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I.ady,  Ihe  from  thence  conceived  but  too  lively  hopes 
of  fubduing  Patrick,  and  of  bringing  him  perhaps  to 
oHer  her  his  hand  with  his  heart. 

The  ambafTador  was  then  among  tlie  number  of 
thofe  who  had  confpired  againll  the  virtue  of  my 
filler-in-law ;  and  his  letters  afforded  a,  proof,  that  he 
had  not  thought  himfelf  the  mofl  un}ia])py  of  them. 
He  often  lamented  neverthclefs,  in  the  anfwers  to  his 
niece's  queiUoriS,  that  the  objcdt  of  his  pafiion  had 
not  taken  up  fuch  ferious  fentimenta  for  him,  as  he 
could  hav^defired  to  complcat  his  happinefs.  He 
repreiented  her  as  a  fickle  and  capficious  woman,  who 
feeme4  to  look  for  nothing  but  amufcmcnts  in  hev 
pleafures,  and  who  made  the  itpoie  and  fatisfc^b'on 
of  a  lover  the  leail  part  of  her  cares.  Thefe  com- 
plaints were  capable  of  re-tiiabliihlug  her  a  little  in 
my  opinion  :  ^I  thought  1  dilcover.ed,  from  an  unfuf- 
pccled  teitiniony,  that  though  fhe  had  (hewed  fome 
irregularity  in  her  ccndudt,  yet  {n^i  had  not  taken  up  a 
grols  relifh  for  debauchery,  othcrwife  than   from  the 

levity  of  her  humour,  or  as  the  Count  De  S— 

had  thought,  from  the  luxury  and  foftnefs  of  her  paf- 
fions.  "Whatever  idea  might  be  formed  from  my  re- 
cital, I  owe  her  this  juflice,  that  the  ambafTador,  in 
confefTing  the  degree  of  favour  he  thought  he  had  in 
her,  hugged  himfelf  on  his  relifh  for  a  lady  fo  charm- 
ing, as  if  it  had  been  the  moll  glorious  fortune  love 
could  oJBcr  him  in  France.  What  way  nevethelefs  was 
there  to  conceive,  that  fhe  could  have  the  power  of  con-  • 
ceah'ng  from  him  her  commerce  with  another  lover, 
without  believing  her  to  have  fubtilty  enough  to  de- 
ceive him  by  a  falfe  outilde  ?  And  under  this  fuppo- 
lition,  mufl  not  he  have  looked  ou  her  as  a  coquette 
fo  much  the  more  refined,  as  in  fuch  a  tender  agebcin^ 
indebted  only  to  her  addrefs  for  her  experience,  he 
mufl  have  afcribed  her  pradices  to  the  corruption  of 
her  mind,  and  the  natural  perverfity  of  her  difpofi- 
tion  ?  unlcfs  one  would  do  honour  to  the  great   arti- 

licc  and  cunning  of  Madame  De  S— ,  who  had 

no  occafion  perhaps  of  H  very  long  fpacc  of  time  to 
form  her  pupils, 

But 
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But  what  was  Patrick's  fate,  to  find  himfelf  fallen 
again  in  Spain  into  the  hands  of  a  woman  of  the  fame 
character  r  He  had  nothing  hut  th.e  integrity  of  his 
heart  to  defend  himfelf  from  it  :  For  being  fo  metho- 
dically attacked  by  a  lady  of  fuch  expert  addrefs  as 
33onna  Figuerrez,  I-nevcr  conceived  he  h;id  any  other 
means  to  fave  himfelf  from  a  danger,  that  gained  frefh 
itrength  every  day.  Filled  with  the  idea  of  his 
fpoufe,  he  could  not  fo  entirely  lofe  the  memory  of 
her,  ns  to  leave  room  for  another  woman  to  think  of 
picafing  him.  Thus  the  coquetries  and  advances  of 
the  Spanifli  lady  were  all  loll  labour.  He  did  not 
afcribc  her  behaviour  and  moll  flattering  expreffions 
to  any  thing  but  the  natural  allurements  of  her  wit, 
and  the  gallant  turn  of  her  imagination,  which  pre- 
vail commonly  enough  in  Spain.  This  reafon.  added 
to  the  pleafure  he  had  of  receiving  news  of  his  wife 
through  her  conveyance,  gave  him  more  fatisfadlion 
in  her  company,  than  in  all  the  afTcmbiies  in  Madrid, 
where  his  merit  and  birth  had  given  him  a  diflinguifh- 
ed  reception.  He  had  not  taken  the  fame  care,  as  I 
had,  in  gaining  informations,  v/hich  vv'ould  have  made 
him  look  on  his  acquaintance  with  a  woman  fo  irre- 
gular with  another  eye.  He  was  then  her  iincere 
friend,  and  all  the  Ihifts  of  coquetry  had  never 
raifed  in  him  a  more  tender  paffion. 

Having  read  over  all  the  ambaffador's  letters  with 
great  attention,  I  engaged  the  gentleman  to  difpofe 
again  in  order  all  thofe  that  had  no  relation  to  our  de- 
fign  into  the  calket,  and  prevailing  on  him  to  leave  the 
others  with  me,  I  thanked  him  for  a  fervice,  by  which 
I  was  fully  convinced  he  fought  to  fatisfy  his  own  cu- 
riofity  rather  than  mine.  It  remained  for  mc  to  turn 
fo  many  important  pieces  to  account.  X  repref^nted 
to  my  imagination,  what  had  been  the  confufion  of 
Donna  Figuerrez,  when  learning  from  my  brother  that 
I  was  come  from  Paris,  and  that  not  having  been  igno- 
rant of  the  death  of  my  fifler-in-law,  it  had  likely  been 
the  firil  nevi'S  I  had  imparted  to  him  on  my  arrival. 
She  had  thought  indeed  all  her  defigns  overturned ;  but 
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one  glaucc  of  her  eye  having  given  her  room  to  re- 
mark the  tranquilUty  of  Patrick,  ihe  had  immediately 
judged,  that  for  fome  reafons  I  had  to  conceal  her 
death  from  him,  it  was  impofilbic  he  was  informed 
of  it ;  and  keeping  chjfe  to  this  thought,  flie  had  made 
no  change  in  her  ordinary  gaiety.  Neverlhclefs,  (he 
did  not  think  my  filence  to  be  without  fome  myftery, 
and  her  impatience  to  dilcover  it  left  her  no  rell. 
Thus  at  the  very  time  I  thought  myfelf  of  vifiting;  her 
privately,  to  engage  her  periiaps,  vvhetiicr  ire  would 
or  no,  iu  being  ferviceablc  to  niy  principal  defign^ 
ihe  had  the  fame  pafiion  to  talk  to  me  ;  and  at  n:y 
return  to  Patrick*s,  I  found'S^lTinct  wljtreby  ilic  prcf- 
fed  me  to  go  to  her  houfc. 

I  went  there  immediately.  The  advantage  Oie 
might  be  to  me  reduced  me  to  conduct  with  addrefg 
the  forrowfpl  overtures  file  had  to  make  to  Patrick. 
I  made  light  of  her  defigns,  which  did  not  feem  much 
to  be  feared  on  tlnit  fide  ;  and  knowing  neverthe- 
lefs  the  power  fhe  had  over  his  mind,  I  did  not 
'ioubt  but  fhe  would  have  the  fame  cunning  to  confole 
iis  to  plcafe  him.  It  was  of  little  importance  to  whom 
I  was  to  have  been  indebted  for  this  obligation,  and 
/he  who  was  capable  of  infpiring  with  gratitude, 
laid  me  under  no  nccefTity  of  granting  her  my  efteem* 
She  received  me  with  an  air  of  fweetnefs  and  inli- 
nuation,  which  obliged  me  to  be  watchful  over  her 
views.  The  example  of  Madame  De  S re- 
turned to  my  mind  without  intermiflion.  It  gave 
me  nevcrthelcfs  great  advantages  over  her,  that  fhe 
confcfled  upon  beginning  our  converfation,  that  fhe  built 
great  hopes  upon  my  goodnefs  ;  and  continuing  ia 
the  fame  tone,  fhe  told  me,  tliat  fhe  had  fufficient 
tfteem  for  my  brother  to  wifli,  that  he  would  take 
an  inclination  for  her  ;  that  having  been  informed  of 
the  death  of  his  fpoufe,  fhe  had  not  judged  it  fcafon- 
able  to  give  him  an  account  of  it,  and  that  I  had  ap- 
parently fome  rcafon  to  keep  it  a  fccret  from  him, 
lince  it  did  not  appear  that  I  had  given  him  the  Icali 
hint  of  it  J  that  her  rcafon  for  concealing  it  was  the 
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fear  of  giving  too  great  an  affliction  to  a  man,  fof 
whom  flie  had  the  moil  tender  affe<ftion,  though  flie 
had  not  been  happy  enough  to  touch  his  heart  ;  that 
fhe  knew  from  his  continual  confeifions  the  lively 
pafiioa  he  was  prepofrcffed  with,  and  that  forefceing 
the  cxcefs  of  grief  to  which  he  would  abandon  him- 
felf  upon  difcovering  her  death,  (he  had  wifhed  to 
infpire  him  a  little  with  love,  before  (he  opened 
his  misfortune  to  him,  with  the  view  of  fortifying 
him  againU  fuch  unforefeen  ilrokes  ;  that  if  I  would 
lend  my  afllftance  to  lier  defign,  by  deferring  in  con- 
cert with  her  thoie  difcoveries  that  might  be  ca- 
fdy  fufpended,  (he  did  not  defpair  of  triumphing  in 
the  end  over  his  heart  ;  and  that  by  informing  my- 
lelf  of  her  birth  and- rank- in  the  world,  1  might 
find  perhaps,  that  Hie  was  not  altogether  unworthy 
of  bearing  one  day  the  name  of  my  filler- in- law. 

From  thefe  words,  and  a  thoufand  periualions  fiie 
added  to  them  during  the  doubt  I  left  her  in  for  fome 
time  by  my  filence,  1  paufed  only  on  the  propofal 
for  deferring  the  difcovery  I  was  to  make  my  brother 
for  as  long  a  time  as  fhe  wifhed  for  the  fuccefa 
of  her  views.  Setting  all  the  reif  aflde,  I  anfwevcd 
her,  after  fome  moments  confideration,  that  my  bro- 
ther thinking  his  fpoufe  yet  alive,  his  error 
obliged  him  to  the  fame  fidelity  for  his  matrimonial 
engagements,  and  that  eonfequcntly  I  could  not  enter 
into  a  combination,  which  expofed  him  to  wan- 
der from  his  duty.  But  for  what  reafon,  faid  I, 
fliould  we  take  fo  long  and  fo  uncertain  a  time  ?  Is  it 
not  more  natural,  and  more  conformable  to  your  de- 
fires,  to  take  advantage  from  the  difcovery  that  we  now 
(top  at,  of  the  prefent  relilh  my  brother  has  for 
your  merit,  and  to  poftpone  infpiring  him  v^^ith  more 
tender  fentiraents  till  after  the  fervice  you  fhcill  have 
done  him  by  making  your  wit  and  the  power  of  your 
charms  lielp  to  his  confolation  ?  Gratitude  will 
perhaps  procure  you  that  favour,  which  you  lament 
not  to  have  obtained  from  his  love.  The  end  of  thefe 
words  had  not  all  ray  ordinary    fincerity  in  them  ; 

but 
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hut  it  was  fufncient  at  the  fame  time  that  my  fincc- 
lity  was  not  injured  by  them  with  a  woman  from 
whom  I  had  nothing  to  expeft  but  artifice.  She 
fecmcd  to  relifh  my  advice,  and  without  informing 
me  what  means  ihe  intended  to  employ,  (lie  took  up- 
on her  the  charge  of  acquainting  my  bix)ther  with  his 
lofs,   and  the  reafon  of  my  journey. 

For  fome  days  I  avoided  going  to  her  houfe.  But, 
whatever  method  flie  had  chofen  to  begin  with,  I 
perceived  Patrick  did  not  enjoy  his  ufual  tranquillity  ; 
and  not  doubting  the  caufe  of  his  troubles,  I  was  fur- 
prifed  he  did  not  open  himfell^  to  me  by  more  pro- 
fcfled  declarations  of  his  difquiet.  In  fine,  four 
days  had  not  pafTed  over,  when  returning  in  the  e- 
vening  to  his  houfe,  from  whence  I  took  care  not  to 
be  abfent,  he  came  up  into  my  apartment  with  a 
furious  air,  and  his  voice  being  in  a  manner  ftifled 
by  the  violence  of  his  agitations,  he  threw  himfclf 
into  an  elbow  chair,  where  he  continued  fome  time 
without  the  power  of  fpeaking  a  word.  He  reco- 
vered his  fpeech  neverthelcfs,  but  it  was  to  addrefs 
Heaven  with  a  thoufand  complaints  of  his  fate,  be- 
fore he  once  turned  his  eyes  on  me.  I  prevented 
him.  What  tranfport  !  faid  T,  and  what  have  you 
heard  terrible  enough  to  difturb  you  to  this  excels  ? 
Ah  !  all  your  conjcftures  will  never  come  near  it, 
anfwered  he,  redoubling  his  fury,  and  if  you  knew 
with  what  horrors  they  come  to  empoifon  my  mind, 
you  would  dctefl  the  malice  of  men,  which  fetms  to 
employ  itfelf  againil  nothing  but  innocence  and  vir- 
tue. Hear  me,  liear  me,  added  he  with  an  air  that 
did  not  promife  a  very  coherent  difcourfe,  and  you 
who  make  honour  and  virtue  your  profelFion,  learn 
from  the  example  of  another  what  rccompence  you 
arc  to  expect  ior  them.  Are  not  all  men  of  honour 
and  women  of  virtue  in  the  world  interelled  herein  ? 
and  mingling  his  words  with  a  great  number  of  ex- 
,  lanialioiis,  he  told  me,  that  Donna  Figuerrcz,  havintj 
i(  mnny  days  pail  given  him  a  fortlight  of  an  inj- 
•  ortanl  ftcrct,  which  ihe  lecrncd  under  a  perplexity  to 
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impart  to  111 m,  liud  at  length  jufi:  then  made  liim  a 
horrible  relation  of  his  wife  ;  that  fuch  black  impo- 
ilures  had  not  given  him  one  moment's  trouble, 
fince  they  were  not  attended  with  the  leaft  air  of 
probability  ;  that  he  would  make  me  judge  of  it  my-^ 
felf,  me,  who  had  fo  long  and  familiar  an  acquain- 
tance with  her,  and  who  had  always  had  fo  many 
lights  to  let  me  into  the  bottom  of  her  charadcr  ; 
that  inftead  of  that  modefly,  which  I  knew  ihe  had, 
and  whereof  one  might  fay  file  was  a  fir.ifiied  model 
for  her  fex.  Donna  Figucrrez  had  afcribed  to  her  a  laf- 
civious  and  difTolute  condu6l ;  that  they  had  repre- 
fcnted  her  at  Paris  as  having  a  rellfh  for  all  forts 
of  debauchery,  fhc,  whom  he  had  left,  as  I  well 
knew,  at  the  Count's  callle,  and  who  had  always  pre- 
ferred the  folitude  of  the  country  to  her  living  at  Paris. 
But,  what  he  could  not  repeat  without  indignation 
and  fury,  fhe  fpoke  of  her  aa  of  a  woman  of  intrigue, 
who  was  well  known  by  more  than  one  affair  of 
gallantry,  and  who  did  not  pique  herfelf  upon 
treating  her  lovers  with  too  great  rigour.  It  was 
Donna  Figuerrez,  who  had  vomited  out  to  him  all 
thefe  horrors,  and  who  had  fo  little  fhame  as  to  lay  a 
ftrefs  upon  them,  as  upon  apiece  of  important  fervice  ; 
(he,  whom  he  had  taken  hitherto  for  his  friend,  and 
whom  he  had  judged  to  have  as  much  goodnefs  and 
candour,  as  wit  and  charms.  He  could  not  never- 
thelefs  accufe  her  of  being  the  author  of  fuch  a  black 
cjccefs  of  calumny,  and  knowing  that  fhe  had  a  cor- 
refpondence  by  letters  from  France,  he  chofe  rather 
to  perfuade  himfelf,  that  fhc  had  been  deceived  by 
fome  fcandalous  intelligence  :  But  in  the  heat  where- 
with he  was  ralfed  by  fo  many  infernal  accufations, 
/lie  protefted  that  fhe  had  advanced  nothing  of  which 
jflie  had  not  the  proof  and  particulars  in  a  number  of 
letters.  She  imagined,  continued  Patrick,  that  T 
fhould  have  the  credulity  to  believe  her  on  her 
word.  I  demanded  the  proof  (hs  offered  by  her  let- 
ters, and  I  fhould  Iiave  been  v/illing  imTeed  to  havo 
acknowledged,  that  it  was  fjme  perfidious   wretcl^. 
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that  durft  fo  impudently  trufl  the  malignity  of  his 
heart  to  paper.  But  what  is  it  come  to  ?  Donna 
Figuerrez,  having  excufed  herfelf  a  long  time  under 
the  pretence  of  not  fetting  people  together  by  the 
ears,  at  length  pretended  to  go  fearch  for  the  pre- 
tended letters,  and  returning  the  fame  inllant  with 
difTembled  exclamations,  complained  of  the  lofs  of 
a  cafket  wherein  all  her  papers  were  locked  up. 
Judge,  added  Patrick,  what  an  impreflion  fuch  a 
courfe  artifice  rauft  make  on  me.  I  quitted  her  im- 
mediately, thinking  I  did  her  a  favour  in  not  load- 
ing her  with  injuries  ;  and  I  have  fworn  never  to  fee 
her  more. 

Neverthelefs,  added  he,  looking  on  me  with  a 
mournful  eye,  is  it  not  true  that  I  am  the  moft  un- 
happy of  all  men  living  ?  What  would  this  Figuer- 
rez have  with  me  ?  What  reafon  has  induced  her 
to  deftroy  the  reputation  of  my  wife,  and  to  fill 
my  imagination  with  fuch  dreadful  chimeras  ?  Is  it 
fl)e  who  has  invented  them  ?  Has  fhc  in  reality  re- 
ceived them  from  the  Spanifh  ambafiador,  or  from 
fomc  other  correfpendent  ?  Ah  !  if  I  durft  think  that 
Sarah  Finccr  had  been  capable  of  fuch  an  unworthy 
revenge 

I  interrupted  him,  and  this  refpeftable  name  feem- 
cd  to  me  to  be  fo  unfeafonably  mixed  among  fuch  a 
number  of  invectives,  that  I  made  him  afhamed 
of  a  fufpicion  unworthy  of  him,  I  had  liftcned  pa- 
tiently till  now,  and  refledling  upon  every  word  I 
heard,  I  found  no  difficulty  in  comprehending  the 
full  meaning  of  what  he  had  related.  It  was  evident 
to  me,  that  Donna  Figuerrez  had  thought  fhc  had  take* 
the  moft  prudent  courfe  to  prepare  hin)  for  the 
news  of  hi»  lofs,  by  informing  him  that  his  wife 
dtferved  to  be  lilllc  regretted.  The  letters  flic 
would  havcprodi.rcfl  were  thofc  I  hnd  in  my  hands. 
So  ]*atrick»  nho  did  not  fee  me  tive  any  fign  of 
•nazemcnt,  nor  any  olhcr  mnric  of  difturhnncr 
id  heat,  but  at  the  nunc  of  Sarah  lincer,  ap- 
«  ared  ta-look  on  mc  with  foir;c  air  of  confulion.     h 
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feemed,  notwithdanding  all  his  prepofTcflions  in  favour 
of  his  wife,  that  my  filence  raifed  fome  doubt  In  his 
heart,  and  that  he  waited  for  my  explanations  to 
get  rid  of  this  uncertainty.  And  was  my  perplexity- 
much  lefs  troublefome  ?  What  could  I  anfwer  him, 
without  engaging  too  far,  or  without  being  laid 
under  the  neceflity  of  coming  all  at  once  to  a  point, 
which  1  would  willingly  avoid  till  he  were  properly 
prepared  by  fome  new  and  difcreet  management  ?  Far 
from  thinking,  as  Donna  Figuerrez  did,  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  begin  with  the  infidelity  of  his  wife,  I 
had  thought  It  my  duty  to  leave  him  In  eternal  igno- 
rance of  this  odious  article ;  and  without  having 
any  experimental  knowledge  of  love,  I  judged,  that 
of  all  lofTes,  thofe  that  are  experienced  by  perfidy, 
are  the  moft  mortifying  and  the  moll  cruel.  But 
was  it  poflible  to  repair  an  indifcretlon,  which  I  had 
not  in  the  leall  forefeen  ?  Could  I  do  it  at  lead  with- 
out falfifylng  truth,  which  deferved  even  yet  to  be  bet- 
ter hufbanded  ?  And  fince  fooner  or  later  he  muft  ine- 
vitably come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  whole,  why 
fhould  I  negleft  an  opportunity  that  Patrick  him- 
felf  threw  In  my  way,  and  by  which  1  fhould  have 
fpared  him  in  fome  fort  all  the  troubles  he  had  hi- 
therto felt  ? 

Neverthelefs,  the  reafons  that  had  till  now  hin- 
dered me  from  this  courfe,  ftill  continued  m.ore  for- 
cible. I  found  in  them  even  a  new  motive  In  the 
injurious  doubt  he  had  ralfcd  In  regard  to  Sarah  Fin- 
cer.  Being  eafily  prepoffeffed  agalnlt  thofe  whomht 
thought  ill  difpofed  to  his  wife,  who  could  be  my 
fecurlty,  that  he  would  not  have  the  fame  injuftice 
for  me,  and  that  T  fhould  not  become  odious  to  him 
all  at  once  from  the  only  reafonthat  >  could  not 
appear  under  as  much  afSidtion  as  he  for  his  misfor- 
tune ?  It  feemed  moreover,  that  Donna  Figuerrez,  for, 
the  readinefs  Ihe  flievved  in  following  my  advice,  did 
■not  tieferve  to  remain  under  the  embarraffment  into 
which  I  had  cait  her  by  keeping  her  letters  ;  and 
though  hei  coquetry  dclervtd  to  be  punilhed  by  fome 
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mortification,  yet  I  had  no  reafoii  to  contribute  to 
her  correftion.  It  depended  on  me,  by  cauling  her 
letters  to  be  privately  returned,  to  put  her  in  a  con- 
dition not  only  of  juftifying  the  truth  of  her  ftory, 
but  of  finifliing  all  at  once  the  attempt  (he  had  un- 
dertaken ;  and  if  there  was  any  fear  that  Patrick 
fhoul.d  take  up  too  violent  a  hatred  againft  the  fource 
from  whence  thofe  fri'^htful  difcoverles  fhould  come, 
there  was  yet  fome  reafon  to  delire,  that  his  refent- 
ment  fhould  fall  on  a  coquette,  who  fought  lefs  to 
fcrve  him,  than  to  gratify  her  own  vanity  and  am- 
bition by  labouring  to  feduce  his  heart. 

My  anfwer  then  bore  fuch  an  equivocal  turn, 
that  Patrick,  being  eager  to  lay  hold  of  every  thing 
that  flattered  his  notions,  faw  nothing  in  it  but  the 
refutation  of  the  injurious  fecret  of  J)onna  Figuerrez. 
A  huihand,  lefs  blinded  by  love,  would  have  had 
fome  miftruft  of  the  air  and  tone  I  alfefted  ;  for 
not  only  my  exprefiions,  but  all  the  exterior  moti- 
ons tiiat  acconnpanied  my  voice,  were  conducted  with 
circundpciStion  and  care  enough  not  to  -expofe  me  to 
the  reproach  of  having  deceived  him  by  .  falfe  ap- 
pearances ;  and  I  reckoned  lefs- upon  what  I  laid  be- 
fore him  in  a  favourable  light,  than  upon  his  difpo- 
fition  in  hearing  me ;  So  his  reflections  themfelvcs 
had  a  tendency  to  the  betraying  me  into  danger.  1 
could  not  hear  him  fj)eak  of  his  happinefs  in 
tranfports,  and  to  pretend  to  be  fo  much  the  more 
happy  in  proportion  as  he  ftirred  up  envy  enough 
in  people  to  provoke  their  calumny  and  fpight, 
without  lamenting  his  blindnefs,  and  exhorting  him 
in  a  manner  openly  td  moderate  the  opinion  of  his 
happinefs,  which  the  inconftancy  of  human  affairs 
made  fubjctt  to  great  revolutions  and  croffes.  No- 
tlilng  was  capable  of  making  him  have  any  fufpicion 
of  his  prepofii^lTiona.  He  called  me  a  thoufaud  times 
as  3  witncfa  of  the  modefly  and  virtue  of  his  wife  ; 
and  not  giving  any  attention  whether  I  anfweied  or 
not,  he  contiuued  to  hug  himfeif  in  having  n  woman 
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fall  to  his  lot,  whofe  prudence  was  at  lead  equal  tu 
her  charms. 

I  abandoned  to  Heaven  the  care  of  healing  fuch 
powerful  prejudices  without  violence  ;  and  the  day- 
following  I  employed  all  my  addrcfs  in  procuring  the 
ambalTador's  letters  to  be  returned  to  Donna  Figuer- 
rez,  without  her  fufpeding  to  whom  fne  was  indebt- 
ed for  this  rellitution.  I  had  forefcen  very  juftly 
that  flie  fhould  no  fooner  fee  this  treafure  again 
in  her  hands,  but  (he  would  give  notice  of  it  to 
my  brother.  He  hefitated  whether  he  would  re- 
turn to  her  houfe  again  ;  and  informing  me  of  the 
motives  he  had  by  intreaty  to  do  fo,  ke  jelled  with 
me  on  her  obftinacy,  which  began  to  give  him  A 
fulnicion  that  there  was  fome  medley  of  love  in  it. 
His  vifit  was  (hort.  I  faw  him  return,  pcnfive  in- 
deed, and  his  countenance  enough  dejedled  to  pcr- 
fuade  me,  that  his  mind  was  not  in  a  Hate  of  tran- 
quillity ;  but  fo  determined  neverthelefs  to  reje(ft  all 
kinds  of  difcovcries,  that  affedling  a  fmile,  as  fooa 
as  he  faw  me,  he  faid  in  an  ironical  tone,  that  he 
had  juft  come  from  feeing  the  raalter-piece  of  the  ma- 
lignity. I  have  read  many  letters,  added  he,  which 
indeed  contain  part  of  what  ihe  has  related  to  me  ; 
vet  you  will  not  have  a  moment*s  doubt,  but  that 
Donna  Figuerrez  has  had  them  written  fince  yefter- 
day,  to  repair  her  imprudence  in  having  been  a  little 
too  forward. 

I  confefs  this  great  truft  raifed  my  embarraffment  to 
the  height  ;  I  made  no  reply  but  by  a  motion  of  my 
head,  which  did  not  hinder  him  from  proceeding. 
But,  added  he,  what  you  will  have  a  difficulty  to 
comprehend,  it  is  fo  extraordinary,  /he  has  carried 
her  affurance  fo  far,  that  being  piqued  at  my  refufal 
to  give  my  aiTcnt  to  what  (he  affirmed,  and  appa- 
rently to  llrengthen  her  calumnies,  fne  maintained  to 
my  face  that  my  wife  is  dead.  Moved  with  indig- 
nation in  fpite  of  me  at  this  ridiculous  piece  of  news, 
1  could  not  forbear  anfwering  her  moft  ferlouf- 
ly,  that  you  had   arrived   very  lately  from    France, 

and 
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and  that  without  doubt  (he  had  forgot  to  have  fcen 
you  at  her  houfe  within  thefc  two  days.  She  told 
me,  that  you  knew,  as  well  as  flie  did,  of  the  death  of 
my  wife,  and  that  I  might  have  from  you  the  fame 
aflurances.  This  extravagant  effrontery  made  me 
leave  her  apartment  without  making  any  reply. 

NotwithRanding  the  undifturbed  and  fmiling  air 
he  yet  laboured  to  maintain,  he  looked  on  me  fo 
attentively  during  his  difcourfe,  that  I  flood  in  need 
of  all  my  fteadincfs  to  keep  me  from  changing 
countenance.  I  confidercd,  as  Iliftcnedto  him,  wliat 
tone  I  fiiould  ufe  in  making  him  an  anfwer;  and 
when  he  had  done,  I  found  nothing  more  ready  t» 
fay  to  him,  than  to  make  a  fimple  refleftion  upon  the 
ardour  of  Donna  Figucrrcz,  whofe  motives  I  afcri- 
bcd  to  thofe  fentiments  of  love,  of  which  flie  was 
already  fufpcded.  My  coldnefs,  added  to  the  ad- 
drefs  I  ufed  in  avoiding  to  anfwer  him  diredlly,  con- 
vinced him  fo  .well,  that  all  he  had  come  from  hear- 
ing were  fo  many  chimeras,  that  if  he  added  any 
words,  it  was  only  to  pity  Donna  Figucrrcz,  whofe 
head  he  imagined  to  be  more  difturbed  by  an  excefs 
of  folly,  than  her  heart  was  by  love. 

If  any  body  (liould  be  furprifed,  after  I  had 
\\i (Tied  he  might  receive  from  her  thofe  difcoveiies 
I  had  fo  much  repugnance  to  make  myfelf,  that  I 
took  no  advantage  of  a  beginning  which  fhe  had  car- 
lied  fo  far,  and  efpccially  when  there  was  no  quef- 
lion  but  one  word  from  me  would  hnifli  her  work, 
I  cannot  juftify  myfelf  but  from  the  alloniihment 
1  was  in  to  fee  him  as  far  from  opening  his  eyes,  up- 

I  his  return  from  her  houfe,  ashe  was  when  he 
^vcnt  there.  In  truth,  there  was  need  but  of  one 
word  to  give  liim  thofe  fatal  difcoveries,  againfl 
which  he  lo  ftedfallly  armed  himfelf;  but  on  this 
word  hung  all  the  elfedts  that  I  was  \n  fear  of  pro- 
ducing. Thus  returning  to  my  firft  notions,  that 
had  brought  nie  into  Spain,  I  refolved  to  wait  till 
the  ripencfs  of  time,  and  the  further  removal  from 
him  of  his    lofs,   fliould    make    the    cntcr]nizc    more 
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eafy.  It  was  not  indeed  a  very  fmall' advantage  to 
give  him  room  to  think  at  lead,  that  the  misfortunes 
declared  to  him  were  poflible ;  and  1  did  not  doubt 
but  that  his  having  had  a  fight  of  them  under  fome 
uncertainty,  would  be  a  reafon  of  confoling  him 
more  eafily,  when  he  fhould  find  without  any  doubt 
that  they  were  only  too  true. 

He  broke  off  all  acquaintance  with  Donna  FIguer- 
rez,  and  during  fome  weeks  of  intermiflion  from 
his  public  bufmefs,  he  propofed  to  me  to  vifit  with 
him  the  parts  adjacent  to  Madrid.  I  confented  free- 
ly to  attend  him  ;  but  not  being  able  to  excufe  my- 
felf  from  feeing  again  the  Spanifh  lady,  1  Hole  fome 
motncnts  before  our  departure  to  acquit  myfelf  of 
that  vifit.  She  v*ras  under  an  extreme  impatience  to 
liear  the  fuccefs  of  her  difcoveries;  and  I  itruck  her 
fpeechlefs  with  ailonlfliment,  by  affiiring  her  that 
they  had  not  made  any  impreilion  on  the  mind  of 
my  brother.  Bat  have  you  then  added  nothing,  faid 
ftie,  to  confirm  my  teftimony  ?  She  was  offended  at 
my  fmcerity  in  anfwering  her,  that  very  powerful 
reafons,  of  which  1  prayed  her  to  fpare  mc  the 
detail,  had  made  me  fufpend  my  refolutions  ;  and 
protefting  to  me,  that  fhe  knew  how  to  take  other 
mcafures  to  let  my  brother  know,  that  (he  had  de- 
ceived him  Icfs  than  I  had  done,  (he  threw  me  into  a 
new  difturbance,  which  I  could  not  get  rid  of  du- 
ring the  whole  courfe  of  our  journey.  I  obfcrved 
during  the  laft  converfation,  that  Patrick  had  been 
more  in  her  affedlons,  than  I  could  have  imagined 
from  a  coqviette  fo  fubtle  and  refined,  as  the  Spaaidi 
gentleman  had  defcribed  her  to  mc.  She  fpoke  to 
me  of  him  with  fo  tender  an  air  of  interell ;  (he  fet 
off  his  good  qualities  with  fo  many  praifes  ;  (he 
appeared  fo  afflided  at  the  opinion  he  had  entertained 
of  her,  fmce  he  had  thought  her  capable  of  impofing 
on  him  by  calumni-s  ;  and  fo  piqued  agalnft  me, 
whom  (he  with  reafon  accufey  of  having  forfakcn 
her  in  the  prtcipice  into  which  I  had  engaged  her, 

that 
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that  T  could  not  doubt  but  the  merit  of  my  brother 
had  made  a  real  impreflion  on  her  heart. 

The  king's  orders,  the  execution  of  vl.i'.h  d> 
tained  Patrick  in  Spain,  had  been  fulfille(^..by  Ins  zeal, 
and  the  fole  caufe  of  his  llay  was  the  delay  of  the 
Spanifh  roinilters,  who  had  fixed  him  a  time  remote 
enough  to  receive  their  mafttr's  anfwvr,  I  was  in- 
duced, from  the  fear  I  had  of  the  menaces  of  13onnu 
Figuerrez,  to  lengthen  out  our  jaunt  to  tlie  time  in 
which  I  forefaw  our  return  into  France  might  be  re- 
tarded. JVly  brother,  to  whom  1  made  this  propofal, 
reliflied  it  witliout  penetrating  into  the  motives  there- 
of. We  left  one  of  our  fervants  at  Madrid,  with  or- 
ders to  hold  our  equipages  in  readinefs  againil  the 
day  we  had  appointed  for  our  return  ;  and  the  an- 
fwer  of  the  court  being  an  affair  .of  moment,  we 
reckoned  to  begin  our  journey  to  France  the  day  afier 
it.  Nothing  couUl  further  flatter  the  impatience  Pa- 
trick had  to  fee  Paris  again. 

During  the  continuance  of  our  little  journey,  a 
thoufand  circumllances  offered  me  the  opportunity  to 
dllcover  myfelf  to  liini  ;  but  having  deferred  it  fo 
long,  I  did  not  think  I  had  any  reafon  to  be  In 
hade  :  and  length  of  time  fince  his  misfortune  add- 
ing ftill  weight  to  the  delay  by  its  continuance,  I 
perluaded  mylelf  in  the  end,  that  it  would  not  be  too 
late  to  come  to  the  lalt  difcoverles,  when  wc  were 
upon  the  road  from  Madrid  to  Paris.  Our  conver- 
fation,  during  the  jaunt  we  made  to  fatisfy  our  ccrio- 
fity  in  the  places  adjacent  to  the  capital  of  Spain, 
rolled  upon  fubje^ts  quite  oppofite  to  the  principal 
objcft  of  which  I  was  full.  The  natural  qualities 
of  the  country,  their  policies,  religion,  learning, 
daily  furniOied  over-abundant  matter  to  two  travellers, 
who  endeavoured  by  tBeir  application  to  acquire  fome 
knowledge.  We  had  not  a  moment's  trial  of  the 
langnifhment  of  tirefomencfs.  Nevcrthelefs,  I  could 
not  be  always  near  Patrick,  and  fee  him  in  fuch  tran- 
quillity, v.'ithout  lamenting  his  iituation.  Sorrow, 
dcatn,  all  the  Yiolent  paflions  fccmcd  to  me  without 
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eafing  to  flutter  about  him,  with  a  cruel  eagcrhefs  to 

\'^  an  entrance  into  his  heart.     I  had  this  melancholy 

perpetually  before  my  eyes,  and   in    the  bit- 

i  felt  from  it,  my  love  and    zeal    made  me  of- 

ny  ardent   prayers    to  heaven,  which  coll 

i\-  -    effort    to  conceal  from  my  unfortunate 

brc 

C  ing  executed  without  any  obftacles, 

v.eq  i\  1  almoil  as  foon  as  we  arrived  there  ; 

and  oui  to  haflcn  our  journey  was  propor- 

vJonfd  '  ;'-s    ardour  to  fee  once  more  what  he 

hCxX  niOil  ecu-.  It  was  time  to  think  that  delays,  diffi- 
muiatiori,  lenitives  themfelves,  could  be  no  longer  of 
uny  ufc  to  me.  It  v;as  not  neverthelefs  the  firft  day 
of  our  journey  that  I  undertook  the  forrowful  office, 
which  for  a  long  time  had  been  the  torment  of  my 
heart.  I  let  eight  days  of  it  pafs  ovei:,  which  I  em- 
ployed as  much  in  overcoming  my  repugnances,  as  in 
preparing  my  expreffions.  It  feemed  to  me,  that  it  was 
gaining  fomething  to  defer  it.  In  fine,  a  little  village, 
wherein  bad  weather  obliged  us  to  pafs  the  night, 
gave  me  that  opportunity  which  I  had  before  a  ihou- 
fand  times  rejedcd,  by  the  philofophical  turn  cur 
convcrfation  took  there.  I  interrupted  Patrick  in  the 
raidtt  of  an  excellent  reflection,  and  forfecing  the 
point  to  which  what  he  had  already  faid  might  lead 
him,  ftop,  dear  brother,  faid  I  with  a  deep  figh,and 
make  no  difficulty  of  telling  me  your  mind  fincerely  : 
Are  you  fenfible  of  all  the  courage  and  fteadinefs 
that  appear  in  your  principles  ;  and  do  you  think,  that 
the  praCliice  of  fo  high  a  philofophy  docs  not  furpafs 
your  ilrength?  He  feemed  to  be  furprifed  at  this  quef- 
tion.  Neverthelefs,  wkhout  hefitating  on  his  anfwer, 
Perhaps,  faid  he,  I  cannot  promife  you,  that  I  have  the 
fame  llrength  and  vigour  of  mind  every  momcBt  of 
the  day;  and  I  remember  a  thoufand  fatal  occafions, 
in  which  I  have  found  myfelf  more  feeble  than  my 
maxims:  But  in  an  inflant  fuch  as  this,  filled  as  I  am 
with  all  the  ideas  wc  havejuft  debated,  and  in  the 
degree   of   heat  with  which  they  have  animated  my 
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reafon,  there  are  few  trials  which  I  fhoiild  not  think 
myfeif  able  enough  to  refill.  Ah!  Dear  Patrick, 
added  I,  make  then  a  good  ufe  this  mornent  Of  your 
courage.  I  have  concealed  it  from  y  ^n  ■ '^")  regret.; 
(and  heaven  is  my  witnefs,  that  all  m  ing  and 

delays  had  no  other  lource  than  the  ^^u■.i^.^  uiendfhtp 
I  have  for  you  ;)  but  you  are  drawing  pear  the  thonnen; , 
in  which  you  will  have  it  cleared  up  to  you,  whcihrr 
I  will  or  not.  Your  wife  is  dead,  arid  has  be:n  (o  for 
forae  months  part  ;  and  if  it  be  any  cotifoUlion  to  you 
'to  know,  that  her  condudl  has  not  rendered  her  wpr- 
thy  of  your  afHiiflion,  I  confirm  at  leaft  one  part  of 
the  accufations  of  Donna  Figguerr^z.  I  iTiould  have 
continued,  if  the  motion  I  faw  fiim  make  had  not: 
been  capable  of  infpiring  mc  with  terror.  A  furious 
air  of  trouble  and  defpair  at  firll  chafed  away  that 
fweetntfs,  which  was  the  natural  ornament  of  his 
countenance  ;  which  neverthelefs,  did  not  hinder 
him  from  lending  all  his  attention  even  to  my  lafl: 
word  :  But  having  in  appearance  joined  together  the 
fadls  and  proofs  of  them,  not  feeing  any  pretence  to 
mittruft  me,  and  recolletliRg  all  the  accounts  of  Donna 
Figucrrez,  of  which  I  had  fo  precifely  conlirmed  the 
greater  part,  he  loll  for  a  moment  all  government  of 
himfelf,  even  fo  far  as  to  clap  his  hand  haftily  on  the 
hilt  of  his  fword,  as  if  he  had  thought  of  nothing 
but  thrulHng  it  into  his  own  heart.  I  could  afcribe  his 
fccond  motion,  by  which  he  fupported  himfelf  againft 
the  firft,  to  nothing  but  the  aifiilance  of  heaven,  or 
thc  real  ftrcngth  of  his  mind  ;  for  I  was  too  far  from, 
him  to  put  a  Hop  to  fo  bold  a  tranfport.  If  he  put 
his  hand  with  fo  much  fury  to  his  fword,  he  drew  it 
back  with  the  fame  air  after  a  moment's  rciledion  ; 
and  throwing  himfelf  on  the  firfl  chair,  lifting  up  hia 
cyCs  and  llrctching  out  his  hands  to  heaven,  he  con- 
tinued a  long  time  without  fpcaking  one  word,  or 
fetching  one  figh.  1  came  near  him  ;  he  thruil  me 
back  with  one  hand,  whilft  he  covered  his  eyes  wlili 
the  other.  One  would  have  taken  him  for  a  criminal, 
who  was  under  the  terrors  of  hia  own  coufciencc  ; 
F  2  and 
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and  the  crime  of  another  raifed  in  him  as  much  hor» 
ror  as  his  own  could  have  done,  had  he  been  guilty. 

The  motion  of  his  liand  did  not  at  all  efcape  my 
obfcrvation,  and  convinced  by  that  which  immediately 
luccecded  it,  that  he  had  rejefted  the  firft  tranfport 
of  his  heart,  I  made  no  haiie  in  (hewing  any  dcfirc 
of  diffipating  the  grief  and  confufion  in  which  I  faw 
him  fwallovvcd  up.  Thcfe  were  thoughts  from 
whence  I  apprehended  no  longer  the  fame  violence. 
I  affected  even  to  obferve  for  a  long  time  a  mournful 
filence,  to  give  him  room  to  perceive,  that  1  fincercly 
took  a  fhare  in  his  grief;  and  that  if  I  had  ihewcd  a 
cruelty  in  caufing  them,  I  had  began  much  fooner  than 
'lie  to  feel  them.  I  expe<Sted,  that  after  having  abandoned 
himfelf  inwardly  to  the  full  Impreffion  of  a  (Iroke 
fo  terrible,  he  would  begin  to  addrcfs  me  with  juft 
imprecations  againil  her  perfidy,  or  complaints  more 
forrowful  and  tender,  which  I  fhould  take  care  how  I 
oppofed  or  cond-cmned  ;  but  rifing  after  a  quarter  of 
an  hour's  fiiencc,  and  continuing  to  cover  his  eyes 
with  his  hand,  he  made  a  fign  to  his  valet  de  chambrc, 
whom  I  had  already  called  to  attend  him,  to  fhew^ 
iiira  into  the  room  where  he  was  to  pafs  the  night. 
As  he  went  by  me  he  made  a  rcfpeftful  bow,  which 
encouraged  me  to  ufe  fome  perfuafions  to  detain  him. 
The  fame  fign  of  his  hand,  by  which  he  had  already 
removed  me  from  him,  gave  me  to  underftand,  that 
it  was  in  vain  1  fhould  attempt  to  follow  him.  I  gave 
orders  to  his  fervants  to  remove  from  him  all  liis  arms, 
and  every  thing  elfe  that  fometimes  ferve  too  readily 
as  a  relief  to  grief. 

Having  retired  to  my  chamber,  to  what  an 
cxcefs  of  bittcrnefs  did  1  not  deliver  myfelf  up? 
What  exclamations  did  1  not  ufe  ?  What  tender 
and  doleful  cries  did  I  not  addrefs  to  heaven  ?  Oh  ! 
brother,  worthy  of  a  bctte^  fate  ?  What  fweetnefs 
would  you  not  have  found  in  my  compaflion,  ii  you 
had  feeii  all  the  excefs  of  it,  or  if  it  were  any  con- 
folation  to  you  under  your  extreme  misfortune  to  fee 
a  tender  heart,  who  fliares  it  with  you  ? 

I  adde4 
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I  added  to  the  orders  I  had  given  his  fervants 
that  of  watching  at  the  door  of  his  chamber,  and  to 
go  in  without  afFeding  to  do  it  on  purpofe,  at  the  lead 
motion  they  (hould  hear.  '  During  the  \yhole  night, 
which  I  fpent  on  my  knees  before  heaven,  my  heart 
big  with  groans,  that  vented  themfelves  only  by  the 
ardour  of  my  prayers,  it  came  a  thoufand  times  into 
my  mind  to  go  and  furprize  him,  and  make  him,  whe- 
ther he  would  or  not,  receive  the  alfiilances  of  my 
zeal.  But  I  knew  his  humour  incapable- of  betraying 
Fiimfelf  outwardly,  when  his  nund  was  taken  up  with 
any  affe6lion ;  jealous  in  folitude  even  of  the  moil 
flight  interells  capable  of  moving  his  heart  ;  how  then 
would  my  importunity  redouble  his  gritff  ?  I  expedled 
neverthclefs,  that  he  would  the  next  day  grant  me  the 
liberty  of  feeing  him,  and .  I  had  already  prepared  a 
dlfcourfc  fuitablc  to  my  fentlments  and  his  fituation. 
My  hopes  were  vain.  Coming  to  his  door  in  the 
morning,  I  wis  informed  by  his  valet  de  charabre, 
that  his  defire  was  to  remain  abfolutely  alone,  and 
that  I  was  not  excepted  out  of  this  order*  I  did  not 
infid  further  on  feeing  him,  contented  enough  with  the 
moderation  he  had  paffed  the  night  in  ;  his  fighs 
being  the  only  noife  he  made.  All  the  day  was  to 
me  a  new  exerclfe  of  compaflion  and  grief.  My 
troubles  redoubled  in  the  evening,  upon  hearing  fioni 
his  valet  de  chambre,  that  he  was  attacked  by  a  dan- 
gerous fever,  and  that  upon  touching  his  hands,  as  if 
by  chance,  he  had  found  them  fo  burning,  that  he 
could  fcarce  bear  the  heat.  I  made  a  new  attempt  to 
fee  him,  and  if  he  did  not  rejeft  my  propofal  with  too 
much  harflincfs,  yet  he  ordered  an  anfwer  to  be  given 
(pe  that  was  a  law  even  more  powerful  for  the  affec- 
tion of  my  heart.  He  ordered  me  to  t)e  told,  that  he 
could  eafily  fancy  how  highly  I  was  moved  at  his  grief, 
and  he  had  a  jull  fenfc  of  my  compaflion  ;  but  iu  the 
violent  tranfports  he  had  to  combat  with,  he  was  re- 
folved  not  to  go  out  of  his  chamber  but  dead,  or  in  a 
ftate  of  tranquillity.  All  the  compafTiou  \  was 
pierced  with  did  not  hinder  me  from  fmiling  tenderly 
1'  3  at 
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at  this  anfvver.  I  chofe  to  truft  him  to  the  excellence 
of  his  natural  temper  ;  being  as  furc  that  he  would 
render  himfelf  worthy  of  the  protetSlion  of  heaven,, 
as  I  was  that  heaven  would  not  abandon  fo  much  in- 
tegrity and  goodnefs. 

We  had  already  paffcd  a  day  and  two  nights  in 
a  miferable  place,  where  we  fcarce  found  the  conve- 
niences moil  neceffary  for  life.  In  the  morning  of 
the  fecond  day,  going  out  of  the  inn  to  take  the  air, 
I  favv  at  a  diiiancc  a  chaife  driving  in  pofl  hafte;  be- 
fore and  after  which,  were  many  fcrvants  on  horfe- 
back,  who  gave  an  air  of  importance  to  the  owner 
of  the  equipage.  A  motion  of  curiofity  having  made 
me  wait  to  obferve  the  retinue  as  it  paffed  by  me,  I 
was  furprifed  to  hear  myfelf  called  by  name,  and  dill 
much  more  to  fee  Donna  Figuerrez  apptar  at  the  boot 
of  the  chaife,  who  added  divers  hgn;;  of  joy  and 
fiiendftiip  to  tiie  cries  by  which  ihe  endeavoured  all 
at  once  to  make  herfelf  known  to  me,  and  to  Hop  her 
puftilio-n. 

Although  in  my  firft  thoughts  I  looked  on  her  ap- 
pearance as  an  unfeafonable  and  crofs  accident,  I  could 
not  nevertheiefs  refufe  her  thofe  compliments  that  I 
owed  as  much  to  our  acquaintance  as  her  fejf.  She 
was  earned  in  afking  whether  my  brother  was  with 
mc.  I  mufl.  have  done  too  great  a  violence  to  truth 
to  conceal  it.  1  anfwered,  that  we  arrived  together  at 
that  village,  and  that  a  fudden  diforder,  which  fixed 
him  to  his  bed,  obliged  us  to  fiay  there.  Then  recol- 
kdting  immediately  the  vexation  fhe  mufl.  have  felt  to 
have  paffed  in  his  eyes,  as  the  author  or  accomplice 
of  a  multitude  of  calumnies,  I  thought  that  chance 
having  thus  brought  her  on  our  heels,  I  ought  to  take- 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  repair  the  fhare  I  had 
in  her  trouble.  It  entered  readily  into  my  firfl  re- 
iicdiions,  that  fince  (he  had  fhcwn  fuch  a  great  efteem 
and  relifli  for  my  brother,  her  zeal  might  be  of  fome 
fervice  to  his  confolation  ;  and  from  all  thefe  notions 
I  concluded,  that  without  injuring  decency,  I  might 
invite  her  to  alight,  and  repofe  herfelf  a  moment   in 

the 
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the  fame  place  :  O  heaven  !  cried  flie  out  immedi- 
ately, Do  you  doubt  diat  my  journey  is  not  at  an  end, 
when  I  have  met  with  what  made  me  undertake  it  ? 
This  village  is  my  limit,  fince  1  find  you  here. 
And  giving  me  her  hand  to  help  her  out,  fhc  em- 
braced me  with  as  much  ufFevS^ion  and  ardour,  as  if 
{lie  had  taken  me  for  the  obj^^cl  of  her  journey  and 
careffes. 

She  began  by  expollulating  with  me  on  the  wrong 
I  had  done  her,  as  much  in  having  left  my  brother 
.in  an  error,  which  (he  took  to  heart  from  the  lofs 
of  his  eftcem,  as  in  obliging  him  fo  fpeedily  to  leave 
Madrid,  that  he  had  neglcd^ed  to  take  leave  of  a 
great  number  of  his  bell  friends.  1  interrupted 
her  complaints  by  my  apologies  that  I  thought: 
I  owed  her  on  the  firft:  particular,  and  .confefi'ed, 
without  going  about  the  bufli,  that  if  I  was  guil- 
ty of  any  thing  at  Madrid,  I  had  repaired  my 
fault  within  thefc  two  days  by  the  difcovery  I 
had  made  my  brother.  You  will  judge,  faid  I,  by 
the  condition  you  are  going  to  fee  my  brother  in, 
of  the  reafons  I  had  to  delay  my  dilcovery.  Her 
impatience  increafing,  flie  fpoke  of  nothing  but  being 
flicwed  diredlly  to  his  chamber  j  but  1  moderated 
this  htrat  by  informing  her,  that  he  could  not  be 
fecn  but  with  great  precautions,  and  that  I  m)  fclf, 
v>'ho  flattered  myfelf  with  being  beloved,  had  been 
two  days  folliciting  leave  to  fee  him.  She  pro- 
mifed  me  to  obfervc  the  fame  meafures,  and  fol- 
lowing mc  on  foot  to  the  inn,  fhe  had  time  to  relate 
the  motives  that  engaged  her  to  come  to  France.  I 
have  three  motives  for  this  journey,  f-iid  Ihe  with 
thofe  graces  that  never  forfook  her,  and  I  confefs 
that  I  flood  in  need  of  the  firll  to  fcive  as  a  veil  to 
cover  the  other  two.  The  ambaflador  being  my 
nearcd  relation,  I  anticipated  a  dtfign  I  had  a 
long  time  of  taking  the  opportunity  of  his  cmbaf- 
fage  to  make  a  journey  to  Paris.  But  why  fliould  I 
didcmble  ?  I  have  the  image  of  your  brollier  in  my 
1  'Hit  :  I  cannot  be  comforted  under  the  opinion  hi 
V  4  haR 
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has  conceived  of  me.  I  would  go  to  the  end  of  the 
world'  to  follow  him,  and  prevail  on  him  to  do 
juftice  to  my  intentions.  Yon,  who  have  drawn  on 
me  his  hatred,  arc  not  you  obliged,  added  fhe,  to 
ufe  means  to  convince  him  of  my  innocence?  I  could 
not  difown  but  that  this  was  a  duty  incumbent  on 
me,  and  had  been  at  length  fulfilled  by  my  difcovery 
to  my  brother.  We  arrived  at  the  inn.  I  fcnt  a  mef- 
fagc  to  Patrick  to  know  if  he  would  receive  our  vl- 
lit.  The  name  of  Donna  Fignerrez,  and  her  unex- 
pe6l:cd  arrival,  awakened  him  from  his  deadly  hea- 
vinefs.  He  not  only  reproached  himfelf  for  having 
treated  her  with  fcorn,  but  calling  to  mind  all  the 
meafures  (he  had  obferved  in  giving  him  the  firft 
news  of  his  misfortune,  he  with  that  gratitude,  that 
he  thought  due  to  her  friendfhip,  refumed  all  the 
fentimenrs  of  edeem  that  he  ever  had  for  her  merit.- 
Neverthelefs,  lie  contented  himfelf  to  give  her  thefe 
affurances  by  his  valet  de  chambre  ;  and  excufing 
himfelf  on  the  fcore  of  his  difordcr,  with  which  fhe 
could  not  doubt  but  he  was  afflifted,  he  prayed  her 
to  take  in  good  part  his  excufes  for  not  admitting 
her. 

She  did  not  feem  offended  at  this  refufal  :  On  the 
contrary,  lamenting  her  fituation,  of  which  fhe  drew 
a  forrowful  picture,  fhe  faid  to  me  in  a  tone  that 
already  fuppofed  a  familiarity  well  eftablifhed  :  Ah  ! 
My  dear  dean,  we  will  wait  until  he  confents  to  fee 
us,  and  we  will  have  the  pleafure  of  thinking  that 
he  knows  we  are  very  near  him.  I  did  not  oppofe 
her  refolution  to  rtay  with  us.  The  folitude  of  Pa- 
trick could  not  continue  fo  long  as  he  feemed  to  pro- 
pofe  to  himfelf.  The  king's  affairs  neceffarily  called 
him  to  St  Germain  ;  and  if  his  fever  fhould  not 
become  a  diftemper  important  enough  to  jutlify  his- 
delay,  T  knew,  that  having  given  notice  to  the  king 
of  our  departure  from  Madrid,  he  muft  be  perfuaded 
his  majclty  would  count  the  days  of  our  journey. 
I  charged  his  valet  to  put  him  in  mind  of  this  par- 
ticular, and  I  even  looked  upon  this  advice  as  a  mat- 
ter 
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tcr  that  would  give  me  room  to  make  a  judgment  of 
the  depth  and  danger  of  his  wounds.  He  made  na 
anfwer  to  the  meflage  of  his  valet  de  chambre,  as  if 
he  had  been  equally  infenfible  to  the  cares  of  his  duty 
and  his  life. 

This  obilinacy  appeared  to  me  to  be  fo  dangerous 
an  effcK^t  of  his  gri<;f,  that. I  began  to  confider  mors 
ferioiifly  on  the  means  of  drawing  him  out  of 
his  lethargy  ;  but  the  day  was  not  ended  before 
Donna  Figuerrez,  more  dextrous,  or  lefs  refervcd 
than  I,  had  found  means  to  be  admitted  into  his 
chamber,  and  relying  on  the  familiarity  in  which  (he 
had  lived  with  him  a  long  time,  obtained  by  her  infi- 
ngating  carriage,  as  much  as  by  the  furprife  her  pre- 
fence  had  raifisd  in  him,  to  oblige  him  patiently  to 
hear  her.  She  informed  me  herfelf,  when  fhe  came 
from  him,  what  pafied  in  thid  converfation.  He  had 
made  her  very  humble  amends  for  the  difficulty  he 
had  fhcwed  in  giving  credit  to  her  teftimony  ;  and 
fpeaking  of  his  misfortune,  like  a  man  who  did  not 
hope  to  furvive  it,  he  prayed  her  to  charge  me  with 
a  commiffion,  which,  faid  (he,  he  had  not  the  pow- 
er to  acquit  himfelf  of  in  perfon.  The  fight  of  the 
dean,  did  he  fay>  is  a  torment  more  infupportable 
to  me  than  death.  He  triumphs  without  doubt,  in 
the  fubjefl  of  my  troubles.  I  always  found  him 
in  a  conrtant  oppofition  to  my  marriage.  He 
muft  for  the  fame  reafon  have  wiflied  to  fee  it  turn 
out  mduckily.  And  how  will  he  ever  perfuade  me, 
that  having  my  wife  before  his  eyes,  and  being  a. 
witnefs  of  her  condud,  he  might  not  have  given 
an  oppofition  to  every  thing  that  you  have  related 
to  me  of  her  irregularities?  he,  iD  whom  the  voice 
of  a  cenfor  is  fo  natural,  and  who  has  all  his  life 
made  it  liis  ftudy  to  vex  and  perplex  his  family  by  the 
cxcefs  of  his  morals!  Depend  upon  it,  he  has  taken 
a  malicious  pleaftire  in  feeing  my  wife  fall  by  de- 
grees, and  in  reality  hugs  himfeif  at  an  cfleiH:  that 
feems  to  prove  the  fupcriority  of  his  views  to  mine. 
1   In   nrif.   rfinriimrd    |-.e,   intrufl  this  with    you    as  a 
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fecret ;  tell  him  from  me,  that  I  caRiiot  have  the 
courage  to  reproach  a  brother  ;  but  that  1  am  furc 
I  (hall  never  pardon  him.  And,  as  I  have  the  charge 
of  the  king's  affairs,  which  confift  only  in  putting 
into  his  hands  the  treaty  I  have  juft  made  in  his 
name  with  the  court  of  Spain,  defire  my  brother 
to  finifli  my  commiffion,  by  carrying  it  to  the  court 
of  St  Germain.  1  fhall  owe  him  a  double  obligation, 
by  delivering  me  from  his  prefence,  and  procuring  me 
the  liberty  of  flying  equally  from  the  fight  of  all 
mankind,  with  whom  I  will  not  any  further  have  the 
lead  commerce. 

Donna  Figuerrez,  flattered  by  the  confidence  he 
had  exprelTed  for  her  in  thefe  words,  and  without 
doubt  forefeeing,  that  to  cure  him  of  his  melancholy, 
as  much  as  to  aid  the  dcfign  flic  had  in  gaining  his 
heart,  it  would  be  more  eafy  in  my  abfcncc  to  em- 
,]>loy  all  her  wit  and  artifice,  had  made  no  anfwer 
othervvife  than  by  approving  his  intentions,  and 
exhorting  him  not  to  change  them.  In  giving  me 
this  account,  wherein  flie  affected  not  to  foften  any 
thing  that  was  mortifying  in  it  by  the  Iraft  com- 
pliment, fhe  endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  alfo,  that 
reft  and  folitude  being  what  was  mofl  fuitable  to 
his  firuation,  I  ought  to  agree  to  the  fatisfa«f^ion 
he  required,  and  repofe  on  her  the  care  of  calm- 
ing his  mind.  Then,  thinking  to  give  a  greater 
probability  to  this  promife  by  a  formal  confefQon  of 
her  afFeftions,  fhe  declared  to  me,  that  not  think- 
ing herfelf  unworthy  of  the  love  of  a  man  of  ho- 
nour, her  hope  was  to  merit  that  of  my  brother  by 
all  tie  marks  fhe  could  give  him  of  a  virtuous  paf- 
iion,  to  bring  him,  if  it  were  pollible,  one  day  or 
other  to  grant  her  the  name  of  his  fpoufe.  You 
f'lall,  faid  fhe,  fee  me  engaged  from  ihis  view  not 
only  to  fpare  nothing  for  the  recovery  of  his  healtli 
and  repofe,  but  to  bring  him  to  change  his  difpofi-  . 
tion  towards  you,  and  to  make  a  merit  in  conferv- 
i  ig  peace  and  ari-:ity  in  your  family.  Go,  .  my 
Cear   dean,  take  charge   of   the  commiirion  he  turns 

over 
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over  to  you,  and  do  not  doubt  but  by  my  diligence 
you  fliall  find  him  fuch  as  he  ought  to  be  towards 
you,  when  we  meet  at  Paris  ;  for  you  may  judge 
well,  added  (he  fmlling,  that  I  will  make  him  lay  afide 
his  hatred  for  the  world,  and  his  refolution  of  fly- 
ing it. 

With  whateve'r  pecviflinefs  I  lidened  to  this  long 
difcourfe,  1  found  myfelf  lefs  aillided  at  the  injuRice 
of  my  brother,  which  friendfhip  made  me  immediately 
look  on  as  the  raving  of  a  fick  heart  and  mind,  than 
I  was  piqued  at  the  prefumption  of  a  woman,  whom 
I  never  had  fecn  four  times  in  my  life.  How  could 
file  arrogate  to  herfelf  the  right  of  regulating  my 
condu6l  and  the  interefts  of  my  family  ?  Patrick 
had  been  her  friend,  and  I  could  comprehend  well 
enough,  that  during  more  than  four  months  he  had 
paffed  at  Madrid,  having  been  few  days  without  fee- 
ing her  familiarly,  he  n.ight  have  placed  in  her  a 
confidence,  and  made  her  fume  overtures  upon  which 
fhe  might  build  a  part  of  her  hopes.  But  was  fhe 
already  fo  fure  of  his  love,  as  to  think  herfelf  autho- 
rized to  afTume  an  empire  over  every  thing  that  re- 
lated to  him  J  and  ^n  the  other  hand  could  flie  fancy, 
that  I  had  any  other  dependence  on  my  brother, 
than  that  of  an  afftdion  of  blood  and  zeal  for  re- 
ligion \  Perhaps  a  little  fpice  of  jcaloufy  had  taken 
.  pofleflion  of  him  in  this  refentment  ;  but  could  I 
think  it  jult,  when  I  confidered,  that  Patrick  had 
granted  to  a  flranger  ihofe  marks  of  confidence  and 
friendfViip,  which  he  had  rcfufed  to  me  ?  The  fu- 
fpicion  he  had  of  my  fentiments  appeared  pardonable 
in  the  firft  agitations  of  his  grief;  but  1  could  not 
pafs  over  his  abandoning  himfe'f  to  his  injufticc,  even 
to  the  making  a  noife  of  it  by  a  behaviour  fo  feverc 
as  his  difcourfe.  In  fine,  far  from  yielding  to  the  pro- 
pofal  made  me  on  his  part,  1  protelled  to  Donna  Fi- 
guerrcz,  that  nothing  Ihould  oblige  me  to  confcnt  to 
forfake  him  a  moment,  and  that  I  would  not  do  Inn:* 
fo  much  wrong  ai  to  finiih  a  comrnifiion,  of  whicli 
ihc  king  could  exnedl  an  account  only  from  the  pcrfgn 
he  had  charged  with  it. 

Without 
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Without  doubt  Donna  Figucrrez  had  made  a  merit 
with    him  by  the  ofFenfive  exadnefs    with  which  fhc 
had  reported   to  me    his  expreflions  ;  and  I  durft  not 
warrant  it,  that  (he  had  not  added  fomething  to  mine, 
with    a    view  of  poifoning  my  anfwer.     The  reft   of 
the  day  paffcd    over    without    any  incident,    and  I 
fpent    it  only  in  relle6ling   upon  the  unhappy  reward 
of  my  zeal,  which  had   yet   drawn  from   my  brother 
nothing  but  vexations  and  mortifications.     Towards 
midnight,  at  the  time  when   the    bitternefs    of    my 
thoughts  had   banlflied   fleep  from   my  eyes,    I  heard 
the   noife  of  horfcs  and  carriages,   which    I   took  for 
the  equipage  of  fome   traveller.       The   kind   of  reft 
I  enjoyed  from  the  liberty   I  had  at  leaft  of  giving 
myfelf  up  to    my   forrowful  refleftions,    was    not  di- 
fturbed  by  the  noife,  efpecially  as   I  had  not  the  leaft 
mifgiving  of  the   new  afflldions   that   threatened  me. 
But  on  my  uprifing,  which  was  a  little  late,  occafioned 
by  the  reillefs  night  I  had    paffed,    Jacin,    my  old 
valet,  informed  me,  that  Patrick  was  gone  away  with 
all  his  fervants,    and  that  he  had  left   a  letter  for  me, 
which  was  not  delivered  to   Jacin  himfelf  till  he  had 
got  out  of  bed.       I  opened  it  with  all  the  trouble 
that    fuch   an   information  could  caufe  me.      It  con- 
tained in  a  few  lines,    that     not  being  able    to   bear 
the  world,  nor  me,  nor  himfelf,  he  was  going  tQ  retire 
into  fome  folitude,  where  he   would  have    no  further  ■ 
acquaintance    but  with   mute  and     infenfible   beings, 
who  would  not  be  capable  of  perfecuting  and  betray- 
ing him.      He  had  left,  added  he,  in  his  chamber  a 
cailcet,   in  which  I  (hould  find  the  inftruments  that  he 
ought  to   have  delivered   to  the  king,   with   fome  in- 
ftruflion  he   had   added  to    them  for  me,    and   that 
they  would  be  fufiicicnt  for  me  to  anfwer,  as  fully  as 
he  himfelf  could,  the  expc6tations  of  that  prince.     He 
prayed   me  to  make  his  excufes    to  him,   building    fo 
much  on  his  goodnefs,  as" not  to  doubt  but  he  would 
find  them  juR. 

I  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  Donna  Figuerrcz  was 
gone  with  him,  and  this  thought  increafing  my  grief. 
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I  let  fall  before  Jacln  a  thoufand  complaints,  which 
made  him  dlfcover  one  part  of  my  troubles.  In  re- 
gard to  Donna  Figucrrez,  he  immediately  informed 
me,  that  (lie  was  yet  buried  in  fleep,  and  he  was 
much  deceived,  if  fhe  had  been  better  infornved  than 
I  of  the  departure  of  my  brother.  I  found  my 
courage  revive  upon  this  afTurance,  and  forming 
immediately  a  defign,  which  would  pleafe  me  as 
much  in  relation  to  Donna  Figuerrez,  by  giving  me 
the  opportunity  of  an  innocent  revenge  on  her,  as 
on  the  part  of  my  brother,  by  giving  me  feme  hopes 
of  being  ufcful  to  him  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  I  gave  or- 
ders to  Jacin  immediately  to  put  the  horfes  to  my 
chaife.  I  was  refolved  to  be  gone  on  the  fpot,  that 
is  to  fay,  before  the  Spanirti  lady  (hould  awa4ce,  and 
to  follow  Patrick.  'tt'Ith  fo  much  hade,  that  having  no 
other  road  to  go  than  that  of  the  poft,  I  fhould  over- 
take him  before  the  end  of  the  day. 

My  orders  were  executed.  I  left  the  inn  before 
Donna  Figuerrez  had  called  her  fervants,  and  pufhing 
my  revenge  as  far  as  I  thought  I  could  without  in- 
juring charity,  I  charged  one  of  her  traia,  as  I  got 
into  my  chaife,  to  tell  her,  that  ihe  owed  me  fome 
thanks  for  the  care  I  had  taken  of  not  diilurbing  her 
reft.  When  I  had  fuppofed,  that  the  fame  motive^ 
that  had  made  her  quit  Spain  had  induced  her  im- 
mediately to  follow  us  upon  the  track,  I  was  furc, 
that  there  were  not  horfes  enough  to  be  got  at  the 
poft-houfe  to  furnilh  her  for  her  journey  before  the 
return  of  ours,  and  I  confequently  reckoned  that  wz 
Ihould  get  the  ftart  of  her  fo  far,  that  fhe  Would  find  it 
difficult  to  overtake  us. 

This  way  of  reafoning  fuppofed  ncvcrthelefs,  that 
Patrlclc  would  purfue  the  road  to  Paris,  out  of  which 
he  could  not  always  find  regulat*:d  ports  for  a  com- 
munication to  other  towns.  With  this  thought  I 
purfued  forward  as  far  as  Orleans  ;  continually  in- 
qtjlrlng  at  what  diftancc  he  was  before  me,  and  if 
lie  had  (hewed  no  dcfiyn  of  going  out  of  the  road* 
It  was  at  Orlcanj  I  loll  ihc  irack  of  him.  They  in- 
formed 
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formed  me  at  the  poflhoufc  that  he  had  come  there 
three  or  four  hours  before  me,  and  that  having  com- 
mitted his  chaife,  and  fome  other  parts  of  his  equi- 
page, to  the  care  of  the  mailer  of  the  houfe,  he  had 
gone  away  on  foot  with  tliree  fervants  he  had  in 
his  train.  I  quitted  the  defign  of  continuing  my 
journey,  and  thinking  of  nothing  further  than  to  dif- 
cover  him,  I  flattered  rayfelf  that  his  care  v;ou!d  not 
require  any  long  fearch  in  the  provincial  town. 
In  the  mean  time,  having  to  no  purpofe  employed  a 
part  of  the  day,  I  learned  towards  evening,  that  he 
had  hired  a  boat,  into  which  he  and  one  of  his  fer- 
vants  went,  having  difmiffed  the  other  two  ;  and  that 
not  difcovering  himfelf  cither  as  to' the  place  he  was 
bound  to,  nor  even  the  time  that  would  be  neceffary 
for  his  paflage,  they  could  not  give  me  any  other  iu« 
formation  till  the  return  of  the  boatmen. 

What  a, new  fubjedl  of  embarrafment ! Prudence 

would  not  permit  me  to  proceed  further  at  a  hazard. 
I  was  obliged  to  wait  two  days  for  a  difcovcry 
which  I  could  not  get  but  by  the  way  propofed  to  me. 
I  paiTed  thefe  days  in  a  thoufand  alarms,  which  the 
uncertainty  of  their  duration  yet  rendered  more 
cruel.  At  length  the  boatmen  arrived,  to  put  an 
end  to  them  luckily.  They  had  conduced  Pa- 
trick to  a  benedifline  abbey  fome  leages  from 
Orleans,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Loire,  and  had, 
returned  very  well  contented  with  his  mildnefs  and 
liberality.  Not  being  able  to  obtain  any  other  in- 
formations, they  only  inflamed  the  dcfire  I  had  of 
overtaking  him.  Could  his  defpair,  faid  I,  have 
made,  him  think  of  breaking  abfolutely  with  the- 
world,  and  be  capable  of  burying  himfelf  in  foli- 
tude  with  a  defign  never  to  come  out  of  it,  I  fhould 
think  ill  of  the  refolution  formed  thus  in  the  midtl  of 
his  grief,  and  fliould  apprehend  bad  confequences 
from  it.  Thefe  great  facrifices  ought  to  be  the  fruits 
of  a  quiet  meditation.  Rcafon  and  grace  would  be  but 
little  able  to  fupport  a  violent  choice,  when  they  were 

not 
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Bot    the  fruits  of   iufplration.      I  hatlened  to  be  gone 
with  the  fame  boatmen  that  had  carried  hiai. 


BOOK     XL 


UPON  my  arrival  at  the  abbey,  I  was  informed 
at  the  gate,  that  Patrick  had  prefented  himfelf 
to  the  fuperior  under  a  name  different  from  his 
own.  He  had  not  concealed  his  country  nor  his 
birth ;  but  confeffing  that  extraordinary  troubles 
having  driven  him  in  quefl  of  folitudc,  he  requefted 
it  as  a  favour,  that  they  would  not  attempt  to  dive 
further  into  them,  and  on  his  fide  he  had  promifed, 
that  he  would  give  no  trouble  to  the  houfe  by  the 
kind  of  life  he  propofed  to  lead.  Having  agreed  for 
the  price  of  his  penfion,  he  pitched  upon  the  rrioft  fo- 
Jitary  and  remote  apartment  in  the  houfe.  The 
neiglibourhood  of  a  very  thick  wood  had'  flattered 
his  melancholy.  He  caufed  fome  books  to  be  brought 
to  him  there,  v(,hich  he  defcribcd  by  their  titles  ;  and 
agreeing  with  the  fuperior,  ihat  he  v/ould  not  be 
dillurbed  by  any  pcrfon  in  the  world  in  this  retreat, 
if  he  did  not  fomeiimes  requeft  fuch  an  amuftment  him- 
felf, he  fhut  himfelf  up  in  it  in  a  graceful  manner,  to- 
gether with  his  valet  de  chambre,  an  hour  after  his  ar- 
arrival. 

As   an  event  fo  extraordinary  had  made   a  good 
deal    of   noife    in    the    houfe,     they  could  not  hear 
that   I  was  inquiring  after  it    with    much  curiofity, 
without   expreffing   as    much    carnellnefs    to   fee  and- 
Ucar   me.      My  dcfign    had    been    to    fend    for  the 

fupcricu" 
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fuperlor,  and  learn  from  his  own  mouth  what  I 
feared  I  had  only  an  Imperfc6l  information  of  be- 
fore ;  but  the  porter,  whom  1  was  yet  talking  to> 
fhewed  him  to  me  (landing  among  others,  whom  cu- 
riofity  had  brought  towards  me.  I  took  him  afide 
with  a  good  deal  of  precaution,  in  order  that  the  Veft 
fhould  not  fee  me  ;  being  apprehenfive  Icalt  the  Im- 
preflion  of  fo  remarkable  a  figure  as  mine  might  con- 
tinue in  their  minds,  and  from  thence  Patrick  might 
fooner  or  latter  come  to  undcrlland  that  I  had  difco- 
vered  the  place  of  his  retreat,  and  had  come  to  the 
monaftery  two  days  after  him.  From  the  firft  no- 
tion I  had  taken  of  his  projeft  upon  the  porter's  re- 
lation, far  from  finding  it  contrary  to  reafon,  I  was 
convinced  he  might  draw  great  advantage  from  it  for 
the  cftnblifhment  of  his  repofe  ;  and  I  had  taken  up  a- 
refolution  not  only  to  avoid  difturbing  him  by  my 
vifit  in  the  firft  experiment  of  his  folitudc,  but  to 
leave  him  even  ignorant  that  I  had  travelled  fo  clofc, 
on  his  heels.  Yet  I  was  well  pleafed  to  make  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  fuperior,  as  well  to  affure  my- 
felf  of  the  means  of  receiving  news  from  him  regularly, 
as  to  engage  him  by  my  civilities  to  contribute  all  in 
his  power  to  the  recovery  of  my  brother.  Without 
difcovering  myfelf  more  than  he  did  as  to  our  name* 
and  without  as  much  as  acquainting  him  how  near  I 
was  related  to  him  by  blood,  I  omitted  nothing  that 
might  make  him  dear  and  refpeftable  to  the  communi- 
ty ;  and  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  learning  from  the 
fuperior,  that  at  firft  fight  he  had  taken  all  the  fenti- 
ments  of  rcfpeft  and  friendfhip  for  him. 

My  heart  was  fo  comforted  by  this  happy  difco- 
very,  that  daring  to  promife  myfelf  already  the  moft 
agreeable  fruits  from  it,  I  thought  of  nothing  but  g©- 
ing  immediately  to  Paris  to  haften  the  cff"efts  of  them. 
Knowing  the  natural  goodnefs  and  piety  of  the  kingj 
I  had  no  fear  that  he  would  be  ofil-nded  at  the  choice 
my  brother  had  made  ;  and  I  had  not  the  leaft  doubt, 
but  that  with  the  inftruftions  Patrick  had  left  me  I 
fiiouM  cafily  fupply  his  abfcnce.      But  I  found  more 

pleafiirs^ 


The  Dean  of  Coleraine.         137 

plcafiire  yet  in  forefeeing  that  folltude,  reftoring 
him  by  little  and  little  to  that  tranquillity  of  mind  and 
heart,  which  he  had  for  a  long  time  loft,  his  rea- 
fon  would  fooner  or  later  affume  ftrength  enough  to 
make  him  fenfible  of  what  he  owed  to  Sarah  Fincer, 
and  to  difpofe  him  at  length  to  re-cftablifli  her  in  all 
the  rights  that  her  rival  had  ufurped.  I  for- 
bore fearing  any  thing  on  the  account  of  Donna 
Figucrrez.  I  had  no  doubt  but  flie  had  continued 
her  journey,  and  fince  I  had  left  her,  I  could 
not  defend  myfelf  from  a  fear  that  continually 
troubled  me  on  the  road.  If  I  had  in  Spain  but 
little  dreaded  the  love  flie  might  have  infpired 
my  brother  with;  (becaufe  being  there,  as  it  were,  on- 
the  theatre  ot  her  diforderly  courfes,  I  might  eve- 
ry moment  take  off  the  veil  from  the  eyes  of  Patrick, 
and  let  him  know,  either  by  my  own  account,  or  by 
the  relations  of  a  number  of  others,  that  her  conduct 
rendered  her  unworthy  of  the  hand  of  a  man  of  ho- 
nour;) I  had  not  the  fame  refource  in  France: 
On  the  contrary  I  apprehended,  that  the  diftin6lion, 
with  which  her  perfonal  merit,  and  the  quality  of 
relation  to  the  ambaffador  was  about  making  her 
iliinc  in  at  Paris,  was  not  fo  capable  of  dazzling  the 
eyes  of  Patrick,  as  her  removal  from  Madrid  would 
without  doubt  he  to  (hut  them  againft  thofe  reproaches 
and  accufations,  which  it  would  be  difficult  for  mc 
thtre  to  make  good  by  proofs.  I'he  choice  he 
had  made  difiipated  all  my  millrufts.  He  had  but 
little  affeftion  for  her,  fince  his  confufion  and  grief 
had  made  him  capable  of  leaving  her  without  regret  ; 
and  thougiiyfhc  ihould  join  to  all  the  charms  I  knev/ 
Hie  had,  all  the  prudence  fl»c  had  not,  to  attack  the 
heart  of  Patrick  with  fuch  forcible  arms,  I  Oiould 
propofe  to  myfelf  to  aA  fo  vigoroufly  in  favour  of  the 
unfortunate  Sarah,  and  by,ways  to  which  he  was  na- 
turally fo  fenfible,  that  1  thought  myfelf  already  al- 
moll  affured  of  viclory. 

I  cater-* 
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I  entertained  myfelf  with  thofe  thoughts  on  mf 
return  to  Orleans,  where  I  had  left  my  chaife, 
M'hen  putting  into  the  banks  of  the  Loire  to  get  out  of 
the  boat,  I  law  Donna  Figuerrcz  come  out  of  a  neigh- 
bouring houfe,  attended  by  her  fervants,  who  im- 
mediately came  up  to  me  with  as  much  joy  to  fee 
me  again,  as  I  felt  vexation  at  this  meeting.  I  im- 
inediatcly  undcrltood  what  brought  them  there. 
Having  purfued  my  brother's  Heps  and  mine,  they 
had  difcovered,  as  I  did,  at  the  j)oft-houfe  of  Orleans, 
that  Patrick  had  left  there  his  chaife  ;  and  an  eager- 
nefs  to  find  him  out  had  laid  hold  of  Donna  Figuerrez, 
After  a  great  many  hafty  fearches,  flie  came,  as  I  had 
done,  to  get  fome  imperfedt  accounts  of  him  on  the 
banks  of  the  Loire.  The  boatmen,  who  had  carried 
him  to  the  abbey,  not  having  had  time  at  their  re- 
turn to  relate  the  circumdances  of  their  voyage,  be- 
caufe  my  haftc  to  make  them  go  back  the  way  they 
came,  had  not  allowed  them  one  moment  to  rell^ 
Donna  Figuerrez  could  from  thence  gather  nothing 
clear  and  certain  of  the  end  of  our  journey.  She 
•waited,  as  I  had  done  before  her,  'til  they  fhould 
return,  to  afli  them  fome  queftions  ;  and  although  flic 
had  reafon  to  be  diffident  of  my  prtfence,  yet  it  ne- 
ver came  into  her  mind,  that  1  haa  tht  kad  iatereH  ia 
concealing  from  her  the  road  my  brother  went.       .  - 

Neverthelefs,  as  much  joy  as  I  faw  in  her  counte- 
nance, as  much  was  I  mortified  at  this  meeting  ;  and 
in  my  firft  perplexity  not  thinking  on  any  thing  rea- 
dy enough  to  deliver  me,  I  turned  about  to  the  two 
boatmen,  to  whom  I  promifed  double  the  fum  I  had 
agreed  for  my  paffage,  if  they  would  kee^  the  fecrct 
two  days.  Even  this  precaution  not  appearing  to 
me  fufficient,  I  defired  them  to  follow  me,  under 
pretence  of  paying  them  at  the  place  where  I  had 
left  my  chaife  ;  and  I  gave  orders  to  my  valet  to 
carry  them  there,  whilft  I  (liould  ftop'a  moment  with 
Donna  Figuerrez,  whom  it  was  impoflible  to  avoid. 
Indeed  (he  was  already  fo  near  me,  that  having 
made  me    fome    hafly  reproaches   on    my   departure, 

and 
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and  continuing  with  the  fame  nimblenefs  of  tongue, 
to  afk  me  where  I  had  left  my  l>rothcr,  1  could  find 
no  other  medium,  between  the  neceffity  of  be- 
traying my  fecret,  or  of  deceiving  her  by  a  lye,  than 
to  declare  to  her  bluntly  enough,  that  fhe  aiked  me  an 
idle  queftion.  She  was  offended  at  my  anfvver  ;  but 
aa  if  my  firft  harfhnefs  had  dlfpofed  me  further  to 
obferve  no  meafures  with  her,  I  reproached  her 
fo  briikly  for  the  indecency  of  the  motive  tliat 
made  her  go  in  queft  of  Patrick,  that  in  the 
confufion  (lie  felt  at  fome  of  my  words,  flie  ftood 
fpcechlefs,  and  fell  into  tears,  which  ihe  wiped 
away  with  her  handkerchief.  I  was  left  alone  by 
the  departure  of  Jacin  and  the  boatmen.  One  of 
her  fervants,  affronled  at  the  infult  I  had  ofFertd 
his  miftrefs,  advanced  fiercely,  and  treating  me  with 
an  affurance  that  furprifed  me  from  a  fervant, 
feemed  only  to  wait  for  a  word  of' her  mouth,  or  a 
wink  of  her  eye,  to  follow  his  abufivc  language 
with  blows.  His  violence  affrighted  me.  But  Donna 
Figuerrez  commanded  him  to  be  filent,  with  an  air  of 
authority,  that  obliged  him  to  be  \q  all  at  once  ; 
and  fhe  even  threatened  to  punifh  his  impudence,  that 
made  him  fail  in  rcfped  to  an  ecclefiaftic, 

I  (hould  have  paffcd  over  this  incident,  if  it  had 
not  taught  me  an  ofcful  lefTon,  that  I  have  found  the 
benefit  of  ever  fince.  Although  the  vexation  I  felt 
at  being  mal-treated,  added  to  the  hope  of  fucccfs 
by  the  way  1  had  taken  of  concealing  the  retreat  of 
my  brother,  made  me  immediately  be  gone,  yet  I 
could  not  think  on  the  imprclfion  my  words  had  made 
on  Donna  Viguerrez,  and  her  goodncfs  in  taking  part 
with  me  againft  her  fervant,  without  acknowledging 
myfelf  more  guilty  than  that  fancy  valet,  whofc  in- 
folcnce  had  offended  mc.  Do  then  the  cuftoms  of  the 
world,  and  the  politencfs  of  men,  infpire  more  foft- 
nefs  and  fweetnefs  of  temper  into  our  behaviour, 
and  more  regard  for  decency,  than  the  principles 
whicli   I  have   made  my  (ludy  all  my  life  ?  Such  was 

my 
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my  firft  reflexion.  Bat  is  it  not  I,  continued  I  im* 
mediately,  that  have  not  penetrated  far  enuup^h  into 
the  full  extent  of  my  principles  ?  And  pafling  through 
the  difcuflion  of  this  point  in  the  fame  method  I  had 
often  ufed,  I  found  indeed,  that  in  the  principle  of 
chriftian  charity  are  included  all  the  duties  of  po- 
}itenefs,  which  form  the  principal  band  of  civil  focie- 
ties.  Then  pufhing  further  this  obfervatlon,  I  con- 
cluded from  the  motive  of  charity,  which  always 
tends  to  the  good  of  our  neighbours,  with  a  propor- 
tion of  that  refpe6l  one  owes  to  the  weakeft,  that 
women,  from  an  infinite  nunriber  of  reafons  peculiar 
to  their  fex,  have  a  particular  right  to  this  fort  of 
regard,  which  is  named  politenefs,  and  confequently,  to 
negledl  to  pay  them  it,  is  in  forae  fort  a  double  failure 
^f  the  precept  of  charity. 

During  the  fervour  of  this  refteftion,  I  fhould  have 
returned  voluntarily  to  Donna  FIguerrez,  to  make  her 
an  apology  for  the  air  and  manner  of  fpeaking  I  had 
ufed  to  her,  if  I  had  not  thought  myfelf  excufed  from 
this  fort  of  reparation  by  the  fentiment  of  my  heart, 
wherewith*  I  promifed  heaven  to  lay  down  to  myfelf 
an  invariable  rule,  and  from  the  importance  it  was 
not  to  expofe  myfelf  ane^,v  to  be  prefTed  to  difcover  the 
retreat  of  Patrick.  The  merit  of  this  lady  appearing 
to  me  to  be  more  dangerous,  from  the  greatnefsof 
the  perfeftlons  I  ohferved  in  her,  I  began  to  fear 
more  than  ever  for  my  brother  ;  fo  that  not  thinking 
myfelf  fure  enough  of  the  boatmen  by  their  word,  and 
the  price  I  offered  to  pay  for  their  fidelity,  it  came  into 
my  mind  to  fend  them  far  from  Orleans  for  fome  days,, 
to  lay  them  under  a  neceffity  to  keep  their  promifes  to 
me  for  fo  long  a  time.  The  only  way  was  to  engage 
them  under  fome  pretence  to  follow  me  to  Paris* 
Intcreft  being  all  powerful  upon  people  who  gain  their 
livelihood  only  by  their  labour,  J  propofed  to  them» 
if  they  would  go  v  ith  me,  fuch  a  fum  of  money  as 
kion  difpofed  them  to  it. 

Thus 
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Thus  events  of  affairs,  and  the  necefllty  of  pro- 
viding for  all  circurn (lances,  formed  in  me  from  day 
to  day  a  fort  of  prudence,  of  which  I  never  could 
find  the  rules  in  my  lludy.  It  was  from  realonings 
of  this  nature  that  I  prepared  myfelf  for  the  p^art 
which  my  brother  had  given  me  in  charge  to  adl  at 
the  court  of  St  Germain.  Politics  had  never  made 
3  part  of  my  occupations  ;  but  confidering,  that  even 
for  the  honour  of  Patrick,  who  had  relied  upon  me 
for  the  execution  of  his  commlfTion,  I  ought  not  to 
appear  abfolutely  without  experience  and  judgment  in 
the  king's  eyes,  I  ftudied  the  inftru(5lIons  my  brother 
left  behind  him  with  fo  much  diligence,  and  from  his 
care  of  inclofing  in  them  a  number  Qf  interefting 
obfervatlons,  I  fo  perfedlly  put  myfelf  in  a  condition 
of  making  the  bell  of  them,  that  the  king  having 
done  me  the  honour  of  difcourfing  me  a  long  time 
in  his  clofct,  (liewed  a  high  fatisfacl;ion  in  my  brother's 
and  my  fervlccs.  He  fecmed  no  lefs  moved  at  the  ne- 
ccflity,  to  which  his  misfortunes  had  reduced  lilm,  of 
retiring  for  fome  time  into  folitude.  I  gave  no  other 
colour  to  his  choice,  and  the  king's  curiofity  ex- 
tending no  further  than  to  know  he  had  loll  his  wife, 
I  luckily  avoided  a  detail,  which  I  feared  his  orders 
would  have  obliged  me  to  h'^ve  given. 

Although  I  had  not  forgot,  in  leaving   Madrid,    to 

give  notice  of  our  departure  to  the  count  de  S . 

and  to  Sarah  Fincer,  my  defire  of  daily  maintaining 
not  only  the  liberty  of  regulating  the  duration  of 
our  joufney,  but  that  of  managing  the  clrcurailances 
of  our  arrival,  and  above  all  not  to  expofc  Patrick  to 
a  meeting  perhaps  with  Sarah  Fincer  the  ni(/ment  vvc 
lead  thought  of  it,  had  made  me  fpeak  of  our  jour- 
ney, and  of  the  day  we  might  cxpedl  to  be  at  Paris, 
as  of  two  things  equally  uncertain  Without  this 
precaution  1  could  not  doubt  but  Sarah  would  have 
come,  it  may  be,  a  good  way  to  meet  us.  But  being 
obliged  to  moderate  her  impatience,  I  found  her  at 
the  count's,  taken  up  witti  her  ordinary  employments, 

which 
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which  were  reading  and  working.  My  lord  Terter- 
niill  had  returned  from  Ireland  fome  weeks  before. 
The  noife  of  my  arrival  having  fpread  all  at  once 
through  the  houfe,  every  one  the  firft  moment  ga- 
thered about  me.  They  were  not  furprifed  to  fee  me 
without  Patrick.  He  had  gone  away  with  fo  much 
indifference  to  the  count^s  country  houfe,  that  fix 
months  abfence  might  not  have  diflipated  it  ;  and 
they  could  eafily  fancy  that  the  news  I  had  carried 
him  to  Spain  had  made  him  feel,  together  with  grief 
for  his  lofs,  a  very  ftrong  fenfe  of  fiiame  for  having 
voluntarily  drawn  on  himfelf  his  misfortunes  by  ex- 
cefs  of  prejudice,  of  which  all  the  advice  of  his 
friends  could  never  cure  him.  It  was  not  from  the 
firfl  moment  of  my  appearance  that  I  difcovered  the 
difpofitlons  of  all  the  dear  perfons  who  furrounded 
mc.  But  I  could  eafily  judge  that  Sarah  burned  with 
a  defire  of  drawing  me  afide  to  lay  open  her  thoughts 
to  me. 

I  (hewed  this  complaifance  to  her  defires  as  foon  as 
I  could  obtain  a  moment's  liberty.  All  my  ardour 
in  relating  to  her  what  1  had  ftcn,  or  what  other  cir- 
cumftanccs  had  thrown  in  my  way,  did  not  fufficiently 
equal  her  eagernefs.  She  vvifhed  to  have  heard 
every  thing  at  once,  and  pondering  neverthelefs  on 
each  word  I  fald,  (lie  would  have  the  particulars  "over 
again,  where  nothing  was  omitted  or  related  (lightly. 
I  could  not  avoid  bringing  Donna  Figuerrez  into  my 
ftory.  Patrick's  familiar  acquaintance  with  that 
lady  made  her  tremble  ;  (he  a(]<;ed  me  a  hundred 
queftions  about  her  chara(R:er,  even  after  I  had  drawn 
a  faithful  pi6lure  of  her  ;  and  upon  the  whole,  when  I 
had  come  to  the  events  of  our  return,  (he  afl^ed  me 
at  every  word,  if  it  were  pofTible  for  Patrick  not  to 
be  moved  at  her  refolution  of  following  him  ;  and  if 
I  were  convinced  that  in  the  complaifances  he  had 
(hewn  her  there  was  no  mixture  of  love.  But  having 
at  length  laid  open  to  ht-r  with  ihe  fame  exaftnefs  the 
part  he  had  chofen  to  a£l  at  Orleans,  obfcrving  to  her 

only 
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only  that  this  particular  of  my  ftory  was  a  confi- 
dence I  had  refolved  to  truli  to  no  body  but  her,  it 
feemed  to  me,  that  from  the  fatisfa6lion  flie  had  hi- 
therto fhewed  in  hearing  me,  (lie  paflVd  all  at  once  to 
give  fome  tokens  of  inquietude  and  forrow.  During 
a  long  difcourfe,  to  which  I  addtd  nothing  of  my 
own,  flic  had  perpetually  hoped  that  fome  circum- 
ilance  would  happen,  wherein  (he  might  hear  me  tell 
what  I  had  done  for  her  ;  but  the  feparation  of  Pa- 
trick, and  the  recital  of  the  journey  I  had  made  to 
the  folitude  he  had  retired  to,  making  her  plainly 
underftand  that  I  had  not  had  any  other  opportunity 
of  feeing  him  again,  (he  accufed  me  in  her  mind  for 
having  negledled  her  interells,  and  perhaps  went  fo 
far  as  to  fufpedl  me  of  having  favoured  the  preten- 
fions  of  Donna  Figuerrez.  Neverthelefs,  fhe  continued 
to  look  on  me  for  fome  time  with  fi»:nce,  even  after 
I  had  tinlfhed  my  ftory,  as  if  flie  yet  flattered  hcrfelf 
I  was  about  adding  fomething  to  it  relating  to  her,  or 
that  having  forgot  fomething  that  regarded  her,  the 
attention  I  fliewcd  to  her  concerns  was  about  afiiiiing 
me  in  recollcfting  it.  At  length,  lofing  all  hopes, 
Ah  !  my  dear  dean,  faid  flie,  fliedding  fome  tears, 
you  have  not  remembered  either  my  entreaties  or 
your  promifes  ;  or  if  they  have  induced  you  to  at- 
tempt any  thing  in  the  behalf  of  an  unhappy  friend, 
your  fi'ence  gives  me  too  well  to  underftand  that  no- 
thing has  fucceeded  with  you.  This  con\pIaiut  moved 
me  fenfibly.  I  fliould  have  forcfeen,  anf^'crcd  I, 
that  yoi^would  have  throvv[j  thefc  reproaches  on  me, 
and  I  fliould  not  have  failed  in  finding  out  juil  reafons 
to  anticipate  them.  Nothing  indeed  had  been  fo  eafy 
as  to  have  obferved  in  the  courfc  of  my  ftory,  tliat 
having  put  off  the  difcovcries  I  had  made  my  brother 
to  almoft  the  end  of  my  journey,  there  could  be  but 
little  appearance  that  in  a  fpacc  fo  fljort  I  could  have 
fiund  means  of  making  him  other  projjofals.  I  had  not 
fcen  him  even  once  fince  I  inforintd  him  of  his  misfor- 
tune. But  being  able  in  a  manner  to  anfwer  that  he  had 

nothing 
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nothing  in  his  heart  but  forrow,  and  recalling  iht 
fentiments  which  I  had  known  him  always  have  for 
her,  I  could  not  have  fcrupled  to  flatter  htr  by  the 
moil  fweet  conjedlures.  It  was  to  this  point  I  bent 
my  ftrength,  when  1  faw  the  need  (he  had  of  fuch 
alfiftance  5  and  had  no  difficulty  in  giving  hope  an 
entrance  into  a  heart  fo  much  inflamed  by  its  paf- 
fions.  I  was  about  propofing  to  her  to  join  ourfelvea 
together,  to  deliberate  upon  the  difcretion  and  caution 
that  decency  required  of  her;  but  flie  herfelf  having 
more  than  one  propofal  to  make,  afl<:ed  me  what  I 
thought  of  my  lord  Tenermlll,  who,  without  con- 
ceiving that  (he  could  preferve  the  leaft:  inclination  for 
Patrick,  had  conltantly  prefled  her  fiuce  his  return  to 
fhorten  his  amorous  fufferings,  which  he  believed  fiie 
had  manifeftly  deterniined  to  put  an  end  to  one  day 
of  other.  He  hud  afic<?ted  openly  to  take  a  pride  in  his 
hopes,  and  declaring  that  he  had  forgot  the  conditions 
to  which   he  had  fubmiited  before  his  departure,    he 

had  often   employed  the  count  and  counttfs  of  S 

to  follicit  Sarah  to  forget  them  as  he  had  done.  She 
(who  had  fancied  hericlf  obliged  to  a  thoufand  ma- 
nagements in  a  houfe,  which  flie  jiad  more  interefl 
than  ever  not  to  quit^  and  who  not  daring  to  promife 
hcrfclf  any  thing  from  Patrick,  had  yet  iefs  courage 
to  open  the  defires  of  her  heart)  had  lived  under  a 
perpetual  conftraint,  having  not  even  the  confolatlon 
of  difburdening  herfelf,  by  imparting  her  gtief  to  the 
trull  of  any  friend.'  I  do  not  relate  to  you,  faid  flie, 
half  of  the  perfecutions  I  have  fuffered  /rom  my 
lord  Tenermlll,  and  I  cannot  think  but  they  will  in- 
creafe,  when  he  underltands  the  affe<Slion  I  have  al- 
ways conferved  for  his  brother. 

1  had  ften  by  experience  fo  many  diforders  caufed 
by  love,  that  I  could  not  look  on  the  apprchenfions 
of  Sarah  as  vain'  terrors.  Neverthelefs,  the  opinion 
I  had  of  the  difpofitlon  of  Tenermlll,  fquared  but 
little  with  that  excefs  of  pafiion  by  which  he  was  like 
to  become  troublefome  or  formidable  to    the  perfon 

he 
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he  loved.  I  imparted  this  thought  to  Sarah.  She 
agreed,  that  in  his  looks  and  applications  (he  never  re- 
marked that  air  of  paflion  which  is  the  chara^- 
teriftick  of  hearts  in  love,  and  of  which,  (he  con- 
fcffed  to  me  with  a  fmiie,  fhe  had  l»y  long  experience 
learned  to  judge.  But  his  language,  added  fhe,  i* 
not  therefore  a  whit  the  lefs  prefling  ;  and  if  it  be 
not  love  that  prevails  on  him  to  importune  me  by  fucli 
eager  folicitations,  I  fhould  dread  even  more  ano- 
ther paflion,  that  fliould  be  ftrong  enough  to  ad^  fo 
powerfully  under  the  maflv  of  a  falfe  pretended  love. 
Without,  anfwered  I,  believing  his  love  to  be  falfe 
or  pretended,  one  may  attribute  the  efFtfts,  of  which 
you  complain,  to  fomc  more  powerful  paflion,  from 
■which  it  borrows  a  fliarc  of  its  ardour.  My  lord 
Tencrmill  interrupted  us  this  moment,  begging  leave 
to  make  one  in  our  CQUverfation.  -The  tone  he  af- 
fumed  in  my  prefence  feemed  to  juftify  the  com- 
plaints of  Sarah.  He  upbraided  her  for  the  re- 
iiftance  (he  had  made  to  his  happincfs,  and  calling^ 
me  for  a  witnefs  to  the  former  vivacity  of  his 
love,  he  protelU-d  it  with  fome  military  oaths,  which, 
his  late  expedition  to  Ireland  had  but  too  much  in- 
creafed.  I  confefs,  that  being  accuftomed  to  the 
tender  languors,    and    refpe6lful    eagerncfs,    whether 

of  Patrick  and    the   count   de   S ,   or   whether" 

of  Sarah  and  the  countefs,  I  could  not  in  thi» 
cavalier  air  difcover  the  charatfler  of  that  love, 
of  wliich  I  had  formed  to  myfelf  an  idea  from 
the  cxaqaple  of  others. 

I  ft)on  unr-ivclled  this  myftcry.  Going  out  with 
him  from  Sarah's  apartment,  he  fpoke  of  the 
dcfign  of  his  marriage  with  the  fame  ardour, 
but  wlih  an  air  lefs  (ludicd.  After  fome  decent 
remarks  on  the  notions  he  had  of  my  friendfliip, 
he  told  me,  that  1  was  luckily  arrived  to  take  fliare 
in  thofe  things  which  he  had  in  cxpedatlon,  atf 
the  mod  advantageous  for  liimfclf,  and  mod  glori- 
ous for  his  family  ;  that  it  was  a  fccrct  yet 
known    to    none    but    the    king  himfclf.     While   he 
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was  in  Ireland,  fortune  had  fo  far  favoured  him  as 
to  give  him  the  opportunity  of  being  uftful  to  the 
king's  fervice  in  an  affair  of  great  importance.  His 
tnajefty,  who  did  not  think  himfelf  difpenfed  from 
(hewing  his  gratitude  for  an  obligation  wherein  his 
fubjeds  were  ferviceable  to  him,  had  loaded  him  with 
carefTes  on  his  return,  and  giving  him  room  to  hope 
for  every  thing  from  his  favours,  had  declared, 
under  the  obligation  of  fecrecy,  that  if  he  could 
augment  his  fortune  by  an  advantageous  marriage, 
liis  defign  was  to  create  him  a  duke.  Judge,  faid 
he,  if  with  the  tender  affeclions  you  have  for  a  long 
time  known  me  to  have  for  Sarah,  I  am  not  flrongly 
snterefted  to  prefs  her  to  accept  my  hand.  I  dare 
not,  added  he,  improve  this  motive,  which  would 
perhaps  diminifli  fomething  from  the  opinion  (he  has 
of  my  love,  and  moreover  the  king's  commands 
oblige  me  to  filence.  But  to  you,  whofe  difcretion 
equals  your  wifdom,  I  make  no  difficulty  to  difco- 
ver  myfelf,  with  the  hopes  that  you  will  aid  me  in 
obtaining  Sarah's  confent,  which  mufl  feal  my  for- 
tune and  happinefs. 

Words  fo  clear  and  open  would  have  removed 
all  Sarah's  doubts,  if  I  had  been  at  liberty  to 
communicate  to  her  what  my  brother  imparted,  to 
me  as  a  fecret.  But  her  reflection  on  the  force  of  a 
paflion,  that  was  capable  of  lending  ardour  to  love, 
became  from  hence  more  demonftrable  to  me.  It 
feemed  a  matter  indifputable,  that  Tenermill,  looking 
on  his  marriage  with  her  as  the  foundation  of  his 
fortune,  would  take  every  thing  one  might  attempt 
againft  a  hope  fo  flattering  to  his  ambition,  as  fo 
many  proofs  of  hatred.  Haughty  and  imperious  as 
he  was,  I  doubted  whether  he  would  pardon  even  his 
brother  the  conteft:  with  him  for  a  heart,  to  which 
he  imagined  his  long  fcrvices  had  given  him  a  jufl 
claim.  Thus  nothing  could  become  fo  delicate  as 
my  fituation,  under  the  neceflity  I  was  of  coming 
to  explanations  with  him  in  condu£ling  the  Int^'reit 
of   Sarah,    which   all  the  world  was  not  capable  of 
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making  me  abandon.  I  drew  myfelf  nevcrthelefs 
out  of  fuch  a  preffing  perplexity  by  an  equivocal 
anfwer,  which  I  was  convinced  he  would  take  in  a 
fenfe  the  mod  favourable  to  his  own  love.  Having 
firll  complimented  him  upon  the  king's  favour,  if 
Sarah,  faid  I,  has  a  relifli  for  grandeur,  (he  will 
without  doubt  be  in  hafte  to  meet  your  eagcrnefs, 
and  without  betraying  the  fecret  impofed  on  you,  I 
promife  you  to  give  her  room  enough  to  guefs  at 
what  your  aims  for  her  tend.  He  feemed  fatisfied 
with  this  promife.  My  defign  was  indeed  not  to 
conceal  from  Sarah,  that  it  was  the  ambition  of 
Tencrmill  fhe  ought  to  be  upon  her  guard  againfl:,  and 
having  given  her  this  advice  the  fame  day,  I  did 
not  in  the  leaft  perceive  that  thefe  hopes  of  gran- 
deur, which  I  explained  to  her  in  a  loofe  and  inde- 
terminate manner,  had  made  impreflion  enough  on 
her  heart,  to  combat  thereby  for  one  moment  her 
love. 

On  the  contrary,  if  I  had  yielded  to  her  propofals, 
fhe  would  have  gone  a  few  days  after  to  live  in  Pa- 
trick's folitude.  It  came  into  her  mind,  that  with- 
out letting  him  know  fhe  was  in  his  neighbourhood, 
fhe  could  eafily  hire  a  houfe  in  the  fame  village. 
From  the  thoughts  alone  of  breathing  there  the  fame 
air  with  him,  and  of  procuring  there  every  day 
news  of  his  fituation,  whereljy  to  regulate  her  joy 
and  grief  from  the  accounts  (he  (hould  receive 
of  his  health  and  rcpofe,  (he  formed  in  her 
imagination  the  plan  of  a  life  mod  pleafant  and 
happy.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  to  perfuadc 
her  to  lay  afide  this  project  ;  and  I  did  fo  only  by 
promifing  her  immediately  to  take  a  journey  to  tlie 
abbey  to  fee  him,  and  talk  to  him,  and  to  try  his 
pulfe  whether  he  had  yet  remaining  awy  inclination 
for  her. 

1    (liould     hare    poftponed     this    journey     but    a 

fliort   time,   though    I    had   made    no  fuch  promife  to 

Sarak.     Befidcs  the  inquietude  with  which  L  was  per* 
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p€tua]]y  filled  for  the  health  of  fo  dear  a  brothci*j 
I  had  been  under  a  neccflily  of  cxcufing  his  delay  un- 
d^r  the  pretext  of  ficknefs,  which  I  fliould  have 
badly  fupported,  if  I  had  let  too  long  an  interval 
/lip  without  pretending  at  leaft    to    return    to    him. 

The  count  de  S and  my  lord  Tenermill  had  often 

defired  to  go  and  fee  him  themfelves  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Orleans,  where  I  had  told  them  hrc  had  been 
obliged  to  flop.  Neverthelefs,  not  havlngexplainedmy- 
felf  to  them  upon  the  kind  of  ficknefe  he  had,  or 
not  having  fpoken  to  them  oF  It  in  a  manner  capable 
of  alarming  them,  they  relied  as  to  his  fituation  upon 
the  tranquillity  I  afFe(3:ed,  and  of  which  they  could 
not  have  thought  me  capablcj  if  he  had  been  in 
the  leaft  danger.  I  pitched  upon  the  day  they  leaft 
expe6led  for  my  departure,  to  prevent  the  defire 
cither  of  them  might  itavc  had  to  bear  me  compa- 
ny. I  neverthelefs  gave  Sarah  an  account  of  it; 
What  did  fhe  not  fay  to  rae  upon  this  occafion  ?  With 
what  ardour,  v/ith  what  affedlion  did  (he  not  re- 
commend to  me  the  care  of  his  happinefs,  and  the 
concern  of  his  life  ?  I  paffed  a  whole  night  in  re- 
ceiving the  fentinients  of  her  heart,  and  in  repeat- 
ing the  expreffions  fhe  defired  I  would  ufe  to  my 
.brother. 

Ihad  nobody  but  Jacin  with  me.  Before  I  fhewed 
myfelf  at  the  abbey,  I  thought  proper  to  difpatch 
Jacin  thither,  to  obtain  fome  informations  upon  the 
changes  that  might  have  happened  fince  my  lall  jour- 
ney to  it.  He  reported  indeed  two  pieces  of  news, 
which  eaufed  me  more  furprife  than  I  could  have 
ever  cxpedled  from  It  :  One  was,  that  Patrick,  whofe 
name  they  did  not  yet  know,  had  propofed  to  the 
fupcrior  to  be  admitted  among  the  number  of  the 
religious  ;  the  other,  that  this  worthy  man  had  made 
a  difficulty  of  doing  fo  from  this  reafon  alone,  that 
having  conceived  an  high  Idea  of  my  brother,  from 
divers  reafons,  which  had  ferved  as  a  foundation  to 
his  fconjcdurcs,  he  feared  he  fhould  draw  on  himfelf 
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fome  reproach  by  complying  with  his  inftances, 
which  did  not  feem  to  him  to  proceed  from  a  tran- 
quillity of  heart  and  mind. 

To  what  an  excefs  of  trouble  did  I  not  fancy  th« 
forrowful  Patrick  was  come,  to  be  capable  of  fab- 
mitting  to  fuch  violent  extremities  ?  With  an  high  re- 
fpe6l  to  religion,  I  had  always  known  him  have  fo 
great  an  eftrangement  from  thofe  fingular  methods  of 
piety,  that  I  have  been  obliged  a  thoufand  times  to 
oppofe  his  averfion  and  prejudices  againd  the  genera- 
lity of  religious  focieties.  In  the  diforder  I  imagined 
his  reafon  to  be,  was  it  to  grace  I  could  afcribe  the 
change  of  his  notions,  and  did  it  not  rather  appear, 
that  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  vanquished  by  dtlpair, 
he  fought  an  end  of  it  by  a  remedy  even  nnore  ter- 
rible than  his  troubles  ;  as  a  madman  throws  him- 
felf headlong  into  an  abyfs,  or  voluntarily  buries 
a  poinard  in  his  heart  ?  It  was  time  then  to  force  him 
from  his  folitude,  and  to  make  him  hear  againft  hia 
inclinations  every  thing  that  my  zeal  had  made  me 
confider  for  calming  his  heart.  But  what  advantages 
had  I  to  expedl  for  Sarah's  hopes,  and  what  little  ap- 
pearance did  I  fee  of  being  able  to  turn  all  the  in- 
ftrudions  fhe  had  given  me  in  charge,  at  ray  depar- 
ture, to  a  good  ufc  ? 

I  repaired  immediately  to  the  abbey,  and  adding 
leave  of  the  religious  to  talk  to  their  folitary,  I  faw 
myfelf  expofed  to  a  refufal  out  of  a  fear  of  griev- 
ing him  by  a  violation  of  his  orders.  Neverthelcrf) 
my  intreaties,  and  the  pretence  of  many  important 
affairs,  prevailed  on  the  fuperior  to  undertake  the 
trouble  of  making  him  conlent  to  my  viht.  He 
conduced  me  to  the  door  of  the  apartment,  and 
going  in  before  to  tell  him  of  my  coming  under  the 
bare  name  of  an  ccclcfiaUic,  who  expreffed  a  great 
defirc  to  fee  him,  he  returned  with  permifTion  to 
bring  me  in.  Patrick  had  no  fooner  cad  his  eyes  on 
me,  than  turning  away  his  face.  Ah  !  cried  lie,  it 
itj  he  himfelf,  I  midruIUd  it  at  the  fir /I  word  of  the 
G  3  fuperior. 
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fuperior.  Ah  !  What  Inlerefl:  do  3'ou  find  in  pur- 
fuing  mc,  added  he,  fixing  on  mc  at  length  his  looks 
altered  by  his  tedious  trouble  ;  how  have  you  dif- 
covered  a  retreat,  in  which  I  thought  myfelf  for- 
gotten by  all  men  ?  But  you  do  not  come  out  of  fca- 
fon,  added  he  again,  and  you  will  find  me  in  thofe 
difpofitions  which  are  agreeable  to  your  principles. 

For  my  part,  I  looked  on  him  with  an  eye  much 
more  attentive  than  his,  and  fcarce  knowing  him 
again  ur^der  the  fadncfs  and  dejeftion  in  which  I 
faw  him  plunged,  I  admired  that  fo  fhort  a  fpace 
could  make  fuch  an  alteration  in  his  face-  Every  thing 
about  him  feemed  difpofed  to  keep  his  grief  in  coun- 
tenance ;  a  fuit  of  dark  purple  hangings,  not  capa- 
ble of  refleding  the  rays  of  light  ^  fome  chairs  pla- 
ced without  order,  upon  which  his  cloaths  and  books 
•were  confufedly  fcattered  ;  his  windows  half  clofed, 
to  fhut  out  the  light  of  the  fun,  as  if  he  feared  it 
would  difpell  the  natural  gloominefs  ;  and  in  the 
neighbouring  places  a  filcnce  fo  profound,  that  one 
could  not  hear  in  them  even  the  chirpings  of  birds^ 
or  the  whifperings  of  the  wind.  Thefc  melancholy 
appearances  infpired  in  me  a  fhare  of  that  for- 
row,  that  feemed  to  be  diffufcd  all  around  me.  The 
anfwer  I  made  Patrick  exprefled  a  feeling  of  this 
impreffion  ;  it  was  fhort  and  mournful  :  Surprifcd 
myfelf  that  the  fenfes  had  fo  great  an  empire  over 
reafon,  I  fat  down  fighing ;  and  waited  till  he 
opened  a  converfation,  that  I  had  not  the  power  to 
begin. 

He  kept  iilence  for  fome  moments,  as  if  he  had 
been  moved  by  mine,  or  as  if  he  were  in  fearch  of 
terms  proper  to  exprefs  himfelf  in.  At  length  break- 
ing it  with  an  air,  in  which  tendernefs  feemed  to 
take  the  upper- hand  of  grief,  by  whatever  way, 
faid  he,  you  have  difcovercd  my  retreat,  I  owe  you 
my  thanks  and  gratitude  for  the  motive  that  has 
led  you  here.  This  can  only  be  a  fentiment  of  your 
ancient    friendfliip,    and     I     fee     moreover    in    your 

eyea^ 
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eyes  nothing  but  the  pity  which  my  fituation  has  in- 
fpired  you  with.  Do  not  think  continued  he,  that 
it  is  love  torments  me  with  fo  much  violence.  The 
force  of  honour,  and  the  power  of  a  juft  refent- 
ment,  have  effaced  even  the  lad  t'.aces  of  that  pafiion 
out  of  my  heart.  I  think  no  more  of  that  per- 
fidious woman  than  to  deteft  her  memory ;  and 
when  at  firft  5'ou  faw  in  me  an  appearance  of  trouble, 
capable  perhaps  of  carrying  me  to  fatal  extremities, 
I  was  lorn  in  pieces  much  more  cruelly  by  ihame 
than  gritf.  I  even  confcfs  to  you,  that  by  retiring 
to  this  folitude,  I  thought  of  nothing  but.  to  avoid 
you,  and  every  one  elfe,  vvhofe  looks  could  be  to  me 
a  punifhment  :  I  could  not  bear  the  prefcnce  of  fo 
many  virtuous  and  difcreet  friends,  who  had  per- 
haps forefeen  my  infamy,  when  they  oppofed  my  fa- 
tal marriage,  and  who  had  in  all  appearance  this 
rcafon  only  for  condemning  it.  Alas  !  added  he,  in- 
terrupting his  thoughts,  you  will  agree  neverihelefs, 
that  if  I  have  been  deceited  by  the  moft  black  per- 
fidy, it  was  by  an  outfide  I  was  deceived,  which 
might  have  plunged  the  wifefl  of  men  into  the  fame 
.error. 

What  then,  added  he,  has  brought  me  to  this 
place,  is  no  more  than  the  fear  of  infamy  and  ridi- 
cule, a  thought  fo  dreadful  and  unfupportable  to  the 
heart  of  a  man  of  honour,  that  it  would  have 
made  me  take  all  forts  of  methods  to  deliver  me 
from  it,  at  lead  for  fo  long  a  time  as  I  have  thought 
it  neceffarily  faftencd  to  my  misfortune.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  after  having  had  my  heart  gnawed  with  it  for 
fome  weeks,  Icfs  confufed  notions  have  led  me  to 
other  refle6lion8  ;  I  am  convinced,  by  fliaking  off  the 
yoke  of  prejudice,  that  it  is  only  a  falfe  and  fenfe- 
lefs  opinion,  that  can  make  the  honour  of  a  man  de- 
pend on  the  condudl  of  a  wife  and  the  fucccfs  of  a 
marriage.  Thcfe  arguments  appear  to  me  fo  ma- 
nlfcit,  according  even  to  the  weight  and  confidera- 
tion  of  reafon  and  religion,  that  exalting  mc  above 
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my  firll  terrors,  I  fhould  without  hefitation  hare 
quitted  my  retreat,  if  1  had  not  had  over  and  above 
another  motive  to  ftay  me  here.  But  it  is  now  I  am 
about  informing  you  of  my  real  weaknefles,  which 
you  never  yet  have  been  able  to  penetrate.  I  dif- 
cover  them  to  you  with  fo  much  the  more  confidence, 
as  your  arrival  appears  in  my  eyes  a  favour  from  bea- 
ten, in  the  necefiity  I  ftand  of  a  guide. 

I  was  fo  delighted  to  hear  him  fpeak  this  language, 
that  without  forefeeing  to  what  point  his  dif- 
courfe  was  going  to  lead  me,  being  equally  moved 
by  the  affurance  he  gave  me  of  his  cure,  and  by 
the  hope  that  fprang  up  in  me  of  being  able  to  fervc 
Sarah  Fincer  to  purpofe,  I  could  not  forbear  inter- 
rupting him,  to  fhew  him  marks  as  much  of  my  fur- 
prifc  as  joy.  I  even  embraced  him  with  a  light- 
nefs  of  heart,  which  broke  out  in  the  moft  lively 
and  affe6lionate  congratulations.  But,  as  if  he  was 
prepared  to  give  me  fucccffive  proofs  of  all  kinds  of 
furprife,  he  haftily  enough  drew  himfelf  from  be- 
tween my  arms,  and  looking  on  me  with  the  fame 
air  with  which  he  had  at  firft  began  his  difcourfe. 
For  what  do  you  congratulate  me,  faid  he,  and  what 
ful)je6t  of  joy  can  you  then  find  amidft  the  griefs 
that  devour  me  ?  This  queftion,  and  the  gloomy  and 
ferious  air  that  continued  to  fway  in  his  counte- 
nance, made  me  return  to  my  chair,  where  I  fat 
down  in  a  filencc,  that  left  him  full  liberty  to  rcfume 
his  difcourfe. 

If,  faid  he,  any  expreflion  has  efcaped  me  that  bears 
a  refemblance  of  joy,  it  is  much  belied  by  the  for- 
row  of  my  thoughts.  In  recovering  my  heart  to 
its  natural  date,  by  the  victory  I  have  obtained  over 
the  palfions  I  have  defcribed  to  you,  I  feel  myfelf 
more  unhappy  a  thoufand  times,  than  when  I  was  in 
fo  violent  a  fituation.  I  am  ignorant  how  it  hap- 
pens with  the  ordinary  rank  of  men  ;  but  if  any  be 
found  among  them,  to  whom  the  common  occupa- 
tions  of  hfc,    or   even   the   wealth   that  depends   on 
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fortune,    can  procurt  a  perfect  tranquillity,   I  congra- 
tulate them   for  their  happinefs.     My   humour   is   to 
feci    an    unfurmountable     heavinefs    in   the    midft   of 
every   thing   that   bears     the    name  of   pleafure   snd 
amufemcnt.      I   have   thought   a  long  time,  that  this 
15  a  dtfevfl   of  which    I   ought   to  accufe  nature  ;  but 
the   pangs     I     have   found   in    love   have   taught   me 
wherein    fhe  has    placed    for   me   my  true  happinefs  ; 
and  I  have  pitied   the   reft  of  mankind,  when    I  have 
known   myfelf  to   be   fo   fupcrior  to   them   by  thofe 
afFedions    and    relifhes,    to   which     no    man    in    the 
world  has    ever   yet   been   fo    fenfibic   as    I.     Never- 
thelefs,  after  an   experiment   full  of  charms,     I  have 
feen    myfelf  deprived   all   at  once   of   my  happinefs, 
and  my  lofs   is  fo  much  the  more  terrible,   that  if  the. 
only   objedl,  to   which    I   thought   my  happinefs  &t«-- 
tached,  could   betray  me   with   a  lliamefnl  perfidy,.  I 
have  no  hopes  ever  to  find   one   again,  to   whom   nay 
heart  can   Surrender  itfelf  up  with  the  fame  degree  of 
confidence.     Thus,  whilft    not   only  all    my  love   re- 
mains, but   I   have  even  obtained    a  certainty,  that.it 
is  only  in   the   excrcife    of  it  I   can  he  happy,   I  find 
myfelf  condemned   all  my  life   to    the  want  of  fo  nc- 
ceflary  a  blefling,  by  a  cruel  miftruft,  which  will-hin- 
der me  for  ever  to   place  the  Icaft  reliance  on  the  out- 
fide  of  a   woman,  after   having    been    fa  barbarouHy 
deceived  by  mine.     Perhaps,  continued  Patrick,  this 
language  may  appear  ftrange  to  you  ;  but  fhe.vv  me  a 
heart  fo  tender  as  mine,  it   will   eafily  underftand  me. 
My  difgull  for   the  world,  fince  1  thus  dcfpair  to  find 
in  it  the  fole  happinefs  on  which  I  fix  a  real  value, 
has  arofe  to  this  point,  fo  as  to  make  mc  think  of  for- 
faking   it   by  uniting    myfelf  for   ever   to  this  abbey. 
I   fhall   not   find   in    it  ihofe    things  that  the  world 
cfleeme  moft  pleafurabic  ;  but  I  conceive  that   I  may 
there  hope  for  other  bleflings,  to   which   the  world  is. 
a  ftrangcr  ;  and  I  Ihall  be  at  leaft  delivered  from  the 
neccflity  that   my  birth  impofcs  on   mc  of  procuring 
r'rher,  which  I  dcfpife,  or  honours,  of  which  I  know 
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the  vanity,  or  of  fubje(!llng  myfelf  to  a  thoufand 
complaiTances,  which  1  look  upon  as  the  moft  childifh 
and  vain  of  all  fiaveries.  They  have  here,  added 
he,  rcjeded  my  propofal,  from  fome  difficulties  that 
you  may  remove  ;  and  I  hope  your  zeal  will  in- 
duce you  to  favour  a  defign  which  I  think  conform- 
able to  your  maxims. 

Upon  finifhing  thefe  words,  he  lightly  fkipped  off 
his  chair,  as  if  he  had  found  himfelf  more  at  liberty 
from  a  difcharge  of  his  burden  ;  and  walking  at  a 
great  rate  about  the  chamber,  he  feemcd  to  wait 
impatiently  for  my  anfwer.  Although  Jacin's  in- 
formation had  prepared  me  for  what  I  had  juft  heard, 
I  yet  ranked  my  ideas  in. order,  that  I  might  unfold 
myfelf  with  the  more  pcrfpicuity  and  force.  He 
turned  to  me  with  the  air  of  a  man,  whofe  mind 
feemed  to  be  taken  up  with  fome  reflections.  I  will 
not  at  all  conceal  from  you,  fald  he,  what  has  hap- 
pened to  me  fome  days  paft.  Donna  Figuerrez,  who, 
like  you,  has  dlfcovered  the  place  of  my  retreat,  has 
©ffered  me  her  heart  by  a  very  afifedlionate  letter  ; 
and  would  make  me  confider  it  as  a  happy  lot  to  unite 
myfelf  to  her.  But  if  the  knowledge  I  have  of  her 
charms  has  awaked  my  natural  tendernefs,  I  am 
far  from  difcovering  in  her  all  the  qualities  that  my 
heart  requires  in  being  affefted  to  her.  Such  as 
I  know  in  her  would  never  make  me  chufe  her  but 
for  an  agreeable  friend,  and  of  all  women  in  the 
world  it  is  fhe  who  could  infpire  me  the  moft  with 
miftrud  and  fear  in  love.  I  obferved  to  her,  added 
he,  in  my  anfwer,  that  my  prcfent  difpofition  did  not 
indulge  me  in  any  thing  for  her  but  acknowledgment 
and  eltecm. 

This  difcovery  made  me  make  fome  alteration 
in  the  anfwer  I  was  mufing  upon  ;  for  in  my  defign 
of  feeling  his  pulfe  as  to  his  inclination  for  Sarah, 
I  had  thoughts  to  have  named  Donna  Figuerrez  with 
her,  to  judge  better  of  his  fcntiments  by  this  trial. 
But  I  was  from  his  words  better  fatisfied  to  have  one 
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obftaclc  the  lefs  to  furmount,  having  always  had  fome 
tendency  to  bellcve>  that  he  was  better  difpofed,  than 
he  was  willing  to  be  thought,  for  this  Spanlfli  lady. 
The  defcriptlon  he  had  given  me  of  his  inward 
ftruggles,  the  idea  he  was  willing  to  give  me  of 
his  troubles,  and  even  the  refolution  he  had  form- 
ed of  quitting  the  world,  gave  me  fo  little  per- 
plexity, that  without  ftaying  to  make  him  fuperfiuous 
remonllranccs,  I  was  refolved  to  come  all  of  a  fud- 
den  to  propofals  more  capable  of  flattering  his  heart» 
It  fufficed  me  to  think,  that  even  with  the  character 
he  had  given  of  himfelf,  and  which  1  had  long  fince 
difcovered,  religious  folitude  was  what  would  .|)e  fo 
little  fultablc  to  him,  that  I  fhould  think  myfelf  au- 
thorifcd  by  all  forts  of  rights,  without  any  other 
explanation,  to  infpire  him  with  fuch  fentlments  as 
fhould  agree  better  with  his  age,  his  natural  quali- 
ties, and  the  fituation  In  which  he  already  flood  in 
the  world.  My  zeal  for  religion  had  not  fo  much 
blinded  me  as  to  make  mc  take  the  agitations  of  an 
•tmquiet  heart  for  the  call  of  heaven  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  high  opinion  I  had  of  a  religious  life, 
I  never  thought  ft  was  a  choice  to  which  all  the 
world  was  called  without  dlftlndllon.  In  one  word, 
the  piety  I  required  of  my  brothers  was  that  which 
agreed  with  the  duties  of  a  civil  life,  under  the 
different  conditions  \x\  which  the  author  of  reli- 
gion had  placed  us  ;  and  I  thought  the  vocation  mark- 
ed out  by  their  birth  and  perfonal  qualities  fuch  as 
might  render  them  ufeful  to  foclety. 

According  to  thefe  principles,  upon  which  Pa- 
trick had  not  done  me  juftlce  enough,  I  feparatcd 
from  my  anfwer  every  thing  different  from  the  mo- 
tive that  brought  me  there  ;  and  fccking  only  to  do  a 
fcrvlce  to  Sarah  Fincer,  the  utility  of  which  fcemcd 
to  me  to  be  equal  as  to  him,  I  rcfled  myfelf  on  that 
difpofitlon  of  heart,  which  he  had  confcffed  to  me, 
and  that  I  had  already  known  fo  well.  I  could  not 
have  believed,  faid   I,    that  with  the  charadlcr  you 
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afcrlbe  to  yourfelf,  an  unhappy  choice,  which  nev«r 
had. been  made  (If  you  will  fuffer  me  to  call  back  the 
memory  of  it)  with  the  cares  and  precautions  re- 
quired by  wifdom,  atid  which  was  only  (to  explain 
myfclf  yet  with  more  freedom)  an  inconfiderate  paf- 
lion  of  your  early  youth,  ought  to  take  away  from 
you  all  hopes  of  fucceeding  more  happily  in  fa- 
tisfylng  your  heart.  There  are  women  of  merit 
and  approved  virtue  ;  fuch  who  to  the  charms  of 
beauty  and  wit  have  joined  all  thofe  qualities,  which 
you  do  not  find  in  Donna  Figuerrez  ;  fuch  as  you  might 
have  found  in  Sarah  Finccr,  if  your  unhappy  paffion 
had.  not  made  you  break  thofe  bonds,  which  ought  to 
have  united  you  for  ever  to  a  woman  fo  amiable. 
During  this  time  I  obfervcd  his  countenance,  and  nat 
fufferlng  his  leaft  motion  to  efcape  me,  I  hoped,  m 
fpite  of  him,  to  have  penetrated  into  his  inclinationg. 
Never  Lad  artifice  and  fubtllty  of  themfelves  taken 
pofTeflion  of  my  mind  ;  but  when  I  had  conceived, 
that  without  w^ounding  probity  or  religion  the^y 
might  afTure  fucccfs  to  fome  honelt  or  virtuous  view  ; 
the  ancient  habit  I  had  of  regulating  my  outward 
appearance  had  made  me  apt  and  fit  to  compofe  the 
air  of  my  countenance,  and  the  tone  of  my  voice, 
according  to  the  end  I  had  in  profpe6l.  Patrick,  who 
never  was  capable  even  of  this  fort  of  difiimulation, 
fighed  deeply  at  the  name  of  Sarah,  and,  without 
miftrufting  ray  intention,  making  even  an  excufe  to 
interrupt  me,  I  ought,  faid  he,  to  regret  the  heart 
of  the  virtuous  Sarah,  and-  I  blufh  to  confefs  that 
I  have  done  her  injuftice.  But  fhe  is  amply  revenged 
for  it  by  my  abafement  and  mortification.  He  held 
his  peace,  to  hear  the  fequel  of  my  words.  I  did 
not  let  the  defired  opportunity  flip.  If  it  be  true, 
faid  I,  affefting  to  be  moved  by  his  refledion,  you 
eould  have  this  opinion  of  Sarah,  you  fhould  have 
excepted  her  from  thofe  fubj^^fts  of  miilrufts  that  you 
pretend  to  have  againfl  her  fex  ;  and  I  do  not  fee  from 
whence  (hould  proceed  the  defpair,  which  makes  you 
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renounce  all  notions  of  happinefs.  Here  his  atten- 
tion feemed  to  recollecl  itfelf,  in  onlcr  to  examine  what 
he  had  heard;  and  recovering  immediately  out  of  this 
meditation,  no,  no,  faid  he,   1  (hould  have  defpaircd  of 

nothing,  if  it  had  been  permitted   me  to  think ; 

and  paufing  at  this  word,  beyond  which  it  feemed 
he  durll  not  extend  his  thought?,  but,  added  he, 
the  enemy  of  her  honour  and  repofe,  her  tyrant, 
her  executioner,  the  murderer  of  her  father,  and  her 
uncle  ;  in  fine,  the  man,  whom  (he  has  moll  reafon 
to  defpife  and  hate,  is  not  indeed  made  to  be  well  re- 
ceived by  her,  efpecially  when  nothing  but  a  fcrcsd 
repentance  appears  to  bring  him  back. 

This  grief,  though  imperfe£lly  exprefled,  feemed 
to  me  fo  natural,  that  I  had  need  to  ilrain  myfelf  to 
conceal  my  joy.  I  was  pleafed  all  at  once  in  having 
difcovered  enough  fi  om  hence  to  lay  hold  of  the  ten- 
der place  in  his  heart,  and  lead  him  infehfibly  to 
my  views  by  the  ufe  I  (hould  make  of  this  know- 
ledge. I  always  thought  it  would  be  a  mortification 
for  Sarah,  and  grievous  to  myfelf,  that  both  of  us 
(hould  be  reduced  to  folicit  the  return  of  Patrick  as 
a  favour  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  now  refumed  hopes  of 
making  a  merit  of  my  fervices,  and  the  compliances 
of  Sarah,  as  a  fort  of  pardon  and  indulgence,  the  cer- 
tainty and  extent  of  which  (hould  not  be  regulated 
but  by  his  repentance.  With  this  refolution,  1  made  a 
new  effort  of  throwing  fome  coldnefs  into  my  anfwer. 
You  have  caufed  Sarah,  faid  I,  (without  looking  on 
him)  all  the  evils  ihat  fplcen  and  hatred  could  in- 
vent, and  1  know  not  if  there  ever  ytt  has  been  an 
example  of  fo  many  cruelties  to  a  woman,  whom 
you  have  nothing  to  reproach  with  but  an  cxcefs  of 
love.  Neverthclefs,  I  know  (he  has  fo  much  fwcet- 
ncfs  and  goodnefs,  that  fcarce  have  any  other  marks 
of  Impatience  efcapcd  her  than  fighs  and  tear?.  She 
confcnted  liowever  to  our  fcparalion,  interrupted 
he  with  warmth,  and  the  lofs  of  me  foon  ccafed.  to 
afilid  her.     I  admired  this  exccfs  of  injuHicc.     How! 
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I  could  not  forbear  anfwering  him,  do  you  impute 
the  mortal  violence  fhe  did  herfelf  as  a  crime,  and 
do  you  look  upon  it  as  a  flight  to  you  ?  Do  you  up- 
braid her  for  having  confented  to  pleafe  you,  to  her 
own  difgrace  and  misfortune  ?  Tell  me  then  what 
I  ought  to  think  of  your  humour,  in  which  I  more 
and  more  fee  nothing  but  monftrous  contradldlions. 
This  reproach  made  him  however  penfive  and 
thoughtful.  At  length,  changing  his  feat  with  ?l~ 
tranfport  difcovered  by  the  quickncfs  of  his  motion, 
if  I  durft  believe,  fald  he,  the  leaft  {hare  of  what  I 
defire,  ah!  far  from  hearkening  to  defpair,  I  fhould 
thank  heaven  for  my  happinefs. 

I  thought  the  viAory  over  him  fecurc,  and  did 
not  fail  of  addrefs  to  warm  thefe  firft  fentiments  ; 
I  gave  him  room  to  hope  for  every  thing  from  my 
care,  and  added  a  thoufand  reafons  tending  to  make 
him  underftand,  that  what  he  might  look  upon  per- 
haps as  a  free  and  voluntary  return,  appeared  to  me 
as  a  duty  of  religion  and  honour.  You  fpeak,  faid 
I,  of  taking  on  you  here  irrevocable  engagements  ; 
but  do  you  believe  yourfelf  fo  difengaged  from  your 
firft  bands,  that  you  have  the  liberty  of  difpofing  of 
yourfelf  with  fuch  a  forgetfulnefs  of  every  thing  that 
perhaps  has  ceafed  to  affeft  you  ?  If  you  now  look 
on  your  fecond  marriage  as  the  fruit  of  an  irregular 
paflion,  how  can  you  perfuade  yourfelf  that  it  can 
ferve  as  a  lawful  reafon  for  breaking  the  firft  ?  With- 
out anfwering  you,  added  I,  as  to  the  inclinations  of 
Sarah,  all  my  underftanding  deceives  me,  if  you  be 
difpcnfed  by  religion  itfelf,  to  which  you  would 
make  fo  many  facrifices  from  repairing,  by  amends  at 
leaft  and  tenders,  the  outrage  you  have  committed 
againft  a  virtuous  woman,  whofe  rights  all  your  in- 
juftices  have  not  had  power  to  dlmlnlih. 

A  motive  fo  fpeclous,  feconded   by  the   inclination 
of  his  heart,  difpofed  him  almoft  the   fame  moment 
to  offer  me  larger  terms,  than  I  could  have   dared  to 
have  alked  him.     I  fnall  try,   faid  he>  whether  hea- 
ven 
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ven  Kas  any  favour  in  referve  for  me.  Do  you  be- 
come my  guide,  as  I  promifed  myfelf  you  would 
when  I  faw  you  arrive  :  but  let  it  be  in  quell  of 
that  road  to  happlnefs,  which  you  have  infpired  me 
with  the  boldnefs  to  purfue.  He  committed  to  mc 
the  conduft  of  regulating  our  departure,  and 
of  the  mcafures  he  had  to  obferve  on  his  arrival 
at  Paris.  1  judged  it  proper  he  fhould  pafs  fome 
days  yet  in  the  abbey,  to  avoid  giving  an  air  of  in- 
conftancy  to  his  refolution  ;  and  I  took  care  in  this 
interval  to  juilify  by  divers  reafons  the  motives 
that  obliged  him  to  leave  it.  The  religious,  who 
had  feen  him  plunged  for  fo  long  a  time  in  a  profound 
grief,  admired  at  the  alteration  that  followed  our 
firil  converfation.  Curiofity,  which  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal vices  of  a  cloifter,  induced  then  many  to  a  de- 
fire  of  diving  into  his  adventure,  or  of  knowing  at 
lead  by  what  charm  I  had  afTumed  all  of  a  fud' 
den  fo  great  an  afcendant  over  his  mind.  But  I 
eluded  their  troublefome  queftions  with  fo  much 
care,  that  I  even  left  them  in  ignorance  that  I 
was  his  brother.  Whatever  idea  they  might  form  of 
us,  they  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  our  gra- 
titude. It  made  us  add  to  the  quarter's  pcnlion, 
for  which  they  had  agreed  with  Patrick,  fuch  prefents 
as  furpaffed  their  expectation. 

Every  ftep  we  made  towards  Paris  gave  as  it  were 
a  frefh  degree  of  hope  to  my  brother,  by  the 
tare  1  had  taken  of  hufbanding  thofe  hints,  by  which 
I  thought  proper  to  augment  it.  Neverthelefs,  I  left 
him  under  unceitainty  enough  to  exercifc  his  dc- 
fires  ;  and  the  fecret  promlfing  me  more  facility  to 
conduft  it  by  an  open  declaration  of  hi»  fentimcnta, 
I  advifcd  him  to  retire  to  Salfons,  whilft  I  went  to 
Paris  to  affure  myfelf  of  the  difpofitions  of  Snrah. 
He  did  not  leave  me  without  conjuring  me  to  apply  all 
my  zeal  to  the  fuccefs  of  an  cntcrprize,  the  difllculties 
of  which  yet  terrified  him.  His  tender  iuRanccs  re- 
called to  my  mind  thofc  of  Sarah,  who  ufcd  almoR: 
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the  fame  expreflions  in  recommending  her  interefts  io 
mc  ;  and  for  more  than  a  moment  it  cod  my  heart 
much  pain  to  delay  to  either  one  or  the  other  of 
them  a  happinefs,  that  feemcd  to  depend  on  me. 
Neverthelefs,  with  the  defire  I  had  t)f  fparing  \X\z 
modefty  of  Sarah,  I  was  held  back  by  a  fear  of 
offending  Tencrmill,  whofe  pretenfions  had  made  too 
great  a  glare  for  me  to  expeft,  that  he  would  eafily 
renounce  them  even  in  favour  of  his  brother.  I 
went  into  the  count's  houfe  as  much  affeded  by  this 
thought,  as  I  had  been  by  my  commiflion  to  Patrick 
on  my  arrival  at  his  abbey.  Tecermill,  not  having 
returned  to  his  own  houfe,  as  being  under  a  ne- 
cefiity  of  palling  over  to  Ireland  in  the  fpring,  I  was 
apprehenfivc,  that  being  lodged  at  the  count's,  he 
would  appear  to  me  before  I  could  give  an  account  of 
my  journey  to  Sarah  ;  or,  that  following  me  into  her 
apartment,  he  might  caft  me  into  fome  perplexity 
ftill  more  to  be  dreaded,  from  the  difficulty  of  Satisfy- 
ing thofe  queftions,  which  might  proceed  from  fuelk 
different  motives. 

The  meeting  of  him,  which  I  fliovild  thus  have  taken 
for  the  moft  unfeafonable  and  unlucky  accident  I 
had  to  fear,  eeafed  foon  to  appear  fo  to  me,  when 
upon  my  going  upftairs,  1  faw  Donna  Figuerrez  com- 
iDg  down  them,  led  by  the  count  and,  countefs  of 
S ,  who  were  eager  in  loading  her  with  com- 
pliments. ,  She  fhouted  for  joy  at  feeing  me,  and 
praying  leave  of  the  countefs  to  go  back  into  the  a- 
partment  to  hear  an  account  of  my  journey,  (he  gave 
me  room  to  fear,  I  fnould  get  but  badly  off  of  this 
fcrape,  which  I  looked  upon  as. one  of  the  moft  pain- 
ful moments  of  my  life.  I  learned  from  her  lirfl 
words,  that  being  arrived  a  few  days  before  at  Pa- 
ris, (he  could  not  refift  her  impatience  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  Patrick's  family.  She  had  re- 
quefted  pcrmiflion  of  my  fifter  to  vifit  her  ;  and  the 
title  of  my  brother's  friend,  and  niece  to  the  Spa- 
aifh    ambaflador,    under  which    flie    hsid  naade  hcr- 
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fclf  known  all  at  once,  had  obliged  the  count  and 
countcfs  to  receive  her  both  with  carefles  and  diftinc- 
tfon.  No  intcreft  inducing  them  to  conceal  my  jour- 
ney from  her,  they  had  told  her  what  they  had  learn- 
ed from  me  before  my  departure  ;  and  her  curiofity 
being  much  more  brifli  and  of  greater  extent  than 
theirs,  made  lier  hearken  to  my  account  with  an  ca- 
gernefs  Hie  could  not  diffemble. 

What  diflimulation  could  be  lucky  enough  to  con- 
ceal from  her  the  arrival  of  Patrick  !  For  this 
was  the  point  in  which  all  my  hopes  centered. 
She  might  explain  according-  to  her  fancy  the 
marks  I  had  difcovered  of  my  perplexity  j  but  be- 
iivg  little  attentive  to  conceal  them  from  her,  I 
began  an  account  that  I  fhould  have  ill  condndled 
to  the  end,  if  my  ideas  had  not  been  opened  in 
proportion  as  I  proceeded.  After  a  relation  exa6t 
enough  in  circumftances,  that  (he  had  found  the 
means  of  writing  to  Patrick,  I  fpoke  of  the  refo- 
lution  my  brother  had  taken  of  abandoning  his  re- 
treat, as  of  an  event  which  had  given  myfelf  much 
furprife  j  and  wrapping  myfelf  up  in  feme  equivo- 
cal expreflions,  I  added,  that  he  had  quitted  me 
on  the  road,  letting  me  know  that  his  defign  was 
not  to  return  diredtly  to  Paris.  As  his  health, 
faid  I,  is  perfe<Stly  rcllored,  1  am  under  no  alarms, 
and  I  rely  moreover  upon  his  promifc  of  letting  me 
hear  from  him. 

My  fole  dcfign  was  to  take  Donna  Figuerrez 
off  the  fcent  ;  and  the  manner  in  which  I  exe- 
cuted it  fucccded  fo  well,  that  having  led  the  count 
and  countefs  into  the  fame  error,  1  refolvcd  not 
only  lo  hold  them  in  it,  but  to  let  them  impart 
it  to  Tencrmill,  and  to  all  their  houfc.  I  had  an  eafy 
excufe,  if  any  one  fhould  happen  to  furprife  him 
at  Saifons  ;  and  I  (liould  have  thought  it  of  good 
ur«  to  unfold  the  fecrel,  when  I  could  not  pof- 
fibJy  keep  it  fuch  above  two  days.     Donna  Figuerrez, 
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dlfmayed  at  what  (he  had  heard,  aflicd  me  a  hundred 
quellions,  which  I  got  rid  of  with  the  fame  prefence 
of  mind  ;  and  Tcnermill  coming  in  during  our  con- 
verfation,  I  had  room  to  praife  the  politencfs  of  the 
count,  who  fepeated  to  him  my  (lory,  to  fpare  me  the 
trouble  of  going  over  it  again. 

Whihi  I  hugged  myfclf  with  an  inventior?^  from 
which  I  reckoned  to  raife  myfelf  a  merit  with  Sa- 
rah, Tenermill  (truck  up  an  acquaintance  with  Don- 
na Figuerrez,  and  added  offers  of  ftTrvices  to  his 
compliments,  when  he  underftood  frfem  herfelf  the 
motives  that  had  made  her  wifh  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  countefs  and  all  our  family.  She  feemed 
well  pleafed  at  his  offer  to  ferve  her  as  a  guide  in 
vifiting  the  curiofities  of  Paris.  They  agreed  upon 
a  day.  I  faw  without  pain  this  commencement  of 
their  acquaintance  ;  and  if  I  had  known  Tenermill 
more  capable  of  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  furprifed  by 
the  alurements  of  a  woman,  1  fhould  have  flattered 
myfelf,  that  taking  a  relifh  for  this  fair  ftranger, 
whofe  humour  feemed  to  me  to  be  much  more  fuit- 
able  to  his  than  that  of  Sarah,  it  had  relieved  me 
from  a  fnare  of  the  obllaclss  which  I  apprehended 
from  him  in  my  enterprizc.  But  ambition  would 
have  ferved  him  as  a  curb,  though  he  had  been 
more  fenfible  of  the  power  of  love.  I  obtained,  from 
the,  erteem  he  took  for  Donna  Figuerrez  only, 
the  liberty  of  a  converfation  with  Sarah,  without 
fear  of  being  interrupted  by  his  prefence,  for  fome 
hours  tliat  he  employed  in  rambling  about  Paris  to 
fatisfy  his  engagements. 

If  I  thought  the  time  tedious  till  I  faw  Fincer's 
daughter,  (he  could  fcarce  moderate  her  ardour, 
which  gave  her  in  a  manner  wings  to  meet  me  upon 
receiving  the  firtt  news  of  my  arrival.  I  neverthclefs 
watched  with  a  good  deal  of  precaution  not  to  expofe 
myfelf  in  my  viht  to  any  interruption  from  Tenermill ; 
1  therefore  laid  hold  of  the  time  wherein  I  knew^hc 
was  employed.     Sarah  (Iretchcd  out   her   arms  to  me 
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as  foon  as  fhe  faw  me  appear.  Come,  faid  fhe,  and 
do  not  be  afraid  to  embrace  your  fifter.  But  it  is 
from  you,  added  fhe,  taking  herfelf  up,  that  I  am 
going  to  hear,  whether  I  ought  to  place  my  confi- 
dence in  this  tranfport.  Do  you  bring  me  the  con- 
firmation of  your  happy  prefages,  or  am  1  condemned 
to  pafs  the  reft  of  my  life  in  humiliation  and  tears? 

The    vveaknefs    of     her     health    required    me    to- 
manage    her    with  fome    caution.        Inured,    as    fhe 
was,  to   forrow,   I   would   not   all   at    once    heap   on 
her  an  excefs  cf  joy,  under  which  (he  might  have  a 
difficulty  of  fupporiing  herfelf      I  talked  to  her  of 
the    affcAions    of    my  brother,    as    a    tribute    upon 
which    (he    had    always    a    right    to    reckon  ;     and 
which  he   had  never  rcfufed,   even  during  the  time  he 
had  forfaken   her   for  another.     Then  taking   notice, 
that    far    from    cxpofing    her    to    fuffer    any  thing 
from  an  excefs  of  joy,  exprcffions  fo  warily  handle^ 
had  left  in  her  a  fecret    grief,     I  affured  her,    that 
he    w^s  neverthelcfs  melted  down  by  compaffion    at 
hearing  me  fpeak  of  her.       Thus  endeavouring  lefs 
to  raife  her  by  degrees  to  comfort,  than   to  deliver 
h«r    infenfibly  from    what  was  capable  of   affiifting- 
her,     I  without  any  violent    imprefiion,    led    her  to 
the  knowledge  of    the  moll  happy    news     I    fiad  to 
tell  her.       The  whole    power  of    love  did  not  then 
pofTcfs  her  heart  in    a  lefs  degree,   although   it  made 
its      entrance    by    fuch    caution    and    management. 
Thus    fhe  was    a    long  while  as  it  were  intoxicated 
with    this  fulnefs  of  pleafure,  which   fweeily  dilFufed 
kfclf  over  all  her  fenfes.     Her  tongue  was  for  fomc 
time    without    the    power    of   moving  ;      her    eyes, 
although   enlivened    by    the  fire    kindled    up  in  her 
heart,    had  yet    lefs    of   vivacity  than  of   tendcrncfs 
and  languor.      But   having    added   under  what  uncer- 
tainty 1  left  Patrick,    when  I  had  affured  her,   that  it 
depended    on  her  to  haften   or   retard  the    decifion  he 
cxpc6ted,  fhe  roil  fed  herfelf  out  of  this  kind  of  dream; 
All !    faid    fhe,  why  do  you  fuffer  him  to  continue 
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a  moment  under  bis  doubts  ;  why  do  you  abando* 
him  to  thofc  inquietudes,  of  which  no  body  in  the 
world  knows  better  than  I  do  the  tormcnt^^? 
Ah  !  Who  moreover  knows,  added  fhe,  wheihcr 
thefe  fentiments,  which  I  owe  perhaps  only  to  the 
recital  you  have  made  him  of  mine,  can  hold  out  a 
long  while  in  abfence  ?  I  will  fee  him,  I  will  not  give 
him  time  to  forget  me.  Alas  !  His  heart  is  but  loo 
much  accuftomed  to  an  emptinefs  for  me,  and  for  the 
love  that  is  my  due.  She  would  have  been  gone 
immediately  for  Saifons,  and  I  was  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  ufing  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to  detain  her. 
Befides  the  motive  of  decency,  which  I  would 
have  her  obferve  for  her  own  intereft,  I  repre- 
fented  to  her,  that  not  having  for  a  long  time 
ftirred  out  of  the  count's  houfe,  fhe  conld  not  take 
one  Hep  without  exciting  the  curiofity  of  the  whole 
family,  and  above  all  that  of  Tenermill,  who  per- 
haps would  force  his  company  on  her  whether  ^VLt 
would  or  not. 

Neverthelefs,  as  femething  muft  be  granted  to 
her  impatience,  and  that  I  had  forefeen  the  fame 
difficulty  in  moderating  that  of  Patrick,  I 
yielded  more  readily  to  her  propofal  of  bringing 
him  at  night  to  the  count's.  I  had  my  apart- 
ment there,  into  which  it  would  be  an  eafy  mat- 
ter to  introduce  him,  and  I  did  not  fear  a  grea- 
ter difficulty  of  getting  him  privately  into  hers. 
I  undertook  to  do  her  this  piece  of  fervice  ;  only 
I  annexed  to  it  a  condition,  that  inllead  of  giving 
herfelf  up  to  the  pleafure  of  feeing  again  her  infidel, 
and  of  making  with  him  too  eafy  a  compofition, 
file  fhould  affedl,  if  not  a  coldncfs  and  indifference, 
at  leafl  fuch  a  kind  of  refentment  as  fhould  aug- 
ment the  grief  and  repentance  of  the  criminal, 
and  even  hinder  him  from  believing  her  pardon  too 
eafy  to  be  obtained,  and  the  remembrance  of  hia 
offences  obliterated.  She  promifed  me  every  thing 
that  I  thought   neceffary  to  infill  on  j  but  the   very 
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ardour  of  her  engagements  made  mc  doubt  whether 
they  were  iincere,  or  whether  it  was  in  her  power  to 
fulfil  them. 

I  hoped  neverthelefs  fo  much  from  this  interview, 
that  abandoning  all  oiher  care,  I  immediately  went 
to  Salfons,  to  declare  to  Patrick  a  happlnefs,  that  he 
had  no  room  to  expedl  fo  foon.  He  received  the 
news  of  it  with  tranfports.  I  fpoke  of  Donna  Fi- 
guerrez,  and  of  the  acquaintance  flie  had  made  with 
the  countefs.  This  incident,  which  had  difturbed  my- 
{i:\i,  caufed  him  no  lefs  Inquietude.  After  the  pro- 
pofals  (lie  had  openly  made  him  by  letter,  he  fawr 
himfelf  expofed,  by  the  impatience  flie  fliewed  to  knit 
hcrfelf  to  our  family,  not  only  to  fee  her  under 
fuch  circumftances  that  he  could  expcdi  nothing  frona 
her  bu^  Importunity,  but  to  fear,  that  with  fo  much 
wit  and  addrefs  Ihe  might  raife  fome  obflacle  to 
his  deareft  hopes.  Her  acquaintance  with  Tenermill 
ferved  only  to  redouble  his  fears.  Not  expcfting  to 
conceal  from  him  long  the  renewal  of  his  love  for 
Sarah,  he  found  himfelf  in  the  front  of  two  adver- 
farles,  who  would  have  the  fame  intereil  to  traverfe 
him,  and  who  would  from  thence  become  only  too 
terrible  by  an  union  of  their  refentment.  'J'his  no- 
tion made  us  deliberate  before-hand  upon  the  con* 
duA  it  was  neceffary  for  Patrick  and  Sarah  to  obferve 
after  their  reconciliation.  In  the  ardour  of  a  thou- 
fand  new  fentiments,  which  already  made  this  good- 
natured  brother  believe,  that  his  happlnefs  depended 
Icfs  on  rank  and  (latlon,  than  on  the  falisfadtion  of 
his  dtfires,  he  fpakc  of  going  over  into  Ireland,  and 
burying  hlriifclf  in  the  county  of  Antrim.  But  I 
ju(lged  too  well  of  the  beginning  of  his  fortune  to 
fuffcr  him  to  remove  from  St  Germain.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  j)rop()fcd  to  }»Im  to  go  and  throw  himfelf  at 
^bc  king's  feet,  with  her,  whom  1  yet  thought  he 
had  fomc  right  to  call  his  fpoufe,  and  to  demand 
from  that  prince  his  proicdiion  and  pcrmiflion  imme- 
diatcly  to  renew  his  marriage.     You  fhall  continue  at 
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St  Germain,  faid  I,  under  the  eyes  of  a  proteftor 
powerful  enough  to  defend  you,  and  if  he  has  a  defign, 
as  he  has  often  declared  to  me,  of  engaging  you  to  his 
perfon,  you  will  have  no  occafion  of  feeking  out  ano- 
ther fanfluary. 

He  relifhed  this  advice.  I  had  informed  him  in 
his    retreat,    that    among    the    advantages    mademoi- 

felle  de   L had  brought  him   on    his   marriage, 

there  fcarce  remained  enough  to  fatisfy  the  debts  fhe 
had  left  him  to  pay.  The  titles,  upon  which  his 
pretenfions  were  founded,  were  among  thofe  that 
had  been  conveyed  out  of  fight ;  confequently  he 
had  only  to  depend  on,  for  all  his  means,  the  dividend 
of  the  fum  we  had  brought  out  of  Ireland.  See 
then,  faid  I,  if  it  be  fuitable  to  your  circumflances 
to  negle6l  the  hopes  you  have  from  fortune. 

His  refolutions  appearing  to  be  fixed,  wc 
fettled  the  hour  for  his  coming  to  Paris,  and 
the  precautions  he  ought  to  obferve  for  getting 
into  my  apartment.  I  trufted  to  the  addrefs  of  Ja- 
cin,  whom  I  engaged  to  fend  for  him.  So  lawful 
an  enterprife  having  nothing  in  it  that  ought  to 
alarm  me,  I  was  under  no  diflurbance  for  the  fuc- 
cefs,  and  I  confidercd  it  only  on  the  fide  that  flattered 
my  defiles.  I  never  thought  of  the  innocent  plea- 
fure  I  might  have  had  in  leaving  Sarah  ignorant  of 
the  vlfit  1  had  taken  care  to  procure  her.  An  un- 
forefeen  happinefs  might  caufe  her  too  muck  confu- 
fion,  and  I  wiflied  that  prudence  might  prefide  over 
all  our  refolutions.  I  gave  Patrick  notice  of  my 
defign,  and  a  caution  to  contribute  all  in  his  power 
to  the  concealing  our  fccret. 

The  hour  I  had  appointed  my  brother  was  that 
on  which  the  company  that  fupped  at  the  count's 
ufed  to  feparate.  It  often  happened,  that  Tenermill 
went  abroad  when  all  the  company  were  gone,  and 
I  obfcrvcd  alfo,  that  he  fometimes  fhut  himfelf  up 
in  his  chamber.  Either  of  thefe  fuppofitions  being 
equal    to    my  purpofe,   I  only  wanted    the    time    in 
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which  all  the  houfe  was  quiet.  I  had  agreed  with 
Jacin  to  give  me  notice  of  it  by  my  window,  that 
looked  into  the  ftreet ;  and  he  was  ready  to  attend 
me  towards  twelve  o'clock.  I  went  down  myfelf  to 
open  the  door  for  my  brother. 

Among  a  thoufand  refledlions  infpired  in  me  by 
fuch  a  whimfical  office,  I  made  one  upon  Patrick's 
fortune,  who  was  reduced  to  come  by  Health,  and  as 
it  were  in  the  way  of  an  intrigue,  to  a  woman  whofe 
love  and  favours  he  had  fo  long  negledled.  The 
experience  of  others  made  me  alfo  remark  all  the 
caprices  of  the  paffions.  Sarah,  who^xpeded  us,  fa- 
voured our  march  by  the  care  fhe  had  taken  of 
planting  her  ehamber-maid  in  our  paflage.  We  at 
length  gained  her  apartment,  both  agitated  by  dif- 
ferent motions,  he  from  a  doubt  of  the  difpofition 
he  was  about  to  find  Sarah  in,  and  I  from  a  confu- 
fion,  which  the  novelty  of  the  fervice  1  was  engaged 
in,  gave  me  in  fpite  of  my  teeth.  Joy  and  hope 
neverthelefs  got  the  better  in  my  heart,  when  be- 
ing very  luckily  got  in,  I  faw  myfelf  almoft  fure  of 
the  fuccefs  of  my  entcrprife  :  But  Patrick's  per- 
plexity continued  longer.  Although  he  afFeded  a 
Heady  countenance,  and  that  not  daring  to  rely  on 
his  hopes,  he  feemed  to  paufe  upon  regulating  his 
firft  expreflions,  from  the  mark?  of  pleafure  or  dif- 
fatisfadlion  (he  (hould  difcover  at  firfl  feeing  htm,  I 
ohferved  that  his  confufion  did  not  leave  him  at  li- 
berty enough  to  make  this  diilindlion.  Amazed  at 
his  filence,  1  was  going  to  open  my  mouth  to  ferve 
him  as  an  interpreter,  when  fccming  to  recover  him- 
felf  rather  from  a  natural  cfFc6l  of  courage,  than 
from  the  cure  of  his  diffidence,  he  bent  one  knee 
to  Sarah,  who  had  rifen  off  her  chair  upon  fee- 
ing us  appear.  He  was  about  following  this  motion 
with  fomc  fpecch  ;  but  the  weak  Sarah  did  not  give 
him  time  to  pronounce  it  ;  being  as  much  abafhed, 
as  he  appeared  to  humble  himfclf,  or  rather  tranf- 
portcd  by  the  inclination  of  her  heart,  which  would 

not 
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not  exad  fo  great  a  reparation  for  his  fatisfaAiofi, 
flie  threw  her  arms  about  his  neck,  and  with  a 
broken  voice,  and  her  head  fixed  clofe  to  his  bofom, 
Ah  !  my  K)rd,  cried  fhe,  with  as  many  fighs  as 
words,  is  it  then  permitted  me  to  believe  my  eyes  ? 
This  day  which  muft  be  the  mod  happy  day  of 
my  life,  if  it  makes  me  millrefs  of  your  heart, 
fhall  it  anfwer  my  defires,  and  the  promifes  Mr 
Dean  has  given  me  ?  How  long  a  time  have  I  ex- 
pe<5ted  it  ?  What  have  my  impatience  and  my  tears 
coll  me  ?  But  why  this  pofture  before  me,  added  fhe, 
yet  fqueezing  him  clofe  ?  Are  not  you  the  mailer  of 
my  heart  and  ray  repofe,  as  you  are  of  my  for- 
tune and  my  life  ?  Suffer  me  to  take  that  fituation, 
which  becomes  me  better  than  it  does  you  ;  for  you 
never  have  yet  for  one  fingle  moment  lofl  the  do- 
mion  I  have  given  you  over  me.  She  would  have 
cafl  hcrfelf  on  her  knees,  if  Patrick  had  not  bore  her 
up  and  prevented  her.  He  led  her  to  a  chair,  where 
he  preffed  her  to  fit  down,  and  placed  himfelf  near 
her.  Vexed  to  fee  her  yield  fo  eafily  to  her  tran- 
fport,  and  to  give  my  brother  fo  great  an  advantage 
over  her,  I  had  made  her  a  fign  from  the  beginning 
of  her  words,  to  remember  my  advice  ;  and  not  fee- 
ing that,  this  notice  made  any  impreflion  on  her,  I 
had  even  pufhed  her  rudely,  to  make  her  mind  me  bet- 
ter. But  infenfible  to  either  one  or  the  other  of  my 
hints,  (lie  had  (hut  her  eyes  upon  every  thing  that  might 
one, moment  divert  her  from  her  objedl. 

I  abandoned  then  this  thought,  and  fat  down  near 
them,  to  (hare  in  their  joy.  Patrick,  being  recovered 
from  all  the  fears  that  had  tied  his  tongue,  began 
to  exprefs  himfelf  with  fo  many  marks  of  repentance 
and  love,  that  he  would  fpeedily  have  appeared  in 
the  eyes  of  Sarah  to  have  merited  that  pardon, 
which  he  ought  to  have  owed  only  to  her  indulgence. 
But  the  moment  he  had  given  himfelf  up  to  his  moft 
fweet  tranfports,  and  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  them 
hearkened  unto  with  as   much   tendernefs  and  latif- 
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fadion,  a  no!fe  which  we  ourfelves  heard  at  the 
door  of  the  apartment,  obliged  the  chambermaid, 
whom  we  had  left  as  a  watch,  to  come  in  and  in- 
terrupt us  hadily.  She  gave  us  notice,  that  having 
heard  the  voice  of  my  lord  Tenermill,  fhe  had  re- 
fufed  to  open  the  door  to  him,  telling  him  from 
the  infidc,  that  her  miftrcfs  was  in  bed.  But  this  an- 
fwcr  ferved  only  to  provoke  him.  In  coming  into  the 
houfe,  he  had  unluckily  obferved,  that  there  were 
not  only  lights  in  her  chamber,  but  that  fhe  had  a 
man  with  her.  He  could  not  have  been  deceived  In  it  ; 
fince  Patrick  being  on  the  outfide,  he  had  feen  hi;n 
vrithout  being  able  to  dillinguifh  him.  Jcaloufy  had 
call  him  into  a  furious  tranfport,  which  carried  him 
at  firft  with  as  many  threats  as  words  to  inquire  of 
the  porter,  whether  he  had  opened  the  gate  to  any 
one.  Although  I  had  ufed  no  other  hands  than  my 
own  in  opening  it,  and  even  imagined  I  had  not  been 
heard  by  any  body,  yet  the  porter  (who  had  thought 
he  heard  fome  noife,  but  was  doubtful  of  it,  as  wc 
had  the  luck  to  make  much  lefs  pafling  through 
the  court)  not  daring  to  conceal  from  Tenermill 
what  he  thought  he  had  perceived  in  his  drowfinefs, 
this  difcovery  increafed  his  jealous  fury.  He  came 
flraight  up  to  Sarah's  apartment,  and  the  black 
fufpicions  that  difturbed  liim  fervi ng  for  a  pretext 
plaufiblc  enough,  after  he  had  received  his  anfwer 
from  the  chambermaid,  he  infifted  that  the  door 
fliould  be  openi-'d  for  the  fecurity  of  Sarah  herfelf, 
whom  he  pretended  to  be  in  danger  of  being  robbed 
or  infultcd  by  fome  unknown  perlon,  that  he  had  fcen 
vrith  his  own  eyes  in  her  apartment. 

Of  the  four  that  were  in  the  room,  there  was 
no  body  but  Patrick,  to  whom  this  cruel  ill  chofcn 
time  did  not  infpirc  with  fear.  Bcfides  his  courage, 
which  would  not  fuffer  him  to  fear  the  infults  or 
pride  of  any  man,  he  could  not  pcrfuadc  himfclf, 
that  hit  brother  would  one  moment  keep  up  his  pre- 
tciifion*  to  Sarah,  when  he  knew,  that  far  from  ap- 
proving of  them,  fliC  thought  of   renewing  her  firft 
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engagements.  I  fiibmltted,  faid  he,  to  your  reafons 
without  examining  them,  and  coiifentcd  to  lay  hold  of 
this  time  of  night  in  coming  here  out  of  deference 
to  your  advice  ;  but  as  I  am  afftired  of  my  happinets 
from  the  generous  goodnefs  of  my  dear  Sarah,  I  fo 
little  apprehend  the  prefence  of  Tenermill,  that  on 
the  contrary  I  am  charmed  to  have  him  a  witnefs  of 
my  joy.  Sarah,  who  knew  better  than  any  body  how 
far  Tenermill  had  carried  his  prefumption,  the  cham- 
bermaid, whom  he  had  attempted  a  thoufand  times 
to  draw  over  to  his  intereft,  and  I  myfelf,  who  had  in 
my  memory  his  former  confidences,  had  all  of  us 
another  notion  of  this  incident  ;  arid  his  obftinacy 
to  continue  at  the  door  threw  us  into  a  mortal 
alarm. 

He  continued  to  knock  there  ;  and  although  he  did 
it  with  fome  caution,  there  was  neverthelefs  but  little 
appearance  of  his  giving  over  the  attempt.  The 
apartment  had  no  other  door  than  that  which  he  had 
befieged.  In  the  manner  I  had  conceived  thofe  things, 
the  danger  feemed  to  me  fo  prefiing,  that  without 
confulting  either  Patrick,  who  could  not  yet  enter  in- 
to my  fears,  or  Sarah,  who  was  only  fit  to  Incrcafc 
them  by  her  own,  I  prayed  both  of  them  to  remain 
in  the  chamber  we  were  in,  and  I  determined  to  ap- 
pear myfelf  alone  at  the  door.  I  had  a  light  in  my 
hand.  Tenermill  {hewed  an  extreme  furprife  at  feeing 
me.  I  obfcrved  liis  aftonifhrnent,  and  believed  it 
v.'ould  be  the  bed  way  to  take  advantage  of  it  by  up- 
braiding him  for  his  behaviour,  whereby  I  was  in 
hopes  of  throwing  him  into  fome  perplexity.  Is  it, 
faid  I,  to  the  fumes  of  wine  that  I  ought  to  attri- 
bute the  infults  you  have  committed  againft  a  lady 
•who  deferves  more  refpeft,  aad  for  whom  I  thought 
you  had  other  fentiments  ?  He  did  not  fwallow  the 
intended  delufion.  Let  us  leave  infults  alone,  faid 
he  in  a  fteady  tone,  and  if  you  have  no  mind  I 
fhould  go  in  whether  you  will  or  not,  let  me  know 
what  perfon  is  within  there  fo  late.  Is  it  poflible, 
replied  I,  purfuing  my  hrft  notion,   that   wine  has  fo 
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hurt  your  eye- fight  as  to  hinder  you  from  knowing 
me  ?  What  right  have  you  to  call  me  to  an  account 
for  what  I  do  here  ?  You  fiiall  not  deceive  me,  re- 
plied he,  by  your  vain  fiiifts  ;  it  is  not  you  I  am  in 
fearch  for  :  And  laying  hold  of  the  door  in  fiich  a 
manner  as  it  was  impoifible  for  me  to  fhut  it,  he  fcera- 
cd  refolved  to  enter  in  fpite  of  me.  This  violence 
having  redoubled  my  alarms,  I  chofe  to  confefs  to  him 
that  1  was  with  Patrick,  by  giving  him  a  plain  and  natu- 
ral turn  to  the  motive  that  brought  him  there.  Ah  ! 
very  well,  faid  I,  fince  your  imperious  humour  im- 
pofes  laws  on  me,  to  which  the  confideration  of  time 
and  place  obliges  me  to  fubmit,  know  that  I  have 
here  with  me  your  brother,  who  upon  his  return  to 
Paris  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  make  excufes  for 
his  pall  condufl  to  a  lady,  on  whom  he  has  multi- 
plied misfortunes.  My  brother  !  interrupted  he  ;  Ah  ! 
I  will  be  a  witncfs  what  turn  he  gives  to  his  excufes, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  received.  In  vain 
did  I  refill  the  effort  he  made  to  get  in.  He  pufhed 
into  the  anti- chamber  in  fpite  of  me,  and  I  ran  the 
rifque  of  being  overturned  by  the  fiiock  he  gave  me, 
fo  that  I  had  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  follow  him. 

Sarah,  who  faw  him  appear  at  her  chamber-door, 
came  up  to  him  with  an  air  of  fright,  while  Patrick, 
piqued  at  his  boldnefs,  remained  in  a  mufing  pof- 
turc  on  his  chair.  1  opened  my  mouth  inftantly.  Ma- 
dam, faid  I  to  Sarah,  it  is  without  doubt  a  hade  to  fa- 
lutc  Patrick  that  has  given  my  lord  the  vivacity,  you 
fee  in  him.  But  without  lending  any  attention  to  what 
I  faid,  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  Sarah.  I  do  not  aflc 
you,  madam,  faid  he,  what  has  engaged  you  to  admit 
my  brother  at  fo  late  an  hour :  Your  perplexity, 
and  the  familiar  air  in  which  I  faw  him  fittinjp;  by 
you,  gave  nie  to  imderftaud,  as  much  as  the  uufea- 
fonablc  time,  what  I  ought  to  think  of  this  rendcz- 
T0U3.  Vou  have  thought  me  a  proper  perfon  to  make 
your  May-game.  But  are  you  well  afTured  that  my 
paii'  nee  can  bear  fo  much  outrage  ?  'J'hc  menace  in- 
cluded in  thcfc  lall  wonls  provoked  Patrick  in  his 
li  2  turn. 
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turn.  He  arofe,  perhaps,  a  little  too  hallily ;  and 
coming  up  to  us,  I  never  thought,  faid  he  to  Te- 
nermill,  that  any  body  had  a  right  to  condemn  the 
addrcffes  I  pay  my  lady  at  whatever  hour  ihe 
pleafes  to  receive  them,  and  I  expedled  fewer  obfta- 
cles  from  you  than  from  any  body  elfe.  Thefe  words 
had  nothing  oft'enfive  in  them,  although  they  were 
pronounced  with  a  little  fiercenefs.  But  the  over- 
heated imagination  of  Tenermill  not  laying  a  juft 
ftrcfs  on  any  thing,  I  faw  anger  fparkle  in  his 
eyes,  from  whence  I  was  under  mortal  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  effects.  He  looked  on  Patrick  for  fomc 
time  in  filence,  and  turning  towards  Sarah  ;  your 
tade,  madam,  faid  he  with  an  air  of  conflraint, 
will  without  doubt  decide  our  pretenfions,  and  the 
circumftances  make  me  much  fear  that  this  deci- 
lion  is  already  made.  But  1  fiiall  teach  my  brother 
the  refpefts  he  owes  me,  fince  he  feems  to  be  ig- 
norant of  them.  He  turned  his  back  to  be  gone. 
Patrick  opened  his  mouth,  and  I  do  not  know  what 
anfwer  his  refentmcnt  would  have  been  capable  of 
dii^ating  to  him  ;  but  with  a  handkerchief  I  had  in 
my  hand,  and  with  which  I  readily  covered  his  face, 
I  fucceeded  fo  luckily  in  Hopping  his  fpeech,  that 
he  could  not  pronounce  the  leall  word.  Tener- 
mill had  time  to  go  out,  giving  us  at  the  fame  time 
a  new  mark  of  his  fury  by  the  Tiolence  he  ufed  in 
fliutting  the  door. 

A  fcene  thus  crofs  and  unlucky  gave  me  fo 
much  uneafinefs,  that  without  fuffering  Patrick  to 
continue  the  coverfation  he  would  have  refumcd 
with  Sarah,  I  exaded  of  him  (with  all  the  weight 
I  could  give  my  perfuafions)  to,  retire  immediately 
out  of  the  apartment.  Your  hearts,  faid  I  to 
both  of  them,  have  begun  to  difcover  themfelves, 
and  1  look  upon  your  reconciliation  as  a  work 
brought  to  pcrfe^ion  :  But  I  am  not  fo  fure,  that 
Tenermill,  in  the  warmth  of  his  firft  refentment,  does 
not  threaten  us  this  moment  with  fome  revenge. 
Your  cefires    and  my  cares  (hall  foen  procure  you 
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he  opportunity  of  meeting  again.  You  fiiall  fol- 
low me  inftantly,  fald  I  to  Patrick,  laying  hold  of 
his  hand,  and  I  give  you  but  a  moment  for  em- 
bracing your  fpoufe.  That  tender  name,  which 
they  -were  both  charmed  to  hear,  and  the  liberty 
of  embracing  that  they  would  not  have  ventured 
at  fo  foon,  if  I  had  not  (liortened  their  difficulties 
by  this  kind  of  permiffion,  made  them  find  lefs  dif- 
ficulty in  obeying  me.  Patrick  embraced  his  fpoufe 
a  thoufand  times  inftead  of  once,  and  without  having 
power,  or  rather  without  thinking  there  was  any  ne- 
ceffity  of  confirming  a  reconciiiation  by  words,  of 
which  they  had  given  fuch  tender  proofs,  they  con- 
fented  to  feparate. 

My  chamber  being  not  far  diftant  from  the  a- 
partmcnt  of  Sarah,  I  led  my  brother  to  it,  in  or- 
der to  deliberate  together  upon  an  incident,  which 
obliged  me  no  lefs  than  him  to  obferve  fomc  mea- 
fures.  Without  bufying  myfelf  much  about  what 
Tencrmill  might  attempt  after  the  danger  I  had 
got  out  of,  1  thought  of  nothing  but  confidering 
tlic  juflice  and  decency  of  our  fide,  arifing  from  a 
conduft  which  left  us  no  reproach  to  fear.  There 
was  no  doubt  but  that  the  next  day  all  the  houfe 
would  ring  of  what  had  happened  ;  and  this  thought 
made  me  confider  whether  I  ought  to  advife  Pa- 
trick to  return  to  Saifons  before  day  :  His  re- 
treat might  have  the  air  of  a  flight,  which  would 
make  people  judge  badly  of  the  intentions  that 
brought  him  there,  or  which  would  at  leaft  give 
Tencrmill  fome  right  to  complain  of  an  enterprize,  to 
which  he  would  not  fail  giving  names  odious  enough. 
Ncverthelefs,  the  perplexity,  which  the  variance  be- 
tween two  brothers  was  going  to  raife  in  the  Ivojfr, 
and  the  difficulty  there  wonld  be  in  it  to  keep  thcn\ 
from  feeing  one  another,  or  of  being  afi"ured  they  fliouid 
fee  one  another  without  anger  and  bittcrnefs,  mademc 
take  the  refolution,  of  fending  Patrick  away  imme- 
diately. His  chaife  waited  in  the  next  ftrect,  and  I 
prcflcd  him  to  be  gone.  The  only  advice  I  recom- 
H  3  mended 
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mended  to  him  was  to  go  In  the  morning  to  court,  and 
by  his  duty  difpofe  his  majeily  to  give  a  favourable 
hearing  to  the  explanations,  with  which  I  charged 
niyfelf.  I  pronnifed  to  follow  him  in  lefs  than  two  days  ; 
and  the  only  reafon  I  had  indeed  to  defer  my  departure 
was,  the  defire  of  underllanding  Tenermill'sdirpolitlonB. 
He  fpared  me  the  difficulty  I  feared  of  finding 
the  opportunity  of  a  private  convcrfatioti.  Inftead  of 
avoiding  me,  as  I  expeftcd,  he  came  in  the  morn- 
ing to  my  chamber.  His  complaints  were  at  firft 
moderate  ;  hut  having  had  time  to  warm  himfelf  by 
the  liberty  I  gave  him  of  difburthening  his  heart 
to  me  without  interruption,  he  reproached  me  open- 
ly for  having  abufed  the  confidence  he  repofed 
in  me,  in  order  to  betray  him,  and  of  having  pre- 
ferred all  my  life  the  intereft  of  Patrick  to  his, 
I  had  forefcen  the  firll  of  thefc  two  reproaches.  It 
was  not  by  a  denial  of  the  charge  that  I  under- 
took to  defend  myfelf;  on  the  contrary,  being  in 
raptures  that  he  had  given  me  this  opportunity  of 
unfolding  myfelf,  I  avoided  to  anfwer  his  accufa- 
tions,  and  requefted  him  only  to  give  a  little  at- 
tention to  the  difcourfe  I  had  meditated.  It  con- 
tained at  firil  a  plain  re'ation  of  all  the  events  that 
bad  pafled  in  our  family  while  he  was  in  Ireland, 
and  of  which  the  count  had  concealed  from  him 
the  principal  circumftances  at  my  intrcaty.  My 
hopes  were  not  only  to  melt  him  down  in  favour 
of  hifi  brother  by  the  recital  of  his  misfortunes, 
but  to  make  him  conceive,  that  the  long  paflion, 
which  had  made  Patrick  violate  fo  many  rights, 
had  been  only  a  depravation  of  heart,  which  ftill 
left  an  exiftence  of  all  his  former  duties,  fince  he 
could  not  fuppofe  that  it  ever  was  from  reafon - 
able  motives  he  had  violated  them.  To  make  this 
ronclufion  more  indubitable,  I  fummed  up  all  the 
circumllances  of  Patrick's  firft  marriage  ;  it  was  from 
me,  by  whofe  miniftration  it  was  effefted,  that  he  muft 
learn  an  account  of  them.  There  was  nothing  want- 
ing in  it   to  make   the   attachment  facred,  and  of  a 

nature 
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mature  Inviolable.  All  thcfe  confiderations  that  hap- 
pened after,  and  which  had  their  fource  only  from 
the  difordcT  of  a  violent  palTion,  ought  to  pafs  for  fo 
many  ridiculous  devices  in  the  eyes  of  rcafon,  and 
perhaps  for  fo  many  crimes  in  the  eyes  of  religion. 
Thus,  whatever  time  had  paffed  in  fo  palpable  an 
error,  it  could  make  no  change  In  the  effential  obli- 
gations on  Patrick  ;  and  his  firll  marriage,  added  I, 
appeared  to  mc  to  be  fo  little  altered  by  the  fecond, 
that  if  my  fentimcnts  of  It  had  been  believed,  there 
had  been  no  neccfllty  to  renew  It. 

This  detail  related  to  the  main  point  of  the 
difputc  ;  but  defiring  no  kfs  to  be  juftified  upon  ac- 
count of  the  quarrel,  I  declared  to  him  plainly,  thi;^t 
he  deceived  himfelf,  If  he  ever  thought  that  Sarah 
FIncer  had  for  one  moment  loll  the  hopes  of  being 
reconciled  one  day  or  other  to  her  hufband,  or, 
that  fhe  had  ever  ceafed  to  look  upon  herfelf  a^ 
his  wife.  I  had  been  a  perpetual  witnefs  of  hep 
conduct,  as  much  as  a  confident  of  her  refle«5^Ions 
and  troubles.  As  to  myfclf,  who  had  m  truth, 
agulnll  the  light  of  my  undcrftandlng,  been  inclined 
to  give  into  the  opinion,  that  (he  was*  free,  and 
who,  upon  the  united  opinions  of  the  king  and 
our  blihopj  had  for  the  fake ,  of  peace  countenan- 
ced her  entering  Into  another  engagement,  I  'n\ 
vain  laboured  to  combat  her  obftinacy,  and  had 
been  In  the  end  reduced  to  allow  that  my  fen- 
timcnts were  not  dliTcrent  from  hers.  He  had  then 
flattered  lumfelf  out  of  feafon,  If  he  had  thought 
her  In  a  capacity  voluntarily  to  receive  his  ad- 
drcflls  ;  and  In  all  thofc  things  that  his  Iiicllna- 
tioris  had  reprefcntcd  to  him  as  moll  favourable  to  Iiis 
love,  he  had  fccn  nothing  but  the  cfFtdl  of  an  ex- 
treme complaifance  for  a  brotlter  in-law  whom  rtic 
cftcemed,  or  of  a  forced  confiJcraiion  for  a  maa 
whom  (he  had  a.  thoufand  reafons  to  manage,  and 
the  more  fo,  fince  fhe  had  obtained  the  favour  of 
the  count  to  make  her  retreat  m  hi«  houfe,  which 
was  in  a  manner  the  center  of  our  family.  She 
H  4  had 
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had  hcrfelf  made  me  this  confeffion  ;  and  when 
the  death  of  her  rlral  had  revived  all  her  hopes, 
fhe  had  conceived  more  than  ever,  tliat  he  might  oc- 
cafion  her  too  much  evil  or  good  not  to  manage  him 
in  his  weaknefies. 

I  favv  Tenermill  blufh  during  this  declaration, 
as  if  he  had  felt  a  fharp  confufion  for  having  been 
fo  long  the  bubble  of  fv^mc  flattering  appearances. 
But  pretending  not  to  take  notice  of  his  diforder, 
I -continued  to  relate  to  him,  vi'ith  what  ardour 
Sanah  had  given  her  intercfts  in  charge  to  me  up- 
on making  my  journey  to  Spain  ;  which  (he  had 
the  ihoughts  of  taking  in  my  company,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  my  ol)jc<5l:ion8  flopped  her.  Since  my 
return,  I  had  fcarce  any  other  occupation  thaa  to 
make  myfelf  ferviceable  to  her  views  j  and  at  the 
very  time  he  had  taken  me  afide  to  difcover  to  me  the 
king's  promifcs,  and  the  method  he  would  take  to 
haften  the  execution  of  them,  I  was  charged  with 
orders  from  Sarah  to  bring  Patrick  into  her  a- 
partment.  What  other  choice  could  1  make,  than 
to  liften  to  him,  as  I  had  done,  with  all  the  com- 
plaifance  he  could  dcfire,  and  to  promife  him  an  in- 
violable Hdelity  in  keeping  his  fecret  ?  I  had  fo 
perfeftly  obferved  my  promife,  that  he  had  no  need 
to  fear  either  the  raillery,  that  is  the  confequence 
of  abortive  projedls,  or  even  the  triumph  of  his 
brother,  who  (liould  never  know  from  me  what 
honour  and  friendihip  had  enjoined  me  to  conceal 
eternally,  Thus^  added  I,  did  I  reckon  equally 
both  to  fee  hira  renounce  his  preienfions,  of  which 
he  could  hope  for  no  further  fuccefs,  and  to  find 
in  him  the  inclination,  he  ought  to  have,  of  living  in 
a  good  underftanding  with  his  brother. 

He  hearkened  to  me  with  an  attention  that  I  could 
not  be  enough  fatisfied  with,  and  which  I  began  to 
take  for  an  omen  of  my  victory.  I  waited  for  his 
anfwer,  which  he  fiiade  me  with  as  much  exa6lnefs 
as  perfpicuity.  I  will  not  take  up  my  time,  faid 
ke,    rifmg  off  his   chair,    to  difentangle   your  cavils 

and 
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and  fophiTms.  I  have  no  other  laws  to  regard  for 
ihls  world,  but  thofe  of  the  king,  and  for  the  other 
world,  but  thofe  of  the  church  :  They  are  both 
united  in  my  favour  ;  this  is  the  foundation  of  my 
pretenfions.  If  Sarah  is  fo  little  nice  as  to  forget 
the  outrages  (lie  has  received  from  my  brother,  I 
hope  the  king  will  not  fo  eafily  forget  the  word  he 
has  given  me.  But  even  under  thefe  two  fu^^pofitions,. 
added  he,  turning  himfelf  to  the  door,  I  fhall  always- 
take  care  not  tofuffer  my  younger  brother  to  obtain  the 
^  afcendant  over  me,  and  to  be  upon  my  guard  againft 
the  treachery  of  my  elder.  He  left  mc,  notwlthftand- 
ing  the  inftances  I  made  to  detain  him. 

I  fhould  have  wanted  nothing,  if  I  had  fought 
only  to  difcover  his  difpofitions.  Never  did  an 
ulcerated  heart  betray  itfclf  by  more  manifeft  and 
undifguifed  paffions,  although  he  laboured  all  in  his 
power  to  curb  or  conceal  them.  But  the  knowledge 
of  the  evil  made  me  better  perceive  the  neceflity  of  a 
fpeedy  remedy.  After  a  number  of  reflections,  I  was 
convinced,  that  the  inoft  infallible  method  J  had  to 
take,  was  that  I  had  mentioned  at  firft  to  Patrick  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  to  engage  Scirah  to  go  to  St  Germain,  and 
there  marry  him  in  the  fight  and  under  the  protcdlion 
of  the  king,  by  renewing  the  church  ceremonies, 
■which  perhaps  were  not  neceffary  to  render  their  en- 
gagements more  facred,  but  which  yet  feemed  to  me 
capable  of  flopping  all  oppofition.  I  went  out  of  my 
chamber,  to  impart  this  thought  to  Sarah.  But  how 
great  was  my  aftonifliment  to  learn  at  her  door,  that 
fhe  had  forbidden  her  fcrvanta  to  open  it  to  mc  J  I 
infilled  to  come  in,  that  I  might  difcover  the  caufe  of 
fo  unticcoun table  a  refufal.  Her  fervants  knew  no- 
thing of  it  ;  but  her  chamber-maid,  who  cari^c  as  if 
by  chance  at  the  noife  of  my  voice,  put  a  note  pri- 
vately into  my  hand,  telling  me  that  (be  had  juft  re- 
ceived It,  and  had  order?  to  give  it  mc  without  letting 
any  body  know  a  word  of  the  matter. 

Retiring  immediately,   I  read   in    the  hand-urilinpj 

ftf  Sarah,  that  Tctiermill,  who  had  juft  left  her,  had 

H  5  ir.trcated 
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Intreated  her  not  to  receive  for  fome  days  eithei* 
Patrick  or  me  ;  and  that  having  made  her  this  rc- 
queil  with  a  great  deal  of  politenefs,  he  was  refolved 
to  cut  his  brother's  throat,  and  to  feek  an  oppor- 
tunity to  offer  me  fome  pubh"c  affront.  He  had  quit- 
ted her,  without  adding  a  fingle  cxpoflulation  to  this 
compliment.  Sarah  not  doubting  but  flie  was  watch- 
cd,  had  fubmltted  immediately  to  thofc  terrible  orders. 
She  prayed  me  by  her  letters  to  pretend,  that  I  was 
ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  it,  and  to  confcfs  to  nobody 
that  I  had  the  account  from  her. 

It  appeared  very  difficult  to  penetrate  into  this 
proceeding.  Neverthelefs,  I  have  omitted  one  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  letter,  which  made  me  find  lefs 
injuflice  in  it  in  appearance.  Tenermill  had  promifed, 
that  on  his  fide  he  would  not  expofe  Sarah  to  the 
importunities  of  his  vifits,  for  fo  long  a  time  at  Icaft 
ai  ilie  (hould  make  the  facrifice  he  exaded  continue. 

Whatever  view  I  could  fuppofe  he  had,  this  kind 
of  equality  which  he  put  betv/een  himfelf  and  us, 
perfuaded  mc,  that  it  was  not  to  violence  he  intend- 
ed to  have  recourfe.  I  was  retiring  to  my  chamber 
much  comforted  w'ith  this  thought,  defigning  to 
make  ufe  alfo  of  the  pen  to  let  Sarah  know  what 
I  had  confidercd  as  moll  fuitablc  to  her  intereits  : 
But  my  meeting  I>onna  Figucrrez,  v/hom  Tenermill 
led  by  the  hand,  obliged  me  to  flop  in  fpiie  of  me. 
She  preffed  me  with  fo  many  intreaties  to  afford  her  a 
moment's  converfation,  that  not  having  it  in  my 
power  to  make  her  relifh  my  pretences  and  excufes, 
I   was    under    the   neceffity    of  following    her    to    the 

apartmtnt  of  the    countefs    of  S Tenermill 

fmiled  at  my  embarrafment  ;  and  without  doubt  did 
not  triumph  lefs  at  the  law  he  had  impofed  on  Sarah 
Fincer,  of  which  he  eafily  judged  I  had  already  un- 
dergone the  rigour. 

Donna  Figuerrez  was  no  fooner  got  into  my  filler's 
antichamber,  than  ordering  all  the  fervants  of  the 
Ijoufe  to  delay  for  a  moment  giving  the  countefs 
notice   of   her    arrival,    fhc   took   me   by   the   hand. 
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and  praying  Tenermlll  to  excufe  her  for  talking  apart 
with  me,  (he  drew  me  towards  a  windov\',  where 
we  could  not  be  overheard.  There  looking  on  me  with 
a  fteady  tye,  it  is  my  impatience,  faid  flie,  to  talk 
to  'you,  and  the  doubt  whether  you  would  confent  to 
grant  mc  that  favour  at  my  houfc,  that  brought  me 
here  this  morning.  After  feme  compliments,  that 
corrcfponded  very  well  with  this  beginning,  fhe  re- 
proached me  with  a  wheedling  air  for  having  dif- 
guifed  from  her  the  reafons  that  had  made  me  op- 
pofe  the  inclinations  (he  had  difcovered  to  mc  for 
my  brother.  I  learned  them  yeflerday,  continued  fhc, 
from  my  lord  Tenermill,  who  has  not  concealed  frorii 
iBc  neither  the  paflion  he  has  for  the  fair  Sarah. 
Fincer,  nor  confequcntly  the  ardour  with  which  he 
wifhes  to  fupplant  his  rival.  Without  opening  to 
him  my  views,  which  he  Is  yet  ignorant  of,  and 
from  the  fole  pcrfuafion  he  is  in,  that  you  can  do 
more  than  all  mankind  for  our  common  fatisfa6lion,|, 
I  have  contrived  a  plan,  which  will  wonderfully 
conciliate  all  our  intercfts.  Join  my  lord  Tenermill 
to  Sarah  Fincer,  and  Patrick  to  mc.  As  a  re- 
ward for  this  fervice,  I  dare  promife  you  from  the 
credit  of  the  ambaflador  and  my  intereft,  that  you 
/hall  have  offhand  one  of  the  bed  bifliopricks  in 
Spain  or  France  She  thought  fhe  had  made  fo  great 
an  imprefiion  on  me  hy  this  olfer,  that  looking  on 
me  with  a  fmile,  fhc  did  not  fo  much  as  add  any 
refle<flion  to  make  me  fenfible  of  the  Importance  of 
the  favour.  I  read  in  her  eyes,  that  (lie  already 
thought  herfclf  fure  of  my  anfv\'er.  But  bcfides  the 
temerity  of  her  promife,  which  could  fcducc  no 
body  but  a  man  fo  much  blindcil  by  ambition  as  to 
(hut  his  eyes  upon  all  obllacles,  I  durft  believe,  that 
from  the  idea,  which  to  the  prcfcnt  time  rfilght  be 
formed  of  my  chara£\er,  no  body  could  be  cafily  per- 
fuaded,  that  a  motive  of  this  nature  was  capable  of 
alTcfting  me  :  S )  I  needed  no  effort  to  defend 
Tnyfelf  from  the  fedudion.  On  the  contrary,  fmi- 
litig  ill  my  turn    at    the    confidence  flic  had  placed: 
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in  her  artifice,  I  anfwered  her  with  as  much  fim- 
pliclty  and  fweetncfs,  as  was  poffible  for  me  ta 
bring  into  the  air  of  my  countenance  and  exprefli- 
ons*,  that  fhe  had  offered  me  a  fuperfluous  motive  to 
engage  me  in  my  duty,  and  that  1  (hould  be  difpofed 
to  fpare  no  pains  in  eflablifhlng  the  honour  and  tran- 
quillity of  my  family.  Having  given  this  anfwer 
I  retired,  without  examing  whether  (he  had  pene- 
trated into  the  meaning  of  it.  I  had  more  curiofity 
in  pafiing  near  Tenermill,  who  ilepped  forward  to 
meet  her.  I  h'fted  up  my  eyes  on  him,  and  fought 
to  difcover  in  his,  whether  he  had  as  little  (hare  in 
the  propofal  of  Donna  Figuerrez,  as  fhe  would  have 
perfuaded  me.  But  the  cold  and  ferious  air,  with 
which  he  fainted  me,  made  mc  judge  that  he  was 
indeed  ignorant  of  it. 

This  contrivance  of  Tenermill,  into  which  1  was  even 
uncertain  whether  he  had  not  the  addrefs  of  bringing 

the   count    and   count^fs  of  S ,   made    mc    haften 

only  the  more  to  give  the  explanation  I  defired  of  my 
views  to  Sarah  Fincer.  However,  1  was  Hopped  by 
a  difficulty  to  which  \  had  given  Uttle  attention  in 
forming  my  project.  I  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but 
Sarah  would  follow  my  advice,  and  that  the  bare 
reading  of  my  letter  would  infpire  her  with  a  quick 
impatience  to  go  to  St  Germain.  But  watched,  as  I 
fuppofed  file  was  by  the  orders  of  Tenermill,  what 
v/ay  could  (he  take  to  (leal  off  privately  ?  And  would 
it  become  a  woman  fo  reicrved  to  go  away  from  the 
count's  houfe,  without  giving  him  notice  of  her 
departure  ?  Neverthelefs,  as  I  could  take  upon  me  on 
the  fpot  to  make  her  excufes,  this  obdacle  flopped 
me  lefs  than  the  other.  I  refolved  at  length  to 
obferve  to  her  that  I  would  keep  a  chaife  ready 
whatever  happened,  and  that  if  fhe  confented  to 
go,  (he  fhould  herfelf  fiod  out  the  opportunity  of 
efcaping  with  her  chamber-maid  and  two  lacqueys. 
1  put  my  letter  into  fafe  hands,  and  went  out 
immediately  to  get  my  chaife  in  readinefs.  The 
bearer    of   my  note    had    orders  to  bring  a  pofiiiipe 

anfwer. 
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anfwer,   as  to  the  hour  and  other  eircumflanccs  which 
I  ought  not  to  be  ignorant  of. 

In  recolledng  the  offers  of  Donna  Figuerrez,  if 
I  did  not  find  myfelf  aduated  by  ambition,  I  was 
diilurbed  by  fear,  for  which  I  faw  b«t  too  ftrong  a 
foundation.  This  ardour  of  gaining  my  intereft 
fliewed  fo  much  vivacity  in  her  defircs,  that  being 
feconded,  as  I  had  no  reafon  to  doubt,  by  the  coun^- 
fels  of  Tenermill,  (he  was  capable  of  throwing  UsJ  into 
fome  new  embarrafment,  which  I  had  not  at  all  fore*- 
feen.  This  was  another  motive  to  prefs  the  depar- 
ture of  Sarah.  I  gave  her  notice  that  the  chaife  was 
ready.  The  night,  which  was  not  far  off,  might 
favour  her  efcape.  She  got  out  of  the  houfe  indeed, 
but  with  fuch  bad  fortune  in  her  paffage,  that  the 
firft  object  that  ftruck  her  eyes,  in  two  minutes  which 
(he  pufrcd  under  the  gate  waiting  till  they  brought 
up  the  chaife,  was  my  lord  Tenermill's  coach,  whom 
a  fort  of  mifgiving  had  brought  back  to  the  count's. 
He  perceived  her,  and  alighting  with  tranfport  when 
he  faw  the  chaife  advance,  of  which  he  knew  the 
driver  to  be  a  man  whom  1  employed,  he  had  no 
occafion  to  have  a  confeflion  of  her  dtfign  in  order 
to  difcover  at  lead  a  part  of  it.  He  ncverthelefs  pref- 
fed  her  to  inform  him  where  (he  was  g<n'ng.  The 
difficulty  of  hitting  upon  an  anfwer  ready  enough, 
made  her  confcfs  that  flie  was  going  to  St  Germain. 
She  added  only,  to  give  a  colour  to  her  journey,  that 
not  having  yet  had  the.  honour  of  being  prcfcntcd  to 
the  king,  whofe  protcdtion  might  be  neccflary  for  her 
in  France,  fhe  was  going  for  the  fird  time  to  make 
her  court  to  him.  IVncrmill  readily  laid  hold  of  ihTs 
overture.  It  is  flrangi-,  madam,  faid  he,  that  you 
have  no  ptrfon  to  .rtcrid  you  :  A  thonfand  reafon* 
fhould oblige  you  to  ihlnk  of  this  ;  i'.iui  though  I  can 
well  imagintf  you  reckon  upon  lome  body  at  St  Ger- 
main to  prcfeiit  yon  to  the  king,  yet  I  look  upon 
it  as  a  happincfs  to  have  come  fo  feafonably,  that  I 
may  take  care  at  leall  of  conducing  you  thiihcr.  She 
e.xcufcd   hcrfclf  from   accepting  this   cflcr  by  aii   tbc 

rcafoAf  ■ 
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rcafons  flic  could  think  of:  But  the  ardent  Tencrmill 
added  the  two  horfes  of  my  chaife  to  his  coach,  and 
taking  her  by  the  hand,  without  minding  her  refif- 
tance,  went  in  with  her,  and  gave  orders  to  the  coach- 
man to  drive  forward. 

He  had  two  views  ;  one  to  make  fure  of  her  in  not 
Jetting  her  out  of  fight  a  moment  j  the  other,  which 
was  not  the  effed  of  a  fudden  refledion,  to  take 
advantage  of  an  opportunity  he  had  a  long  time 
defired  without  being  hitherto  able  to  obtain,  to 
engage  the  king  to  efpoufe  immediately  his  interefls 
with  Sarah,  and  even  to  follicit  her  to  receive  the 
hand  of  a  man,  on  whom  he  intended  to  heap  his 
favours.  Thus  chance  forwarded  his  moll  eager 
dcfires.  He  had  good  hopes  not  to  quit  her,  as  he 
had  given  her  to  underftand,  upon  his  arrival  at 
court,  and  his  defign  being  on  the  contrary  to  wait 
on  the  king  next  day  with  her,  he  would  pafs  the 
night  at  St  Germain,  having  firft  fet  her  down  at 
the  place  where  he  fuppofed  (he  was  expeded.  As  to 
Sarah,  whom  I  had  promifed  an  apartment  at  Mr  de 
Sercine's,  (he  had  no  means  of  concealing  where  fhe 
intended  to  alight  ;  and  this  was  a  new  fubjed  of  joy 
for  Tenermill,  who  always,  as  Patrick  alfo  and  I  did, 
lodged  in  the  fame  houfe. 

But  the  idea  one  could  conceive  of  the  difquiet 
and  vexation  of  Sarah  could  not  make  one  fufficiently 
comprehend  what  were  my  own  fears.  I  was  mounted 
on  horfc-back  to  attend  her,  and  defirous  to  avoid 
being  fecn  in  the  count's  flreet,  I  rode  out  of  Paris 
to  wait  for  her.  The  fight  of  my  brother's  coach, 
which  I  immediately  knew,  at  firft  gave  me  only 
apprehenfions  of  the  crofs  and  unfeafonable  time  that 
his  prefence  threatened  us  v/ith  at  St  Germain.  How- 
ever, as  he  moll  commonly  made  this  journey  in  an 
evening  to  be  at  the  king's  couchee,  aud  returned 
immediately  to  lie  at  Paris,  I  had  hopes  of  concealing 
purfelves  from  him  till  his  departure.  But  1  inllantly 
not  only  loft  this  expeclation,  but  alfo  fell  into  a  mortal 
difquist  upon  feeing  Sarah  fitting  by  his  fide.     What 
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could  I  think  of  fuch  an  unexpcAcd  fight  ?  I  had 
gone  afide  behind  a  hired  coach,  which  luckily  flop- 
ped on  the  road.  Tenei  mill  did  not  perceive  mc ; 
but  one  of  Sarah's  lacquies  knowing  me,  I  gave 
him  a  fign  to  alight,  and  learned  from  him  in  an 
inflant  the  violence  that  had  been  done  his  mif- 
trcfs.  I  recommended  to  him  difcretion,  and  im- 
mediately refolving  what  to  do  according  to  the 
circumitances,  I  put  forward  my  horfe  with  the 
fpeed  of  a  jockey.  My  defign  was  to  get  to  St 
Germain  before  Tenermill  and  Sarah,  to  prepofiefs 
Mr  de  Sercine  with  notice  of  their  arrival,  to  en- 
gage Patrick,  whom  I  fuppofed  to  lodge  there,  to 
keep  out  of  the  way  till  the  departure  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  to  wait  there  myfelf  to  obfcrve  what  con- 
dud  he  would  hold  with  Sarah.  He  did  not  know 
mc  as  I  pafTed  by,  being  wrapped  up  in  my  cloak. 
I  found  Patrick  at  Mr  de  Sercine's.  I  told  them 
both  by  whom  I  was  followed  ;  and  perceiving  the 
imprtflion  this  news  made  on  Patrick,  I  immediately 
informed  him  of  every  thing  that  might  fervc  to 
give  him  courage. 

It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  I  made  him  con- 
fent  to  give  way  to  his  brother.  Me  murmured  at  a 
fubmiHion,  which  he  did  not  at  all  think  due  to  his 
years,  and  which  moreover  love  was  fufficicnt  to  make 
him  dil4>enfc  with.  1  labowred  to  make  him  confidcr 
it  as  a  difcretion  neceflary  for  himfelf,  and  without 
which  I  durft  not  anfwer  for  a  thoufand  obftaclrs 
that  might  perhaps  ruin  his  hopes.  How  ?  faid  he 
U'ith  bitterncfs,  will  the  cruel  Tenermill  not  yet  be 
tired  of  purfuing  me  ?  He  has  in  the  fird  moment 
ravifhed  me  of  a  fati&fa6\ion,  of  which  I  had  made 
only  an  efiay.  He  fcarce  left  me  time  to  pro- 
nounce to  Sarah  the  name  of  gratitude  and  love  ; 
and  mud  I  again  find  him  here,  to  wreft  from  me 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  her,  and  perhaps  to  abufe  the 
king's  favour,  whom  he  has  difpofcd  in  my  abfcncc 
to  embrace  all  his  temerities  ?  You  fail,  anfwered 
ir  duty  to  the  king,  and  in  jullicc  to  your 
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brother.  He  loves  Sarah.  He  began  to  love  her  at 
a  time  he  might  do  it  without  a  crime.  Judge  of 
his  fcntiments  by  your  own.  I  have  heard  you  fay 
a  thoufand  times,  that  the  motions  of  the  heart  are 
not  eafily  kept  in  fubjedion.  If  he  be  tranfported 
beyond  bounds,  it  i«  not  by  outrage  or  violence  he 
mud  be  reclaimed.  Let  us  try  the  way  I  have  pro- 
pofcd  to  you,  and  doubt  not  but  he  ^ill  yield  more 
freely  than  you  to  the  king's  authority,  if  he  fees  it 
declared  in    our  favour. 

I  was  indeed  perfuaded  that  the  ambition  of  Te- 
rermill  would  foon  cure  him  of  his  love,  when  he 
might  find  a  merit  with  his  mafter  of  a  facrificc  he 
had  to  make  to  his  pleafure.  Patrick  at  length  fub- 
mitted  to  my  reafons.  He  withdrew  to  another 
friend  of  our  family,  where  I  undertook  to  give 
him  notice  of  what  fhould  pafs  in  his  abfence.  He 
had  but  juft  gone  out  when  wc  faw  Tenermill's  coach 
appear.  Mr  de  Sercine  received  Sarah  with  all  the 
careffcs  necefTary  to  infpire  her  with  a  confidence 
in  his  fervices.  The  evening  pafled  over  in  a  com- 
mon cold  converfation,  oecafioned  by  the  care  Tener- 
mill  had  taken  of  diverting  every  thing  that  might  give 
any  fufpicion  of  his  defign  ;  and  Sarah,  being  continu- 
ally watched  by  his  eyes,  had  diiSculty  to  find  an  op- 
portunity of  making  complaints  to  nic  of  this  tyranny. 

The  hopes  I  had  conceived  of  feeing  him  go  off 
that  night,  had  prevented  me  from  being  as  fenfible 
as  fhe  was  to  the  obftinacy  he  fliewed  in  perfecuting 
her.  But  when  I  underftood  in  the  morning  not 
only  that  he  was  not  returned  to  Paris,  but  that 
he  had  offered  to  Sarah  his  hand  to  lead  her  to 
the  caftle  with  madam  de  Sercine,  I  began  to  form 
fufpicions,  which  made  me  obferve  in  my  turn  his 
conduct  and  words.  Having  advertifed  Sarah,  to 
miftruft  his  offers,  and  to  pretend  fome  indifpofition 
to  excufe  her  appearing  at  court,  I  laid  myfelf  out 
to  follow  him  in  all  his  fleps,  keeping  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  him,  efpecially  in  the  king's  chamber-; 
where  I  indeed  obferved  that  this  prince  treated  him 
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with  extraordinary  favour.  I  foon  underftood  by  bis 
words,  that  he  had  informed  his  majefty  of  Sarah's 
arrival  at  St  Germain,  and  that  he  had  even  pre- 
pofTefled  him  of  fome  defign,  of  which  he  affected, 
to  fpeak.  myllerioufly  in  public.  My  fears  did  not 
give  me  liberty  to  fcek  to  clear  up  the  fecret  ;  but 
they  were  (Irong  enough  upon  me  to  make  me 
change  the  advice  I  had  given  Sarah.  Inltead  of 
deferring  her  appearance  longer,  I  thought  (lie  could 
not  be  too  hafly.in  executing  the  plan  I  had  formed 
with  Patrick.  I  gave  her  notice  of  it  myfelf.  No- 
thing pleafing  better  her  impatience,  the  execution 
was  put  off  no  longer  than  that  morning.  I 
could  have  wifhed  to  have  found  out  fome  moment 
when  Tenermill  ftiould  be  abfent  from  the  king's 
apartment  ;  but  I  even  palled  over  this  fcruple, 
and  fancied,  if  he  had  any  thing  to  fnficr  from  a 
fcene,  of  which  he  fliould  be  a  witnefs,  it  would 
help  better  to  make  him  for  ever  turn  his  back  to. 
all  hopes,  whereof  we  were  dciirouj  to  Hop  up 
the  courfe.  We  faw  him  go  out  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  levee.  Sarah,  more  brilliant  by 
her  natural  graces  than  her  drefs,  though  (he  had 
neglcdted  nothing  to  fct  them  off  by  the  moll  courtly 
attire,  was  accompanied  by  monlieur  and  madame 
de  Serclne  ;  whillt  Patrick,  dreffed  out  with  the 
fame  air  of  magnificence  and  gallantry,  took  the 
fame  way  to  meet  them  at  the  door  of  the  caftle. 
I  went  alone  into  the  king's  apartment,  almofl 
as  foon  as  Tenermill.  Among  many  ftrangcrs,  who 
liad  come  to  make  tlieir  court  to  this  prince,  I  ob- 
fcrvcd  the  Spanifh  ambafTador,  with  whom  1  was 
furprifed  to  fee  Tenermill  in  familiar  converfatlon. 
I  was  yet  more  fo  upon  obferving  them  both  to  fmllc 
when  they  faw  me,  and  fpeak  to  the  king  with  an 
air  that  convinced  me  I  waa  the  fubjcd\  of  their  con- 
verfaiion.  From  thence  I  took  occafion  to  be  more 
(hy  and  rcfcrvcd  in  going  forward.  But  the  king 
Ijaving  perceived  me  himfclf,  beckoned  to  mc  \.k> 
come  near  him.     I  was  going  to  fend  for  you,  faid  he, 
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ifyouhadnot  appeared  fo  feafonably  :  and  fpeakiug 
to  me,  with  his  Mfiial  goodnefs^  of  the  favourable  inten- 
tions he  had  for  my  family;  you  ought  not  to  oppofc 
them,  continued  he,  by  the  caprices  of  which  they 
accufe  you.  They  have  propofed  to  me  a  plan, 
which  affures  your  fortune,  and  that  of  your  bro- 
ther's. Mr  ambaffador  will  explain  it  to  you  ;  but 
I  approve  of  it,  fuch  as  it  has  been  juft  told  me,  and 
I  freely  confirm  the  promifes  1  iiave  given  of  making 
you  a  blihop,  if  you  do  not  remain  obftlnatc  In  re- 
jecting your  own  advantage  and  tliat  of  your  family, 
A  propolal  fo  unlimited  not  obliging  me  to  any  thing 
but  general  declarations  of  refptct  and  fubmlflion,  I 
made  no  halle  to  afk  the  arnbafiador  or  my  brother, 
what  thcfe  explanations  were,  that  \  thought  I  knew 
before  hand. 

But  the  moment  they  fc«;med  ui%ofed  to  take  me 
afide,  probably  to  fatlsfy  the  '..'ipatlence  they  ima- 
gined I  was  under,  mauamc  ie  Sercinc  and  Sarah 
came  forward,  having  demanded  perniiffion  of  the 
king;  and  Patrick,  who  follo»ved  thera  at  fome  dif- 
tance,  preffed  alfo  to  come  up,  to  prelent  himfelf  as 
foon  as  they  to  the  eyes  of  that  prince.  I  obferved 
the  aftonifhmcnt  of  Tenermiil.  He  drew  near  the 
king  again  upon  feeing  Fincer's  daughter  appear  j 
but  with  whatever  deiign  he  had  made  this  motion, 
his  furprife  fcemcd  to  be  mucii  incrcafid,  when  he 
had  perceived  Patrick.  It  diilurbed  him  to  that  de- 
gree as  to  make  him  anticipate  the  king,  w^ho  feimed 
difpofed  to  fpeak.  Sire,  fald  he,  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
your  majeily  will  not  forget  what  it  is  I  have  to  fear 
from  my  brothers.  It  would  be  injuttice,  anfwered 
this  good  prince,  to  refufe  hearing  them.  My  confi- 
dence redoubling  by  this  anfwer,  I  ftepped  forward 
immediately;  and  all  the  courtiers,  who  expelled 
fomething  entertaining  in  this  fcene,  ranked  them> 
felves  in  order  enough  to  leave  us,  as  it  were,  expo- 
fed  to  open  view  in  the  middle  of  the  circle  formed 
about  us. 
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Patrick  and  Sarah  took  advantage  alfo  of  a  dif- 
poiition  fo  favourable  ;  and  laying  hold  of  the  op- 
portunity, they  bent  one  knee  to  the  king  Patrick^s 
fpeech  had  more  force  and  tendcrnefs  in  it  thaa 
length.  Having  made  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
errors,  and  lamented  his  misfortunes,  he  requefted  of 
the  king  as  an  only  favour,  to  grant  him  a  felicity, 
of  which  he  had  not  before  juftly  undcrftood  the  va- 
lue. And  to  remove  all  appearance  of  doubting  his 
repentance,  he  confefTed,  that  in  the  warmed  ardour 
of  an  unhappy  paflion,  by  which  he  had  fufFered  him- 
fclf  to  be  overcome,  lie  had  never  fmothered  thofe 
fenlimeiits  of  his  heart,  wliich  In  fpitc  of  hini 
always  reprefcnted  to  his  memory  tlie  good  ciHcca 
and  charms  of  the  generous  Sarah.  He  added,  that 
in  returning  to  her  by  the  power  of  Inclination,  as 
much  as  by  the  force  of  duty,  he  had  betn  fo  happy 
as  to  find  in  her  the  fame  inclinations,  and  that  ha- 
ving no  right  to  expeft  any  thing  from  her  but 
hatred,  after  fo  much  ingratitude,  it  was  incumbent 
'on  him  to  difcharge  all  at  once  both  the  debts  of 
love  and  gratitude. 

This  Ihorc  harranguc,  delivered  with  a  good  deal 
of  graccfulnefs  and  genteel  aftion,  ralfed  in  iht  af- 
fembly  fuch  a  favourable  hum  of  approbatio:!,  that 
the  omen  from  thence  did  not  feem  to  be  v^ty  fortu- 
nate for  Tcnermlll.  His  indignation  and  confidion 
fparlclcd  in  his  eyes.  He  reqneded  pcrmiflion  of  the 
king  to  fpeak ;  but  that  prince  turning  towards  Sarah, 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  fpetftators,  who  Teemed 
to  expeA  fome  explanation  fri)m  her,  making  him 
forfce  that  he  (huuld  not  be  heard  with  the  fame 
favour,  he  chofe  flill  to  endure  this  ftcond  mortifi- 
cation, which  helped  to  take  away  from  \\\m  all  re^. 
mains  of  hope-:  For  Sarah  made  no  delay  to  rcqueft 
the  king's  confcnt  as  a  frivour  ;  and  declaring  to  hia 
majcfty,  that  confclencc  and  jullice  were  equally  in- 
terelted  in  if,  (he  implored  the  authority  royal  to 
fupport  her  jnll  rights,  and  from  thence  congratu- 
l«tcd  hcrfcif  for  having  no  oppofition  from  Patrick, 
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who  was  the  only  pcrfon  from  whom  fhe  had  drcadecl 
any  obftacle.  The  fenfe  of  this  fpeech  was  fo  clear, 
that  the  king,  addrcffing  himfelf  to  Tencrmiil  and  the 
Spanifh  ambaffador,  demanded  of  them,  if  they  had 
been  aware  of  this  obftacle  to  the  plan  they  had  pro- 
pofed,  and  if  they  believed  that  there  was  any  anfwer 
to  be  made  to  the  requefts  of  a  hufband  and  wife, 
who  defired  the  per  million  of  living  well  together. 
The  ambafiador,  who  was  determined  to  nothing  but 
an  excefs  of  compliance  to  the  fervlce  of  his  niece, 
anfwered  hy  a  bow  of  his  head,  which  feemed  to 
difcover  as  much  fubmifiion  as  aftoniihment.  I  ex- 
pe<flcd  a  greater  rcfiftance  from  Tenermill  ;  but  whe- 
ther neceffity  of  circumftances  had  taken  away  all 
his  courage,  or  whether  the  opinion  I  always  had  of 
his  love  held  good,  he  chofe  to  a6l  a  p«irt,  that  drev7 
on  him  all  our  admiration,  and  that  of  the  king  him- 
felf. My  pretenfions,  faid  he,  (raifing  his  voice,  as 
if  he  had  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  whole  aflembly) 
have  always  fuppofed,  thai  juftice,  religion,  and  ail 
the  rights  which  are  this  day  fued  for  againft  me, 
were  on  the  contrary  united  in  my  favour;  and  I  had 
yet  this  further  reafon  to  fubmit  to  the  inclination  of 
my  heart,  that  in  the  marriage  I  propofcd,  I  thought 
to  have  found,  with  my  own  proper  advantages,  thofe 
©f  many  perfons  moft  dear  to  me,  and,  if  1  durft 
venture  to  fay  it,  thofe  even  of  — — — .  He  did  not 
mention  the  name  of  Sarah,  and  looking  only  on 
the  king,  as  if  he  had  been  fure  of  being  heard;  but 
I  cannot  refift,  added  he,  when  I  have  in  oppofuion 
to  me,  the  will  of  my  mailer,  and  the  happinefs  of  my 
brother. 

All  the  affembly  applauded  this  fpeech.  The 
king,  pleafed  perhaps  to  fee  himfelf  delivered  from 
an  embarrafment,  which  he  had  forefcen  from  the 
beginning  of  the  fcene,  highly  fet  off  this  generous 
refolution  by  great  encomiums,  and  ftooping  as  low 
as  the  ear  of  'Tenermill,  feemed  to  confult  him  a  mo- 
ment upon  Tome  point  that  was  to  me  a  fecret.  Af- 
terwards, as  if  he  had  thcn,refolved  what  to  fay,   the 
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mlfcarrlagc .  of  one  project,  faid  he  to  the  Spanifli 
ambaflador,  is  fometimes  repaired  by  another  :  What 
hinders  you  from  giving  your  niece  to  lord  Tencrr 
mill  ?  He  may  inform  you  to  what  I  have  deftined 
him  :  Moreover,  I  will  not  retra^l  my  promife  to 
Mr  Dean.  The  ambafTador^s  anfwer  was  as  po- 
lite as  it  ought  to  be  ;  but  not  venturing  to  engage 
without  the  participation  of  his  niece,  he  requelled 
time  of  the  king  to  know  her  thoughts. 

Tenermill  fupported  his  promifes  with  an  air  fo 
difengaged  and  natural,  that  1  thought  them  fincerc. 
Upon  our  return  to  Mr  de  Sercine's,  he  gave  his 
hand  to  Sarah,  and  turned  the  didurbances  he  had 
given  her  in  her  apartment  into  a  banter.  He  made 
apologies  to  his  brother  upon  the  foot  of  his  being 
ignorant  that  he  had  preferved  fo  great  an  affcftion 
for  her,  and  acknowledging  that  nobody  could  con- 
teft  his  prior  rights.  I  might  have  fufpedlcd  thefc 
proteftations  a  little,  who  had  taken  the  pains  to  give 
him  thefe  informations,  of  which  he  pretended  to  be 
ignorant ;  but  diftinguifliing  very  well  between  what 
might  be  afcribcd  to  his  politenefs,  and  to  a  defirc 
of  juflifying  himfelf,  I  never  imputed  it  to  him  as 
a  crime  to  exaggerate  a  little  the  integrity  of  his 
intentions.  My  friendfhip  for  *him  rekindled  jfo 
lively  by  the  facrifice  he  had  made  to  his  brother, 
that  beginning  again  to  grow  warm  in  hii  interefts, 
I  confidcrcd  how  far  I  ought  to  fuffer  him  to  lend  an 
ear  to  the  new  propofal  made  by  the  king  to  the 
ambaffador.  The  birth,  the  fortune,  and  even  the 
merit  of  Donna  Figucrrez  could  not  make  amends  for 
the  diforders  which  had  been  related  to  me  of  her 
condu<ft.  I  knew  that  Tenermill  had  too  much  ho- 
nour to  marry  a  woman  difgraced  in  Spain  by  twenty 
fcandalous  intrigues  ;  and  if  this  rcafon  had  made 
me  readily  conceive  why  the  an.baffador  had  fo  cafily 
confcntcd  to  propofc  her  to  the  king  for  a  younger 
brother  fuch  as  Patrick,  I  could  not  fmd  but  that  the 
fame  motives  ought  to  make  upon  us  the  fame  im- 
prcflion;  or  rather  I  was  pcrfuadcd  that  he  could  not 
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from  thence  have  conceived  even  any  hopes,  If  he  had 
imagined  that  I  had  brought  back  fuch  good  infor- 
mations from  Spain.  On  the  other  hand,  the  repug- 
nance I  had  to  difcover  odious  fecrets,  which  were 
not  known  in  France  by  any  body  but  me,  the  regards 
I  had  to  chriftlan  charity,  which  created  in  me  a  lavyr 
to  conceal  them,  and  even  the  fear  of  expofing  my- 
felf,  by  difcovering  them  to  the  revenge  of  a  wo- 
man, whofe  addrcfs  and  vivacity  1  knew,  had  call 
me  in  the  very  beginning  into  a  perplexity,  from 
whence  I  forcfaw  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  get  out. 

It  was  not  yet  time  to  examine  into  the  bottom  of 
difficulties  which  feemed  to  be  but  little  prcffing,  and 
I  was  not  in  hafte  even  to  difcover  by  what  new  in- 
trigue of  Donna  Figuerrez  the  Spanilh  ambafl'^dor 
came  to  St  Germain  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Sarah  and  Patrick  were  prcfented  to  the  king. 
Chance  alone  might  have  produced  this  meeting.  I 
was  more  agreeably  taken  up  at  our  arrival  at  M.  de 
Sercine's  by  divers  favours  of  heaven,  which  in  one 
moment  were  heaped  on  my  family  A  gentleman 
commilfioned  from  the  king,  beginning  by  compli- 
ments upon  the  marriage  of  Patrick,  declared  to  him, 
that  his  majeily's  pleafure  was  to  have  it  celebrated 
in  his  prefence,  and  calling  him  by  the  name  of  earl 
of  S ,  he  Informed  him,  that  he  was  juft  be- 
fore created  a  peer  of  Ireland  by  that  title.  I  have 
obferved  before,  that  Patrick  had  taken  on  him  the 
title  of  the  eldeft  of  our  family  upon  his  mar- 
riage with  Sarah  FIncer,  and  that  according  to  the 
cuftoms  of  our  iflands,  this  change  could  not  be  au- 
thorifed  but  by  the  prefumptive  renunciation  of  Te- 
ncrmill.  The  king,  \Vho  had  already  formed  fpecial 
views  for  all  our  family,  was  pleafed,  that  without 
having  recourfe  to  a  borrowed  title,  my  two  brotherg 
fhould  appear  in  Ireland  under  the  fame  dillinftion. 
But  perfiiling  no  Icfs  in  the  dcfign  of  particularly 
engaging  Patrick  to  his  perfon,  he  ordered  him  to 
be  informed,  that  with  the  dignity  of  his  chamber- 
lain, with  which  he  had  in/efted  him  upon  his  de- 
parture 
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•parture  to  Spain,  he  now  grahLed  to  him  that  of  his 
high-treafurer,  to  make  him  amends,  by  the  emolu- 
ments of  this  ofHce,  for  his  trouble  and  flavery  in 
the  other,  which  was  purely  honorary.  Among  the 
fmaH  number  of  lords,  of  which  the  court  of  St 
Germain  was  compofed,  it  ought  not  to  appear  fur- 
prifing,  that  two  employments  of  fuch  confcquencc 
were  united  in  the  fame  perfon.  They  were  even  more 
important  than  could  well  be  thought  from  the  idea 
liillorlans  have  given  of  this  king's  fituation.  The 
penfions  he  drew  from  the  court  of  France  and 
Spain  did  not  require  the  creation  of  any  extraor- 
dinary employment  to  receive  them  ;  becaufe  being 
paid  regularly  upon  a  bare  order,  they  were  not  fub- 
je6l  to  perplexed  accounts.  But  the  king  drew  con- 
fidcrable  fums  from  the  catholics,  and  other  fub- 
je£ls  of  England  and  Ireland.  He  had  there  in  the 
feveral  counties  offices  eftabllfhed  with  as  much  order 
and  regularity  as  in  the  moil  peaceable  years  of  his 
reign.  It  was  over  this  kind  of  revenue  that  he 
conllituted  Patrick  adminiftrator,  under  the  title  of 
high-treafurer. 

I  was  prefled  down  by  this  torrent  of  benefits. 
The  bearer  of  thefe  happy  tidings  had  orders  to  de- 
clare to  me  from  the  king,  that  he  had  collated  me  to 
the  bifliopric  of  Cloyn.  In  truth,  this  was  no  more 
than  a  titular  promotion,  without  any  particular  cure 
of  fouls,  and  without  revenue  :  But  the  intentioa 
of  this  prince  was  not  to  remove  me  from  continuing 
near  his  perfon  ;  and  propofing  only  to  make  me 
ufeful  in  his  fcrvice  in  Ireland,  his  dcfign  was,  that 
in  the  journeys  I  fhould  undertake  there,  my  dig- 
nity might  give  me  more  confidcration  among  the  ca- 
thoh'cs. 

We  Oiould  have  returned  immediately  to  the  caftle, 
to  difchargc  ourfelves  of  all  our  obligations  of  gra- 
titude, if  the  faine  gentleman  had  not  been  com- 
mifiioned  to  tell  us,  that  the  king  gave  us  fomc  days 
to  regulate  our  domellic  afFaire,  and  tl  at  we  fiiould 
have  notice  whenever  he  judged  it  proper  for  us  to 

fee 
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fee  him  again.  This  order,  which  agreed  fo  badl)" 
with  our  zeal,  proceeded  all  at  once  from  two  diffe- 
rent caufes.  We  were  informed  of  them  by  Tener- 
mill  before  night.  Not  having  the  fame  reafons  to 
abfent  himfelf  from  the  king's  prefence,  he  returned 
to  the  caftle.  The  Spanifh  amhaffador  remained 
there  after  us  ;  and  the  king,  who  was  under  lome 
concern  to  fee  the  execution  of  one  part  of  his  *:- 
figns  retarded  by  the  uncertainty  of  Tenermill's  mar- 
riage, inquired  particularly  of  that  mini  Her  uhat 
expedations  there  were  from  the  difpofitions  of  his 
niece.  He  did  not  doubt  but  on  lofing  all  hopes  of 
being  married  to  Patrick,  (lie  would  freely  confent  to 
receive  the  hand  of  his  brother  ;  and  difcovering  to 
him  his  refolutions  for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  for- 
tune, he  had  encouraged  the  ambafiador  by  this 
motive  to  ufe  all  ineans  for  haftening  the  marriage. 
The  time  he  had  given  us  to  regulate  our  affiiirs 
was  the  fame  he  was  willing  to  allow  Donna  Figuerrez 
to  come  to  a  refolution.  This  excellent  king  carried 
his  good  nature  fo  far  as  to  acquaint  Tenermill  wiih 
this  particular  ;  and  not  being  Ihy  of  letting  him  fee 
how  fenfibie  he  was  of  the  pleafure  of  making  us  all 
happy,  he  declared  further,  that  by  depriving  us  for 
fome  days  of  the  honour  of  feeing  him,  he  had  an 
eye  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  us  all  content,  and 
of  receiving  the  thanks  of  our  whole  family  all  at 
once.  Tenermill,  boing  already  as  expert  a  courtier 
as  if  he  had  learned  that  quality  by  long  experience, 
took  this    opportunity  of  putting  the  king  in  mind  of 

the    countefs  of  S ;   and   fome    wbrds  of    pralfe, 

turned  with  as  much  addrefs  as  truth,  made  thofe 
imprclTions  on  him,  of  which  this  dear  filler  felt  alfo 
the  eftcAs. 

The  joy  I  received  from  fo  many  agreeable  events 
would  have  been  pure  and  unmixed,  if  my  reflexions 
on  the  character  of  Donna  Figuerrez  had  not  ilepped 
in  to  interrupt  it.  Neverthelefs,  I  turned  over  the 
dlfcuflion  of  fo  ferlous  a  difficulty  till  m.y  return  to 
Paris.     Tenermill  being  without  love,  I  was  fure  of 

having 
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having  nothing  to  combat  in  his  heart,  if  I  fliould 
think  myfelf  under  an  obh'gation  of  making  him  drop 
the  defign  of  his  marriage.  I  favv  him  ncverthelefs  dif- 
pofcd  to  fpare  no  pains  in  order  to  give  it  fuccefs.  But 
I  could  not  conceive,  that  ambition  (which,  he  began 
to  confcfs  to  me,  was  the  only  paffion  that  poflefl'ed 
him  intirely)  had  made  him  fo  ardent  in  the  court- 
fhip  of  a  woman,  without  the  lead  degree  of  love. 
What  I  admired  only  as  an  effefl  of  his  h'vely  ima- 
gination was,  that  the  moment  he  turned  hk  defires 
on  that  fide,  he  mingled  the  charms  of  Donna  Figucrrez 
in  all  his  difcourfe,  with  as  much  fatisfacftion  and 
relifh,  as  if  he  had  felt  for  her  all  the  warmth  of  the 
moft  tender  pafllon.  He  had  feen  her  enough  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  her  whole  merit ;  and  in  the  need  (he  had 
thought  fhc  had  of  his  aid,  one  may  eafily  fancy  (he 
had  praiflifed  every  thing  to  gain  his  eftcem.  But 
having  once  penetrated  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  I 
thought  I  better  knew  his  fentiments  than  himfelf. 

He  no  fooner  arrived  at  Paris,  than  he  paid  her 
a  vifit  at  her  lodgings  with  the  fame  ardour;  and 
not  goiPg  about  the  budi  to  declare  his  defires  and 
hopes,  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  with  the  king's  pro- 
te(^ion,  the  approbation  of  the  ambaflador,  and  the 
declaration  of  his  own  love,  he  fiiould  eafily  obtain  to 
be  heard  upon  that  point.  But  it  was  not  ambition  that 
tickled  the  heart  of  this  beautiful  Spaniard  :  She  had 
juft  heard  from  her  uncle  the  ruin  of  her  love,  and 
this  news  had  call  her  into  a  frightful  defpair.  If 
ftie  did  herfelf  a  violence  in  receiving  Tcncrmill 
with  an  nndiiturbcd  countenance,  flic  could  not  hear 
that  he  built  his  happincfs  uAl  the  rcpulfc  Patrick 
had  given  to  her  paflion,  without  afcribing  to  him  a 
fhare  of  her  misfortune  j  and  this  thought  infpiring 
her  with  fury,  flie  treated  him  with  a  pride  which 
might  have  laeen  capable  of  difcouraging  him.  But 
according  to  the  opinion  he  had  of  women,  he  looked 
upon  their  rigcMirs  as  nothing  ;  and  not  feeling  for 
Dorma  Figuerrez  that  tender  inclination  which  had 
given  him  hopci  of  findi»ig  in   Sarah  the  fatisfa6lIon 

Vol.  hi.  1  of 
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of  his  heart  with  the  advantages  of  fortune,  he  did 
not  from  thence  entertain  lefs  hopes  of  vanquifhing 
her.  Thus  the  conibat  began  between  an  ambitious 
man  without  affedlion,  who  would  fain  triumph  over 
a  heart,  to  make  love  ferve  as  a  ftep  to  his  prefer- 
ment, and  a  woman  paflionately  tender  and  coquet- 
tifli,  who  preferring  the  fweet  delights  of  love  to  all 
advantages  of  fortune,  might  eafiiy  be  focrthed  by 
his  application  and  cares,  yet  could  be  moved 
only  by  fuch  as  *ihe  thought  fincere.  With  an 
experience  and  penetration,  which  gave  her  a  bet- 
ter judgment  of  love  than  any  other  woman,  fhe 
brought  into  this  kind  of  lids  a  heart  filled  with  ano- 
ther lover,  and  the  moft  unlucky  prepoflefiion  againft 
him  whom  flie  accuCed  of  her  ruin.  A  feverc  fchool  this 
for  Tenermill,  which  neverthelefs  furnifhcd  me  with 
profitable  leffons  for  the  knowledge  of  pafiions  and 
charafters. 

He  returned  from  this  vifit  with  a  diilurbcd  air, 
which  I  took  notice  of.  He  did  not  even  feek  to 
difguife  it  from  me  ;  and  giving  me  an  account  of 
the  reception  he  had  met  with  from  his  miflrefs,  he 
af]<ed  my  opinion  of  fo  whimfical  a  fetting  out.  I  had 
no  other  acquaintance  with  the  difpofition  of  Don- 
na Figuerrez  but,  from  the  informations  I  had  ga- 
thered up  in  Spain.  Her  chara(5ler,  fuch  as  I  had  then 
formed  to  mylelf  an  idea  of,  was  that  of  a  coquette  ; 
and  not  diftinguifhing  all  the  forts  of  them,    I  placed 

her  without  doubt  in   the  rank  of  madam  de  S 9 

whofe  black  artifices,  and  ihameful  irregularities,  I  fo 
well  knew.  It  would  have  been  a  taflc  too  new  for 
me  to  paint  out  ir^^ny  imagination  a  woman,  who 
had  united  In  her  chafalRer  as  many  perfections  as  de- 
fers ;  ■  one  who  lived  according  to  her  pafiions 
and  freaks,  yet  capable  neverthelefs  in  her  moments 
of  ferious  refledion  of  thinking  with  as  much  juftnefs 
and  propriety  as  a  man  the  moil  difllnguiflied  by  thefe 

two    qualities  ; always    pofifefTed   of  a   defire  of 

pleafing  ;  —  not  thinking  the  glory  of  a  wo- 
man to  confiil  but  in  the  multitude  of  her  conquefts, 

and 
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and  even  purchafing  them  by  her  voluntary  foibles, 
when    (he   could  only  find  this  way  to  put  on  or  rivet 

the    chains   of    a    lover; but    more    tender   and 

paffionate  thao  any  body  for  the  man  whom  (he  had 
the  art  of  bringing  to  her  love  ; —  with  all  ihis  — 
generous,    good,    fubtile,    but   without   malice   in  her 

wiles  and  artifices  ; always  ready  to  oblige  by 

her  fervices,  and  to  anticipate  requefts  by  her  offers 
and  diligence  ; as  feducing  alio  by  the  allure- 
ments of  her  humour  and  behaviour,  as  by  the  charms 
of  her  perfon  ;  in  fine,  —  one  compounded  of  a  thou- 
fand  virtues  and  as  many  foibles.  Such  nevertheleft 
was  Donna  Figuerrez,  and  I  had  to  this  time  done 
extreme  injuftice  to  her,  in  comparing  her  to  a  wo- 
man fo  debauched  and  vicious  as  raadame  de  S 

However,  as  I  was  yet  filled  with  this  notion,  and 
without  coming  to  a  refolutlon  of  the  difficulty  I 
had  began  to  examine,  the  opportunity  was  too  favour- 
able not  to  found  fully  the  principles  of  Tcnermill  ; 
I  ventured  by  chance  upon  fome  general  reflections 
upon  the  danger  of  taking  a  wife,  whofe  charadler 
and  condu6l  one  does  not  know.      I  could  have  cited 

for  example  mademoifclle  de  L ,  if  he   had 

not  been  yet  ignorant  of  the  unfortunate  adventure 
of  his  brother  ;  but  I  found  in  the  quality  of  a  fo- 
reigner, and  above  all  of  a  Spaniard,  fufficient  to 
give  form  enough  to  my  way  of  reafoning.  1  know 
not,  fald  I,  whether  the  birth  of  Donna  Figuerrc/, 
her  hopes  of  being  heircfs  to  the  ambaffador,  anvl 
even  the  favours  the  king  annexes  to  your  marriage, 
are  reafons  (Irong  enough  to  give  you  tranquillity 
under  this  fort  of  danger  ;  and  if  you  think  upon 
it  as  I  do,  it  will  be  at  leaft  a  remedy  for  your  confo- 
latlon  in  the  cafe,  wherein  the  rigours  you  complain 
of  may  make  you  abandon  your  cntcrprize. 

He  had  hcaikncdto  me  very  attentively.  You  could 
have  added,  anfwcrcd  he,  if  the  evils  you  have  re- 
lated arc  yet  ohly  matters  of  apprchtnfion,  or  if 
they  have  already  happened  ;  for  having  !)ecn  in  Spain, 
where  you  have  had  a»  much  acquaintance  as  Patrick 
1  2  with 
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with  Donna  Figuerrez,  it  is  ft  range  if  you  be  not  bete 
ler  informed  than  yen  are  willing  to  appear.  I  found 
myfelf  too  far  engaged.  However,  he  himfeif  fur* 
i.ifhed  nie  wiih  means  to  draw  myfclf  out  of  the  per- 
plexity. As  much  acquaintance  with  her  as  Patrick, 
replied  I,  in  the  way  of  defence  !  You  may  know 
irom  her  and  from  him,  that  I  never  faw  her  but  twice 
(luring  my  Hay  at  Madrid.  It  is  then  to  Patrick 
Limfelf,  replied  he,  that  I  muft  addrefs  myfelf,  to 
clear  up  the  doubts  you  would  infpire  mc  with.  But 
while  1  wait  for  his  teftimony,  I  may  confefs  to  you, 
added  he,  that  not  defiring  hereafter  to  look  for  more 
in  a  woman  than  thofe  conveniences,  which  an  ad- 
vantageous marriage  may  afford  for  the  advancement 
of  my  fortune,  I  ihall  perplex  myfelf  but  little  about 
the  eharadlcr  of  her  who  brings  me  birth  and  riches. 
Vv^e    were    interrupted    W'ith    the    acclamations  af 

the  count  and  countefs  of  S >,    who  returning 

home  had  been  informed  of  the  happy  arrival  of 
iSarah  and  Patrick,  and  who  having  yet  had  only 
lincertain  accounts  of  their  reconciliation  and  the 
king's  goodnefs,  were  eager  and  hafty  to  find  them 
out,  to  heap  on  them  their  careffes  and  congratula* 
tions.  We  went  together  to  their  apartment. 
Tiiey  were  there,  and  in  a  manner  intoxicated  with 
love  and  joy.  Patrick,  who  had  been  fo  long  a 
time  a  prey  to  grief  and  angulfh,  without  except- 
ing from  them  even  the  period  of  his  fatal  paflion, 
whicli  had  been  attended  with  too  much  vexation 
and  trouble,  not  to  have  made  fome  alteration  in 
his.  manners  and  humour,  feemed  to  have  refumed 
all  at  once  that  fweetnefs  and  grace  with  which  na- 
ture had  adorned  his  charafter.  He  received  the  marks 
uf  our  affedion  with  fuch  a  franknefs  of  heart 
as  laid  open  hi?  moft  inward  fentiraents  ;  and  he  him- 
feif comparing  his  fituation  with  that  he  remembered 
to  have  been  in  during  the  time  of  error,  which  his 
fenfelefs  prepoficffion  had  made  him  call  moft  happy,  he 
agreed,  that  the  pleafures  annexed  to  duty  are  of 
quite  another^  value  than  the  irregular  tranfports  of 
ithe  paflions. 

The 
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The  converfation  would  have  continued  a  long  time 
upon  a  fubjed^  fo  confornnable  to  the  taile  of  the 
whole  company,  if  word  had  not  been  brought  the 
coontefs,  that  Donna  Figuerrcz  wanted  to  fee  her. 
Tenermiii  inftantly  got  up,  and  in  great  haftc  went 
to  meet  her.  She  received  him  with  more  indiffe- 
rence than  anger.  But  when  fhc  faw  the  i:ountefo 
appear,  (he  prayed  him  to  leave  them  alone  toge- 
ther. Their  converfation  continued  a  long  time. 
We  were  told  all  the  circumllances  of  it  as  foon  as  fhc 
went  away. 

Without  diflembling  her  fentiments  for  Patrick, 
or  concealing  that  fhe  would  not  even  have  left  Spain 
but  fur  facilitating  the  means  of  becoming  his  wife, 
fhe  confefTcd  forthwith  to  the  countcfs,  that  feeing 
him  reconciled  to  Sarah  by  his  own  inclination, 
nothing  remained  to  her  but  to  make  ufc  of  her 
reafon  to  heal  her  heart.  But  not  being  at  once 
able  to  renounce  the  pleafurc  of  feeing  a  man  who 
had  been  fo  dear  to  her,  and  finding  not  much  Icfs  plea- 
furc  in  living  in  flrift  union  with  our  family,  fhc  re- 
quclled  of  my  filler  two  favours,  both  which  fhc 
hoped  to  obtain  ;  one,  to  make  her  that  very  day  ac- 
quainted with  Sarah,  whofe  friend  (hip  fhe  was  dtfirous 
of  cultivating;  the  other,  to  prevail  on  Patrick  to  treat 
her  at  lejll  with  the  ordinary  refpeft  of  politenefs, 
without  bting  fo  flifly  determined,  as  he  had  been 
ever  fince  his  return  to  France,  \n  refufmg  her  a  bare 
▼ifit.  Tlie  counlefs  being  willing  to  excufe  my 
brother,  as  not  having  made  any  flay  at  Pario,  I 
pardon  him  what  ispalt,  faid  Donna  Figuerrcx,  fmiling 
without  affedation,  but  I  defire  him  to  repair  his 
fault  by  a  fpccdy  vifit,  which  I  will  even  receive, 
if  he  abfolutcly  infills  on   it,  as  his  lafl  adieu. 

My  filler,  weighing  thcfe  two  req«clls,  found  Icfs 
difficulty  in  the  iall  than  the  firil.  She  promifcd  to 
lay  before  Patrick  what  he  owed  to  a  lady  fo  well 
difpofed  towards  him;  and  without  doubt,  added 
fhe,  will  have  no  need  of  entreaties  to  pay  fo  rca- 
iuaablc  a  duty.  But  knowing  what  a  little  relifh  Sa/. 
13'  rail, 
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rah  had  for  enlarging  her  acquaintance,  or  rather 
concealing  under  this  pretext  the  fear  of  fretting  her 
by  the  fight  of  a  new  rival,  Ihe  civilly  cxcufed  herfelf 
from  complying  with  this  requeft.  Her  two  propo- 
fals  neverthelefs  were  of  equal  importance  tg  her  ; 
and  to  lay  open  before  hand  a  fhare  .her  views,  (he 
did  not  defire  to  fee  Sarah,  but  to  b  convinced  of 
what  fhe  had  to  fear  from  her  charms,  or  to  find  by 
feeing  her  what  it  was  that  was  capable  of  making  an 
impreffion  on  the  heart  of  Patrick.  Thus  fhe  was  fo 
offended  at  my  filler's  refufal,  tliat  having  in  vain 
often  preffed  her  requeft  with  a  number  of  frcfh 
motives,  fhe  was  not  fo  far  miftrefs  of  her  vexation 
as  to  keep  in  her  tears ;  her  refentment  muft  have 
been  at  its  height.  She  took  her  leave  of  my  fifter 
with  a  conftrained  fhew  of  friendihip  and  thanks, 
in  order  to  pleafc  herfelf  at  leaft  with  the  expediation 
of  a  vifit  from  Patrick,  upon  which  (he  depended  fo 
much  the  more,  as  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  other 
favour,  flie  looked  on  the  promife  of  this  as  infallible. 
The  cour.tefs  furprifed  us  very  much  with  the  rela- 
tion of  this  converfation.  Tenermill,  for  ever  fpurred 
on  by  the  fame  zeal,  obferved  the  departure  of  Don- 
na Figuerrez,  and  offered  to  wait  on  her  home.  His 
abfencc  leaving  us  more  freedom  of  converfation,  I 
was  the  firft  to  commend  ray  fifter  for  her  refufal, 
and  to  raife  a  doubt  whct^ier  it  were  convenient  for 
Patrick  to  hazard  a  vifit,  of  which  I  could  not  pene- 
trate into  the  ufe.  However,  Sarah,  who  was  never 
capable  of  a  mean  diffidence,  and  Patrick,  who  thought 
himfelf  above  danger,  were  of  opinion  that  good 
manners  made  this  vifit  a  duty.  The  count  and 
couniefs  being  of  the  fame  way  of  thinkings  my 
advice  paffed  only  for  an  excefs  of  fcruple. 

As  this  refolution  was  not  to  be  executed  Imme- 
diately, we  waited  for  the  return  of  Tenermill,  who 
foon  came  and  rejoined  us.  His  countenance  declared 
the  tokens  of  his  joy  vlfible  to  every  body.  He  had 
been  treated,  as  he  told  us,  by  Donna  Figuerrez,  with 
fuch  favour  and  indulgence,  as  Ihc  had  not  fhewn  him 
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fn  bis  firft  vlfit.  But  his  happinefs  depended  on  liis 
brother.  You  muft,  faid  he  to  him,  take  the  trouble 
of  feeing  her,  to  oblige  me.  She  has  made  me  promife 
to  engage  you  to  it  thi%  very  day.  She  has  given  me 
hopes,  that  when  fhe  had  the  explanations  Ihe  expefted 
and  fhould  receive  with  confidence  from  you,  becaufe 
fhe  had  known  your  charafter  a  long  time,  that  our 
marriage  (hould  be  the  day  after  determined  with  all 
lier  heart  and  mind.  He  did  not  even  call  to  mind 
the  qjeftions  which  he  had  promifed  mc  to  afic  Pa- 
trick ;  and  thinking  of  nothing  but  to  urge  him  to  be 
gone,  he  thought  it  a  tedious  time  to  fee  him  return, 
to  give  the  lall  certainty  to  his  hopes. 

The  night  had  already  fpread  its  fhades  over  the 
earth  ;  but  wc  were  in  a  feafon  when  the  days  were 
fliort.  Ic  was  fome  time  yet  before  Patrick  had  abfo- 
lutely  determined  not  to  put  off  till  next  day  a  vifit, 
which  appeared  to  him  burlhenfomc  under  our  cir- 
cumftances.  In  fine,  having  fent  to  Donna  Figuerrez, 
to  know  of  herfelf  if  fhe  approved  of  the  hour  he 
had  pitched  on,  he  went  away  alone  in  his  own  coach, 
and  promifed  to  be  back  at  fupper.  Wc  pafTed  the 
time  of  his  abfence  in  reafoning  upon  the  motives 
of  Donna  Figucrrcz.  Tenermill  explained  them  to  her 
advantage  ;  and  1  confeffed,  after  a  great  number  of  re- 
flexions, that  I  could  difcover   nothing  of  the  matter. 

Towards  nine  o'clock,  one  of  Patrick's  fervants 
came  to  us,  to  make  apologies  by  his  orders  for  the 
ncccflity  he  was  under  of  fupplng  with  Donna  Fi- 
guerrez.  He  ordered  us  to  be  told,  that  iheSpanifli  am- 
baffadof,  and  fome  other  perfons  of  the  fame  dillinc- 
tion,  being  come  to  her  houfc  the  fame  moment  that 
he  did,  flic  had  not  the  opportunity  of  explaining  to 
him  the  reafons  that  had  made  her  defirous  of  feeing 
him.  The  time  having  infcnfibly  flipped  over,  the 
ambafTador  had  rcquellcd  him  to  fup  with  her.  Pa- 
trick attempted  to  retire;  but  the  intrcalies  of  the 
whole  company,  and  particularly  of  Donna  Figucrrcz, 
who  had  promifed  to  find  an  opportunity  that  night 
of  a  moment'i  convcrfation  with  him,  had  dclcrmi-ncd 
1 4  liim^ 
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him,  for   Tenermill's  intcreft,  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
prevailed  upon  to  Hay. 

This  meflage,  though  little  expelled  after  his  pro- 
mife  at  parting,  gave  no  diilurbance  to  any  of  us..  We 
fupped  wiih  the  moft  pure  and  perfcd  tranquillity 
and  joy.  Ncverthtlefs,  it  canic  inio  my  mind  upon 
retiring,  that  every  thing  was  to  be  feared  from  a  wo- 
man fo  dextrous  and  violent  as  Donna  Figuerrez.  I  was 
not  capable  of  carrying  any  very  powerful  aid  to  my 
brother  ;  but  i  might  at  lead  watch  over  the  danger, 
and  judge  what  meafures  were  neceffary  to  be  taken 
10  deliver  him  from  it.  From  tliis  thought  aJone,  I 
cliofe  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  to  plant  my 
lelf  oppofite  to  the  lodgings  of  Donna  Figuerrez,  of 
which  1  had  got  an  account  from  Tenermill  and  my 
lifter.  The  foiilude  I  immediately  found  in  the 
ttrect  made  me  almoft  repent  of  my  enterprize  ;  for  I 
could  have  but  little  hopes  of  getting  admiitance  in- 
to a  houie,  vviLhout  ]»aving  fome  piettn>;e  for  it.  I 
had  my  valet  with  me,  whofe  conveifation  helped  for 
fomc  n>oments  to  divert  me.  Immediately  fome 
coaches  diove  up,  which  ftopplng  before  her  door,, 
convinced  me  yet  further,  that  1  was  alarmed  out  of 
feafon.  Patrick,  faid  I,  has  fubmitted  in  fpite  of 
him  to  the  conftraint  of  decorum  ;  the  company 
that  ftayed  him  is  going  to  leave  him  at  liberty  ;  his 
coach  will  be  here  foon,  fmcc  the  time  appointed  for 
the  others  is  come;  I  will  join  him,  and  take  advan- 
tage of  his  company  home. 

Whiift  my  thoughts  were  taken  up  with  thcfe 
hopes,  I  faw  many  perfons  come  out  of  the  houfc, 
who  inmicdiately  drove  off  in  their  coaches.  The 
Spaniih  ambaflador  appeared  alfo  ;  and  as  his  hotel 
was  only  at  a  little  ditlance  in  the  fame  ilreet,  he 
went  home  on  foot,  attended  by  a  great  number  of 
lacqueys  with  flambeaux  in  their  hands.  1  con- 
cealed myfclf  from  their  fight  with  great  caie.  The 
door  having  been  fhut  after  him,  I  yet  waited  above 
an  heur,  and  my  impatience  increafed  the  more,  as 
I  did  not  fee   Patrick's  coach  eomc  up,  or  the  door. 
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tj^cncd.  It  nevertheJefs  foon  after  was  opened,  and  I 
faw  a  gentleman  come  out  of  it  on  foot,  who  gave 
orders  to  the  porter  to  wait  for  him  a  moment.  By- 
chance  as  1  walked  along  the  ftrect,  it  appeared  as  if 
I  had  come  out  of  the  ambafiador's  hotel,  which  was 
not  far  behind  me.  The  darknefs  of  the  night  not 
fuffering  the  gentleman  to  diftinguifli  my  face,  he 
took  me  by  my  garb  for  the  perfon  he  was  going  to 
call,  and  who  mull  have  come  from  the  fame  place. 
Is  it  you,  Mr  Almoner,  faiJ  he  in  Spaiiifh  ?  This  ti- 
tle was  familiar  to  me,  ftnce  the  king  had  granted  me 
that  office.  A  fudden  impnlfe,  that  forcltallcd  all  re-; 
fledion,  made  me  aafvvcr,  yes,  In  the  fame  language. 
Let  U3  nrake  hafle,  anfwcred  the  gentleman,  turning 
about  to  walk  before  ;  our  lovers  are  together,  and 
this  is  an  opportunity  which  perhaps  will  never  offer 
again. 

Indeed  I  opened  my  eyes  at  thefc  words.  I  con- 
ceived if  not  an  odious  confpiracy  againft  ray  bro-r 
ther,  at  lead  that  he  was  menaced  with  fome  fatal 
accident,  and  that  I  had  need  to  call  up  all  my 
courage  and  zeal  to  aid  him.  The  necefiily  of  this 
did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  yet  urgent  ;  but  being  rc- 
folved  to  rifque  every  thing,  I  followed  my  guide 
without  fear,  and  went  with  him  into  the  houfe. 
By  a  fpcclal  favour  of  providence  the  porter  waited 
at  the  door  without  light.  We  went  up  (lairs,  which 
was  lighted  no  better  than  the  door.  Wait  here,  faid 
the  gentleman,  v/e  fhall  have  occafiou  for  a  call  of 
your  office  prefently.  It  would  have  been  too  dread- 
ful to  me  to  fancy,  that  they  had  a  deiign  on  my  bro- 
ther's life,  and  that  they  would  not  fend  for  a  man  of 
my  gown,  but  to  receive  his  lall  breath  :  Heaven  did 
not  fuffer  fuch  a  thought  to  come  into  my  mind.  But 
I  had  a  thoufand  other  doubta  to  torment  me  moTtally. 
At  length  the  door  next  to  that  my  guide  went  In  was 
opened  all  of  a  fudden.  Come  in,  Mr  Almoner,  cried 
fomcbody,  yoti  are  waited  for  with  impatience.  What- 
ever trouble  fuch  long  preparations  had  given  me,  I 
obfcrvcd,  as  I  went  in,  three  mca  well  drcflcd,  who 
i  ^  held 
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held  piftols  prefented  to  Patnck*s  breaft,  while  Donna 
Figiierrez,  fvvooning  in  appearance,  lay  languifhingly 
ftretched  along  on  a  couch.  Come  hither,  Monfienr, 
faid  one  of  the  gentlemen,  come  and  repair  the  ho- 
nour of  Spain,  and  that  of  Monlieur  the  ambaffador, 
by  marrying  this  gentleman  to  Donna  Figuerrez, 
whom  vvc  have  furpiifed  together  in  a  pofture  not  to 
be  jiiftified  but  by  a  fpeedy  marriage.  He  is  happy, 
that  in  our  firil  fury  we  had  not  imbrued  our  hands 
in  his  blood.  My  face,  which  they  had  not  at  all 
obferved  when  firll  I  advanced,  my  firft  exclamations, 
conjuring  them  to  ftay  their  hands,  and  the  words  of 
my  brother  himfelf  (who  under  the  furprife  he  was  in 
to  fee  me,  afl<:ed  immediately  by  what  lucky  chance  I 
was  fo  near  him,  and  if  I  did  not  wonder  at  this  fcene) 
made  them  judge  that  there  was  fome  miftake  in  their 
adventure.  They  looked  on  each  other  with  amaze- 
ment, without  neverthelefs  forfaking  the  pofture  they 
were  in.  But  one  of  them  addrcfiing  himfelf  to  me,, 
you  are  a  priell,  Monfieur,  faid  he,  with  a  bullying 
air,  it  is  of  no  confeq  ence  whether  you  be  a  Spa- 
niard or  a  Frenchman  ;  give  us  a  caft  of  your  office 
by  a  moment's  ceremony,  which  (hall  be  rewarded 
beyond  your  expedations  by  the  generofity  of  Mon- 
fieur the  Spanifh  ambaflador.  This  is  his  nieccj 
whom  that  gentleman  has  diflionoured  ;  religion  and 
honour  impole  the  farne  duty  on  you  as  upon  us.  I 
came  to  myfelf  again  during  their  buftle,  and  con- 
ceived their  project  in  its  full  extent.'  Fraternal 
Jriendlhip,  my  hatred  for  all  artifice,  honour  and 
religion,  by  which  they  preterfded  to  interefl  me, 
adlu'jted  me  with  fo  much  fortitude,  t^at  the  fight  of 
their  arms,  any  more  than  the  confidcration  of  their 
numbers,  did  not  hinder  me  from  treating  them  with. 
all  the  fcorn  and  contempt  they  deferved  for  engaging 
in  fuch  a  villainous  attempt.  I  declared  to  them 
without  (hift  or  fubterfuge,  that  the  gentleman 
againil  whom  they  implored  my  aid  was  my  brother, 
and  I  threatened  them  with  a  puniihment  that  all  the 
power  of  their  ambaJGTador  fhould  not  deliver  them  ixovcu 
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Perhaps  I  abandoned  myfclf  too  much  to  this  flrfl 
warmth  :  Bat  whether  it  were  that  they  were  of- 
fended at  my  menaces  ;  or  whether,  in  reflcding  upon 
eircumftances,  they  imagined  they  were  highly  iii- 
fulted,  by  this  fcorn  of  them  ;  and  that  in  fplte  of  my 
teeth  they  could  force  from  me  the  fame  fervlce  as 
they  expelled  from  their  own  almoner,  one  of  ihen;i, 
detached  himfelf  from  Patrick,  and  coming  up  to  me, 
in  my  turn  prefented  his  pillol  at  my  breaft  ;  Monfieur, 
fald  he,  you  are  a  prieft,  that  is  enough  for  our  pur- 
pofe ;  come,  perform  here  your  fundion,  if  you 
would  not  rather  chufe  to  be  a  dead  man.  I  gave 
them  no  time  to  wait  f3r  my  reply,  but  collefting 
together  all  my  conftancy,  as  much  out  of  love  to> 
my  brother,  as  zeal  for  ray  own  duty,  I  fhewed  fo- 
much  contempt  for  the  death  they  threatened  me 
with,  and  fo  much  indignation  againft  the  authors  of 
fo  bafe  an  attempt,  that  I  faw  aftonidiment  painted 
on  the  faces  of  our  enemies.  They  durlt  not  perlift 
in  their  defign  one  moment  longer,  and  laying  a 
ftrefs  only  on  their  generofity  in  fparing  our  lives, 
they  protcfted,  that  if  Patrick  did  not  freely  confent 
to  what  they  called  his  duty,  our  punifliment  was  only 
delayed.  As  to  him,  who  was  fo  much  preffed  down 
that  he  could  not  arife  from  his  chair,  he  fretted  at 
an  abafement  fo  unworthy  of  his  courage  ;  and  when 
defpair  of  fuccefs  had  obliged  them  to  abandon  their 
cnterprife,  he  fwore,  as  he  went  away,  that  he  would 
ranke  them  repent  their  temerity. 

They  gave  us  liberty  to  be  gone  ;  but  to  difgulfc 
better  their  artifice,  they  affedlcd  to  call  the  Servants 
of  Donna  Figuerrez,  and  to  prclis  them  to  go  to  the 
aid  of  their  mlllrefs.  Patrick  cxpedled  to  have  found 
his  coach  at  the  gate  ;  but  not  fo  much  as  one  of  his 
fervanls  was  in  waiting.  Tlicy  had  taken  care  to 
fend  them  all  away  at  a  diftance,  by  prctendc<i  orders 
from  iheir  mailer  ;  and  we  were  Inf  )rmed  afterwards 
by  the  coachman,  that  having  come  at  the  hour  Pa- 
trick hud  appointed  him,  they  gave  him  notice  to  re- 
turn two  huuri  later.     Jacin  continued  at  the  gate, 
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waiting  my  coming  out,  having  no  other  road  to  get 
to  the  count's  houfe. 

Though  tlie  ambaflador*s  name  had  been  often  ufed 
by  the  three  Spaniards,  and  that  there  was  great  like- 
lihood they  were  of  hid  train,  without  reckoning 
that  his  almoner  was  to  afk  fo  great  a  part  in  thij 
odious  fcene,  it  was  to  be  prefumed  the  ambaflador 
had  a,  knowledge  of  the  undertaking  ;  yet  we  could 
not  perfuade  ourfclves,  that  he  had  entered  into  a  con- 
fpiracy  diOionoarable  to  his  charadler.  Being  reduced 
then  to  accufe  nobody  of  it,  but  the  intriguing  genius 
of  Donna  Figuerrez,  we  could  not  yet  forbear  admi^ 
ring  how  fhe  could  .  build  any  hopes  on  an  adventure  » 
that  carried  in  it  not  the  leail  ihew  of  probability  in 
the  fuccefs.  For  who  could  be  eafily  perfuaded  that 
Patrick  could  have  the  fmalleft  tie  of  affection  to  her^ 
at  a  time  wherein  he  was  taken  up  with  nothing  but 
his  love  for  Sarah,  and  of  which  a  thoufand  perfons 
could  give  the  ftrongcft  proofs  ?  and  fo  much  pains 
taken  to  draw  him  into  the  fnare,  and  to  dilperfe  his 
ftrvants  far  away  from  him,  were  not  thefc  things 
clear  demon ilrations  in  his  favour  ? 

All  people  reufoned  thus  vrho  were  informed  of 
our  adventure.  Tenermill  could  fcarce  get  rid  of  hi« 
furprife  ;  and  the  fhame  of  being  inftrumental  him* 
fclf  in  calling  us  into  this  perplexity  by  his  inftances 
to  his  brother,  chagrined  him  as  much  as  the  lofs  of 
iu's  hoped.  It  feemed  to  him  indeed,  that  after  a  noife 
of  this  nature,  he  could  not  have  the  lealt  appetite 
to  renew  his  vilks  to  Donna  Figuerrez.  We  all  rea- 
foned  according  to  this  fuppoiition  ;  and  the  fcheme 
of  his  marriage  having  been  the  only  reafon  that  re- 
tarded Patrick's  happinefs,  we  thought  that  with- 
out being  defective  in  our  fubmifiion  to  the  king's 
plcafure,  we  miglu  lequeft  hii  majeily  to  fhorten 
the  time  he  himfeif  had  fixed  for  it.  Sarah  defired 
it  impatiently,  as  the  paft  fears  had  infpired  her  with 
others  to  coine.  Patrick  prayed  me  to  requeft  this  new 
favour  of  the  king,  and  even  to  obtain  of  his  raajefty 
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that  the  ceremony  might  be  performed  without  noifc 
in  any  other  place  than  St  Germain. 

I  thought  Tenermill  fo  fully  cured  of  his  notions  of 
marriage,  that  In  going  next  day  to  court,  It  never 
came  into  my  mind  to  aflt  him,  whether  I  fliould  re- 
late Patrick*s  adventure  to  the  king.  As  It  was  upon 
this  foundation  I  went  to  folicit  a  revocation  of  his 
mr.jefty's  orders,  it  was  natural  for  me  to  begia  with 
this  llory,  and  1  did  not  fee  further  on  TenermiU's  fide 
the  lead  reafon  that  could  create  in  me  any  doubt  of 
it.  Nevcrthelefs,  coming  to  me  the  moment  of  my 
departure,  he  put  to  me  a  hundred  queilions,  thte 
meaning  of  which  I  did  not  at  firil  conceive,  and 
which  at  length  ail  ended  in  aiking  mc  openly  if  I 
intended  to  mention  tlie  enterprife  of  the  three  Spa- 
niard's to  the  king.  This  very  care  of  afcriblng  oivr 
adventure  to  the  three  Spaniards,  and  not  mixing  a 
word  of  Donna  Figuerrez  in  It,  appeared  to  me  to  be 
a  delicacy  altogether  new  ;  but  without  giving  mc 
time  to  anfwer  him,  he  added  with  the  fame  abfent 
air,  that  under  whatever  form  he  had  confidered  the 
fccne  of  the  precedent  day,  he  had  found  nothing  in 
it  that  could  make  the  Icall  alteration  in  the  fituatlon 
of  things  ;  that  the  inclination  of  Donna  Figuerrez 
to  Patrick  was  known  to  every  body  ;  that  In  feeking 
to  afTure  herfelf  of  his  heart  and  hand,  file  did  no- 
thing but  what  every  other  woman  with  the  fame  de- 
fircs  and  the  fame  power  would  not  fail  to  attempt  as 
well  as  fhe;  In  line,  that  after  the  ili  fuccefs  of  the  ar- 
tifice of  the  Spaniards,  or  of  her,  if  1  would  have  it 
fo,  fhe^ftvas  not  a  whit  different  from  what  flie  was  be- 
fore the  enterprifc  wai  undertiken.  Ij  not  fhe  the 
very  individual  woman,  added  he  (looking  on  me,  as 
won  icring  I  could  make  a  doubt  of  it)  with  the  fame 
birth,  with  the  fame  perfonal  qualities,  the  fame  hopc« 
of  fortune  ?  And  as  to  tiic  rtafons  1  have  had  for 
marrying  her,  do  ihcy  ful  fiil  lef«  \ 

He  concluded  from  liiia  way  of  rcafoning,  that 
if  on  the  contrary  thcv  could  bury  our  adventure  in 
oblivion,  and  begin  to  du  fo  by  coaccaling  it  from  the 
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king,  no  rub  could  ftand  in  his  way,  after  the  mar- 
riage of  Patrick,  to  hinder  him  from  refuming  his 
hopes  of  obtaining  the  Spanifli  lady.  It  is  certain, 
added  he  (as  if  I  yet  could  Hand  in  need  of  this 
confirmation  to  convince  mc  of  it)  that  (he  will  be 
wnder  a  neceffity  of  renouncing  my  brother,  when 
'^Q.  fliall  fee  him  irretrievably  united  to  Sarah.  Why 
then  iliould  ihe  rejeft  my  offers,  with  all  the  advan- 
tages that  attend  them  for  her,  of  which  her  uncle 
has  without  queilion  informed  her  ? 

I  confefs  that  with  whatever  furprife  I  could  hear 
all  this  difcourfe,  I  could  find  nothing  to  put  a  Hop 
to  it,  when  my  anfwcr  was  neceffarily  required  upon 
that  point.  I  could  not  indeed  convince  him,  that 
the  enterprife  of  Donna  Figuerrez  was  a  blemifli  that 
made  her  more  unworthy  to  be  his  than  before,  and 
that  her  love,  which  made  her  employ  violence, 
was  without  doubt  the  fame  that  had  made  her  en- 
deavour at  firft  to  obtain  the  heart  of  Patrick  by  more 
gentle  and  fweet  methods.  Neverthelefs,  an  outrage 
of  that  nature  feemed  to  me  fo  rebellious,  that  at  the 
very  time  I  could- not  find  expreffions,  ordurftnot 
ufe  thofe  that  occurred  to  my  mind,  to  cxprefs  my  hor- 
ror, I  admired  that  Tenermill  did  not  feel  the  fame 
impreflion  from  it.  What  I  could  find  moft  moderate 
to  fay  to  him  v>^as,  that  he  would  not  probably  have 
any  occafion  to  reproach  himfelf  for  having  fubtnitted 
to  an  excefs  of  jealoufy.  I  reckoned  I  fhould  pique 
him  by  this  irony  :  But  although  he  perfcdly  well 
comprehended  it,  yet  it  did  not  appear  to  affecl  him  ; 
and  intrenching  himfelf  under  the  necelfity  th^t  Don- 
na Figuerrez  would  foon  be  in  of  fliiling  her  aifeftions 
for  Patrick,  he  made  no  difficulty  of  confefTing  to  me, 
that  what  he  demanded  of  her  was  moreover  very  in- 
dependent of  the  difpofitions  of  her  heart.  She  efta* 
blifiies  my  fortune,  faid  he,  fhe  is  capable  of  doing  me 
credit  by  her  birth,  her  wit  and  beauty  ;  I  acquit 
her  of  every  thing  elfe.  Ambitious  !  interrupted  I 
with  a  quick  feHtiment  of  compaffion  ;  that  you  fhould 
make  mc  know  the  various  fprings  and  wheels  in  the^ 
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heart  of  man  !  How  did  I  deceive  myfelf^  when  the 
example  of  your  brother  made  me  look  en  love  as 
the  only.pafiion  capable  of  blinding  a  man  of  under- 
ftanding  ?  How  ?  Do  not  yon  perceive,  contlRued  I 
in  the  fame  tone,  that  an  aftion  fo  rafh  as  this  of 
Donna  FIguerrez,  is  not  the  firft  effay  of  impudence 
and  cequeciry  ?  To  what  will  you  expofc  yourfelf,  by 
uniting  yoari'elf  to  a  woman  of  this  chara£ler  i  And 
without  explaining  myfelf  too  freely  upon  the  infor- 
mations I  had  received  at  Madrid,  I  upbraided  him  for 
having  fo  fpeedily  loft  the  defign  he  had  of  obtaining 
what  infight  he  could  a»  to  the  condu£l  of  a  woman 
he  had  known  but  a  few  days.  But  far  from  anfwer- 
jng  my  queltions,  think,  my  brother,  faid  he,  that 
this  abundance  of  reflexions  and  pains  will  make  me 
lofe  thofe  advantages  I  fhall  never  recover.  The  fa- 
vour of  the  king  may  cool.  It  is  probable  that  a 
lady  of  Donna  Figuerrez's  appearance  has  ever  failed 
in  tiie  obligations  due  to  her  birth  ?  Would  the  am- 
buffudor,  her  uncle,  live  in  that  good  underftanding 
w^tli  h-r  ?  SuppoTe  her  to  be  a  coquette  :  Are  all  the 
ladle*  of  France  Icfa  fo  ?  And  her  removal  afterwards 
from  Mndiid,  added  he,  might  make  an  alteration  ia 
the  nature  of  a  great  many  things. 

I  made  no  reply  to  this  laft  reafon  ;  and  could  not 
fufficiently  wonder  at  this  contrariety  of  principles, 
which  made  him  fo  eafily  fubmlt  in  an  article  fo  de- 
licate ;  him,  who  appeared  to  be  a  man  the  Icaft  trac- 
table in  the  world  in  every  thing  that  l.ore  the  name 
of  a  point  of  honour.  Wlumfical  cfFe<fl  of  violent 
pailion^  that  finds  nothing  to  be  of  importance  but 
what  lias  a  relation  to  them  !  Love  could  make  Pa- 
trick dtfpife  grandeur,  and  ambition  couid  render 
Tcnermill  infenribic  to  love.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I 
had  no  apprchcnfion  that  ho  would  advance  too  brlHcly 
with  Do.ina  Figucrrcz,  1  ftill  fufpended  giving  him 
thofc  explanations,  that  I  thought  moll  capal)lc  of 
making  imprcirions  on  him,  and  rcfolvcd  to  wait  the 
return  of  Patrick  before  I  took  my  own  rcloluilona 
upon  the  mailer. 

X^ci^ber 
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Neither  Patrick  nor   I  could  be  fufpeftcd  of  puh- 
lifiiing  our  adventure,  nor  could  we  in  the  leaft  accufc 

the  count  and  countcfs  of  S ,  whofe  difcretioii* 

we  well  knew.  Neverthelefs,  Tenermill  had  the  vex- 
ation to  hear  rumours  fpread  about,  that  gave  him  too 
much  room  to  judge,  that  all  the  world  had  not  ob- 
fcrved  the  fame  filence  ;  and  as  an  addition  to  his- 
grief,  Patrick  informed  us  at  his  return,  that  they 
had  already  reached  as  far  as  St  Germain.  The  king, 
when  he  granted  him  the  permiffion  he  fued  for  to 
haften  the  renewal  of  his  marriage,  and  to  celebrate 
it  without  noife  at  our  little  houfe  at  Saifons,  did  not 
wait  to  hear  his  excufes  and  pretexts  for  juftifying  hia 
petition.  He  had  joked  with  him  upon  his  fortune  j 
and  lamenting  Tenermill  for  being  lefs  favoured  by- 
love,  had  added,  that  this  was  an  incident  that 
failed  him  \n  his  cdablifhment.  With  the  bare  in- 
come of  his  regiment,  and  twelve  thoufand  livres 
psnfion,  I  fhould  be  very  wary,  faid  the  king,  ia 
granting  him  a  title,  which  would  give  him  lefs  ho- 
nour, than  it  would  caufe  him  embarrafment  in  fup- 
porting  it.  He  is  young,  and  well  made  ;  Paris  may 
prefent  him  with  what  he  cannot  obtain  from  Spain, 
if  he  does  not  rather  choofe  to  wait  our  return  to 
England,  where  my  friendfhip  may  perhaps  yet  help 
better  to  forward  his  eftablifhment. 

Thus  this  prince  continued  to  promife  himfelf  fuc- 
cefs,  that  providence  did  not  think  proper  to  referve 
for  him.  But  the  impatient  T-enermill,  who  had  not 
fo  much  reliance  on  the  future,  looked  on  this  de- 
claration as  a  fatal  wound  to  his  hopes.  Ail  the 
chimeras,  by  which  peihaps  he  had  fucceeded  in 
cheating  himfelf  as  to  the  condu(fl  of  Donna  Figuer- 
rez,  became  ufelefs  to  him  by  the  king's  decifion. 
What  means  had  he  to  propofe  them  to  this  prince^ 
as  he  had  ventured  to  do  to  me  ?  He  never  had  one 
thought  of  making  himfelf  agreeable  to  the  French 
ladies.  His  refolutc  and  imperious  humour  could 
not  fufFer  him  to.fubmit  to  the  great  attendances  and 
ccmplaifances,  in  which  be  faw  the  greateft  part  of 
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them  place  their  gallantry  ;  and  when  his  ambition 
to  advance  himfclf  fiiould  make  him  dcfcend  to  this 
fort  of  abafement,  he  thought  that  nature  having 
not  formed  him  for  fuch  a  manner  of  making  hlmfelf 
agreeable,  hefliouldrun  therifque  of  making  himfelf  ri- 
diculous by  his  grimaces  andaffedations.  As  to  England, 
he  knew  better  than  the  king,  how  little  his  majcfty  could 
rely  upon  fome  flight  advantages  of  the  lad  campaign  ; 
and  the  notions  of  an  expert  oificer,  who  had  fecn  on 
the  fpot  the  difpofitions  of  the  country,  were  far  dif- 
ferent from  the  flattering  language  of  the  courtiers. 

During  fome  days  1  faw  him  fo  penflve  and  me- 
lancholy, that  his  grief  would  have  infplred  me  with 
pity,  if  I  had  not  thought  it  ufeful  to  make  him  open 
his  eyes  upon  the  folly  of  the  paflion  that  devoured  him. 
He  carefully  avoided  me,  as  if  he  had  taken  my  louka 
for  fo  many  reproaches.  Patrick's  company  did  not 
appear  to  his  brother  lefs  unfupportablc.  He  received 
his  words  and  carefl'cs  with  an  indift'ercnce,  and  fome- 
tlmes  with  a  haughtincfs,  at  \^hich  the  other  would 
have  had  a  right  to  take  ofFcnce.  As  It  was  not 
upon  occaflons  of  this  nature  that  Patrick  was  ca- 
pable of  hearkening  to  his  refentment,  I  was  not  at 
all  alarmed  at  their  difi'erences,  but  on  the  contrary 
I  took  a  pleafure  in  feeing  with  wliat  fweetnefs  he 
would  facrificc  his  inclinations  to  fraternal  filendflilp. 
When  all  the  family  went  to  Salfons  to  aflid  at  the  re- 
newal of  his  marriaga,  Tcnermill  cxcuftd  himfclf 
fiom  accompanying  us,  under  fome  very  flight  preten- 
ces. There  was  no  pcrfon  there  to  whom  liils  alfcfta- 
lion  did  not  give  as  much  trouble  as  amazement  ;  but 
Patrick,  who  ought  to  have  been  more  aflcdled  wiih  it, 
contained  hlmfelf  io  well  aj  not  to  complain  in  the 
leaft  of  his  behaviour  ;  and  nu|  being  difcouraged  at 
the  lird  refufal,  liC  endured  more  of  them  with  tiic 
fame   moderation. 

1  knew,  that  from  the  hopes  that  our  adventure 
had  continued  yet  a  fccrct,  and  perhaps  from  an  opi- 
ftioii  that  Donna  I  Igucrrcz  hcrfeif  could  not  imagine 
wc  could  yet  have  revealed  it,  Tcnermill  had  gone 
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to  vlfit  ker  the  day  after,  and  had  fpcHt  M'l'th  her 
a  part  of  the  afternoon.  His  melancholy  not  having 
began  till  after  the  king's  declaration,  he  ftill  conti- 
nued to  vifit  her  ;  and  although  he  did  not  fail  of 
paying  his  court  regularly  enough  at  St  Germain,  he 
feldom  happened  to  pafs  an  entire  day  there  without 
returning  to  Paris.  We  could  not  gucfs  that  this  was 
on  purpofe  to  pafs  a  part  of  the  day  with  her  ;  for  in 
the  free  and  independent  converfation  we  had  efta- 
blifhed  at  the  count's,  curiofity  did  not  fway  any  one 
there  fo  as  to  make  him  remark  upon  the  conduct  of 
others.  Neverthelefs,  by  the  indifcretion  of  fome 
one  of  his  fervants,  I  came  to  hear  from  my  valet, 
that  all  the  time  he  did  not  pafs  at  St  Gcmain  or  the 
count's,  he  fpent  with  Donna  Figuerrez,  and  that  in 
the  houfe  of  that  lady  no  body  talked  of  any  thing 
clfe  but  of  the  favour  he  was  in  with  her.  This 
news  gave  me  fome  reft]ef5nefs,'^of  which  I  could 
not  at  firft  unravel  the  caufe.  What  could  be  the 
foundation  of  an  acquaintance  fo  flridl  ?  I  knew  Tc- 
nermill  too  well  to  fufpedl  him  of  becoming  a  flave  to 
love.  On  the  other  hand,  Patrick  was  from  hence- 
forth fecured  from  all  forts  of  attacks  ;  and  if  Donna 
Figuerrez  fliould  yet  form  any  defign  againft  him,  I 
fiiould  be  ftridlly  careful  to  make  a  fhare  of  my  dif- 
truft  fall  upon  his  brother.  I  was  fond  of  perfuading 
niyfelf,  that  having  found  in  this  fair  Spaniard  more 
wit,  tlian  in  the  generality  of  the  women  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, he  had  by  means  of  that  quality  relifhed 
in  her  converfation  the  pleafures  of  an  innocent  fa- 
miliarity. He  has  renounced,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  the 
appearances  of  love,  which  according  to  the  defign 
that  made  him  fubmit  to  it,  had  always  fomething  un- 
eafy  and  troublefome  to  a  man  of  his  humour;  and 
not  fe^eking  any  thing  but  to  confote  himfelf  for  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  his  ambition,  he  contents  himfelf  with  the 
bare  pleafures  of  friendfhip.  I  could  applaud  this  tafte, 
added  T,  if  he  has  made  choice  of  fuch  a  remedy  ;  for 
judging  of  it  by  the  fatisfaAion  Patrick  himfelf  had  for 
a  long  time  found  in  the  friendfhip  of  Donna  Figuer- 
rez, he  might  have  applied  himfelf  worfe. 
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Why  had  I  not  this  moment  knowledge  cnougli 
in  the  cuftoms  of  the  world  to  miflruit  an  evil  which 
was  beginning  to  arife  ?  My  zeal  could  have  farnifhed 
me  with  a  thuufand  ways  to  check  it  in  its  birth.  If 
my  own  exhortations  would  not  have  been  hearkened 
unto,  I  might  have  employed  the  aid  of  the  Spanifh 
ambaflador,  and  even  the  king's  authority.  I  could 
have  engaged  that  religious  prince  to  awaken  the 
ambition  of  Tenermill  by  hopes  lefs  remote.  Of  two 
dangerous  evils,  why  (hould  1  fcruple  to  make  one  of 
them  fervc  as  a  remedy  to  the  other,  which  was  the 
moft  formidable  ?  If  this  aid  had  not  been  fuflicient,  I 
could  have  induced  the  king  to  have  kept  him  in  em- 
ployment during  the  winter  by  fomc  toilfome  journey, 
or  fome  negociation  to  a  foreign  court.  In  fine,  I 
yet  j)erfaaded  myfelf,  that  with  the  afliftance  of  heaven, 
1  could  have  fuccecded  in  making  him  break  an  en- 
gagement, which  had  been  a  long  time  the  caufe  of  my 
zeal  and  the  fubje<t\  of  my  tears. 

I  did  not  begin  too  foon  to  deplore  him,  though  I 
came  much  too  late  to  the  knowledge  of  him.  My  ig- 
rorance  proceeded  a  long  time  from  my  fecurity.  I  was 
without  fear,  bccaufe  without  fufpicions.  •  Far  from 
being  alarmed  with  juft  miitrufts,  I  no  fooner  fancied 
that  Tenermill  had  taken  for  the  Spanifh  lady  the 
fame  tafte  that  I  had  feen  Patrick  have  for  her  in 
Spain,  than  drawing  a  good  omen  from  the  return  of 
his  tranquillity,  and  the  healing  of  his  ambition, 
which  I  had  found  dangerous  by  its  excefs,  I  fought 
an  opportunity  to  congratulate  him  equally  for  thefe 
two  blcflings.  He  received  my  compliments  with 
fuch  an  air  of  fatisfa6\ion,  that  it  incrcafed  my  con- 
fidence. As  to  ambition,  faid  he,  it  is  true  I  am 
much  Icfs  tormented  with  it :  The  king  has  put  me 
out  of  Ci)nceit  with  his  favours  by  annexing  them 
to  impoffihlt  conditions  ;  or  at  lead  what  he  turns 
over  to  times  ^o  diftant  begins  to  have  lefs  cfFcd  on 
my  longing.  And  if,  added  he,  I  muft  confcfs  to 
you  this  experiment,  to  which  you  have  perhaps  fccn 
mz  to3  much  afFcAed,  it  helps  cfcry  day  to   take 
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away  even  my  tafle  for  the  court.  I  never  fliall  ap- 
pear there  more  but  u'ith  regret.  They  loaded  me 
with  favours  before  I  began  to  merit  them  ;  and  I  am 
put  off  with  uncertainties  at  a  time  when  my  fervices, 
or,  if  you  will,  my  good  fortune,  have  perhaps  made 
me  worthy  of  fonne  regard  or  attention  :  Thir,  is  gi- 
ving me  almoft  an  equal  room  to  afford  myfelf  but 
fmall  applaufe,  either  on  account  of  the  goodnefs, 
that  was  gracioufly  before- hand  with  my  merit,  or  of 
the  juftice  that  rewards  it  fo  ill.  In  regard  to  myac- 
quaintance  with  Donna  Figuerrez,  you  ha-.-^  reafon, 
added  he,  to  give  it  the  name  of  friendfhip,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  you  for  thefe  compliments  which  it  deferves. 
It  is  a  long  time  fince,  inftead  of  thinking  of  marriage 
or  love,  I  fhouid  have  eftablilhed  a  commerce  of  this 
nature.  If  my  fortune  did  not  grow  better  by  it, 
I  (hould  have  found  in  it  at  lead  an  advantage  as  to 
the  pleafures  cf  my  life,  and  the  tranquillity  and 
calming  of  a  great  number  of  paflions. 

Who  would  not  have  believed,  as  I  did,  that  this 
friendfhip,  which  had  been  capable  of  reftoring  tran- 
quillity to  his  mind,  and  which  upon  the  whole  had 
ferved  to  cure  him  of  ambition,  wat  founded  upon 
the  moft  pure  maxims  of  prudence  ?  I  thought  of  it 
fo  fully  in  this  light,  that  1  fhould  have  freely  given 
thanks  for  it  to  Donna  Figuerrez,  to  whom  I  afcribed 
this  miracle.  Although  my  knowledge  of  her  had 
been  formed  from  divers  difadvantageous  flrokes  and 
lineaments,  I  had  neverthelefs  heard  Patrick  vaunt  cf 
her  wir,  and  I  knew  he  had  ail  the  qualities  capable 
of  making  him  a  proper  judge  of  it.  If  the  lights 
and  underftanding  of  the  mind  do  not  always  defend 
a  heart  againft  any  diforder,  they  may  be  looked  upon 
at  Icaft  as  refources,  from  whence  one  may  always 
have  fome  hopes  of  a  return  to  virtue  ;  becaute  the 
Mioft  tumultuous  p;iflions  having  their  Intervals  ot 
relaxation  and  filence,  they  fometimes  afford  a  time  to 
found  and  enlightened  reafon  to  fee  the  precipice  to 
which  they  lead,  and  confequcntly  to  arm  thcmfelves 
with  new  ftrtngth   either  to  ihun   or  to  get  out  of  it. 

The 
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The  very  diforders  and  irrgularitles  of  Doana  FIguer- 
rez,  tlie  trouble  .that  had  attended  her  paflions,  the 
difgufts  and  mortifications  flie  had  endured  from  her 
Jate  enterprize,  might  not  they  have  produced  this 
efFeA  on  her,  and  by  the  brightnefs  of  her  natural 
talents  have  made  her  a  proper  inilrument  to  convey 
it  to  Tencrmill  ? 

The  original  of  an  event  fo  remarkable  in  itt 
nature  and  confequences  dcferved  a  relation  of  thi« 
extern,  to  prepare  the  readers  for  other  particulars, 
which  will  make  perhaps  the  mod  engaging  part  of 
this  hillory.  I  find  mvfclf  alio  under  the  neceflity 
of  deferring  an  account,  which  without  doubt  they 
have  expeded  with  impatience  ;  that  is,  the  celcbra' 
tion  of  the  agreeable  ceremony,  which  eltablirtied 
the  happinefs  of  Sarah  Finccr  and  Patrick  upon  a  folid 
foundation.  My  pen  is  not  fit  to  defcribe  the  tran- 
fports  of  a  new  married  couple,  eager  for  each  other, 
who  had  fo  much  the  higher  rclitli  of  joy,  as  having 
been  a  long  time,  the  one  without  dcfires,  and  the 
other  without  hopes,  all  the  Inclinations  fpringing  up 
in  their  hearts,  were  in  a  manner  fo  many  new  im- 
])rt'{ru)ns,  which  rcfemblcd  almoft  in  nothing  their 
former  trials.  They  feemed  therefore  to  gaze  on  one 
another  every  moment,  as  if  for  the  lirll  time.  Ah  ! 
that  they  had  been  fcen  always  under  the  form  they 
alfumed  that  day  the  one  for  the  ether.  Sarah 
faw  in  her  hufband  a  man  as  paflTionate  for  her,  as  Hic 
had  for  fo  long  a  time  fued  for  from  love  ;  and  in 
this  lady,  whom  Patrick  at  another  lime  had  looked 
upon  as  the  mod  invincible  obftacle  of  his  repofe,  he 
fiw  nothing  but  the  objcA  of  his  mo(l  tender  complai- 
fances,  and  the  inexliauitiblc  fourcc  of  happinefs  no 
longer  fjubjeft  to  a  change.  What  prayers  and  vowi 
did  I  not  addrefs  to  heaven  in  re-eltablifiiing  their 
bands  by  a  new  bencdiAion  ?  With  what  ardour  did 
1  pi  ay  for  a  pcrfcvcrincc  of  fo  much  ufTcdlion,  which 
I  thought  1  read  in  their  hearts,  and  which  they 
promifcd  fo  freely  by  thtir  oaths  ?  At  another  tirthc 
they  fworc  in  the  fame  terms  of  cxprcfliou  j  but  what 
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difference  was  there  now  in  the  (3ifpofition  of  Patrick 
and  the  fatisfadllon  of  Sarah  ?  What  difference  in  my 
heart,  which  feemed  to  take  fhare  in  their  joy,  and 
unite  itfelf  to  their  engagements,  with  as  much  inward 
fatisfaftlon,  as  I  remembered  to  have  felt  grief  and 
bitternefs  in  Dublin,  when  I  was  as  it  were  oblig'ed  to 
drag  an  unhappy  vi6lim  to  the  altar  !  How  were  the 
omens  changed,  and  how  did  they  alfo  proclaim  the 
change  in  their  fate  ? 

To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  our  fatisfad^ion,  the 
countefs,  who  was  with  child,  without  appearing  to 
draw  fo  near  her  time,  was  the  day  following 
happily  delivered  of  a  Con.  Nothing  was  wanting  to 
the  completion  of  our  joy,  but  to  fee  Tenera;ill  fharing 
in  it  with  us  there.  In  the  black  and  melancholy- 
grief,  with  which  his  heart  was  gnawed,  he  negleftcd 
to  fend  to  Patrick  and  his  wife  even  the  compliments 
of  decency,  from  which  no  reafon  in  the  world  could 
have  excufed  him;  but  this  overfight  was  repaired  af- 
-  tcrwards  by  fincere  apologies. 

Some  days  after,  Patrick  having  propofed  to  us 
to  go  to  St  Germain,  to  prefcnt  there  his  fpf^ufe  to 
the  king,  we  confidered,  if,  notvvithftanding  the  ill 
humour  of  Tencrmill,  we  ought  not  to  give  him 
notice,  that  decency  feemed  to  require  him  to  go 
with  us  there.  But  afcera  fitting  deliberation  we'agrted 
not  to  communicate  our  defign  to  him,  and  to  take 
upon  ourfelves  to  make  his  excufes  to  the  king. 
We  knew  that  in  the  firfl  warmth  of  the  account 
Patrick  had  given  him,  he  had  let  two  days  flip 
without  appearing  at  St  Germain.  The  king  could 
not  be  deceived  in  the  caufe  of  this  abfence  ;  and  far 
from  taking  offence  at  it,  he  had  talked  the  matter 
over  with  Mr  de  Sercine  in  a  manner  to  convince  us, 
that  he  himlelf  regretted  to  have  ii^^n  by  the  adventure 
of  Donna  Figuenez  a  delay  given  to  his  views  of  ad- 
vancing him.  Thus  we  had  very  little  fear  of  pre- 
judicing him  in  the  king's  thoughts,  by  confeffing  to 
his  majefty,  that  the  regret  of  having  failed  in  ihe 
cftabliftiment  of  his  fortune  had  even  deprived  him  of 
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tlie  pleafure  of  being  prcfent  at  Patrick's  marriage, 
and  that  our  love  for  peace  had  made  u$  apprehcr.iive 
of  irritating  him,  by  propofing  to  him  to  join  in  com- 
pany with  us,  which  he  would  not  have  accepted. 

Ncverthelcfs,  we  were  but  little  forward  In  our 
journey,  when  we  had  caufc  to  icpent  of  this  refo- 
lution  The  three  Spaniards,  who  had  affifted  Donna 
Figuerrez,  were  hunting  In  the  plain,  with  a  man 
for  thfir  guard,  who  ferved  them  alfo  as  a  guide  ; 
and  feeing  an  equipage  that  (hewed  fome  air  of 
diftlnclion  by  the  number  of  fervants  following  us 
on  horfe-back,  curiofity  made  them  come  near. 
Patrick  knew  them,  and  had  not  fufficient  command 
over  himfelf  upon  this  occafion,  wherein  he  need  not 
have  dlfcovered  that  he  was  In  the  Coach.  He  lifted 
up  the  glafs  :  Mcflicurs,  faid  he  In  their  own  lan- 
guage, you  may  inform  Donna  Figuerrez,  that  I  was 
married  two  days  ago,  and  may  make  my  com- 
pliments to  her  for  her  having  had  fuch  bad  fucccfs  In 
preventing  it.  This  was  a  piece  of  raillery,  from 
whence  he  protellcd  to  mc  he  had  no  thoughts  of 
drawing  any  further  confequence  :  for,  notwithlland- 
ing  his  menaces  upon  his  leaving  Donna  Figuerrez, 
I  had  obliged  him  to  come  Into  my  way  of  thinking, 
that  honour  did  not  oblige  him  to  expctl  a  reparation 
by  arms  for  an  Infult  of  this  nature  ;  and  that  It 
would  be  even  ridiculous  to  meafure  his  fword  with 
three  men  one  after  another,  to  whom  we  did  a  favour 
'  y  not  punlfhing  them  in  a  courfc  of  jullice.  How- 
ever, there  remained  In  his  h(^art  a  foundation  for 
refentment,  which  he  could  not  get  the  better  of  upon 
meeting  them,  and  which  Induced  him  thus  to  banter 
them,  without  rtflcding  on  the  confequcnccs  of  It, 

VVc  had  the  count  of  S with  U8  ;  fo  that  wc 

were  two  gentlemen  agalnft  three.  I  will  not  accufc 
fo  brave  a  people  as  the  Spaniards  of  dcfirln^  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Inequality  of  numbers,  or  havlne 
dcfignedly  failed  In  refpcft  for  my  filler- In-law,  whole 
appearance  alone  was  capable  of  infpiring  them  with 
it.     Kcvcrihclcfo,  ihcy  were  fo  offended  at  Patrick's 

words, 
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words,  that  one  of  them  (alighting  immediately)  fiefc?Iy 
ordered  the  coachman  to  Hop  ;  and  the  two  others 
followed  his- example.  They  honourably  enough  pro- 
pofcd  to  my  brother  to  come  out  of  the  coach.  I 
oppofed  a  motion  he  made  to  fatlsfy  them.  How, 
faid  I,  do  you  forget  your  promife,  and  can  you  be 
capable  of  any  violence  under  the  eyes  of  your  fpoufe  ? 
He  laboured  to  perfuade  me  to  filence  by  diverfe  winks 
and  figns ;  and  I  affe^ling  not  to  hear  him,  he 
defired  me  to  explain  what  I  meant  by  my  fufpicions. 
This  (hift  fucceeded  ill  with  him  ;  my  lady  and  the 
count  apprehended  all  at  once  who  were  his  aggrefTors. 
They  had  not  forgot  what  we  had  before  told  them. 
The  count,  boiling  with  the  fame  fire  as  Patrick, 
reproached  me  for  the  efforts  I  rftd  to  flop  him,  and 
faid  to  him  that  it  was  not  a  queftion  to  be  deliberated 
upon.  But  what  gave  me  greater  aftonifhment,  Sarah, 
the  tender  Sarah,  accufing  me  herfelf  of  Hopping  him 
unfeafonably,  added,  that  it  was  not  upon  a  point  of 
honour  that  (he  muft  oppofe  the  courage  of  her 
hufband.  I  fhould  have  fufpe6ted  her  of  lome  impnlie 
of  revenge  againft  the  agents  of  Donna  Figuenez,  if 
the  knowledge  I  had  of  her  principles  had  nor  con- 
vinced me,  that  it  was  owing  to  a  greatnefs  of  heart, 
and  a  noblenefs  of  fentimeots. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  not  upon  notions  of 
this  nature  that  the  rules  of  my  morality  were  efta- 
blifhed,  haying  in  vain  endeavoured  to  ftop  the  count 
and  Patrick,  I  turned  my  reprcfentatlons  and  prayers 
to  the  three  Spanish  gentlemen.  They  received  thtm 
ES  a  banter  ;  and  when,  being  provoked  at  their  an- 
fwers,  I  did  not  fpare  to  reproach  them,  that  it  was 
againft  all  forts  of  rights  to  take  advantage  of  their 
rumbers,  one  of  them  exhorted  me  laughing  to  take 
a  fword  and  make  the  party  equal.  I  confefs  this 
was  the  fingle  moment  of  my  life  wherein  heat  of 
blood  made  me  find  too  much  rigour  in  my  duty  ; 
and  if  chance  had  thrown  a  fword  in  my  way,  per- 
haps I  (hould  have  given  way  to  the  firft  motion  that 
poiTcffed  my  heart.     I  bitterly  lamented,  that  Tener- 
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mill  was  not  at  lead  with  us  to  afiiil  his  brothers. 
But  the  three  Spaniards  foon  made  nie  recover  from 
my  diffidence.  Having  confulted  together  a  moment, 
they  detached  two  of  thtir  body  to  attack  the  count 
andvPatrick  ;  and  the  third  drew  near  the  coach,  to 
make  an  apology  to  my  lady.  She  did  not  hearken 
to  him  ;  but  trembling,  notwithllanding  her  refolution, 
file  advanced  her  head  out  of  the  coacli  with  looks 
fo  difquieted  and  troubled,  that  her  life  fecmed  to 
hang  on  the  fate  of  her  hufband.  During  this  time 
our  fervants  confulted  my  eyes,  to  throw  themfelves 
at  the  lead  fign  upon  their  mailer's  enemies  ;  but 
being  under  the  necclTity  of  enduring  an  evil  that  I 
had  not  in  my  power  to  remedy,  I  took  great  care  to 
prevent  the  adtion  from  turning  to  the  difhonour  of 
my  brothers,  by  a  fuccour  fo  unworthy  of  their  cou- 
rage. 

The  chance  of  arras  was  favourable  to  them. 
Patrick,  too  well  excrcifed  in  thofe  fort  of  combats, 
wounded  his  adverfary  dangeroufly.  The  count 
difarmcd  his.  1  already  had  exhorted  my  lady  to 
pc>ur  up  her  thanks  to  heaven,  when  the  third 
Spaniard  advancing  towards  Patrick,  prcffcd  him  to 
begin  the  battle  again  with  him.  Indignation  fcized 
my  filler  in-law  ;  Ihe  thought  her  hufband  had  fatif- 
fied  all  the  laws  of  honour  ;  Ah  !  cried  out  fhe,  ad- 
drefTmg  hcrfelf  to  the  fervants  in  our  train,  will  you 
fuffer  them  to  afTafTinate  your  mailer  twice  ?  This  fa- 
tal order  produced  a  terrible  cflVft.  Our  fervants, 
who  were  ten  in  number,  from  a  defirc  my  brother 
had,  that  hib  wife  fliould  appear  in  fomc  fplendour  at 
St  Germain,  were  Iriflmien,  wliom  we  had  brought 
over  with  us,  or  had  hired  in  France.  They  were 
the  more  animated,  for  that  at  the  very  moment  they 
advanced  to  drive  away  the  enemies  of  Patrick,  they 
fiw  him  receive  a  flight  wound,  from  wlicncc  the 
blood  fprang  out.  Then  not  giving  any  further  heed 
to  the  commands  of  the  count  or  me,  they  threw 
themfelves  upon  the  three  Spaniards,  who  only  pro*- 
vok'd  iliem  the  more,    by  making  a  defence;  and  by 
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the  odds  they  had  of  being  on  horfe-back,  and  armed 
with  piftols,  ihcy  in  a  moment  flretched  them  in  the 
dull. 

The  guard  took  to  flight.  Our  only  happinefs 
in  fuch  a  frightful  difader  was,  that  not  being  known 
we  might  hope  to  get  into  a  place  of  fecurity,  by 
inarching  off  as  fpeedily  as  he.  The  place  we  were  in 
being  a  crofs  road,  favoured  yet  more  this  hope.  After 
fome  cutting  reproaches,  which  we  all  four  laid  on 
our  cruel  Irifhmen,  I  recommended  to  them  above  all 
things  lilence,  as  a  precaution  full  as  important  to 
their  fecurity  as  ours  ;  and,  to  conceal  the  better  fuch 
an  horrible  adventure,  we  drove  through  feveral  turn* 
.^ngs  and  windings  to  St  Germain. 


BOOK     XIL 


THUS  the  demon ftratlon^  of  joy  and  gratitude, 
which  we  were  carrying  to  the  king  for  his  fa- 
vours, were  converted  into  grief  for  our  misfortunes, 
and  into  urgent  fupplications  to  obtain  pardon  for  our 
fervants,  having  fiirll  made  a  private  confeffion  to  hivS  ma- 
jelly  of  their  barbarous  zeal.  He  rejoiced  to  find,  that  we 
flattered  ourfelves  in  not  being  known  bytheguard;  but 
as  he  had  an  intereft  in  giving  no  caufe  of  complaint  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  he  immediately  took  a  refolution  which 
we  were  far  from  cxpeding.  You  fliall  go  for  Ire- 
land faid  he  to  Patrick  and  me  ;  this  is  the  only  way 
I  have  to  hope^  that  you  may  not  be  foon  difcovered 
from  the  marks  given  of  you  by  the  guard,  who  muft 
have  h'^d  at  lead  the  opportunity  of  obferving  you.  I 
did  not  propofe,  added  he,  to  make  you  fo  foon  underr 
take  this    voyage,    though  I  have  already  prepared 
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you  for  it  by  fomc  overtures,  which  have  made  you 
comprehend  a  part  of  my  views  ;  but  the  prefent  oc- 
caiion  determines  my  refolation.  He  proceeded  to 
tell  us  in  what  particulars  he  thought  us  fit  for  his  fer- 
vicc.  My  brother  having  never  carried  arms  againft 
king  William,  and  the  perplexity  from  whence  he 
was  delivered  at  Dublin,  making  hjm  fully  hope  that 
he  would  be  but  little  fufpe^ed  there,  after  the  full 
proofs  he  "had  given  of  his  innocence,  the  king's  in- 
tentions were,  that  he  (liould  pafs  fome  months  in  Dub- 
lin, and  Hiould  condudl  himfclf  without  fnewing  any 
open  affc6lion  to  his  party.  He  would  neither  make 
him  a  fpy  nor  a  confpirator  :  But  in  the  new  raea- 
fares  he  had  taken  for  the  following  campaign,  too  con- 
fidently flattering  himfelf  with  fuccefs,  he  thought  to 
cftablifh  at  Dublin  a  head  over  his  faithful  fubje£ls, 
who  might  unite  them  of  a  fudden  in  that  city,  when 
the  advantages  he  promifed  himfelf  by  his  arms 
(hould  infpire  them  with  courage  to  declare  for  him 
openly.  He  was  furc  of  having  a  great  number  of 
partizans,  whofe  zeal  waited  only  to  be  animated  by 
fome  lucky  event ;  and  in  a  town,  whofe  example 
would  become  as  it  were  a  law  for  the  whole  king- 
dom, he  wanted  a  man,  whofe  merit  and  birth  would 
be  capable  of  making  an  imprefllon  on  their  minds. 
As  to  me  :  he  hoped  to  draw  the  fame  advantages 
from  my  zeal  in  the  provinces.  The  quality  of 
biftiop  added  to  the  weight  of  my  name,  gave  him 
room  to  believe,  that  I  fhould  eaiily  gain  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  and  that  upon  the  leall  appear- 
ance of  fucccfa  to  his  arms,  I  flvjuld  readily  raife  in 
his  favour  all  thofe  whom  I  fliould  have  already  gain- 
ed to  his  intereft.  by  my  exhortations.  He  ordered 
me  to  haften  the  ceremony  of  my  confecration,  and 
jircffing  Patrick  yet  further  to  prepare  for  his  depar- 
ture, he  advifed  liim  not  to  put  off  till  the   morrow 

what  might  be  executed  the  fame  day. 

To  the  commlflion,  with  winch  he  charged  us,  he 

added  a  power  to  take  up  the  treafurc  of  my  lord 

JLinch,    and  granted  us  liberty  to  apply  to  his  fcr- 
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vice  fuch  fums  in  fpecie,  of  which  I  had  given  him 
an  account  from  the  memorandum  intruded  iX>  me. 
His  cares  extended  to  my  lady.  Having  congratu- 
lated her  upon  the  conclufion  of  her  marriage,  he 
exhorted  her  to  ufe  the  credit  fhe  had  in  the  county 
of  Antrim  to  reclaim  that  important  part  of  the  realm 
to  his  obedience,  and  by  the  reputation  her  charms 
would  give  her  in  Dublin,  to  fecond  the  zeal  of  her 
hufband  in  that  city.  He  engaged  his  royal  word, 
that  to  recompence  fo  great  a  fervice,  he  would  make 
her  firft  lady  of  honour  to  the  queen  after  his  reftora- 
lion,  and  that  he  would  conhrm  my  brother  in  his 
two  polls,  of  which  he  confeffed  the  firft  was  but  an 
empty  title  at  St  Germain.  As  to  the  fecond,  it 
being  properly  in  our  iflands  that  the  importance  of  it 
confiiled,  he  inverted  him  with  all, the  power  proper  to 
faciliate  the  execution  of  it. 

Patrick  and  his  wife  found  nothing  uncafy  in  thefc 
difpofitions,  how  remote  foevcr  they  were  from  their 
cxpedlations.  If  tl  c  motives  of  obedience  and  zeal 
had  not  been  fnfficlent  to  prevail  on  them  to  embrace 
thofe  commands  with  joy,  their  private  affairs  re- 
quiring for  fome  time  their  prefencc  in  Ireland,  they 
could  not  defire  a  more  glorious  opportunity  to  take 
care  of  their  own  concerns,  than  by  fatisfying  their 
duty.  Tbey  readily  accepted  the  offer  without  ex- 
cufes  or  delay.  My  fidcr-in-law,  alarmed  at  the 
reflexion  the  king  had  made  upon  our  adventure, 
was  the  firft  to  wifh  that  he  w^ould  take  the  road  to 
Dieppe  the  night  following.  They  repofed  on  me 
the  care  of  fetting  their  affairs  in  order  in  France, 
and  to  tranfport  their  goods  wheni  fhould  leave  it  to 
rejoin  them. 

The  cxcufes  of  Tenermill,  which  I  had  not  for- 
got to'make  to  the  king,  w^ere  received  by  that  prince 
with  goodnefs  enough  ;  but  they  produced  nothing 
elfe,  that  cauld  make  me  difcover  what  degree  of 
favour  he  retained  in   his  mind.       He   fliewed  more 

regard  for  the  count  de  S ,  and  fpcaking  to  him 

of  his  wife  as  a  womaa  whofe  merit  he  had  known  « 

long 
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l<)ng  time,  he  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  lie  had 
prepared  for  her  diliinftions  and  graces  when  ever  ftic 
Ihould  appear  at  court.  A  witnefs'to  fo  many  fa- 
vours would  judge,  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  thfi 
fortune  of  our  family;  but  I  thought  I  had  a  glimpfe, 
that  in  this  profufion  of  benefits  Tenermill  was  ne- 
glefted. 

He  made  this  judgfrient  of  it  himfelf,  when  (paf- 
fing  through  Taris  with  the  count)  I  informed  hina 
of  the  hally  departure  of  his  brother,  and  the  com- 
miifion  the  king  had  charged  him  with.  This  pre- 
ference of  his  brother  to  an  employment  of  fuch  im- 
portance, and  the  coldnefs  with  which  the  king  an- 
fwcred  me  on  his  account,  which  I  could  not  conceal 
from  him,  made  him  carry  his  fufpicions  much  fur^ 
ther  than  I  did.  See  the  price  of  my  fervices,  faid  he 
with  a  refcntment,  of  which  the  half  lay  yet  dif- 
guiied  in  his  heart  ;  he  panifhes  me  with  hopes, 
which  he  gave  me  room  to  conceive,  and  with  pro- 
mifes  which  he  has  not  thought  feafonable  to  fulfil. 
I  was  ignorant  that  he  had  talked  in  the  fame  man- 
ner in  a  thoufand  places  of  Paris,  and  that  fome  part 
of  it  had  been  carried  to  the  king.  The  anfwers, 
v/ith  which  I  laboured  to  confolc  him,  were  drawn 
from  the  favourable  intentions  of  that  prince,  who 
would  referve  for  him  without  doubt  to  another 
time  what  the  circumftances  of  affairs  would  not 
yet  permit  him  to  grant.  Can  he  complain,  re- 
plied renermill  boldly,  that  opportunities  have  failed 
him,  when  he  has  of  his  own  accord  torn  two  of 
them  from  me?  Expreflions  fo  plain  gave  me  too  well 
to  undcrfland,  that  he  had  not  looked  ^pon  the  mar- 
riage of  Patrick  with  an  eye  as  undillurbed  as  I  fan- 
cied, and  that  he  was  not  more  confoled  in  having 
raiflcd  the  opportunity  of  marrying  Donna  Figucrrcz, 
whom  he  looked  upon  at  Icall  as  a  rcfource.  But 
what  he  added,  made  me  judge,  that  the  fort  of  ^or- 
gcifulncfs  with  which  he  thought  himfelf  overlooked, 
whilft  the  king  employed  his  brother  with  fo  much 
confidence,  he  finifhcd  the  piercing  hin*  to  the  heart. 
K  3  1  did 
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I  did  not  expe(^,  faid  he,  any  other  explanation  to 
declare  to  me  my  difgrace,  and  I  will  take  care  how 
I  appear  at  St  Germain  to  meet  with  a  repetition 
of  it. 

All  the  reafons,  by  which  I  endeavoured  to  make 
him  take  up  other  notions  of  the  king's  goodnefp, 
not  having  had  the  power  to  reclaim  him,  I  conjured 
him  to  give  rae  time  at  leaft  td  dive  into  his  proper 
iituation,  and  I  offered  him  to  employ  to  that  pur- 
pofe  all  the  ways  he  fhould  himfelf  judge  feafonabic 
to  prefcrlbe  mc.  But  his  Indignation  feeming  to  re- 
double at  this  propofal  ;  I  !  faid  he^.  Shall  I  by  a 
Ihameful  rcllleffnefs  and  fervi'e  cxcufcs  go  and  Juftify 
a  treatment  that  1  never  deferved  ?  This  i»  a  icandal 
I  never  will  expofe  myftif  to.  HI»  pride  thus  com- 
bating his  ambition,  he  feemed  more  to  be  pitied 
than  he  ever  had  been  under  the  latter  of  thefe  palli- 
ons  ;  but  I  hoped  much  better  from  thence  for  the 
time  to  come  ;  becaufe  the  natural  effeft  of  thlsoppo- 
fition  muft  be  to  moderate  them  both. 

Neverthclefs,  not  doubting  but  that  with  thofe  fen- 
tlments  he  would  foon  fail  under  difgrace  with  the 
king,  if  he  had  not  done  fo  already,  as  he  fancied, 
I  had  the  curlofity  to  afl<:  him,  by  what  other  vlevv3 
he  hoped  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  his  fortune  ?  By  the 
contempt  of  every  thing  that  bears  that  name,  faid 
he  with  a  gloomy  air,  and  a  fcheme  of  life,  by 
which  1  know  how  to  render  myfelf  Independent  of 
the  court.  Not  being  able  to  get  out  of  him  any 
other  explanation,  I  learned  at  the  count's  houfe,. 
that  during  the  few  days  we  had  paffed  at  Saifons,  he 
had  gamed  wiih  fo  much  good  fuccefs,  that  at  three 
fittings  he  had  won  four  hundred  thoufand  llvres  at 
Bafiet.  They  added,  that  with  great  prudence  he  had 
Immediately  placed  it  out  at  intereft,  from  thence  to 
raife  himfelf  a  revenue  as  a  proof  againil  all  chances. 
If  I  lamented  him  for  having  tried  thofe  ways  of 
fortune  fo  unworthy  of  him,  I  commended  the  ufe 
he  had  made  of  the  favour  of  his  good  luck.  But 
I  avoided  fpeaking  to  him  of  it  j  and  far  from  be- 
lieving 
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lieving  him  fo  fowered  agalnft  the  court  as  he  had  af- 
fefted  to  appear,  I  did  not  at  all  doubt  but  that  he 
would  foon  avail  himfclf,  through  the  advantages  of 
gaming,  to  eftablifh  himfclf  by  an  advantageous  mar- 
riage, which  would  give  a  new  birth  to  all  his  ambi- 
tion,    l^hcie  alfo  were  the   thoughts  of  the  count  dc 

S ,  to  whom  he  did  not  difcover  his  good  fortune 

any  more  than  he  had  done  to  me.  In  the  mean  time, 
as  if  the  departure  of  his  brother,  and  the  near  ap- 
proach of  mine,  had  been  the  time  he  waited  for  to 
execute  his  refolutions,  he  went  to  return  thanks  to 
the  king  the  day  following,  and  to  furrender  to  him 
his  peniijn  and  regiment. 

I  wab  not  informed  of  this  ftrange  ilep  but  by  the 
king  himfelf,  when,  being  confecrated  in  a  private 
chapel  without  noife,  I  returned  to  St  Germain  to 
receive  his  majefty*8  laft  orders  before  my  departure. 
Far  from  expelling  fuch  bad  news,  I  thought  of  nq- 
tliing  but  discovering,  whether  the  fentiments  of  that 
prince  were  fo  cold  towards  Tenermill  as  I  began  to 
fear  ;  and  I  had  prepared  in  my  difcourfe  every  thing 
that  i  thought  ncceffary  to  revive  them.  But  if  it 
were  true,  that  the  king  had  been  fo  offended  at  his 
complaints,  as  to  dimlnlfh  any  thing  of  the  a{fe(5liou 
with  which  he  had  honoured  him,  he  had  been  much 
more  fenfibly  moved,  that  an  officer  of  his  merit  had 
forfaken  his  fervlce,  at  a  time  when  fuch  fort  of 
lo.Tes  were  not  eafy  to  repair.  Without  ftooping  fo  low 
as  to  lot  him  perceive  he  was  fenfible  of  the  offence, 
he  conducted  himfclf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (till  to 
retain  hopes  of  gaining  him  over  by  accepting 
only  the  half  of  what  he  came  to  furrender  ;  and  co- 
louring with  a  good  deal  of  addrcfs  and  goodncfs  the 
layiflg  down  of  his  regiment,  which  furprifed  every 
body  in  a  man  of  his  age  ;  althougJi  your  infirmi- 
tica,  faid  the  king,  will  not  fuffer  you  any  longer  to 
fcrve  me,  it  would  be  unjufl  that  your  pall  fcrvices 
fhould  remain  unrewarded  ;  I  leave  you  your  penfion. 
Tenermill,  notwitUftandlng  all  his  rcfcntmcnt,  which 
would  have  carried  him  perhaps  to  have  rcfufed  th»i 
K  4  favour> 
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favour,  durft  not  violate  fo  far  the  rcfpeft  he  owed 
his  mailer  ;  and,  confounded  at  a  favour  fo  little  ex- 
peded,  he  was  obliged  to  fliew  his  gratitude  by  re- 
turning his  majefty  thanks. 

The  king  having  given  me  this  account,  carried 
the  conhdence,  vi'ilh  which  he  honoured  me,  i"o  far 
as  to  ^(\<.  me  familiarly,  if  I  found  any  juftice  in  the 
complaints  of  my  brother.  .  I  was  too-  much  over- 
whelmed with  the  favours  he  had  heaped  on  my 
whole  family,  not  to  acknowledge  all  the  wrong  Te- 
nermill  had  done  himfelf  by  an  excefs  of  pride  ;  ne- 
vertlielefs,  as  much  as  it  was  poflible  to  juftify  him 
from  the  mortal  grief  he  felt  in  the  lofs  of  fo  great 
hopes,  and  by  a  panegyrick  on  the  grandeur  of  his 
foul  and  his  integrity,  I  laboured  to  make  him  appear 
lefs  culpable.  To  give  over  meafure  to  fo  much  good- 
nefs,  the  king  gave  it  rac  in  charge  to  bring  dowa 
this  fiery  fpirit  by  all  the  ways  I  could  find,  from  the 
knowledge  I  had  of  his  character.  It  is  not,  added 
he,  within  the  compafs  of  a  day  that  I  expe(Sl  you 
to  bring  about  this  change.  Go  you  for  Ireland  ; 
your  fervices,  and  thofe  of  your  other  brother  wili 
help  me  with  a  pretext  to  awakea  him  to  his  duty  by 
new  favours. 

Such  powerful  motives  made  a  lively  impreflion 
on  my  heart.  I  returned  to  Paris,  and  pafTcd  there 
a  few  days  more  than  I  intended,  with  a  defign  to 
begin  before  my  departure  to  caft  into  the  mind  of 
Tenermill  the  fird  feeds  of  repentance,  to  which  I 
did  not  defpair  of  engaging  him.  I  found  him  em- 
ployed in  preparing  furniture  and  every  thing  elfe  that 
might  help  to  make  a  houfe  commodious  and  pleafant. 
Having  quitted  ths  king's  fervice,  and  his  for- 
tune being  confiderably  augmented,  it  was  natural  for 
him  to  think  of  re- taking  his  houfe,  and  endeavouring 
to  make  it  agreeable.  I  did  not  carry  my  views  far- 
ther. 1  was  informed  that  he  propofed  alfo  to  em- 
bellifh  our  little  houfe  at  Saifons  by  a  number  of  or- 
naments. The  relifli  for  gardens  and  buildings 
makes  the  common  amufetpent  of  a  rich   and  retired 

man. 


The  Dean  ^  Coleraine.         %2-$ 

man.  I  found  nothing  very  unexpe£led  in  his  defign  ; 
and  on  the  contrary  I  commended  him  for  turning  his 
inclinations  towards  fuch  innocent  and  plain  objeds. 
But  I  did  not  hear  without  amazement  that  Donna 
Figuerrez  feemed  to  prefidc  for  the  moft  part  over 
thofe  inclinations.  It  was  added,  that  taking  advan- 
tage  of  the    abfence  of    the  count    and  countefs    of 

S ,  fhe  had   oftentimes    vifited  Tenermill  even  in 

his  apartment  ;  that  (he  had  fuppcd  there  alone  with 
him  ;  that  their  entertainments  always  lafted  very  far 
in  the  night  ;  that  flic  kept  up  with  him  an  air  of 
familiarity,  which  prefumed  the  mofl  intimate  ac- 
quaintance ;  in  fine,  that  their  intereits  appeared  to  be 
fo  united,  that  they  feemed  to  put  no  difference  between 
what  was  his  or  hers.  Donna  Figuerrez,  though  far 
from  being  fo  rich  as  (he  would  one  day  be  by  the  ia- 
heritancc  of  her  uncle,  enjoyed  neverthelefs  an  eftate 
confiderable  enough.  She  had  noble  inclinations,  and 
a  liberal  humour.  Tenermill  being  in  that  particular 
not  inferior  to  any  body,  all  the  projefts  they  formed 
in  concert  taftcd  of  thofe  two  predominant  qualities. 

But  the  principal  humour  of  eltablifhmcnt  that 
they  intended  had  cfcaped  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  gave 
me  this  notice.  I  did  not  penetrate  it  myfelf,  or 
rather,  my  fufpicions  not  turning  on  that  fide,  I 
did  not  feek  to  difcovcr  it.  But  in  f(juriding  Teuermill, 
I  found  him  fo  (Irengthened  in  the  defign  of  renoun- 
cing the  court,  that  I  had  no  hopes  of  making  hitn 
cafily  enter  into  the  king's  iQlcntloiis*  He  told  me 
himfcif  that  he  was  clog^»cd  with  the  penfion  the 
king  had  forced  him  to  keep,  and  that  he  confidcrcd 
it  as  the  remains  of  a  fcrvltude,  from  which  he 
ricved  not  to  be  iatirely  let  free.  If  I  had  Jiny  hopes 
eft,  it  proceeded  (jnly  from  the  main  bottonA  of  hU 
charadcr,  which  I  did  not  think  more  cafy  to  reform 
in  an  ambitions  man,  than  in  a  (lave  to  every  other 
pafllon  :  And  I  flattered  myfelf,  that  if  bis  ambition 
could  be  brought  to  fpring  up  a  new,  thg  advantage 
of  hie  vcxationi  would  be  to  reduce  it  within  jull 
K  5  bounds,. 
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bounds,  in  making  him  retrench  what  he  had  vIcious; 
in  his  excefTes. 

My  departure  was  forwarded  feme  days  by  the 
noiie  of  inquiries  being  made  in  the  courts  of  law, 
who  had  taken  cognizance  of  our  unhappy  rencounter. 
Although  nothing  had  been  made  out  by  informations, 
and  that  the  abfence  of  Patrick,  who  they  might 
have  believed  had  gone  for  Ireland  the  day  he  quitted 
Paris  for  the  celebration  of  his  marriage,  helped  fur- 
ther to  banifh  fufpicions,  yet  my  figure  was  fo  re- 
markable, that  I  ran  the  vifque  every  moment  to  be 
known  by  the  guard.  I  even  excufed  myfelf  from 
returning  to  Saifons  ;  and  taking  leave  of  the  count 
by  letter,  I  recommended  to  him  to  keep  fome 
weeks  from  appearing  in  Paris,  to  give  time  to  this 
llorm  to  fettle  intir'ely.  I  made  a  profperous  journey. 
All  hoftilities  having  ceafed  during  the  winter,  I 
found  my  pafTage  open  to  Dublin.  An  ancient  friend 
to  our  houfe,  to  whom  I  addreffed  myfelf  on  my 
arrival,  fhewed  me  a  letter  from  Pal  rick,  who  by  a 
prudent  conduvft  thought  proper  to  go  firft  to-  the 
county  of  Antrim,  before  he  appeared  in  tl>e  capital. 
He  had  writ  to  him  from  his  manfion  houfe,  that, 
as  if  difcouraged  by  the  fatigue  of  his  journeys,  he 
had  at  length  chofe  to  fix  himfelf  in  his  own  country, 
and  to  make  Dublin  his  conftant  place  of  refnience. 
He  requeued  him  to  provide  a  houfe  for  him,  fuch  as 
would  ar.fvver  the  defiga  he  had  of  appearing  there  in 
feme  fplendoUr;  and  telling  him  the  day  he  intended 
to  come,  he  prayed  him  to  inform  himfelf  of  all  per- 
fons  who  had  any  acquaintance  wath  our  family. 

This  generous  friend  was  named  Staberton.  Being 
as  faithful  to  the  king  as  to  friendfhip,  it  was  not 
Patrick's  bufinefs  to  conceal  from  him  the  fecret  of 
his  commiffion  :  On  the  contrary,  he  made  ufe  of  him 
as  aa  inftrnment  to  fpread  abroad  reports,,  which 
might  make  the  government  countenance  him,  by 
feeing  h:'.^.  appear  freely  without  diffidence  or  fu- 
fpicion.  I  had  much  fewer  precautions  to  obferve  ; 
becaufe  not   propofing  to  fee  indifferently  all  my  ac- 

<juaintajicej,. 
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quaintance,  the  obfcuiity  iti  which  I  was  defirous  of 
executing  the  king^s  orders,  might  keep  mc  better 
concealed  tlian  my  brother.  Befides,  my  defign  was 
.  to  ftay  but  little  in  one  place.  I  thought  lefs  of 
winning  over  partizans  for  the  king,  than  in  making 
fure  thofe  who  ^were  faithful  to  him,  and  confirming 
them  in  their  loyalty.  I  muft  run  over  all  the  coun- 
ties of  Ireland,  take  from  one;  town  to  another  the 
names  of  every  zealous  Jacobite,  to  whom  I  could 
open  myfelf  with  confidence,  and  keep  an  exa6l  ac- 
count of  every  one  whofe  fcrvicc  was  to  be  depended 
upon,  as  occafion  offered.  In  looking  thus  more  nar- 
rowly into  my  engagements,  I  found  that  religion 
had  a  lefs  fharc  in  my  labours  than  I  liad  fancied; 
but  my  making  myfelf  ufeful  in  the  reftoration  of  the 
Jting,  was  ferving  religion  indiredlly. 

I  refolved  neverthelefs  to  depend  upon  the  arrival 
of  Patrick,  for  regulating  my  firfl  enterprifes  in  con- 
cert with  him.  It  was  during  this  interval  tliat  think- 
ing before-hand  of  the  means  to  put  ourfclvcs  into 
pofleflion  of  my  lord  Liach's  trcafure,  chance  threw 
in  my  way  (in  the  houfe  where  I  lodged)  one  of  his 
old  fervants,  who  remembered  to  have  feen  me  at  his 
caftle.  Although  he  had  not  been  intruiled  by  him 
fo  far  as  to  know  the  fpot  in  the  wood  where  the 
treafure  was  concealed,  he  was  not  ignorant  never- 
thelefs that  my  lord  was  tiie  truftec  of  a  vaft  deal  of 
vrcahh  ;  and  the  opinion  of  people  of  his  fort  always 
enlarging  fa6ls  of  this  nature,  he  fancied  with  the 
rcll  of  tlie  fervants,  that  'ill  the  gold  and  filver  in 
the  kingdom  was  in  the  puffcffion  of  their  mafter.  E 
was  very  ciuii^jus  of  difcovcring  myfelf  to  liim  in  the 
abfcnce  of  my  brother  j  but  thinking  this  man  ufeful 
to  our  views,  by  the  knowledge  he  had  of  Linch's 
ca(llcand<he  places  about  it,  I  gained  him  over  by 
fume  liberalities  that  fixed  him  in  my  intereft. 
Having  afterwards  had  a  full  trial  of  hiin  to  build 
fomcthiag  upon  hiu  fcrvicts,  it  came  into  my  mitid 
to  employ  wiih  him  the  time  that  Patrick's  delay 
t^ave  mc  to  vifit  Luich'a  wood>  to  rcfrcfti  the  confufcJ 

fiotiond  < 
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notions  I  yet  had  of  his  cave.  I  took  care  never* 
thdefs  not  to  give  him  the  lead  hint  of  our  pretences 
or  defigns;  and  in  the  viflt  I  propofed,  I  only  in* 
tended  to  make  ufe  of  my  own  eyes,  without  giviirg 
liim  even  the  opportunity  of  remarking  upon  what 
places  I  fixed   my  looks. 

We  began  our  journey  together,  under  the  fimple 
pretence  of  feeing  once  more  a  caftle  where  I  had 
loft  a  friend,  whafe  memory  was  very  dear  to  me. 
Having  no  reafon  to  conceal  my  route,  I  made  an 
amufement  of  this  journey,  and  did  not  flop  to  ob- 
ferve  by  whom  I  was  followed  ;  which  neverthelefs  I 
was,  by  fome  fpies  of  the  government.  Neither  the 
precautions  I  had  taken,  nor  the  reafons  we  had  of 
fearing  nothing  from  the  jealoufies  of  the  viceroy, 
prevented  me  on  my  arrival  at  Dublin  from  being  fu- 
fpedledi  He  had  appointed  two  men  to  follow  me 
from  place  to  place,  who  never  once  loft  the  track 
©f  me,  and  had  taken  the  refolution  of  travelling  at 
my  heels,  when  they  faw  me  get  on  horfeback  to 
leave  Dublin.  I  had  no  miftruft  of  this  convoy,, 
and  I  arrived  at  Linch's  caltle  without  obferving  them. 

The  care  I  took  of  lodging  in  an  inn  apart  from 
the  highway,  and  of  avoiding  to  meet  any  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town,  having  increafed  the  fufpicion  of 
my  guards,  they  did  not  lofe  fight  of  me  a  moment ; 
inforauch  that  rifing  one  morning  very  early,  with  a 
view  of  making  a  vifit  alone  to  the  wood,  and  of 
concealing  myfelf  even  from  the  man  whom  I  had 
brought  with  me,  I  was  neverthelefs  under  their  in- 
fpe<5lion  without  kuowing  it.  The  confidence  i  had 
of  having  no  witneffes,  made  me  lefs  cautious  than  I 
had  propofed.  I  not  only  kflew  the  places  I  had  vi- 
lited  with  my  lord  Linch,  but  removing  the  earth 
that  covered  the  defcent  to  the  cave,  I  went  down 
as  far  as  the  ftone  that  ferved  as  a  door  to  the  en- 
trance, and  I  endeavoured  to  lift  it  with  all '  my 
fiiingih;  which  not  being  enough  fpr  the  purpofe,  I 
began  to  fettle  everything  in  the  fame  condition  I 
Ibund  it }  when  my  two  fpies,  who  took  a  high  con- 
ceit •> 
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ccit  of  my  attempt,  and  without  doubt  feared,  that 
they  fhould  not  eafily  find  again  what  I  took  fo  much 
pains  to  cover,  advanced  to  me  with  a  cry  that  ftruck 
fome  terror  into  m€.  Without  giving  me  time  to 
return  from  ihence,  they  fhewed  me  the  viceroy's 
order  for  wacching  me,  and  putting  all  their  ftrength 
to  lift  up  the  (lone,  they  went  down  into  the  cave, 
notwiihftanding  »he  darknefs,  which  was  capable  of 
checking  the  eagernefs  of  people  lefs  greedy. 

In  my  firft  conllernation  I  thought  of  nothing*  b&t 
Kfting  up  my  eyes  and  hands  to  the  almighty,  and 
putting  under  his  protedion  againll  the  prophanation 
of  the  wicked,  a  raafs  of  confecrated  wealth,  that 
ought  not  to  be  employed  but  in  his  fervice.  }^ut 
when  a  moment's  reflexion  had  given  me  time  to 
confider  of  fome  means  to  prevent  the  pillage,  which 
I  immediately  expected,  the  fight  of  the  Rone  which 
was  fet  upon  an  edge  near  the  mouth  of  the  cave, 
and  the  turning  over  whereof  was  enough  to  fhut  up 
the  entrance  intirely,  infpired  me  with  a  defign  of 
employing  fuch  an  innocent  artifice  againft  force. 
The  warmth  that  animated  me  increafed  my  natural 
llrength.  I  revenged  heaven  with  more  cruelty  than 
I  intended.  My  two  enemies  continued  buried  in  the 
cave,  and  abfolutely  to  take  away  any  poflibility  of 
their  getting  out  before  1  had  confidered  of  fome  way 
to  lave  the  trcafure  out  of  their  clutches,  I  covered 
the  (tone  not  only  with  the  earth  I  had  before  re- 
moved from  thence,  but  with  ev^ry  thing  (  ft)und  near 
me  proper  to  increafe  the  w.  Ight.  The  delcent  into 
the  cave  being  too  narrow  to  admit  of  a  pa(rage  for 
two  at  once,  I  was  fatisficd  that  the  efforts  of  one 
alone  would  never  be  futlkicnt  to  diftrngage  them. 

My  firft  ihoughtb  nevt-rthelefs  were  not  to  leave  them 
there  long  enough  to  die  for  want  of  food.  1  imme- 
diately returned  to  Du[)!in  with  a  refolntion  of  dilco- 
vcriiig  myfclf  to  fome  of  our  moll  trully  friends.  It 
did  not  fecm  impulfiblc  with  their  affiilancc  to  fcoure 
the  two  fpics  till  the  arrival  of  Patrick,  and  even  to 
convey  ail  the  riches  out  of  the  cave  into  fome  plncc 
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where  avarice  could  have  no  accefs  to  It.  Stabertoo, 
whom  I  firft  Informed  of  my  adventure,  immediately 
gave  notice  of  it  to  four  of  his  bed  friends,  for  whofe' 
zeal  and  fidelity  he  engaged.  I  came  to  Dublin  with 
fo  much  expedition,  that  I  made  my  journey  in  one 
day,  and  I  took  up  no  longer  time  on  my  return. 
A  body  of  eight  or  ten  gentlemen,  tho*  feparated  in 
many  parties,  being  capable  of  giving  fome  alarm  In 
my  lord  Linch's  territories,  we  took  care  to  arrive 
there  at  night,  and  without  Hopping  at  the  inn  where 
I  alighted  before,  we  went  diredlly  to  the  wood, 
in  which  the  treafure  was  concealed. 

Among  many  precautions  I  took  that  of  providing 
every  thing  to  aflift  us  in  the  dark.  The  yncafinefs 
I  was  under  for  the  life  of  my  two  fples  made  me 
haftcn  Staberton  to  lift  up  the  (lone  that  covered  the 
cave.  I  had  but  a  bad  omen  of  their  fafety,  when 
they  did  not  appear  at  the  entrance.  We  found  them 
indeed  motionlefs  at  the  bottom  of  the  cave  ;  and  all 
our  endeavours  were  ufelefs  to  bring  them  back  to 
life.  My  heart  was  pierced  with  grief,  and  not- 
withftanding  the  integrity  of  my  Intentions,  I  thought 
myfelf  guilty  enough  of  their  death  to  fufpend  for 
fome  time  all  the  fundions  of  my  miniftry.  Never- 
thelefs,  my  affociates  found  nothing  but  a  fubje<fl  for 
joy  in  this  unfortunate  event ;  and  confeffing,  that 
upon  my  recital,  their  dcfign  had  been  to  rid  them- 
felves  of  thefe  miferable  wretches,  they  thanked  hea- 
ven for  having  fpared  them  a  violence,  which  they 
had  thought  neceffary  for  their  fafety. 

The  death  of  the  only  two  witnefies,  from  whom 
we  had  reafon  to  fear  treachery,  gave  us  more  time 
and  liberty  than  I  durft  have  hoped  for,  to  remove  a 
great  many  large  cafkets,  which  had  been  difficult  to 
carry  away  without  carrs.  Staberton  was  of  opinion 
we  fhould  turn  over  that  care  to  times  lefs  dangerous. 
But  the  meeting  of  fo  many  honeft  gentlemen  fccmed 
to  me  to  be  an  opportunity  _^dij3icult  to  recover.  I 
propofed  to  difperfe  ourfelves  about  the  neighbouring 
villages,  from   whence  we  might  cafily  meet  at  the 
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wood  every  night.  Eack  of  us  fucceffively  might 
take  the  charge  of  hiring  one  carr  in  the  village 
where  he  was  retired  to,  and  to  bring  it  in  the  morn- 
ing at  fome  diftance  from  the  wood.  We  might 
draw  the  calkets  out  of  the  cave  without  other  aid 
than  our  own  hands,  and  carry  them  to  each  carr, 
and  perfuadc  the  carman  they  came  from  the  neigh- 
bouring caillc.  Two  gentlemen  were  fufficlent  to 
conduit  them  alfo  one  after  another  to  places  of  fecu- 
rity.  My  friends  came  into  my  opinion,  that  they 
fhould  be  depofited  in  different  houfes  ;  and  in  thefe 
times,  when  zeal  had  ltri£tly  united  the  king's  faithful 
fubjefts  together,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  Und  invio- 
lable privacies  for  what  was  intended  for  his  fervjce. 

This  fcheme  fucceeded  fo  luckily,  that  without 
meeting  the  leall  obllaclc  during  eight  days,  I  was 
at  length  mafter  of  ail  the  riches  of  the  cave.  The 
fums  in  fpecie,  which  the  king  had  commiflioncd 
us  to  emp'oy  in  the  execution  of  his  orders,  were 
tranfportcd  to  Dulviin.  Stabcrton,  who  had  already 
provided  a  houfe  for  Patrick,  depofited  them  there 
himfelf  in  a  clofet,  of  which  he  kept  the  key.  .1: 
obfervcd  to  him,  that  after  my  misfortune  of  falling 
under  the  miftruft  of  the  viceroy,  there  was  no  doubt 
but  Patrick  was  watched  in  his  turn.  Pie  came  into 
my  opinion  ;  but  neverthclefs,  the  refolution  my 
brotlicr  in  appearance  had  taken  of  fettling  In  Ireland, 
bcfid.'s  his  having  all  his  eflate  there,  the  little  noifc 
he  had  made  at  the  court  of  St  Gtrmain,  nolwiih- 
itanding  all  the  favours  the  king  had  heaped  on  hiiri, 
bccaufc  having  been  fecretly  enough  fent  to  Spain, 
during  all  the  time  iie  had  not  been  employed  oa 
his  private  affairs,  he  had  fcarce  appeared  four  times 
ill  the  prcfcnce  of  that  prince  ;  in  fine,  the  fwcetnefa 
and  agrceablenefs  of  his  humour,  which  might  make 
him  be  ihougjjt  cut  out  rather  for  plcafures  than  loil- 
fome  enterpilxes  ;  all  thcfc  rcafuns,  that  had  beca 
already  weighed  in  France  by  thffvking  and  Patrick 
himfelf,  made  us  hope  that  he  woJld  be  Icfs  ful)je6^ 
IQ  fufpicion  than   I.     In  reality,  arriving  a  few  days 
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after,  he  waited  on  the  viceroy,  and  all  other  perfons 
of  rank  in  Dublin,  with  fo  free  an  air,  that  they  there 
looked  on  his  return  as  the  effedl  of  a  prudent  rcfo- 
lution,  which  made  him  prefer  the  enjeyment  of  his 
eftate  in  his  own  country  to  the  barren  honour  of 
ferving  a  dethroned  king.  The  fplendour  with  which 
he  furnifhed  and  adorned  his  houfe  made  them  further 
judge,  that  he  had  no  politic  defigns  in  view  ;  bc- 
caufe  the  application  they  faw  him  make  of  hia 
wealth  this  way,  did  not  leav^  them  room  to  fuppofe 
he  had  much  remaining  for  other  ufea. 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
fervices  he  did  the  king  during  the  reft  of  the  winter, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  following  campaign.  Having 
fpent  fome  days  in  regulating  with  him  luch  parts  of 
our  enterprize,  as  were  in  common  between  us,  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  ftealing  as  privately  out  of 
Dublin,  a»  1  had  lived  t^here  fince  the  removal  of 
the  treafure ;  and  I  had  the  precaution,  in  order  to 
leave  nothing  to  chance,  to  take  with  me  my  lord 
Linch's  fervant,  whofe  indifcretion  I  feared  during 
iny  abfence.  We  made  the  tour  of  one  part  of 
Ireland,  and  had  the  fatisfa6lion  of  finding  there  an 
infinite  number  of  loyal  fubjeds,  who  panted  after 
the  king's  reiloration.  My  employment  in  every 
town,  and  even  in  the  meaneft  villages,  when  I  ap- 
plied to  any  one  whofe  mind  and  behaviour  infpired 
me  with  confidence,  was  not  only  to  inform  myfelf 
what  afliftance  was  to  be  cxpe6:cd  from  the  plact?,  in 
tie  caufe  we  had  to  defend,  but  to  take  down  in 
writing  under  fiftitious  names,  in  aid  of  my  curio- 
fity  and  the  weaknefs  of  my  memory^  the.  age, 
qualities,  degree  of  zeal,  and  the  names  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  whofe  fidelity  I  had  gained  afTu- 
rance  of.  I  did  not  hefitate  to  aflemble  ihem  together, 
when  I  thought  I  could  do  it  without  danger.  I  laid 
before  them  the  king's  hopes,  and  the  advantage 
they  might  be  to  his  fervice.  I  made  no  diftinftion 
in  my  exhortations  between  the  intercils  of  the  catho- 
lic religion,  and  that  of  the  prince,    who   was  tbe 
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defender  of  it.  My  zeal  did  not  draw  upon  me  any 
mifchievous  incidents;  and  thofe  who  recommended 
me  to  their  correfpondents  from  town  to  town,  were 
not  deceived  in  the  opinion  they  had  of  their  fidelitj'. 
Neverthelefs,  a  miftake,  with  which  I  can  reproach 
no  body,  expofcd  me  to  a  more  dangerous  accident, 
than  I  had  to  fear  in  the  execution  of  my  whole 
commiflion. 

I  left  T in  order  to  go  to  V charged  with 

many  l. iters  of  credence  to  procure  me  in  that  capi- 
tal of  the  province  of the  fame  fecurlty  and  re- 
ception I  had  met  with  in  the  precedent  places  :  fuch 
of  my  letters,  as  I  thought  neceffary  to  make  ufe  of, 
being  addrcfTed  to  a  catholic  merchant  of  the  town, 
whofe  riches  and  credit  were  celebrated  through  the 
whole  province,  I  fliewed  to  the  firll  perfon  1  met,  iA 
order  that  he  might  dirc6l  me  x\ic  way  to  Mr  Fiitely's 
which  was  the  mercliant's  name  ;  but  there  was  in 
that  town  a  counfellor  of  the  fame  name,  as  oppoCte 
to  the  king's  iniercd  and  to  the  catholic  religion, 
as  the  other  was  attached  to  both  ;  a  man,  moreover, 
extremely  hurried  away  by  his  opinions,  and  capable 
of  the  greateii  excefs  to  mitke  the  beft  of  his  princi- 
ples. Heaven,  who  was  plea  fed  to  ralle  fuch  oppor- 
tunities for  my  labouring  in  its  glory,  as  I  did  not 
conceive  conformable  eni)Ugh  to  my  zeal,  permitted 
my  guide  to  conduct  me  to  Filtcly  the  counfellor, 
inltcad  of  Filtely  the  merchant.  Having  no  fufpicion, 
I  prcfented  my  letter  to  him,  who,  far  from  inform- 
ing me  of  the  millake  after  he  had  read  it,  pretended 
to  treat  me  with  all  the  rcfpe£l  and  fritndfliip  that 
I  had  been  accullomed  to  receive  from  the  catholics. 
But  he  had  fcarce  Hiewtd  me  the  way  into  an  apart- 
ment, which  he  prcfled  me  to  enter,  to  recover  myfclf 
from  the  fatigue  of  my  journey,  than,  not  l)cing 
longer  able  to  nwdcratc  liit>  hatred  againrt  an  emiffary 
of  the  church  of  Rome  and  Si  Germain,  he  declared 
to  me,  that  1  was  fallen  into  the  hands  of  my  ene- 
mies, and  that  inflcad  of  a  good  reception,  I  had 
uolbing  to  exped  but  punilhmcnt.     But  tliis  fliall  iiqt 
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"be,  added  he,  till  you  have  made  a  confeflion  of  your 
defigns,  which  without  doubt  arc  intended  both 
againft  my  religion  and  country.  He  did  not  give 
me  time  to  get  oat  of  my  amazement  to  anfwer  him. 
Having  locked  the  door  on  me  with  g^eat  care,  and 
leaving  mc  tinder  the  guard  of  his  fervants,  he  went 
abroad  himfelf,  in  order  to  prepare  to  have  me  carried 
before  a  magiftrate.  Whatever  obfcurity  appeared  to 
me  to  be  in  this  cvef  t,  I  could  no  longer  doubt  but  I 
was  betrayed.  The  important  memorandums  I  had 
about  me  were  the  fubjeft  of  my  firfl  fears.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  pains  I  had  taken  to  difguifethe  names,  a 
hundred  mt-thods  might  be  found  oat  to  difcover  them, 
by  the  facility  they  had  of  going  after  me  on  the 
track,  and  comparing  from  town  to  town  the 
circumftances  of  times  and  places  with  my  obser- 
vations. The  danger  of  my  life  alarming  me  much 
Icfs  than  this  thought,  I  refolved  to  take  advantage 
of  all  forts  of  rifques  in  that  moment  of  my  being 
alone,  and  of  the  liberty  he  left  me  of  fecurir^  fo 
many  precious  intereiis.  I  had  luckily  about  me  the 
mod  important  of  my  papers.  1  had  refolved  to 
fwallovv  them  in  bits,  when  calling  my  eyes  round  on 
every  fide  of  the  chamber,  I  difcovered  a  private 
door,  which  did  not  feem  thick  enough  to  rcfift  my 
efforts.  I  opened  it  as  eafily  as  1  hoped  ;  but  finding 
only  a  ladder  faftencd  at  the  foot,  I  was  afraid  of 
rendering  my  flight  more  difficult  by  mounting  to  the 
fummit  of  the  houfe,  which  was  the  only  way  it 
led  to  ;  but  as  no  other  remedy  offered,  I  followed  this 
feeble  ray  of  hope. 

The  ladder  led  me  indeed  to  the  roof  of  the  houfe, 
where  the  difficulty  of  efcaping  feemed  much  to  in- 
creafe.  But  nothing  appearing  to  me  fo  terrible  as  to 
return  back,  I  abandoned  the  care  of  my  life  to 
providence,  and  expofed  myfelf  to  the  danger  of  fall- 
ing a  thoufand  times  from  fo  high  a  place,  by  defiring 
to  get  to  the  neighbouring  houfe  by  the  communi- 
cation of  roofs.  A  refolution  fo  hardy  baniihed  from 
mc  all  fear,  which  might  have  daggered  me  by  looking 
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long  on  the  danger.  I  not  only  gained  the  neighbour- 
ing loof,  but,  bting  become  rafh  by  my  fuccefs,  I 
ventured  to  go  further,  thinking  only  that  I  could  not 
<^et  far  enough  from  the  counfellor*s  houfe.  It  was 
heaven  itfelf  that  infpired  me,  as  it  was  heaven  that 
without  doubt  watched  over  the  prefertation  of  my 
life  in  fo  ilrange  an  enterprife.  I  got  alio  (by  a  way 
I  never  could  be  fiifpcdted  to  hnve  chofen)  upon  the 
third  roof,  from  whence  the  defcent  feemed  fo  eafy 
to  a  garret  window,  that  I  did  not  fcruple  to  ftop  at 
this  point.  I  got  without  difficulty  into  the  garret, 
and  finding  no  body  in  it,  I  immediately  thanked  hea- 
ven for  having  afforded  me  fo  vifible  a  prote<ftion. 

Having  rejoiced  nevcrthelcfs  for  efcaping  fo  many 
dangers,  I  did  not  know  whether  I  ought  not  to 
tremble  yet  at  thofe  that  were  to  come.  Th**  garret 
door  was  open,  and  I  could  not  in  the  leaft  hcfuate  \ti 
following  the  ftairs  that  led  me  down.  But  where 
would  ihey  lead  me,  and  into  what  hands  was  I  going 
to  fall  ?  I  went  down  by  chance,  and  had  fcarce  taken 
four  rteps,  when  1  faw  a  woman  difTolved  in  tears, 
and  fo  tilled  with  the  fubjeft  of  licr  grief,  that  with- 
out appearing  to  be  (truck  at  the  fight  of  me,  flic 
went  into  a  room  at  the  foot  of  the  ftairs.  Didradted 
and  aiflidled  as  fhe  was,  I  thought  her  from  that 
caufe  more  proper  to  receive  me  without  miftrull  or 
fear.  I  appeared  before  her  door,  and  feeing  her  all 
in  tears,  I  turned  my  words  in  a  manner  capable  of 
moving  her  in  my  favour,  by  the  reiemblancc  that 
my  misfortunes  bore  to  hcr's 

She  began  to  look  on  me  more  attentively,  and  her 
tears  feemed  to  Hop  by  the  imprefllon  my  prefencc 
made  on  her,  when  a  fuddtn  noife  giving  l>er  frcfh 
alarms,  (he  left  me  withuut  fpeaking  one  word,  and 
V  ithoiit  fceming  even  embarrafed  at  my  flaying  in  the 
chamber  after  her.  I  made  no  hafte  to  follow  her, 
but  rcflc£ling  on  fo  whimfical  an  adventure,  I  caft 
my  eyes  upon  fome  letters  which  lay  fcatttre«!  upon  ai 
table,  and  was  furprifrd  beyond  all  expnflion  to  find 
ihcm  in  llic  hand-writing  of  my  lord  Tencrmill. 

What 
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What  enchantment  !  faid  I  to  myfelf,  and  wh» 
will  aid  me  to  comprehend  an  adventure  fo  extraordi- 
nary ?  I  did  not  think  myfelf  bound  by  the  ordinary 
duties  of  good  manners  and  difcretion,  in  circum- 
ftances  of  this  nature,  and  efpecldlly  in  reo-ard  to  let- 
ters. I  laid  hold  of  fome  of  ilu  m,  which  I  read  over 
hafiily  ;  and  my  aftonifliment  much  increafed  in  find- 
ing them  all  to  be  letters  <  f  love  ;  they  were  without 
direction,  and  without  date.  Whatever  difficulty  I 
might  find  in  this  myftery,  I  loit  half  my  fears  as  to 
my  own  fecurity,  and  I  thought  my  danger  at  an  end 
in  a  houfe  where  my  brother  wai  known.  My  hold- 
nefs  increafed,  even  fo  far  as  to  make  me  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  looking  after  the  lady  who  had  jull  efcaped 
me.  Whether  love  had  a  part  in  her  tears,  or  whe- 
ther th<?y  proceeded  from  fom»  more  violent  paffion, 
I  fancied  (he  would  find  a  pleafure  in  knowing  me,  and 
explaining  to  me  the  caufe  of  her  troubles. 

Building  upon  this  notion,  I  went  down  to  the  firft 
door  1  f©und  open,  and  did  not  fcruple  to  go  in. 
The  fight  of  me  cou'd  not  Rrike  fo  iharply  the  perfon 
who  looked  on  mc,  as  I  was  moved  in  knowing  Angle- 
fey  ;  and  the  furious  air,  in  which  I  faw  him,  adding 
a  quick  fear  to  my  furprife,  I  remained  for  fome 
moments  v^athcut  the  power  of  advancing  a  ftcp 
further.  Recovering  however,  foon,  he  had  not  the 
fame  perplexity  in  taking  immediately  his  refolution. 
Ah  !  Is  it  you,  faid  he,  fecching  his  breath,  as  if 
even  his  allonifnment  had  given  him  fome  relief. 
Come  near,  come  near,  faid  he,  you  can  help  without 
doubt  to  clear  up  a  fecret,  that  touches  you  as  near  as 
it  does  me.  I  had  not  known  the  younger  of  his  two 
fillers  as  eafily  as  I  had  him.  She  ftood  neverthelefs 
oppofite  to  him,  in  fo  mortified  a  pofture,  that  I  ea- 
fily remarked  (he  wab  the  caufe  of  his  troubles,  and 
that  (he  thought  herfelf  perhaps  threatened  with  fome 
cfFefts  of  his  fury.  The  woman,  whom  1  met  on 
the  ilairs,  was  her  chamber-maid,  who  continued  to 
teftify  by  her  tears,  that  (he  apprehended  fomething 
terrible  for  her  miftrefs  and  herfelf. 

Encouraged 
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Encouraged  at  length  by  the  invitation  of  Angle- 
fey,  I  came  up  to  him.  Without  lofing  any  thing  of 
his  warmth,  he  told  me,  that  Tenermill  being  re- 
conciled to  him  after  his  laft  journey  to  Ireland, 
feenied  to  have  a  particular  fondnefs  for  his  fifter. 
Though  this  inclination,  added  he,  agreed  ill  with 
his  pretenfions  to  Sarah  Fincer,  whofe  hand  he  had 
confefled  to  me  he  had  the  hopes  of  obtaining,  yet  I 
was  not  furprifcd,  that  an  officer,  fatigued  with  his 
military  expeditions,  (hould  fcek  fometimes  for  a- 
mufement  in  the  company  of  an  amiable  young  la- 
dy. His  quarters  not  being  far  diftant  from  my  houfe-, 
I  freely  fiiffered  him  to  come  privately,  and  p«fs  with 
us  fome  intervals  of  repofe,  which  he  could  fparc 
from  his  duty.  He  went  away  at  the  end  of  the 
campaign,  and  I  thought  his  amours  finifhed,  when 
his  refidence  in  Ireland  was  fo* 

In  the  mean  time,  added  Anglefey,  having  obferved 
after  his  departure,  that  this  virtuous  lady  fliewed 
extraordinary  uneafinefs,  I  was  furprifed  one  morn- 
ing to  find  fhe  difappeared  in  the  night,  withont  any 
other  company  than  her  chamber-maid  ;  and  not 
having  given  any  notice  of  her  defign,  I  imagined 
all  at  once,  that  her  enterprife  was  not  a  matter  of 
prudence.  I  in  vain  went  in,fcarch  of  her  for  many 
days  \  at  length  I  difcovercd  here  her  retreat,  though 
this  town  l)e  twenty  leagues  from  my  houfc  ;  and 
immediately  following  her,  I  furprifed  her  to-day  in 
the  place  you  fee  her.  She  has  hired  this  houfc  for 
fjx  months.  It  is  only  by  force  of  menaces  that 
I  have  got  out  of  her  a  confcffion  of  her  fliame. 
She  bafcly  abandoned  herfcif  to  your  brother,  wlio 
lias  forfaiccn  her  with  the  fruits  of  his  perfidious 
amours.  It  belongs  to  yon,  added  he,  whom  I  find 
in  this  place,  without  difcovering  wlwit  brought  you 
here,  to  decide  her  fate  :  For  flie  fliall  pcrKh  this 
day  by  my  hands,  if  you  inform  me  that  my  lord 
Tenermill  lias  no  thoughts  of  marrying  her. 

I  have  prcflcd  licr  to  declare,  Uill  proceeded  he, 
ii  (he  were  feduccd  under    the  /hadow  at  lead  of 
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fome  promifes.  She  fpeaks  to  me  of  his  letters, 
tvhich  I  will  read  in  your  prefence.  Where  are  they  I 
interrupted  he  himfelf,  looking  farioufiy  on  the 
chamber-maid.  This  wench,  who  had  gone  up 
only  to  bring  them,  and  who  upon  hearing  the  noife 
increafe,  had  as  foon  come  down,  being  fearful  left  he 
fliould  be  tranfported  to  fome  excefs  againll  her  mif- 
trefs,  went  off  immediately  for  them. 

During  this  time,  from  every  thing  I  had  heard 
I  was  at  fuch  a  ftand,  that  not  daring  to  venture  even 
at  the  lead  anfwer,  I  waited  with  great  impatience 
till  the  letters  were  produced.  Such  as  1  had  read, 
were  only  common  proteftallons  of  love,  in  which 
I  obferved  no  propofal  of  marriage.  Moreover  I  had 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  Tenermill.  If  he  were  ca- 
pable of  having  looked  on  the  debauching  of  a  young 
lady  as  a  joke,  he  was  not  a  man  that  would  de- 
ceive her  by  falfe  promifes  ;  and  with  the  hopes  he 
had  moreover  to  marry  Sarah  FIncer,  I  could  not  be 
pcrfuaded  that  he  had  made  Anglcfey's  filler  any  other 
promifes  than  thofc  of  love,  of  which  (lie  hcrfelf 
ought  to  have  difcovered  the  illufion.  The  reading 
of  the  letters,  which  was  not  deferred  a  moment, 
confirmed  me  in  this  notion.  Neverthelefs,  nut  be- 
lieving from  thence  that  my  brother  was  lefs  obliged 
to  repair  the  honour  of  a  young  lady  of  quality, 
U'hofe  ruin  he  had  to  reproach  himfelf  vsrith,  1  made 
no  difficulty  of  agreeing,  that  I  looked  on  this  obli- 
gation as  an  indifpenfible  duty,  and  of  promifing 
that  1  would  prefs  him  to  comply  with  it.  Thcfc 
words,  and  the  exhortations.  I  added  to  them  to  in- 
fpire  Anglefcy  with  more  gentlenefs,  reftored  him  a 
little  to  a  calmnefs  of  mind  ;  and  his  filler  got  up 
from  his  feet,  to  c'aft  herfelf  at  mine  with  traafports 
of  joy  and  gratitude. 

The  reliance  he  had  on  my  promlfe  rcdored  him 
fo    far    to    tranquillity  as    to    fuquire    what  ftrange 

chance  had  brought  me  to  V ,    and  into  the 

houfe  of  his  filler.  I  had  not  fo  much  difficulty 
to   inform    him  of   the  truth  of   my  adventure,    as 
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he  had  to  believe  it  fcrioufly.  However,  having  con- 
fidered  with  me  what  might  be  the  confequences  of 
it,  he  agreed,  that  they  were  dangerous  enough  to 
have  infpired  me  with  all  the  fear  that  had  induced 
me  to  fuch  extraordinary  rcfolutions.  Without  mak- 
ing a  profeffion  of  an  open  adherence  to  the  king's 
party,  he  defired  his  rclloration,  provided  that 
when  he  favoured  his  interell  it  was  not  afting  againft 
his  inclination  ;  and  the  fervice  he  expelled  from 
me  engaged  him  moreover  not  to  refufe  me  his 
afliftance.  He  propofed  himfelf  to  take  his  coach, 
and  carry  rac  out  of  the  way  without  being  ta- 
ken notice  of.  I  (hould  have  little  regrcted  my 
horfe  and  luggage,  which  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
behind  me  ;  l;ut  ABglefcy  gave  me  yet  room  to  hope, 
that  by  re-demanding  them  himfelf  of  the  counfellor, 
he  might  have  them  delivered  to  him  with  fo  much 
the  more  cafe,  as  I  had  afTured  him  I  had  left 
nothing  in  my  valife  that  could  betray  the  fecret  of 
my  commiffion.  Being  a  native  of  Ireland,  my  zeal 
for  the  catholicks  of  that  country,  and  even  my 
quality  of  bifhop,  which  were  the  only  difcoveriea 
the  counfellor  could  make  by  my  letter,  did  not 
■cxpofe  me  at  all  to  the  rigour  of  many  new  laws, 
which  related  only  to  foreign  miflionaries.  My  gra- 
titude for  the  afhllance  Anglefy  offered  me  with  fo 
good  a  grace  infpired  me  with  the  intention  of  render- 
ing to  his  fifter  that  fervice  which  agreed  bell  with 
r  fituation.  As  there  was  little  appearanee,  that 
iter  having  been  fo  unluckily  difcovered,  I  could  much 
niger  execute  my  commiffion  without  falling  at  leall 
into  fome  new  fnare,  which  might  be  as  prejudicial 
to  the  king's  caufe,  as  to  the  fafety  of  my  own  life, 
I  propofed  to  return  to  Dublin  the  fliortcfl  way, 
and  to  wait  there  privately  the  king's  orders,  to  whom 
I  would  give  an  account  of  the  truth  of  my  ad- 
venture. Under  the  hope  I  am,  faid  I  to  Anglcfey,  of 
engaging  Tenermill  to  aA  as  beco;iics  him  to  yoiir 
filler,  1  believe  I  may  offer  you  for  her  a  private  re- 
treat in  Patrick's  houfe,  who  is  come  a   little  while 
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mftto  fettle  in  Ireland.  If  you  lend  me  your  coach, 
1  will  take  charge  of  her  to  Dublin,  and  I  do  not  de- 
fpair  evif-^'^  of  carrying  her  to  France,  as  foon  as  I 
have  prtpofleffcd  .Tenermill  of  the  obligation  he  lies 
under  to  repair  his  fanU.  He  embraced  me  with  great 
gratiiude  ;  and  his  (iftcr,  yet  further  moved  than  he 
by  my  offers,  did  not  forbear  to  fliew  me  hers,  by 
the  mod  affectionate  acknowledgments. 

Having  with  me  Jacin  and  the  old  fervant  of  my 
lord  Linch,  1  had  been  lucky  enough  to  fend  them 
to  an  inn  before  I  went  to  the  counfellor's  ;  and 
this  was  a  curtom  I  followed  in  all  my  jonrneys,  that 
I  might  not  be  troublefome  to  thofe  wlio  entertained 
me.  It  was  eafy  to  give  them  both  notice  to  go  out 
of  the  Jown,  and  wait  for  me  on  the  road  I  was  to 
take.  I  went,  immediately  inio  Anglefcy's  coach  with 
his  fifter  and  chamber-maid,  being  perfuaded,  that  if 
the  counfelior  fhould  fearch  for  me,  he  would  make 
his  inquiries  among  the  catholick  houfcs  of  the 
town,  or  at  leaft  in  any  other  place  than  on  the 
high  road  to  Dublin.  1  made  all  the  hafte  could  be 
expected  from  the  carriage  I  was  in  ;  and  Patrick 
was  under  an  extreme  furprife  to  fee  me  return  fo 
foon  to  his  houfe,  contrary  to  his  expeftations  and 
mine. 

I  found  him  fo  well  cftablifhed  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  already  fo  much  confidered  by  the  vice- 
roy and  all  the  nobility,  that  as  to  the  defigns  the 
king  had  communicated  to  me,  it  appeared  demon- 
flrable,  that  his  majcfty  could  not  have  made  a  better 
choice.  But  I  had  not  perceived  in  my  journey,  that 
the  number  of  his  pariizans  was  fo  confiderable  as 
he  had  fancied  at  St  Germain,  nor  that  they  were 
filled  with  that  ardour  on  which  he  relied  fo  much 
for  the  next  campaign.  I  made  this  obfervation  to 
Patrick,  who  had  already  remarked  the  fame  thing  in 
Dublin  If  king  James  had  a  number  of  fubjedls 
well  intentioned  enough  to  wifh  ardently  for  his  re- 
turn, he  had  but  few  whofe  zeal  vras  capable  of 
making  thena  expofe  their   lives   or  fortunes  in   his 
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quarrel.  On  the  contrary,  having  nothing  more 
dear  and  precious  to  ddire  than  the  convcrfaticjn  and 
fccurity  of  thofe  two  advawtages,  they  feen^ed  to 
be  much  better  afTurcd  of  them  under  the  new  go- 
vernment ;  and  the  interell  of  reh'gion  being  then 
the  only  confideration  capable  of  warning  them, 
even  this  motive  could  not  infpire  them  with  all 
the  fpirit  the  king  deiired,  as  long  at  Icall  as  the 
prince  of  Orange  fhewed  himfelf  difpofed  not  to 
dillurb  them  ia  their  worfliip.  The  fear  of  giving 
offence  at  the  court  of  St  Germain  by  fuch  free 
accounts,  did  not  hinder  me  from  communicating  all 
my  obfervations  to  the  king.  He  did  not  fliev/  that 
my  fincerity  had  at  all  offended  him  ;  but  without 
giving  me  an  anfwer  to  the  particulars  of  my  re- 
flexions, he  gave  mc  orders  immediately  to  return 
to  France,  under  this  pretence  alone,  that  my 
cnterprife  having  been  fo  unluckily  dillurbed,  he 
could  not  doubt  but  that  the  government  had  been 
well  informed'of  it,  and  that  my  rcfidence  in  Ireland 
might  bring  fome  prejudice  to  my  brother's  com- 
miilion. 

With  whatever  devotion  I  was  refolved  to  facrifice 
myfelf  to  tlic  interefls  of  my  religion  and  king,  I 
found  nothing  irkfome  to  me  in  this  change.  My 
zeal  could  not  want  an  object  in  France.  I'he  more 
1  reflected  on  the  misfortune  of  mademoiftUe  An- 
glefey,  the  more  my  inclination  increafcd  to  fervc  her 
with  Tcnermill.  Notwithdanding  all  the  hopes  he 
had  from  his  cndeavouri  and  undcrllanding,  I  faw 
him  the  only  one  of  my  family  who  yet  wanted  an 
eftablifhmcnt  ;  for  I  would  not  willingly  give  that 
name  to  an  income  he  had  obtained  by  gaming. 
Might  not  the  fame  chance,  to  which  he  owed  a  for- 
tune f{)  unworthy  of  us,  deprive  him  of  it  by  the  Time 
ways,  ?  In  truth,  fhc  could  not  be  a  match  very 
advantageous  for  him,  being  the  younger  fifler  of 
a  family  Icfs  rich  than  noble,  who  could  bring 
him  only  hopes  at  a  great  diftance.  But  bclldcs 
the   obligation  of   honour,    with    wlvjcU    I  did    notJ> 
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think  he  could  cafily  dlfpenfe,  I  much  flattered  my 
felf  that  (by  making  the  marriage  agreeable  to  tlit. 
king)  I  could  engage  his  majelly  to  refume  all  the 
views  he  formerly  had  for  the  advancement  of  my  bro- 
ther. Without  being  in  a  conditfon  to  enrich  hig 
fervants,  he  had  a  thoufand  ways  to  employ  them  in 
a  manner  advantageous  for  their  fortunes;  (witnefs  the 
example  of  Patrick;)  and  I  did  not»doubt  but  the 
defire  of  attaching  to  him  all  the  houfe  of  Anglefey 
would  induce  him,  as  much  as  his  inclinatioR  for  ours, 
to  fignalize  his  bounty  by  new  favours. 

In  the  mean  time  other  rcfleftions  made  me  change 
the  thoughts  I  had  taken  up  of  prepofTelfing  Tener- 
mill  -with  my  defign.  Although  I  did  not  think  him 
capable  of  difowning  his  engagements  with  mademoi- 
felle  Anglefey,  I  imagined  neverthelefs  that  having 
pever  propofed  any  thing  by  it  but  an  amufcment,  he 
would  immediately  reject  a  marriage,  that  he  muft 
look  upon  as  an  obftacle  to  all  his  prctenfions  ;  and 
his  refufal  of  it  once  during  his  abfence  would  perhaps 
oblige  mademoifelle  Anglefey  to  remain  in  Ireland. 
Inftead  of  which,  her  puffing  into  France  in  my  com- 
pany, without  giving  him  any  notice  of  it,  and  fur- 
prlfing  him  in  fome  fort  before  he  had  time  to  think 
of  defending  himfelf,  (lie  might  hope,  that  her  pre- 
fence  and  tears  might  foften  a  heart  which  had 
made  no  preparations  for  refiftance.  We  went  off 
together,  having  firft.  imparted  our  views  to  her  bro- 
ther.  Ke  propofed  to  go  with  us  ;  but  I  was  afraid 
of  too  (harp  expoftulations,  and  too  violent  inftances 
from  a  man  fo  fidry,  who  would  have  the  honour  of 
his  family  to  fupport ;  and  I  conjured  him  to  repofe 
his  interefts  upon  the  integrity  of  my  intentions. 

To  return  to  St  Germain  with  fome  agreeable 
fruits  of  my  journey,  it  would  have  been  neceffary  to 
have  found  means  of  tranfporting  thither  a  part  of 
Llnch^s  treafure  ;  but  this  would  hare  been  rifquing 
too  much,  at  a  time  that  the  approach  of  a  bloody 
campaign  made  the  government  redouble  their 
♦yjilance  in  all  the  ports.     We  had  difficulty  enough 
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to  cfcape  ouvfelves,  without  giving  any  other  caufc 
of  fufpiclon,  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  my  brother. 
Heaven  took  care  to  condu<fl  us  through  a  thoaland 
dangers  ;  and  not  'being  able  to  gain  France  but  by 
making  many  long  circuits,  our  delay  made  my 
friends,  who  had  been  advertifed  of  my  departure, 
fear,  that  fome  very  unlucky  accident  had  happened  to 
me  on  the  road.  As  an  addition  to  my  embarrafment, 
niademoifclle  Angiefey,  who  was  far  advanced  in  her 
pregnancy,  was  furprifed  with  her  firft  pains  in  Flan- 
ders, (for  it  was  by  thai  way  I  was  forced  to  return) 
and  the  indifpenfiblc  care  I  had  for  her  retarded  our 
arrival  fix  weeks  more. 

I  give  the  name  of  embarrafment  to  this  lad  un- 
feafonable  accident,  bccaufe  I  could  not  look  upon 
it  but  as  a  fubjeA  of  vexation.  Notwithftanding 
the  ardour  with  which  I  had  embraced  the  inte- 
reft  of  mad^moifelle  Angiefey,  and  even  the  pcrfua- 
fion  that  induced  me  to  make  it  an  indlfpenfible 
duty,  I  was  fometlmes  feared  by  the  indecency  of 
being  feen  with  her  in  her  fituation,  and  I  appre- 
hended that  (he  would  be  looked  upon  in  the 
fame  ridiculous  light  as  I.  What  appearance  was 
there  of  prefenting  her  in  this  condition,  whether  at 
court,  where  1  could  willingly  have  fortified  her 
pretenfions  by  the  kiag'g  authority,  or  whether  to 
Tenermill  himft-lf,  who  not  having  yet  heard  any 
thing  of  the  confequcnces  of  his  amour,  might  be 
rather  difgufted  than  foftened  by  fuch  a  fight  ?  Not 
that  mademoifelle  Angiefey  wanted  any  of  thofc  al- 
lurements that  aic  natural  to  her  fex.  1  have  al- 
ready made  an  encomium  oh  her  charms  ;  and  the 
opportunity  I  had  of  diving  into  her  cha;a6ler, 
gave  me  room  to  difcover  in  It  merit  enough  to 
make  amends  for  a  tranfient  flip,  which  did  not 
lefTcn  her  natural  principles  of  modcfty  and  virtue. 
But  I  was  deli;;htcd  to  fee  her  after  lying-in  re- 
fume  that  air  of  decorum  fuitable  to  a  young  lady, 
and  which  I  thought  had  been  extremely  Impaired  by 
her  big  belly. 
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The  end  of  my  journey  infpiring  me  thus  wkk 
more  hope  and  joy,  than  I  had  felt  fince  my  depar» 
ture,  I  communicated  my  thoughts  to  her,  by 
tracing  over  before- hand  the  plan  I  had  formed  for 
battening  her  marriage.  Tenermill,  faid  I,  fliall  have 
no  i>otice  of  our  arrival  but  by  our  vifit.  I  will 
prepoffefs  the  king  with  your  adventure,  and  will 
intereft  his  religion  and  goodncfs  to  afford  you  hl« 
proteftion.  Qf  the  many  friends  I  know  my  brother 
lias,  I  will  intreat  fuch,  whofe  weight  is  capable  of 
making  an  impreffion  on  his  mind,  to  be  with  him 
the  moment  of  our  vifit,  to  back  your  prayers  by 
their  felicitations  and  advice.  I  will  procure  an  of- 
ficer of  the  king  to  go  with  us,  whom  I  will  intreat 
his  majeily  to  charge  with  his  recommendation,  or 
even  commands,  if  it  be  pofiible  to  obtain  them  ;  and 
1  doubt  not  but  by  this  mixture  of  fupplications,  ad- 
vices and  authority,  we  fliall  in  an  inftant  force  our 
way  through  all  obftacles,  that  Tenermill  can  poflibly 
think  to  oppofe  to  cs. 

I  faid  nothing  to  her  but  what  I  was  perfuaded  of" 
myfelf.  In  an  affair  of  this  nature,  wherein  hu- 
manity and  religion  make  the  foundation  of  our 
rights,  I  could  not  imagine  that  the  principles  of 
many  of  my  brother*8  friends,  who  were  known  to 
be  men  of  honour,  were  different  from  mine  ;  and 
I  already  had  caft  my  eyes  upon  thofe  whom  I 
thought  moft  proper  to  do  us  the  fervice  I  expeded 
from  them.  Being  arrived  at  Paris,  I  thought  it 
feafonabie  to  prepoflefs  fome  of  them  with  this  bufincfs 
before  I  went  to  St  Germain.  But  having  began 
with  him,  upon  whom  I  relied  the  moft,  how  great 
was  my  aftonlfliment  to  hear  him  refill  all  my  pro- 
pofals  ?  He  was  an  old  general  officer,  who  had 
pafTed  through  all  the  military  preferments,  and  who 
had  in  the  world  the  reputation  of  being  irreproach- 
able in  his  honour.  Having  heard  me  with  great 
attention  ;  Was  this  debauching,  afl<ed  he,  fupport- 
,ed  by  any  promifes  ?  I  anfwered,  that  mademoifelle 
Anglefey  did  not  lay  a  ftrefs  upon  any.  Ah  !  re- 
plied 
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pTtcd  he  laughing,  who  has  not  had  in  the  courfe  of 
his  life  twenty  adventures  of  this  fort  ?  Honour 
does  not  obh'gc  one  to  obferve  what  one  does  not 
promifc.  Women  would  be  too  happy,  if,  by  forget- 
ing  their  duty,  they  could  acquire  a  right  over  our 
liberty  and  fortune.  Ah  !  Where  is  the  man  of 
gallantry,  that  would  not  be  expofcd  to  ruin  himfelf 
by  a  mifch'evous  marriage  ?  No,  no,  added  he,  I 
ihall  never  advife  your  brother  to  make  good  a  fimple 
piece  of  gallantry,  by  the  facrifice  of  his  fortune,  and 
perhaps  his  happinefs. 

So  formal  a  rcfufal  taking  from  me  all  hopes 
on  that  fide,  I  was  vexed  for  having  addreffed  my- 
fclf  to  a  military  man,  whom  I  ought  to  fuppofe 
much  lefs  knowing  in  certain  duties,  or  moye  in- 
dulgent than  others  to  this  fort  of  diforder,  which 
the  world  honours  with  the  name  of  gallantry. 
I  knew  Tenermill  had  another  friend,  whofe  fenti- 
ments  t  hoped  would  better  correfpond  with  my 
expe<5lations.  This  was  a  financer,  extremely  rich, 
but  one  whofe  riches  did  not  take  from  him  the 
name  of  an  honeft,  nor  even  of  a  good  -  na- 
tured  and  generous  man.  I  laid  the  fatl  before 
him,  and  intreated  him,  as  I  did  the  other,  to  join 
with  me  to  prevail  over  the  mind  of  Tenermill.  He 
looked  on  me  with  a  nice  and  fenfual .  air  ;  .  I 
am  not  at  all  furprifed,  faid  he,  that  an  ccclcfi- 
aitic  of  your  age  and  piety  fliould  refer  every 
thing  to  the  fevere  maxims  of  the  gofpcl  ;  but  it 
would  be  hard  to  expedt  fo  much  llric^nefs  from 
laymen,  fuch  as  we  are.  You  do  not  confider 
well  to  what  you  would  reduce  us,  if  you  would 
oblige  us  to  marry  a  woman,  bccaufc  we  have  taken 
for  her  a  flight  and  tranfient  inclination.  Ah  !  what 
advantage  would  it  be  to  us,  that  nature  has  made 
fo  great  a  number  of  them  ?  She  was  willing  to  afford 
U8  the  means  of  making  trials  to  chufc  the  better  : 
moreover,  added  he  in  a  ferioua  tone,  I  think  we 
ought  always  to  make  a  juft  deflinftion  between 
obje^s  of  picafurcj  and  thofc  of  duty.  If  my 
L  5  lord 
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lord  Tenermili   h^d  found    in  the  choice    you  pro-? 
pofed    to    him  every    thing    fuitable    to  his  fortune' 
and  happinefs,   and   that   by   a   forgetful nefs  of   his 
intercfts,  he  was  ftifF    and  obftinate  in  rejc6ling    it, 
I  (hould  undertake  perhaps  |to  make  him  open  his 
eyes  upon  what    he  owed  to    himfclf ;    But  as  this 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  cafe    without    a  con-', 
tradiiftion,   I  will 'not  endeavour  to  incline  him  to  a 
marriage,    from   which    on    the  contrary  his    rcfufal 
Qr  coldnefs    (hould  make  me  judge  that  he  has  few 
advantages  to  gather. 

Such  plain  language  perfuaded  me  that  my  appli- 
cations were  yet  but  indifferent.  I  called  to  mind  the^l 
judgment  the  gofpel  gives  of  the  rich  men  of  th« 
world,  and  I  was  much  lefs  furprifed  to  find  this 
oppofition  to  thefe  maxims  in  him  whom  I  had  con- 
fulted,  than  to  have  forgot  myfclf,  how  uncommon  it 
is  for  the  fpirit  of  religion  to  agree  with  riches* 
But  as  thofe  two  errors  1  had  fucceffively  fallen  into 
"Were  no  reafons  for  making  me  give  over  my  proje^l^ 
1  recollefted  the  name  of  a  third  friend  of  Tener- 
mili, whofe  rigorous  probity  I  had  heard  himfelf 
boaft  of.  Such  ought  to  be  the  lot  of  all  of  his  pro- 
fefiion  ;  for  he  was  a  man  of  the  robe,  of  a  diftin- 
guifhed  charadler.  I  had  greater  hopes  of  fuccefa 
m  applying  to  him,  which  his  gravity  in  hearing  me 
yet  further  increaftid.  When  I  had  ended,  he  paufed 
for  fome  moment3,  ns  if  he  had  confidered  the  cafe 
iu  all  its  circumftances.  At  length  he  aflced  me,  if 
there  had  been  a  formal  contract  under  my  brother's 
hand.  Having  anfwered  him,  that  there  was  not,  but 
that  it  was  no  lefs  true,  he  interrupted  me  in  haftc— 
Have  you  any  thing  to  found  a  proof  on  by  writing  ? 
No,  faid  I  again,  and  the  damfel  confefTes  herfelf, 
that  (he  has  nothing  but  fome  tender  letters  to  build 
upon  in  her  favour.  Ah  I  replied  he,  without  fcem- 
ing  attentive  to  the  imprefTion  his  anfwcr  would  make 
on  me,  caft  away  your  fears,  that  (he  can  ever  force 
my  lord  to  marry  her  ;  and  take  you  care  how  you 
aoVife  your  brother  to  a  match,  which  can  never  be 

of 
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«i  any  advantage  to  him.  In  the  rigour  of  the  law, 
he  will  be  acquitted  for  fome  damages,  which  will 
bear  a  lefs  proportion  to  the  birth  of  your  Irifh  lady, 
than  to  her  weaknefs  in  forgetting  her  duty. 

My  aftonifliment  was  fo  great  after  this  third  de- 
cifion,  that  having  neither  power  nor  will  to  reply, 
I  chofc  to  retire  without  fpeaking  one  word.  What 
ftrange  confent  and  agreement,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  in 
all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men,  to  wound  openly 
the  moll  facrcd  law  of  nature  and  religion  ?  How  ? 
Miifl  there  be  promifes  to  a  woman,  mull  they  be  in 
writing,  to  oblige  a  man  to  marry  her  after  having 
drawn  her  into  a  precipice,  from  whence  (lie  cannot 
poffibly  difengage  herfclf  but  by  marriage  ?  Do  not 
then  the  very  attempts  to  debauch  her  amount  to  fo 
many  promifes,  and  is  not  the  meaning  of  them  clear 
and  manifeft  to  both  fexes  ?  The  weaknefs  of  a  wo- 
man in  furrendering*  and  the  pleafure  a  man  finds  in 
vanquifhing,  are  not  they  in  a  manner  the  feal  that 
ought  to  confirm  them  ?  Is  it  before  the  eyes  of  men, 
that  proofs  muft  be  here  produced,  and  mud  the 
principles  of  fidelity  and  good  faith  (lepend  on  their 
opinions  ?  But  I  came  to  myfelf  by  thinking,  that  a 
grave  magiftrate  might  fail  in  his  attention  to  the 
plain  duties  of  morality,  from  an  excefs  of  attach- 
ment to  the  objedls  of  his  profcflion.  It  is  the  fault 
of  the  greatcll  part  of  men  to  refer  every  thing  to 
the  knowledge  of  thofe  particulars  that  they  arc  moft 
employed  about.  Without  being  yet  difcouraged  by 
thefe  three  experiments  fo  oppofite  to  my  expeclations, 
I  refolved  to  make  a  new  one  upon  the  mind  of  an 
honed  citizen,  whom  I  knew  to  be  well  afFc;6led  to 
my  brother,  and  who  had  even  acquired  fome  afcen- 
dant  over  him  by  many  important  ferviccs.  I  fiiall 
have  nothing  to  fear  here,  faid  I,  neither  from  the 
falfe  culloms  of  the  world,  nor  from  the  corruption 
of  riches,  nor  from  the  prejudices  of  (ludy  and  learn- 
ing. The  citizen,  to  whom  I  went  immediately, 
fccmcd  at  fird  well  pleafcd  at  the  confidence  I  put  ia 
him  ;  But  having  liftened  to  my  propofaU — I  fhall  noti 
h  ^  £iud 
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fald  he  roughly  enough,  make  fo  bad  a  ufc  of  the 
little  power  1  have  over  my  lord's  mind.  This 
is  the  way  infallibly  to  draw  on  me  his  hatred,  when 
he  fhall  come  to  be  fcnfible  of  the  injury  I  fhajl  have 
done  him  by  my  advice.  And,  added  he,  to  lay  open 
to  you  all  my  thoughts  at  once,  I  do  not  pity,  fo 
much  as  you  do,  a  young  lady  who  has  forgot  herfelf 
ia  far  as  to  throw  behind  her  back  the  care  of  her 
honour.  To  what  (hould  we  be  expofed  in  our  fa- 
milies, if  they  were  affured  of  repairing  immediately 
their  faults  by  a  good  marriage  :  We  mud  abandon 
the  guilty  to  their  infamy,  to  frighten,  by  their  exam- 
ple, thofe  who  fhould  be  tempted  to  imitate  them. 

Without  examining  hib  manner  of  reafoning,  the 
fallacy  of  which  was  bcfides  manit'"eil,  fince  the  quef- 
tion  only  turned  on  the  duty  of  Tenerinill,  and  that 
the  fault  of  mademoifelle  Anglefey  did  not  in  the  Icaft- 
diminifh  the  obligation  he  was  under  to  repair  his,  I 
obferved  that  I  had  little  afliftance  to  expefl  from 
other  friends  of  Tenermill,  fince  I  could  obtain  none 
from  thofe  I  had  pitched  upon  out  of  choice.  Not 
being  able  neverthelefs  to  perfuadc  myfelf  that  my  opi- 
nion was  falfe,  nor  that  1  was  the  only  man  in  the 
world  that  had  thought  juftly  upon  a  point  fo  mate- 
rial, I  admired  the  care  my  brother  had  taken,  in 
chufing,  for  his  bed  friends,  thofe  whofe  principles 
appeared  to  me  fo  conformable  to  his  own;  and  I  pitied 
them  all  in  a  lump  fjr  neglefting  the  precepts  of  re- 
ligion, even  fo  as  not  to  make  any  ufe  of  them  in  their 
manner  of  reafoning  and  advice.  There  remained 
another  conclufion  for  me  to  draw  from  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  my  hopes,  which  was,  that  for  the  fam.e  reafon  I 
ought  to  be  apprehenfive  of  finding  much  more  rtfift- 
ance  from  Tenermill  ;  and,  feeing  nothing  more  pow- 
erful to  move  him  than  the  methods  that  had  failed 
me,  I  was  in  danger,  as  the  reward  of  my  zeal,  to 
have  on  my  hands  the  charge  of  a  young  lady  and 
her  infant,  for  whom  there  remained  no  other  re- 
fource  than  my  compaffion.  Neverthelefs,  I  yet  flat- 
tered myfelf  with  fonac  it'id  from  the  king's  autho- 
rity ; 
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nty  ;  and  though  Tenermlll  had  taken  the  refolution 
of  forfakiiig  the  court,  in  order  to  pafs  a  life  more 
free  and  independent,  yet  1  could  not. imagine,  he  had 
Ihaken  oif  the  yoke  of  refped  and  obedience  fo  far 
as  to  fhut  his  ears  ae^ainft  his  mailer's  orders. 

Thus,  with  the  fame  view  that  bad  made  me  avoid 
feeing  my  family  on  my  coming  to  Paris,  I  went  to 
St  Germain  without  giving  any  body  ihe  leaft  notice 
of  my  arrival.  Having  given  the  king  an  account, 
of  all  the  circumftances  of  my  journey,  I  had  no- 
thing fo  urgent  on  me  as  to  put  into  his  majcfty's 
hands  the  caufe  of  mademoifelle  Anglefey  ;  and  con- 
"cealing  from  him  neither  my  fears  nor  the  re.ifons  of 
them,  I  interefted  him  in  favour  of  an  unfortunate 
young  lady,  by  fuch  motives  as  might  make  an  im- 
preffion  on  a  religious  prince.  He  was  more  moved  byv 
it,  than  the  frien<fe.  of  Tencrmill  had  been.  But  not 
having  feen  him  at  court  fince  he  formerly  left  it,  he 
fhewcd  fome  millruft  of  his  attachment  and  fubmif- 
iion.  \ifkJiow  not,  faid  that  prince,  what  kind  of  life 
he  has  ciit  out  for  himfelf  in  a  fort  of  retreat,  wherein 
I  apprehend  he  confines  himfelf  to  the  foclety  of  fome 
women,  and  a  fmali  number  of  friends.  He  had 
won  fomething  by  gaming  ;  he  has  loft  much  more 
during  your  abfence,  and  not  having  any  fubftance 
more  than  the  penfion  I  conllnued  to  him,  I  cannot 
conceive  by  what  methods  he  maintains  at  his  houfe 
that  plenty,  and  ihofe  pleafures,  of  which  I  have  had 
a  defcription  made  me.  I  am  forry,  added  the  king, 
that  a  man  whom  I  efleem,  and  who  might  qualify 
himfelf  for  the  greateft  thing?,  fhould  corrupt  him- 
felf with  luxury  and  id'enefs. 

All  thefc  obje<rtion3  not  being 'capable  of  dlfcou- 
raging  me,  I  redoubled  my  inftances  to  procure  from 
the  king  at  kail  a  recommendation,  Ihcwing  the 
defirc  he  had  to  fee  madcmoiicllc  Anglefey  fpeedi- 
ly  fettled  in  her  rights.  He  confentcd  to  this  re- 
quell  ;  but  it  was  after  I  had  given  him  a  tafte  of 
the  difpofitions  of  Tencrmill,  in  order  to  repul.uc  the 

I      C  UOSL- 
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tenor  of  his  orders  upon  the  difficulties  I  (hould  find 
in  fucceedincr. 

I  thought  myfelf  fo  fortified  with  thefc  hopes,  that 
returning  in  haftc  to  Paris,  I  did  not  fcruple  to  in- 

trcat  the  count  and  countcfs  of  S to  receive 

mademoifclle  Anglcfey  in  their  houfe,  as  a  young  per- 
fon,  who  one  day  or  other  might  have  a  relation  to 
our  family  by  her  marriage  with  my  brother.  I 
neverthelefs  recommended  to  them  fecrecy  upon  a 
projcft  which  yet  requireil  fome  contrivance  on  the 
king's  part  as  well  as  Tenermill's.  But  having  re- 
ceived my  compliment,  and  the  thanks  of  made- 
moifelle  Anglefey  with  their  ufual  politcnefs,  the  count 
exprefled  fome  eameflnefs  to  have  a  private  converfa- 
•  tion  with  me..  I  judged  by  his  uneafmefs,  that  he  had 
fome  important  overture  to  make  me,  and  without 
waiting  in  reality  till  I  laid  the  matter  before  him— 
Is  it,  faid  he,  with  the  concurrence  and  confent  of 
my  lord  Tenermill,  that  you  have  had  it  in  your 
thoughts  to  marry  him  ?  A  qucftion  fo  much  to  the 
purpofe,  to  which  I  could  make  no  anfwer,  without 
entering  into  a  long  detail,  made  me  chufe  to  afk  the 
count  what  difficulties  he  found  in  this  marriage  ? 
You  are  ignorant,  replied  he,  what  changes  have 
happened  during  your  abfence  ;  and  engaging  me  in 
a  detail  capable  of  furprifing  me,  he  faid,  that  my 
brother  had  made  an  open  profeffion  of  renouncing 
all  hopes  of  eftablifhment  and  fortune,  by  his  dif- 
contents,  which  he  took  no  pains  to  conceal,  and  that 
being  engaged  in  a  ftridl  familiarity  with  Donna  Fi- 
guerre/,  they  had  formed  together  a  fociety,  which 
perhaps  was  without  example.  They  had  both  glo- 
ried in  being  without  love,  as  well  as  without  am- 
bition, and  to  have  no  relifh  but  for  a  certain  num-^ 
her  of  amufemt nts,  which  they  fpared  no  coll  to  pro- 
cure, lliey  had  furnifhed  without  oftentation,  yet 
with  the  gieateft  elegance,  a  houfe  in  town,  and 
that  of  Saifons,  which  ferved  them  as  a  country  feat. 
Their  expellees  had  been  fupported  in  common,  and 
though  they  had  affeCled  to  cut    oii-   all  air  of  love- 

from 
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from  their  iiitercourfe,  they  had  been  fcldom  afundcr, 
their  pleafures  being  all  the  fame,  which  confided 
in  good  cheer,  mulic,  reading,  gaming,  and  aflb- 
ciating  together  five  or  fix  perfons  of  both  fexes, 
whofe  humour  and  wit  were  alike,  they  had  afFeded 
to  dcfpife  the  world,  with  which  they  pretended  to 
be  unacquainted.  The  Spanifh  ambaflador,  aftonifhed 
at  the  choice  he  faw  his  niece  embrace,  had  taken 
much  pains  to  prevail  on  her  to  forfake  fuch  ftrange 
notions ;  but  had  not  been  able  to  ovcreome  her 
refolution. 

This  life  had  continued  fome  months  with  all 
the  pleafure  they  had  propofed  from  it  ;  but  Tcnermil  V 
naturally  liberal  and  generous,  not  having  juftly 
enough  calculated  to  what  hi&expenccs  might  amount, 
found  himfelf  fo  fhortened,  that  he  had  been  forced 
to  think  of  other  refources.  Gaming,  which  had 
been  at  firfl  fo  favourable  to  him,  had  not  continued 
with  the  fame  good  fortune.  Having  played  high,^ 
he  had  fuffcrcd  fuch  confiderable  lofTes,  that  to  pay- 
off many  debts  of  honour,  he  had  quite  exhauited 
his  annual  income.  This  misfortune  would  have 
laid  him  under  an  abfolute  neceflity  of  breaking  off 
his  projcft,  if  Donna  Figuerrc z,  to  whom  he  had  been 
conllraiiicd  to  make  a  conftflion  of  the  perplexity  of 
his  affairs,  had  not  applied  herfelf  with  the  like  ge- 
nerofity  to  repair  his  lofles.  Hitherto  he  had  not  fuf- 
fered  her  to  contribute  much  to  the  expcnces  of  their 
fettlcmcnt  ;  but  not  finding  any  great  difference  be- 
twecR  the  ncceffity  of  breaking  off,  and  that  of  con- 
fcHting  to  her  cuttring  into  the  common  difburfe- 
ments,  he  war.  overcome  by  her  entreaties.  An 
agreement-  of  this  nnture  became  as  it  were  a  new 
tie,  which  had  united  them  more  {ln'd\iy  than  ever  ; 
and  if  Tcnennill  had  abfented  himfelf  from  court 
out  of  refcntment,  on  the  fcorc  of  ambition,  he 
had  alfo  extended  hii  forgetfilntfs  to  every  tiling' 
different  from  this  focicty,  even  to  avoid  feeing  hid 
own  family. 

You 
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You  fee,  added  the  count,  after  fmlfhing  this  recital', 
if  I  \i%vt  room  to  doubt  whether  he  be  informed  of 
your  views,  and  whether  I  have  not  yet  more  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  bring  him  to 
embrace  them.  The  relifh  for  an  effeminate  life 
lias  fuccedcd  his  former  aftivity.  I  admire  to  what 
pafs  his  humour  is  changed.  This  Spaniard  befieges 
him  :  and  whatever  fort  of  engagement  he  may  have 
with  her,  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  fuccecd  in 
breaking  it. 

The  evil  appeared  to  me  as  dangerous  as  to  the 
count  ;■  and  although  the  referve  with  which  he 
difcovered  himfclf  had  yet  hindered  me  from  pene- 
trating into  the  full  extent  of  it,  yet  the  perils 
alone  attending  fuch  a  life  of  fenfuality  caft  me 
into  a  fliarp  alsrm.  However,  I  did  not  from  thence 
lee,  as  he  did,  fuch  ftrong  reafons  to  fear  that  fhe 
would  be  an  obftacle  to  TenermilPs  marriage.  1 
had  boldly  laid  hold  of  the  notion,  that  his  engage- 
ment with  Donna  Figuerrez  was  not  that  of  love  \ 
and  not  conceiving  any  other  caufe  that  could  attach 
him  too  (Irongly  to  her,  1  had  fo  much  the  greater 
hope  that  the  lofs  of  his  fortune,  and  the  ne- 
ceflity  he  was  under  of  taking  advantage  of  that 
of  a  woman,  without  which  he  could  not  live  in 
that  plenty  for  which  he  had  taken  a  relifh,  ap- 
peared to  me  an  infallible  motive  to  feparate  him 
from  her,  when  I  fhould  make  him  look  upon,  to- 
gether with  the  hand  of  mademolfelle  Anglefey, 
the  king's  new  favours,  which  I  did  not  defpair 
to  fee  him  obtain.  I  left  the  count  with  this  no- 
tion,  without  having  judged  it  feafonable  to  com- 
municate to  him  yet  the  truth  of  our  adventure. 
It  was  not  my  difiidence  of  him  that  engaged  me  to 
thi3  difiimulation  ;  but  1  thought  myfelf  obliged  to 
it  out  of  a  cautious  management  for  mademoifelle  An- 
glefy. 

I  learned  at  my  lord   TenermiU's   houfe,    that  he 
had  been   at    Saiions    for   fome  week'3  pad,    enjoying,- 
there    the    early   pleafures    of   the    fpring,    with    his 
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nfual  company.  The  fight  of  the  hurry  they  were 
in  at  liis  houfe  in  Paris,  m  making  preparation  of  a 
thoufand  things  to  ferve  his  table  and  pleafures,  gave 
me  all  at  once  an  idea  of  his  fettlement.  I  made 
no  delay  in  going  to  him.  Befides,  that  decency 
required  this  vifit  of  me  after  a  long  abfcncc,  I 
had  an  intereft,  as  well  as  he,  in  the  feat  of  Sai- 
fons,  and  I  thought  myfelf  authorifed  at  all  times 
to  examine  into  the  condition  it  was  in.  I  might 
pretend  to  be  ignorant  of  the  alterations  made  there 
fince  my  departure,  and  that  it  was  inhabited  by 
fuch  a  numerous  company.  Refting  upon  this  pointv 
I  difcovered  as  much  furprife  upon  my  arrival 
there,  as  if  I  had  not  been  foreftalled  by  the  count's 
recital.  And  this  pretext  was  but  little  different 
from  the  truth,  fincc,  with  the  hints  I  had  re- 
ceived, I  found  yet  at  every  ftep  fome  fubje<^ 
of  aftonifhment  and  admiration.  The  houfe,  the 
gardens,  every  thing  had  taken  a  new  form.  Te* 
nermill  had  few  fervants  M'hom  I  knew  ;  infomuch 
that  having  met  many  of  them,  of  whom  I  inquired 
where  I  might  find  their  maftcr,  I  was  to  them 
a  fight  as  new,  as  the  ornaments  of  the  place  were 
to  me. 

Among  fome  tokens  of  joy,  and  a  few  carcfTes, 
Tenermill  difcovered  embarrafment  enough  to  con- 
vince me,  that  he  was  under  fome  conilraint  at  my 
prefence.  I  was  (hewed  into  his  clofet,  where  by 
chance  he  was  gone  upon  fome  bufinefs.  I  did  not 
lofe  the  opportunity  I  came  in  fearch  of.  Inftead 
of  giving  him  anfwers  to  his  firft  qneftlons,  by  which 
he  thought  perhaps  to  rid  himfelf  from  mine,  I 
prayed  him  to  hear  me  upon  a  fubjcft  important 
enough  to  merit  his  whole  attention  ;  and  without 
going  about  the  bufli,  fpeaklng  to  him  of  the  con- 
dition he  had  lett  Anglefey's  filler  in,  I  aflicd  him 
what  he  thought  of  the  misfortune  of  a  youg  lady 
fo  amiable  and  well  born.  A  difcourfe  fo  little 
cxpe6^ed,  and  the  flcady  and  fcrious  air  with  which 
1  accompanied  it   (for  1  dare   not  call  it  a  rcmorfc 
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for  a  fault  which  he  then  called  to  mind)  threw- 
him  into  a  confufion,  vrhich  declared  itfelf  for  forac 
moments  by  his  Wufhes.  However,  this  diforder  con- 
tinued but  a  fhort  time,  fince,  immediately  turning- 
the  matter  into  a  banter,  he  fpoke  to  me  of  this  ad- 
venture, as  of  an  amufement,  from  whence,  faid  he, 
he  had  no  thoughts  that  the  effedi  would  have  been 
the  production  of  a  new  being.  I  flopped  him  ;  Do 
you  know,  faid  I,  that  with  this  cfFeft,  which  never- 
thelefs  you  ought  to  expcft,  another  ought  to  be 
produced,  which  I  am  vexed  not  to  fee  brought  to 
pafs  as  foon  as  I  could  wifli  ?  and  remarking,  that 
this  queftion  made  him  more  attentive,  I  fpoke  to 
him  with  refolution  of  the  prctenfions  of  mademoi- 
felle  Anglefey,  and  even  of  the  hopes  fhe  had  of  turn- 
ing them  to  account.  He  Hopped  me  in  his  turn, 
and  feeming  fenfible  of  every  thing  that  I  had  only 
exprefled  by  halves,  he  affumed  a  more  ferious  tone, 
to  defend  himfelf.  His  reafons  were  thofe  I  had 
already  commiferated  in  the  mouths  of  his  four 
friends.  He  was  engaged  by  no  promifes ;  he 
thought  of  nothing  but  amufing  himfelf  in  Ireland  ; 
Could  any  one  pretend  that  the  weaknefs  of  a 
girl  could  give  her  power  over  the  fortune  and 
liberty  of  a  man  ?  Strange  arguments,  which  al- 
ways prefumes  the  fault  to  be  only  on  the  fide  of 
the  vveakeft  fex,  and  that  there  is  no  reparation  nc- 
cefTary  in  thcfe  fort  of  adventures  from  him  whom 
the  world  is  pleafcd  to  call  the  glory  and  ornament 
of  a  woman!  It  was  not  neverthelefs  upon  Tenermill 
that  I  was  in  hopes  of  making  impreffions  by  other 
trials.  It  did  not  even  come  into  my  mind  to 
make  the  experiment.  I  had  executed  the  king's 
orders  in  affuring  myfelf  of  TenermilPs  difpofitions, 
and  if  I  added  any  thing,  it  was  only  to  make  him 
unfold  them  more  clearly  by  force  of  objeftions  and 
inftances. 

He  fortified  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  againfl  his 
firll  confufion,  that  prcfling  me  at  length  not  to  trou- 
ble him  longer  with  propJfaU  that  fatigued  him,  he 
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paffcd  fuddenly  to  afli  me  news  of  Patrick  and  Ire- 
land. I  fatlsfied  him  plainly,  and  taking  a  cold  leave 
of  him,  returned  to  Paris,  notwithftanding  his  perfua- 
fions  to  keep  me  with  him  at  SalfoBS  for  fome  days. 
It  would  have  been  but  little  agreeable  to  me  to  engage 
in  a  fociety,  fuch  as  his  was  reprefented  to  me 
to  be.  Though  I  had  not  intlrely  entered  into  the 
fenfe  of  the  count's  expreflions,  I  did  not  fancy  there 
could  be  much  innocence  and  prudence  in  a  retreat, 
wherein  they  had  nothing  but  pleafure  for  their  ob- 
je6t.  My  defign,  upon  my  return  to  Paris,  was  to 
take  mademoifelle  Anglefey  and  prcfent  her  to  the 
king,  whom  I  yet  hoped  to  engage  more  powerfully 
in  her  intereft,  after  his  majefty  had  feen  her.  Her 
form  and  her  tears  in  reality  touched  him  fo  much 
as  to  make  him  take  a  refolution  to  fend  one  of  his 
gentlemen  immediately  to  Saifons.  The  king  inter- 
preted the  refufal  of  Tenermill  more  favourably  than 
I  did.  Seeing  nothing  was  wanting  in  mademoifelle 
Anglefey  to  pleafe  him,  and  imagining  in  reafon  that 
file  mull  have  been  agreeable  tohim,  fince  fhehad  drawn 
on  her  his  attentions,  he  was  convinced  that  the  only 
reafon  which  could  infpire  him  with  a  repugnance 
to  marry  her,  was  her  poverty  ;  and  without  having 
him  told  what  his  views  were  in  propofing  to  him  to 
receive  her  hand,  he  charged  his  gentlemen  to  afTure 
him,  as  from  himftlf,  that  he  would  find  his  advan- 
tages in  fubmiffion.  But  opening  his  mind  further  to 
me,  he  told  me,  that  without  having  any  thoughts 
of  making  him  a  duke,  until  he  was  rich  enough  to 
fiiftaiu  that  dignity,  he  would  in  favour  of  his  mar- 
riage grant  him  an  employment,  that  fhould  enrich 
him  by  ways  very  fpecdy.  You  may  inform  him, 
faid  he,  tha^  I  have  declared  my  mind  to  you  upon 
the  matier,  and  engage  to  him  my  word,  that  1  fliall 
reckon  his  obcdieiice  in   the  rank  of  his  fervices. 

With  the  piety  that  animated  all  his  adlions,  the 
king  had  a  motive  for  his  proceedings  that  I  was  a 
Granger  to.  Anp^lefey,  not  daring  to  promife  him- 
ieif  the  full  cffcds    of  every  thing  1  had  given   hinv 
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room  to  hope  from  my  good  offices,  had  writ  to 
the  king  from  Ireland,  fuppllcating  his  royal  pro- 
tcdlion  for  his  fifter ;  and  in  an  affair  wherein  the 
honour  of  his  family  was  concerned,  he  made  no 
dlfficnltj'-  to  promife  his  majefty,  that  to  fhew  him 
his  acknowledgment  and  gratitude,  he  would  by 
himfclf  and  his  friends  before  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign, bring  over  all  the  province  of  Munfter  to  his 
authority.  The  fubmlflion  of  this  part  of  Ireland 
was  of  great  importance,  as  much  for  the  facility 
of  landing  his  forces,  as  for  the  quarters  of  his 
troops,  who  might  there  pafs  the  winter  in  fecurity. 
Moreover,  it  was  of  no  fmall  confcquence  to  engage 
openly  in  his  Interefts  a  family  fo  numerous  and  fo 
confiderable  as  that  of  Anglefey.  Without  penetra- 
ting fo  far,  I  had  myfelf  made  this  laft  reflection  to 
the  king,  and  if  he  did  not  confefs  that  it  was  capa- 
ble of  warming  him,  I  no  lefs  ^remarked,  that  it  had 
increafed  his  heat  and  zeal.  I  had  foon  other  proofs 
of  this  from  the  eagernefs  he  fhewed  upon  the  return 
of  the  gentleman,  whom  he  had  difpatched  to  my 
brother.  Being  informed,  that  Tenermill  had  re- 
ceived his  orders  with  all  the  refpeft  due  to  the  name 
of  his  mafter,  and  that  notwithftanding  the  addrefs 
whereby  he  had  avoided  to  engage  himfclf  by  a  pofi- 
tive  anfwer,  he  yet  expreffed  himfelf  in  terms  of  per- 
feifl  fubmiffion,  he  preffcd  me  to  make  him  another 
vifit,  and  to  declare  to  him  openly  what  he  was  refolved 
to  do  for  him.  I  was  afraid,  faid  the  king  to  me  with 
a  freedom  worthy  of  fo  great  a  foul,  that  he  would- 
have  taken  advantage  of  my  fituation  to  infift  upon 
his  old  difcontents  ;  but  knowing  his  humour,  I 
think  him  difpofed  to  obedience,  fmce  he  has  re- 
ceived my  orders  with  fo  good  a  grace.  In  reality, 
divtrs  examples  had  daily  taught  this  good  prince, 
that  the  title  of  a  king  is  but  a  flender  check  to 
violent  paffions,  when  it  is  not  fupported  by  power  ; 

and  the   late  treafon  of  my  lord made  him 

f^ar  every   moment,    that   he  fhould  not  find   mor© 
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loyalty  in  the  greateft  part  of  thofc  who  appeared  to 
be  attached  to  him. 

This  confidence  of  my  king,  and  the  defire  he 
Jet  me  fee  he  had  of  reclaiming  to  him  the  mind  of 
my  brother,  animated  me  with  fo  brlili  an  ardour, 
that  not  thinking  I  could  too  foon  execute  his  orders, 
1  preffed  him  in  my  turn  to  licence  my  departure, 
that  I  might  go  direftiy  to  Saifons.  I  imparted  all 
my  hopes  to  mademoifelle  Angelefy  by  an  air  of 
fatisfadtion  with  which  I  prayed  her  to  wait  for  me 
at  Paris.  It  was  night  when  I  arrived  at  our  feat  ; 
but  I  made  no  diftin^llon  of  times,  and  thought 
every  feafon  proper  for  my  negociation.  Being  in- 
formed at  my  arrival  that  Tenermill  had  get  up 
from  table,  I  fent  in  notice,  that  I  had  affairs 
of  importance  to  communicate  to  him,  and  dc- 
fired  to  talk  to  him  alone.  I  was  ignorant  whether 
he  had  already  difcovered  my  propofals  and  the 
king's  orders  to  Donna  Figuerrez  ;  but  his  flowncfs 
in  coming  to  me  made  me  fo  impatient,  that  putting 
my  head  out  of  the  door  of  the  clofet  where  I 
waited  for  him,  I  faw  her  with  him  in  the  next 
chamber  ;  and  the  air  cf  fecrecy,  as  much  as  the 
heat  with  which  they  appeared  engaged  in  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  fome  matter  of  importance,  gave  me  room 
to  think,  that  my  vlfit  wa&  the  fubjcd  of  their  dif» 
courfe. 

Tenermill  did  not  appear  to  me  with  a  counte- 
nance lefs  difengagcd  ;  I  removed  alfo  from  mine 
every  thing  that  might  look  like  conftraint,  and 
anticipating  all  ufclcfs  qucRions,  I  told  liim,  that 
my  vilit  to  him  was  by  the  king's  orders.  You 
have  been  informed  lately,  faid  1,  frc  m  the  mouth  of 
one  of  his  gentlemen  of  the  interell  he  takes  in 
the  marriage  of  madcmoifelle  Angltfey  :  But  that  ex- 
planation had  relation  only  lo  things  in  general  ;  I  am 
now  here  fiom  his  majcily,  added  1,  to  declare  to  you 
more  particularly  his  intentions.  With  a  wife,  wliom 
he  prefles  you  to  receive  as  from  his  hand,  he  promifc* 
you   an    employment  that  may  foon   make  yoj  rich, 

and 
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and  which  will  one  day  put  you  into  the  condition  \it 
is  defirous  of  feeing  you,  in  order  to  create  you  a 
duke. 

This  entrance  into  my  difcourfe,  in  which  I  alfo 
had  included  every  thing  that  I  had  m(;ft  prevailing  to 
offer  him,  made  a  greater  impreflion  on  him  than  I 
expefted  from  it.  He  fixed  his  eyes  on  me,  and  not 
being  able  for  a  confiderable  time  to  moderate  the  af- 
fections of  his  foul  —  How,  faid  he,  foftening  his 
voice,  does  the  king  vouchfafe  to  return  tome,  and 
(far  from  being  offended  at  my  haughtinefsj  is  he  not 
apprehenfive  of  abafing  himfelf  too  much,  in  calling 
me  back  to  him  by  new  favours  ?  Ah  !  So  much 
goodnefa  will  never  be  repaid  but  by  my  blood,  which 
1  will  empty  all  in  his  fervice.  His  tranfport  made 
me  judge,  that  I  had  molt  luckily  taken  him  by  his 
two  foibles  ;  of  which  the  laft  irfelf  had  a  greater  pof- 
feflion  of  him  than  he  imtigiiied.  Thefe  were  gene- 
rofity  and  ambition.  But  when  I  was  ready  to  hug 
myfelf  for  them,  he  added,  that  he  was  in  defpair  as 
to  the  marriage  of  mademoifelle  Anglefy,  for  that 
this  method  of  complying  with  the  king's  goodnefs 
was  abfolutely  fhut  out  from  him  ;  that  without  find- 
ing in  his  heart  the  leaft  repugnance  for  a  lady  fo 
amiable  ;  upon  the  whole,  that  though  fhe  be  offered 
to  him  by  the  king  with  all  thofe  advantages,  yet  he 
had  other  engagements  which  he  was  not  at  liberty  to 
break,  atid  that  the  moft  glorious  fortune  in  the  world 
Hiould  never  make  him  fail  in  his  engagements  of  ho' 
nour.  Struck  with  this  language,  I  afl^ed  him,  with 
a  good  deal  of  aflonilhment,  whether  he  were  mar- 
ried ?  No,  anfwered  he  ingenuoufly  ;  but  he  put  little 
difference  between  his  engagement  and  marriage.  He 
feparated  from  me,  and  took  fome  turns  about  the 
clofet  in  a  profound  meditation,  whilft  1  confidcred 
with  myfelf  what  anf^ver  to  make  him.  Then 
coming  up  to  me,  he  requefled  me  to  hear  him  with- 
out interruption.  I  am  pierced  faid  he,  with  the 
king's  goodnefs,  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  raife  in 
you  the  fame  admiration.      I  have  a  thoufand  ways 
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left  to  render  rae  worthy  of  them,  and  they  are 
not  the  mod  eafy  I  would  chufe.  Neverthelefs,  forced 
as  I  am  to  rejeft  her  whom  he  daigns  to  offer  me 
himfelf,  I  am  feiifible  that  my  refufal  will  cxpofe  me 
not  only  to  his  jull  indignation,  but  to  the  ccnfure 
of  all  men  of  honour,  if  it  be  not  juftified  by  fomc 
excufe.  At  the  fame  time,  I  do  not  flatter  myftlf, 
that  I  can  make  you  relilh  my  apology,  and  under 
the  neceflity  I  am  neverthelefs  to  employ  you  in  my 
juftification,  this  difficulty  has  appeared  to  me  em- 
barrafling  enough  to  throw  me  into  the  reverie  out  of 
which  I  am  juft  recovered. 

Notwith (landing  the  promife  I  had  made  to  hear 
him  without  interruption,  I  thought  myfelf  obliged 
to  remove  a  doubt,  which  appeared  offcnfive  to  my 
friendfhip.  I  complained  that  he  thought  it  juftly 
founded,  and  conjured  him  to  conceive  a  better  opi- 
nion of  my  affcdlions.  No,  no,  replied  he  fmilii^.g, 
it  is  not  of  your  friendfhip  that  I  have  any  diffidence  ; 
but  do  not  be  tired  of  the  filence  I  require.  Then 
continuing  his  difcourfe,  he  related  to  me,  that  fmce 
he  had  loft  the  defire  of  efpoufing  Donna  Flguerrez 
by  the  king's  refufal,  of  confenting  to  that  marriage, 
or  at  lead  annexing  to  it  the  favours  he  had  been 
made  to  hope  for,  he  hnd  never  ceafed  vifiting  that 
lady.  He  had  found  from  day  to  day  new  plea- 
fures  in  her  converfation  ;  and  his  good  fortune  had 
fo  favoured  him,  that  (he  being  obliged  to  renounce 
her  inclination  for  Patrick,  had  taken  for  him  a  (hare 
*  of  the  affciflions  (he  had  for  his  brother.  He  had 
not  been  at  all  forry  for  being  beloved  by  her,  as  long 
as  the  propofals  of  marriage  continued  in  a  manner 
buried  ;  but  upon  renewing  them  by  the  Spanlfli  am- 
baffador  at  her  inftance,  he  did  not  hefitate  to  de- 
clare to  her,  that  he  did  not  think  himfelf  cut  out 
to  bear  the  name  of  a  hu(band,  and  that  the  rca- 
fons  inducing  him  to  think  of  marrying  her,  haying 
ceafed  by  the  king's  plcafurc,  he  was  come  to  a 
rcfolulion  never  more  to  fubmit  to  chains,  of  which 
Mturc    wa«    afraid.       He    had   nevcrthlefs   foftened 
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this  refufal  by  fomc  polite  compliments,  and  owir- 
ing,  that  he  had  feen  few  women  whofe  wit  a^ 
humour  had  fuch  a  number  of  charms  as  hcr's  hn 
he  confeflTed,  that  he  laboured  to  infpirc  her  wit: 
an  intercourfe  and  corrcfpondence  eftablifhed  ii; 
freedom  and  independence,  by  which  he  fouglit 
after  a  remedy  for  thofc  fuffcrings  he  had  juit  ex- 
perienced  from  the  court.  Gaming  had  at  this  in- 
terval brought  him  in  fums  confidcrable  enough  to 
fettle  his  affairs  upon  a  folid  foundation  ;  and  the 
king  having  forced  him  to  keep  his  penfion,  he 
found  himfelf  in  a  condition  of  forming  a  plan,  which 
he  had  the  good  luck  to  make  agreeable  to  Donna 
Figuerrez.  In  fine,  furprifed  himfelf,  faid  he,  at  the 
facility  he  had  found  to  bring  her  into  it,  and  judg- 
ing even  from  thence,  that  this  could  not  be  her 
firlt  effay  of  gallantry,  he  accudomed  himfelf  to 
live  with  her,  and  to  enjoy  a  very  pleafant  fituation 
both  in  town  and  country.  You  will  afk  me,  con- 
tinued he,  what  could  render  fuch  an  engagement 
fo  inviolable  as  I  have  reprefented  it  to  you  !  Hear 
irte,  for  one  part  of  what  I  have  to  fay  to  you  will 
appear  difUcuh  to  comprehend,  'Firft,  you  can  never 
conceive  how  great  is  the  power  of  an  habitual 
fociety  between  two  perfons,  who  have  for  a  long  time 
had  only  the  fame  houfe,  the  fame  table,  the  fame 
occupations,  the  fame  pleafures,  and  who,  in  one 
word,  pafling  the  day  and  night  without  quitting 
each  other  even  a  moment,  have  learned  mutually  to 
know  their  faults,  to  pafs  them  over,  to  look  on 
themfelves  in  relation  to  each  other  as  difpenfed  from 
all  forts  of  decorums  and  conllraints,  to  fpeak. 
to  each  other  when  they  will,  and  to  be  filent  when 
they  will,  not  to  conceal  neverthelefs  from  each 
other  their  thoughts,  and  to  place  their  fatisfadi- 
ons  and  their  troubles  in  common  ;  it  is  not  in- 
tcreft  that  links  them  together  fince  they  may  live 
an  eafy  life  without  the  affiftance  of  one  another  ; 
it  is  not  exaftly  a  relifh  for  the  fame  pleafures,  fince 
they  do  not  feck  after  it   in  thofe  that  are,  the  moft 
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l^rlfk  and  poignant,  and  that  the  half  of  their  time 
is  fpent  in  difcovering  the  foibles  of  every  thing 
that  carries  that  name  ;  it  is  not  an  inclination  for 
good  rhcer,  for  though  nothing  be  wanting  to  fct 
off  their  table,  they  have  not  the  greater  appetite 
for  it,  and  very  often  rife  from  thence  without  touching 
the  bell  diflies  ;  there  is  yet  even  lefs  of  love  in  it, 
fince  they  fee  each  other  without  eagernefs,  are  ab- 
fent  from  each  other  without  grief,  they  fcarce  happen 
to  fay  to  each  other  a  word  of  kindnefs  or  tender* 
nefs,  that  they  often  avoid  thofe  plain  refpedts  of 
complaifance  which  they  would  have  for  the  greateft 
llranger ;  and  if  they  ufe  only  one  and  the  fame 
bed,  they  commonly  lie  down  and  rife  up  without 
tlunking  of  thofe  rights  which  they  confcnted  to 
yield  to  each  other.  Neverthelefs,  you  may  attempt, 
if  you  think  it  feafonable,  to  make  them  renounce 
living  together,  you  will  fee  they  will  laiigh  at  all  your 
efforts.  In  the  whole  conduct  of  life  they  are  as 
necefiary  to  each  other,  as  if  they  were  bound  by 
intereft,  by  pleafure,  by  good  cheer,  and  by  love. 
I  would  not  {peak  to  you  fo  pofiiivcly,  added  he,  if  I 
could  not  add  to  my  example  that  of  a  thoufand  peo- 
ple of  worth  and  honour,  who  are  in  the  fame  cafe  at 
•Paris. 

He  was  about  proceeding  ;  but  I  had  began  to  have 
a  mlfgiving  of  fomething,  that  had  not  hitherto  en- 
tered into  my  mind,  and  which  he  feemed  to  be 
detirous  of  concealing  from  me.  I  did  him  wrong 
by  this  lalt  fufplcion  ;  he  never  thought  but  of  fparing 
my  delicacy  by  covering  under  a  fort  of  veil  fome- 
thing that  he  imagined  I  could  not  be  ignorant  of; 
and  in  the  princi[)les  wherein  be  was  hardened,  this 
proceeded  from  a  refpedl  he  had  for  me,  much  rather 
than  for  hlmfcif.  However,  the  fimpiicity  of  my 
heart  making  me  attribute  this  difcovery  to  my  own 
penetration,  I  found  my  blood  (lirred  enough  to  make 
me  iorget  the  promifc  1  had  even  renewed  not  to  in- 
terrupt him  ;  my  firft  cxprcflions  had  as  little  cau- 
tion and  management  in  them  as  they  well  could  have 
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in  an  impulfe  of  furprlfe  mingled  with  anger  and 
grief.  But  when  he  had  underftood  by  the  terms 
debauchery  and  fornication,  uhich  had  dropped  from 
me,  upon  what  point  my  warmth  and  reproaches 
fell — 1  had  ftrong  expedlations,  faid  he  fmiling,  that 
this  converfation  would  have  pafled  without  a  ilorm  ; 
but  you  ought  to  be  cured,  at  Icaft  as  1  am,  of  thofc 
transports  of  morality.  However  it  be,  added  he 
immediately,  in  a  more  fcrlous  tone,  I  will  leave 
you  this  moment,  and  renounce  fpeaking  to  or  hear- 
ing you,  if  you  do  not  give  me  liberty  of  proceed- 
ing to  a  conclufion  without  Interrupting  me.  Impe- 
rious brother'.  Haughty  and  indocible  heart!  (I 
could  not  forbear  anfwering  iilm  with  the  moft  bitter 
paflion)  continue  then  a  difcourfe  which  offends  and 
outrages  nie,  and  which  difcovcrs  only  too  much  the 
riot  and  debauchery  you  are  in. 

He  replied,  fhaking  his  head  with  a  fneer — T  agree 
that  the  engagement  and  ties,  of  which  I  tell  you, 
will  not  appear  of  equal  force  to  all  the  world  ;  and  it 
is  not  to  perfuade  you  the  mere  to  forward  them,  that 
I  have  laboured  to  make  you  comprehend  them.  My 
intentions  only  were,  that  as  you  have  offered  to  ferve 
me,  you  fliould  not  be  ignorant  of  any  of  my  dlfpofi- 
llons.  Two  engagements,  much  more  flrong,  have 
bound  me  to  Donna  Figuerrez  ;  one  of  which  pro- 
ceeds from  my  promifes  :  For  if  my  friendfhip  for 
her  was  free  in  its  original,  can  I  think  it  changed 
from  its  nature,  fmce  the  fatisfadllon  we  have  mu- 
tually found  in  it  has  made  us  take  a  thoufand  oaths 
never  to  dlfTolve  it  ?  What  difFtirence  do  you  put 
between  a  life  of  this  fort  and  that  of  marriage  ? 
For  what  reafon  will  you  not  find  it  as  IndifToluble 
as  that,  if  the  effence  of  the  other  confifls  of  itfelf 
in  the  confent  only  of  the  will  ?  Why  does  it  not 
appear  as  refpe£^able  to  you  ?  Is  It  not  the  flate  of 
nature,  which  Is  the  firft  and  moft  holy  of  all  laws. — 
Forbear,  forbear,  Interrupted  I,  feeing  him  grow 
warm  upon  a  fubjeft  that  he  had  an  interert  in  fup- 
porting,  and  lamenting  ftill  more  his  corruptions  than 
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Kis  foplilfms.  He  was  piqued  at  the  air  of  cora- 
paffion  to  which  I  afFefted  to  confine  myfelf  in  thefc 
two  words.  I  do  not  demand  it  but  as  a  favour  of  you, 
faid  he  ;  and,  when  you  pleafe,  I  will  defend  this 
do(flrine  againft  all  your  prepofTeffions.  But  you  will 
not  difagree  at  leaft,  but  that  my  promifea  draw  after 
them  fomc  duty,  and  impofe  on  me  forae  obliga- 
tion. 

Then,  as  if  he  had  thought  this  rcafon  not  only 
unanfwcrable,  but  fufficicnt  to  jullify  him  againft  the 
king's  inftances  and  mine,  he  told  me,  that  what 
remained  for  him  to  inform  me  of,  was  one  of  thofc 
difficulties  of  delicacy,  of  which  he  did  not  love  to 
boail,  and  which  of  ail  others  he  (hould  have  moft 
trouble  to  infill  on,  becaufe  it  would  oblige  him  to 
mortifying  confeffions  of  felf  love.  Ncverthelefs, 
added  he,  as  his  charaAer  had  placed  him  above  com- 
mon weaknelTes,  and  that  he  did  not  know  how  to 
bluih  at  what  he  thought  he  might  accept  without 
fhame,  he  confefled  to  me,  that  Donna  Figuerrez 
acquired  over  him  fuch  rights,  to  which  he  could 
oppofe  nothing  without  rendering  himfelf  guilty  of 
the  greatell  ingratitude.  In  thinking  to  augment  his 
fortune  by  gaming,  he  had  ruined  it  without  re- 
fource.  AH  his  fettlcment,  the  expenccs  of  which 
had  been  till  then  divided  between  her  and  him, 
would  have  been  at  an  end  by  this  misfortune,  if 
Oie  had  not  had  the  generofity  to  turn  over  to  him 
the  management  and  difpofition  of  all  her  eftate. 
He  had  been  under  a  neceflity  of  confenting  to  it  at 
her  inftances,  and  fince  that  time  their  fociety  was 
not  fupportcd  but  at  the  expeoce  of  this  generous  la- 
dy. With  what  front  could  he  propofe  to  her  to 
break  off  a  commerce,  in  which  he  knew  fhc  had 
placed  all  her  happinefs  ?  He  was  not  capable  of  fuch 
a  bafenefg,  though  it  fhould  gain  him  the  empire  of 
the  world  I  and  if  I  would  give  an  account  of  his 
motives  to  the  king,  he  was  pcrfuadcd  they  would 
be  approved  of  by  his  majcfty,  and  all  men  of  honour. 
I  made  no  hafte  in   ray  anf>3rcr,   that  I  might  leave 
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him  at  liberty  to  give  all  the  force  he  defired  io 
his  apology.  I  could  fo  eafiiy  have  deflroyed  it, 
(and  I  was  fo  fully  fatished,  that  after  he  had  decla- 
red to  me  his  reafons  as  invincible  obftacles,  they 
were  reduced  to  very  frivolous  arguments)  that  I  be- 
gan to  think  myfelf  certain  of  my  vi£lory.  I  laid 
no  llrefs  on  his  firft  article,  with  which  I  was  even 
aftonifhed,  that  he  could  have  bufied  himfeif  one  mo- 
ment. I  contented  myfelf  with  remarking  to  him 
mildly,  that  he  ought,  to  reproach  himfclf  with  a 
kind  of  life,  which  had  been  capable  of  enervating 
him  even  fo  far  as  to  make  him  reckon  fuch  childifh 
reafons  for  fomething.  I  avoided  with  the  fame 
care  employing  any  cxprefiions  too  harfh  to  attack 
a  commerce,  which  I  faw  manifeftly  condemried  by 
all  my  principles.  But  by  whatever  exceptions  and 
lenitives  he  thought  to  excufe  it,  I  obliged  him 
to  agree,  that  it  was  contrary  to  all  the  com- 
mon laws  of  religion,  to  which  he  made  a  profef- 
fion  of  being  attached  ;  and  leading  him  much  fur- 
ther than  he  had  forefeen  by  his  making  this  con- 
fefiion,  I  forced  him  to  conclude  with  me  in 
fpite  of  his  teeth,  that  all  the  promifes,  by  which 
he  had  undertaken  to  fupport  it,  were  fo  many  il- 
jafions,  which  could  not  be  fcrioufly  allcdged.  In 
relation  to  the  gratitude,  by  which  he  thought  him- 
fclf indebted  to  Donna  Figuerrez,  I  did  not  pretend 
to  oppofe  it,  and  I  pufhed  my  indulgence  fo  far  as 
to  acknowledge  that  he  ought  not  to  feek  to  excufe 
himfeif  from  it.  .  But  had  he  not  a  more  honourable 
method,  and  a  way  m.ore  worthy  of  him,  than  that 
of  increafing  this  debt  from  day  to  day,  and  laying 
himfeif  under  the  neceffity  of  .enjoying  perpetually 
the  fame  favours  ?  Conferve,  faid  1,  all  the  efteem 
you  owe  to  the  affedlions  and  fentimenis  of  your 
Spaniih  lady.  Ennoble  your  own,  by  endeavouring 
to  render  them  irdependent  of  her's.  Will  not  the 
fortunate  time  in  future,  which  is  dcilined  to  you, 
open  a  thoufand  means  to  preferve  you  from  in- 
gratitude ?    and    cannot    you     this    day     do    it     by 
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promlfing  her  an  eternal  friendfliip  ?  This  manner 
of  anfwerlng  him  produced  one  part  of  the  efftcl  I 
hoped  for  fron^  it.  Though  he  endeavoured  to  en- 
trench himfelf  under  natural  right,  which  he  looked 
upon,  he  faid,  as  the  rule  of  a  man  of  honour,  and 
that  he  tlioaght  himfelf  well  defended  by  this  pretext 
againlilhe  llrongelt  of  my  obje<flions,  he  neverthelefs 
entreated  me  to  tufpend  for  a  few  days  the  anfwer  I 
intended  to  give  the  king,  arid  to  afTiire  his  majefty 
how  feelingly  he  had  received  the  firll  news  of  his 
goodnefs.  I  could  not  doubt,  but  that  the  time  he 
feemed  to  take  for  delibera;ion  would  increafe  the 
impreffion,  from  whence  he  could  not  defend  himfelf, 
upon  undcrilanding  the  favours  the  king  had  intended 
for  him.  By  fuppofing  his  love  for  Donna  Figuerrez, 
I  might  perhaps  have  been  apprehenfive,  that  it  would 
too  rtrongly  have  combated  his  ambition  :  But  cen- 
fideratioas  fo  weak  a&  ihofe  he  had  offered,  could  not 
infpire  me  with  the  fame  fears. 

It  was  a  more  unfeafonahle  time  than  ever  for  me 
to  ftay  at  Saifons.  I-  (hould  not  have  been  willing  to 
expofe  myfelf  to  the  light  of  Donna  Figuerrez,  nor 
to  delay  mademoifelle  Anglefey  the  pleafure  of  hear- 
ing, that  I  began  to  flatter  myfelf  with  folid  hopes. 
In  giving  her  an  account  of  this  happy  news,  I  could, 
not  coLceal  from  whence  the  obftacles  proceeded, 
SUe  was  ignorant  of  my  brother's  engagements,  and 
not  afcTibing  the  coldnefs  he  fhewed  for  her  to  any 
thing  but  her  unhappinefs  of  being  without  wealth, 
file  had  niiherto  accufed  him  lefa  than  (he  did  fortune. 
I  had  admired  the  moderation  of  her  complaiots,  and 
had  a  difficulty  to  conceive,'  that  having  loved  enough 
to  be  capable  of  fo  much  weaknefs,  flie  yet  waited  for 
her  fate  with  a  tranquwiity  that  did  not  difcover  a 
violent  palfion.  But  I  had  fcarcc  informed  her  that 
fhe  liad  a  rival,  than  affuming  another  countenance, 
and  with  eyes  fparkling  with  fire,  which  I  never 
before  obfcrved  in  her,  {he  let ,  a  thoufand  odious 
names  efcape  her,  of  which  I  cafily  comprehended 
that  flic   made  the  application  to  my  brother  ;    and 
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addrefling  herfelf  to  mc,  I  give  you  thanks  for  your 
pains,  faid  fiie,  and  fhall  never  forget  what  1  owe  you  ; 
but  the  moll  inilant  death,  and  even  the  certainty  of 
my  difhonour,  which  1  fliall  find  more  infupportable 
than  death,  fliall  never  induce  me  to  marry  a  man, 
who  has  been  capable  of  abandoning  me  for  another 
woman.  Though  I  could  not  condemn  this  noble 
pride,  I  reprefented  to  her,  in  order  to  appeafe  her 
refentment,  that  love  had  but  a  fmall  fhare  in  the 
infidelity  of  Tenermill  ;  and  that  even  his  repentance 
was  not  at  a  great  diftance,  fince  I  thought  myfelf 
on  the  point  of  breaking-  all  the  engagements  that 
feemed  to  lland  in  the  way  of  his  duty.  Thcfe  two 
confiderations,  v;hich  (he  made  mc  explain  to  her 
with  all  their  circumftance^,  had  the  power  of  calm- 
ing her  paffion;  but  I  ftill  continued  fully  convinced, 
that  without  an  abfolute  facrifice,  Tenermill  would 
have  a  difficulty  to  fatisfy  her. 

I  did  not  make  two  hours  flay  at  Paris  ;  ncver- 
thelefs,  upon  my  arrival  at  St  Germain,  1  found  a 
lacquey  of  Donna  Figuerrez,  waiting  for  mc  at  Mr 
dc  Sercine's,  who  having  left  Saifons  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  sfter  me,  confefTed,  that  he  had  made  an 
extraordinary  hafle,  to  overtake  me  before  I  coald 
wait  on  the  king.  He  had  received  this  order  from 
his  miflrefs,  from  whom  he  put  a  letter  into  my 
hands,  which  he  prefTed  me  to  read  immediately. 
It  contained  but  four  lines.  Before  I  gave  myfelf 
up  to  my  zeal  with  fo  much  confidence,  fhe  exhorted 
me  to  remember  the  death  of  the  three  Spaniards, 
and  of  the  power  fhe  had  to  deilroy  me,  and  all  thofe 
who  had  a  fhare  in  that  tragical  event. 

Such  an  unexpected  menace  froze  my  blood  :  I  had 
thought  that  unhappy  adventure  was  for  ever  buried  ; 
and  fo  it  was  as  to  the  public,  and  the  law  itfelf, 
which  was  tired  of  making  inquiries  and  fearches 
after  it  to  no  purpofe.  But  Donna  Figuerrez  had  not 
forgot  the  m-cnaces  of  Patrick.  At  the  firft  news  of 
fuch  a  fatal  accident,  flie  had  the  curiofity  of  inter- 
rogating the  guard  who  attended  the  three  Spaniards  i 
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and  although  the  caution  and  difcretion  fiie  thought 
fhe  owed  to  the  brothers  of  my  lord  Tencrmill,  had 
prevented  her  from  making  a  noife  of  her  fufpicions, 
fhe  could  not  miftake  us,  by  the  defcription  the  guard 
gave  of  us.  What  a  frightful  obdacle  was  this  to 
my  enterprife  !  Could  I  be  ignorant  how  far  jcaloufy 
is  capable  of  carrying  its  furies  ? 

Preffed  by  the  courier,  who  waited  only  for  my 
anfwer  to  return  the  way  he  came,  I  chofe  to  make 
my  letter  as  fhort  and  loofe  as  that  I  had  received. 
I  writ  to  Donna  FIguerrcz,  that  without  fancying  I 
had  entered  into  the  full  meaning  of  hcr's,  I  could 
affure  her  of  two  things  equally  certain  ;  one,  that 
I  had  nothing  to  reproach  myfelf  with,  in  having  had 
any  fhare  in  the  deaths  of  the  three  Spaniards  ;  and 
the  other,  that  I  was  not  capable  of  falling  in  my 
refpe£t  and  difcretion  for  her.  This  did  not  hinder 
me  from  making  my  court  to  the  king  ;  but  in  the 
fright  I  was  yet  under,  I  took  great  care  of  prp- 
voking  her  to  make  her  advances  too  briflvly,  and 
notwithftanding  all  the  murmurs  of  my  zeal,  I  thought 
I  owed  this  facrifice  to  prudence.  Having  given  him 
an  account  of  my  brother's  fentiments,  I  humbly 
entreated  him  to  fufpend  his  bounty  to  him  for  a 
few  days,  and  for  divers  indifpenfible  reafons  to 
pardon  him  the  delay  of  throwing  himfelf  at  his 
majelly's  feet.  This  excellent  prince  faw  nothing 
in  this  excufe  capable  of  offending  him.  He  im- 
parted to  me  fome  letters  from  Patrick,  which  at  that 
time  drew  his  principal  intentions  towards  Ireland. 
The  firft  operations  of  the  campaign  had  not  an- 
fwered  his  hopes,  and  from  the  expeftations  of  many 
cnterprifes,  v/hich  liad  been  prepared  in  the  winter,  he 
feared  that  fuch  an  unfortunate  prefagc  would  cool 
thofe  whom  he  had  commifiioned  ior  the  execution 
of  them.  Nevcrthcltfs,  lie  took  occafion  from  his 
very  cmbarrafmcnt  to  talk  to  mc  of  Tenermill.  I 
have  need,  faid  he,  of  a  refolutc  and  intelligent  man. 
Your  brother  is  the  charadler  of  him  I  want.  If 
you  think  him  difpofcd  to  fcrvc  me,  added  he,  lay 
Ml  '    before 
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before  him  this  new  motive,  how  far  he  may  reckon 
upon  my  favours.  He  did  not  finifh  what  he  had 
to  difcover  to  me;  but  I  had  no  need  of  any  further 
explanation,  nor  of  any  more  prefiing  orders  to  enter 
into  views  fo  glorious  for  my  brother.  I  deter- 
mined to  go  back,  immediately,  with  this  difference 
only,  that  inftead  of  going  to  Saifons,  my  defire  of 
avoiding  a  meeting  with  Donna  Fig-uerrez  made  me 
chufe  to  difpatch  to  him  my  valet,  to  propofe  hi« 
meeting  me  in  Paris. 

I  went  to  wait  for  him  at  his  own  houfe  ;  and  the 
hafte  he  made  In  coming  there  made  me  judge,  that 
his  impatience  was  equal  to  mine.  He  embraced  me 
with  the  mod  free  air,  and  anticipating  the  intereft- 
ing  news  1  brought  him  by  a  declaration  which  vvas 
no  lefs  fo,  he  affured  me,  that  he  was  refolved  to 
marry  mademoifelie  Anglefey,  to  begin  by  this  mark 
of  fubmiflion  to  merit  the  king's  goodnefs.  The  joy 
I  felt  from  it  vvas  fo  great  as  to  make  me  forget 
%vhat  I  had  burned  to  tell  him  ;  and  filling  myfelf  only 
with  hopes  and  fears,  which  this  proteftation  raifed  in 
me  all  at  once,  I  aflced  him  with  fome  embarrafment, 
if  he  had  no  more  obftaclcs  to  fear  from  Donna  Fi- 
guerrez.  Have  no  fear,  added  he,  and  you  need  not 
doubt  but  I  am  affured  of  her  confent.  I  embraced 
him,  in  my  turn,  with  tranfports  that  I  could -not 
moderate  ;  and  not  in  the  leaft  imagining  that  he 
)iad  any  other  meaning  to  give  his  words  than  what 
anfwered  my  defires,  nor  any  ether  notion  to  take 
off  his  refolution,  than  that  of  an  heroic  facrifice, 
which  he  made  to  religion  and  his  fortune,  I  ufed 
the  moft  lively  expreflions  to  demonftrate  to  him  as 
much  ellcem  as  zeal  and  friendihip. 

The  explication  I  afterwards  gave  him  of  the  king's 
intentions  not  fcrving  for  any  other  purpofe  than  to 
redouble  his  ardour,  he  propofed  to  me  himfelf  to 
carry  the  account  of  his  confent  to  mademoifelie  An- 
glefey, and  engage  her  to  meet  him  next  day  at  court, 
to  obtain  together  the  king's  approbation.  Such 
formal  offers  didnotfuffer  me  to  doubt  any  longer  his 
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fincerity.  I  was  not  willing  to  give  time  for  this 
heat  to  grow  cool,  and  promifing  him  to  be  the  next 
morning  at  the  king's  levee  with  mademoifelle  An- 
glefey,  I  exhorted  him  to  fupport  with  glory  fiich 
noble  refoliitions.  A  little  more  reflcdlion  upon  cir- 
cumftances  would  have  made  me  think  it  ftrange, 
that  he  had  not  yet  fpoke  to  me  of  feeing  her  that 
very  day;  and  I  might  have  allied  him  alfcj,  when 
Dqnna  Figuerrez  propofed  to  leave  Saifons  :  But  the 
motions  of  my  joy  left  mc  only  attention  for  the 
matters  that  had  caufed  mc  fuch  an  agreeable  fnr- 
prifc,  which  however  was  not  equal  to  what  1  imparfed 
to  mademoifelle  rtnglefey.  ""''v^ 

A  difcovery  fo  plain  and  fo  little  expcSecl  dilfipating 
all  her  miftrufts,  Hie  thaiiked  heaven  for  her  happi- 
rcfs  wiih  the  mod  moving  cxpreflions,  and  the  de- 
lay of  a  Tingle  day  feemed  to  her  a  torment.  It  did 
not  enter  into  her  mind,  any  more  than  it  did  into 
mine,  that  (he  had  mcafures  to  take  yet  on  the  part 
of  her  rival.  We  employed  ourfclves  only  on  the 
other  projedl,  which  feemed  to  us  to  be  the  mafter- 
work  of  our  prudence,  and  of  which  the  fucccfs  per- 
feftly  anfvvered  our  pains.  With  an  impatience  to 
fee  Tenermill  fixed  by  the  ceremonies  of  the  church, 
we  took  the  refolulion  of  going  that  evening  to  St 
Germain,  and  of  difpofing  every  thing  for  the  cele- 
bration of  his  marriage,  as  foon  ao  he  fhould  be 
engaged  to  it  by  the  Hep  to  be  taken  next  morning. 
We  prepofTeffed  the  king  of  our  defires,  who  had  the 
goodncfs  to  enter  into  all.  our  views,  and  to  promife 
us  every  afQilance  that  depended  upon  his  authority. 
Tenermill,  faithful  to  his  promife,  arrived  at  Mr  de 
Serclne's  at  the  hour  appointed.  He  fliewed  a  great 
deal  of  fatisfadtlon  at  feeing  us  there.  Without  affedt- 
iHg  over  fond  carcffes,  he  treated  mademoifelle  An- 
glefey  with  a  confideratlon  that  contented  her  enough, 
and  confirming  to  her  every  thing  he  had  faid  to 
me  the  evening  before,  he  immediately  offered  her 
his  hand  to  lead  her  with  us  to  the  calllc. 

M  3  Let 
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I-.et  us  no  longer  fufpend  the  explanation  of  a 
myftery,  in  which  the  reader  perhaps  begins  to  find 
too  much  obfcurity.  Tenermill  was  ferioufly  rcfolvcd 
to  marry  mademoilelle  Anglefey;  but  what  marriage, 
and  what  cruel  conditions  did  he  annex  to  this  fa- 
crifice?  He  had  taken  all  his  refolutions  in  concert 
with  Donna  Figuerrez.  This  lady,  to  whom  he  had 
communicated  the  arrival  and  pretenfions  of  made- 
moifelle  Anglefey,  had  not  thought  at  firft  that  (he  had 
much  to  ftruggle  with  to  deliver  herfelf  from  fuch  a 
troublefome  counter  mine;  and  far  from  beginning 
with  reproaches  and  complaints,  (he  had  affefted  to 
fliew  but  little  alarm.  Neverthelefs,  when  the  king's 
meffenger,  and  the  hopes  his  majelly  had  ordered  to 
be  given  my  brother,  had  apppeared  to  awaken  his 
ambition,  (he  had  judged  the  danger  more  preffing, 
and,  in  the  Interval  of  this  deputation  and  ray  vifit, 
had  employed  all  her  addrefs  to  aTure  herfelf  of 
the  ftatc  fhe  held  in  his  heart,  and  if  under  the  fup- 
pofition  of  his  refuming  the  defign  of  marriage,  flie 
might  not  flatter  herfelf  with  being  preferred  to  her 
rival.  She  had  found  in  the  natural  integrity  of 
Tenermill  wherewith  to  fatisfy  readily  her  doubts. 
He  had  declared  to  her,  that  he  was  not  capable  of 
changing  his  difpofitions,  and  that  if  he  fhould  hap- 
pen to  think  of  marriage,  it  (hould  be  on  condi- 
tions too  difficult  to  flatter  himfelf  with,  that  in  the 
disfavour  he  flood,  he  fliould  ever  obtain  them.  How- 
ever, the  day  after  thefe  conditions  had  been  pro- 
pofed  to  him  by  my  mouth,  and  he  was  as  mucH 
afFed^ed  by  them  as  I  have  related.  Donna  Figuer- 
rez perceived  the  matter.  To  the  lively  inquietudes 
fliew'ed  by  her  he  had  anfwered  in  the  fame  tone, 
that  he  would  never  facrifice  her  to  love  ;  but  that 
owing  fomething  to  his  fortune  and  advancement, 
he  would  not  engage  to  refift  the  king's  off^ers  long, 
if  his  majefly  would  keep  his  word  with  him  ;  and 
knowing  from  herfelf  in  what  terms  ftie  had  writ- 
ten to  me,  he  had  prcfied  her  in  the  name  of  a  friend- 
fliip  as  firm  and  as  philofophical  as  what  united  them, 

not 


y 


The  Dean  o/"  Colera  jne.         271 

not  to  oppofe  herfclf  to  the  great  hopes,  for  which 
he  thought  himfelf  indebted  to  my  pains,  liy  confi- 
derations  unworthy  of  them.  Such  an  open  decla- 
ration, and  the  knowledge  Donna  Figuerrez  had  of 
his  chara6ler,  had  with  her  the  force  of  a  decifive 
refufal.  Buc  not  being  able  to  relinqiiifh  an  engage- 
ment, which  was  become  in  a  manner  neccQary  to  her, 
fhe  had  equally  improved  the  rights  of  her  affedion, 
nnd  the  power  flie  had  of  injuring  me,  to  draw  from 
him  two  promifes,  to  which  he  had  confcnted  with  fo 
much  the  more  eafe,  as  they  were  agreeable  enough 
to  his  own  inclinations  :  Tliex)He,  that  he  would  not 
finiih  his  marriage,  without  being  afcertained  of  the 
king's  views  to  his  fortune,  and  without  having 
received  indubitable  pledges  of  it  from  the  mouth 
of  that  prince  ;  the  other,  that  in  giving  up  this  flep 
to  ambition,  he  fhould  not  only  grant  nothing  to 
love,  but  fhould  accuftom  mademoifclle  Anglefcy  to 
content  herfclf  to  bear  his  name,  and  to  fuffer  him, 
without  murmuring,  to  continue  to  live  in  the  ordinary 
cxercifcs  of  their  fociety.  It  was  after  this  unaccount- 
able engagement  that  Tenermill  had  appeared  fo  de- 
termined on  hii  marriage,  and  that  he  had  made  no 
difficulty  of  affuring  --me  that  Oonna  Figuerrez  would 
give  no   oppofition  to  it. 

Thus,  by  conducing  mademoifclle  Anglefey  with  fo 
free  an  air  to  the  callle,  his  firll  dcfign  was  to  learn 
from  the  king  upon  what  fortune  he  might  depend, 
and  to  regulate  hi»  offers  and  engagements  upon  the 
fureiy  he  (hould  difcovcr  in  that  particular.  The 
king's  goodnefs  did  not  leave  him  in  a-  ilate  of  un- 
certainty long.  He  had  fcarce  kiffed  his  hand,  and 
made  fome  cxcufes  for  his  long  abfencc,  and  the 
ufelefnefs  he  had  lived  ia  for  tire  king's  fcrvice, 
when  his  majefty  railing  him  up  with  the  mod  affec- 
tionate air,  propofed  the  views  he  had  formed  for 
him.  You  fhall  repair,  faid  he,  the  floth  with  which 
yoii  reproach  yourfelf;  and  f  am  not  lorry  that, 
joined  to  your  natural  qualities,  you  have  a  motive 
of  this  nature  to  animate  you  in  my  fervicc.  I  hav£ 
M  4  appointed: 
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appointed  for  you  two  employments,  which  will  call 
for  no  lefs  than  the  full  extent  of  your  wit  and  cou- 
rage. One  is,  intendant  general  of  all  the  entcrprlfes 
tending  to  re-eftablifh  my  affairs,  and  particularly 
of  all  the  military  aids  that  I  expeft  from  catholic 
princes.  The  other,  which  is  nearer  at  hand,  and 
which  is  only  the  firft  exercife  of  the  other,  relates 
fingly  to  Ireland.  The  title  is  of  little  importance, 
and  the  neceflity  of  avoiding  a  noife  will  hinder  me 
perhaps  from  creating  fuch  an  officer.  But  it  could 
not  contain  any  ching  too  grand  to  anfwer  my  views. 
I  give  you  full  power  over  a  thoufand  things,  the 
explanation  of  which  I  reft^rve  to  myfelf.  This  is, 
added  the  king,  to  fhew  you  a  contidence  that  I  fhould 
not  have  for  you,  if  I  had  known  any  body  merit  it 
better. 

Such  diftinguifhed  favours,  off"ered  with  fo  much 
noblenefs  and  bounty,  would  have  made  Tenermill 
throw  himfelf  into  the  midft  of  flames;  His  gra- 
titude and  zeal  (hone  out  in  a  thoufand  exprcffions 
full  of  ardour.  The  king  having  interrupted  him 
to  fpcak  of  his  marriage,  he  fubmitted  to  his  whole 
pleafure  without  exception.  He  feemed  neverthelefs 
a  Kttle  furprifcd,  when  upon  his  confent  alone  he 
heard  the  order  given  me  to  repair  to  the  chapel,  to 
conclude  the  ceremony  there.  But  he  was  imme- 
diately relieved  by  the  king's  promife  of  carrying  his 
fubmiffions  to  account,  and  looking  on  them  as  a  new 
engagement  to  heap  more  favours  on  him. 

Never  had  my  hand  exercifed  the  ecclefiaftical 
funftions  with  more  fatisfaftion  to  my  heart.  Ma- 
demoifelle  Anglefey  was  a  fharer  in  my  joy.  Tener- 
mill carried  himfelf  through  the  whole  ceremony 
with  fuch  an  air  of  gaiety  that  impofed  on  me. 
Thus,  added  I  inwardly,  addreffing  myfelf  to  heaven, 
all  the  felicity  that  is  lawful  to  dcfire  upon  earth  is 
fliowered  down  together  on  my  profperous  family  ! 
finifh,  great  God,  what  is  yet  wanting  to  its  hap- 
pinefs,  by  heaping  on  it  a  full  meafure  of  thy  blef- 
ings.      Wc  returned  to  the  king's  apartment,    who 

did 
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did  the  bride  and  bridegroom  the  honour  of  kifling 
them  ;  and  figned  the  inftrument  of  their  marriage. 
As  he  had  not  yet  fixed  the  appointment  of  my^ 
brother's  two  employments,  or  rather  as  he  had  re- 
fefved  to  himfelf  to  inform  him  upon  what  particu- 
lars he  would  afiign  them,  he  made  him  a  prefent  of 
twenty  thoufand  crowns,  as  an  earneft  penny,  faid 
he  joking,  of  a  rcveaue  that  ought  to  be  much 
more  confiderable.  He  gave  him  five  days  to  pre- 
pare himfelf  for  his  journey  to  Ireland,  with  orders 
only  to  attend  often  at  St  Germain  during  that  time, 
where  he  would  confer  with  him  upon  the  projeds  he 
was  refolved  to  intrull  to  him. 

.  Who  would  not  have  believed,  that  I  was  now  at 
an  end  of  fo  many  agitations,  and  fuch  great  trour 
bles,  which  my  affedlion  to  my  family  had  cofl:  me, 
and  that  feeing  it  happily  eftablifiied  in  its  three 
branches,  I  had  nothing  remaining  but  to  confult  the 
king's  pleafure,  in  order  peaceably  to  difcharge  the 
duties  of  my  employment  at  court,  or  the  fundlions 
of  my  miniftry  in    Ireland  ?  I  had    this  idea   of  my 

lot  when   I  arrived  at   the  count  de  S 's,   where 

we  alighted  at  Paris.  Although  it  had  not  yet  come 
into  my  thoughts  to  make  the  leaft  doubt,  whether 
mademoifelle  Anglcfey,  to  whom  I  fliall  henceforth 
give  the  name  of  fpoufe  to  my  lord  Tcnermiil, 
ought  not  to  be  the  fame  day  lodged  in  his  houfe, 
it  was  neverthelcfs  natural,  that,  having  continued  at 
the  count's  fince  our  arrival  from  Ireland,  fhe  fiiould 
carry  him  the  news  of  her  marriage,  and  the  thanks 
fhe  owed  to  his' friend fhip.  The  fatisfa£^ion  he  had 
at  feeing  fo  many  happy  events,  fhewcd  liiorc  than  ever 
how  much  the  happintfs  of  our  family  was  dear  to 
him.  But  whilll  he  was  abandoning  himfelf  to  joy, 
and  the  countcfs  did  not  deliver  hcrfelf  up  to  it  with 
le('s  rcferve,  Tenermill  prayed  his  new  fpoiifc  to  (tep 
alone  with  him  into  the  upartmtnt  fhe  had  hitherto, 
iifed.  Every  body  was  inclined  to  joke  pleafantly 
upon  his  hallc  to  have  her  alone,  which  it.  was  natural 
to  attribute  to  the  ardours  of  love.  Their  abfcnce 
M  5  continued 
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continued  but  a  fliort  time.  My  brother  quitted  Her 
after  feme  moments  difcourfe,  and  returning  to  us, 
faid  with  a  gloomy  air,  addrcfling  himfelf  to  the 
count,  that  divers  reafons,  which  he  hadjuddifco- 
vered  to  his  wife,  did  not  permit  him  to  continue  witK 
her,  and  efpecially  on  the  eve  of  a  journey,  which 
probably  would  be  of  f(>me  duration  ;  and  that  haying 
already  provided  for  her  ma  ntenance  with  a  liberality 
whicl)  file  could  not  ('omplain  of,  he  prayed  us  to  pre- 
ferve  for  her  thof<="  inclinations  we  had  always  fhewed 
her.'  The  furprife  thefe  words  gave,  filcncing  us,  or 
at  leaft  putting  us  in  a  condition  to  thro.v  off  the  an- 
fwering  it  upon  one  another,  Tenermill  took  his  leavJ"- 
handfomely,  ftepped  into  his  coach,  and  drove  off 
immediately. 

Our  firil  furprife  induced  as  to  go  immediately  into 
his  wife's  apartment,  whom  we  found  difTolved  in 
tears,  and  ready  to  fwoon  away  for  grief  and  fear. 
She  did  not  wait  being  prefTed  to  inform  us  of  the 
caufe  of  her  amazement.  He  has  treated  me,  faid 
fhe,  redoubling  her  tears,  with  a  contempt  that  hag. 
pierced  my  heart.  If  he  has  not  loaded  me  with  out- 
rages, he  has  clearly  given  me  to  underftand  that  he 
has  forbore  them  out  of  moderation  only.  In  fine,  he 
has  declared,  that  thinking  he  had  done  enough  in 
giving  me  the  name  of  his  wife,  he  had  no  thoughts 
either  of  feting  me  or  living  with  me.  Ah  !  continued 
fhe,  I  know  to  whom  I  ought  to  afcribe  his  hatred. 
1  am  betrayed,  I  am  undone  ;  death  would  be  much, 
lefs  cruel  to  me  than  the  forrowful  condition  into 
which  I  have  voluntarily  caft  myfelf.  You  could 
not  but  know  it,  added  (he,  turning  her  eyes  on  me. 
Why  did  not  you  give  me  notice  of  it  ?  Why  have  yen 
wade  me  the  moft  unfortunate  of  all  women  ? 

I  interrupted  her,  to  confole  her  with^ better  hopes. 
Though  the  hafty  retreat  of  my  brother  had  left  me 
Biucii  embartaffed,  yet  I  fancied  he  might  be  excufed 
by  the  nearncfs  of  his  departure  for  Ireland,  which 
wici  not  jliuw  him  much  time  to  fettle  a  young  wife 
k  hii  houfe.   wK'-.'H?   he    (hould  be   obliged  to   leave. 
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alone  during  his  abfcnce.  The  care  he  had  taken  of 
providing  for  her  maintenance,  and  the  explanation 
moreover  I  ad^ed  of  hcrfelf,  fupported  me  yet  in  an. 
opinion  fo  favourable.  My  lady  informed  me,  that 
he  had  allotted  her,  for  the  firft  year,  the  thirds  of  the 
fum  the  king  had  juft  granted  him,  in  the  interim, 
faid  he,  till  his  affairs  were  enough  regulated  to  affign 
her  a  fettled  revenue  upon  his  appointments.  I  took 
occadon  to  confole  her  even  from  this  generofity,  by 
making  her  look  with  a  better  eye  on  her  lot ;  and 
promifed  her  to  fpare  no  pains  to  dive  into  the  inten- 
tions of  her  hufband. 

The  count  de  S judged  Icfs  advantageoufly  of 

this  matter  than  I  did.  He  knew  by  a  thoufand  ex- 
periences how  difficult  fome  certain  kinds  of  engage- 
ments are  to  be  broken  through,  and  he  moreover 
repeated  to  me  a  part  of  what  I  heard  Tenermill 
fay  :  This  was,  to  difcover  fufficiently  that  he  had  no 
thoughts  of  feparating  himfelf  from  Donna  Figuerrez, 
and  to  give  one  room  to  judge,  that  it  would  be  a  lefs 
obllacle  to  his  attachment  to  her,  than  a  reafon  to 
tic  the  knot  clofcr  You  fee,  faid  the  count,  that 
having  entered  into  marriage  without  lovf,  he  will 
take  no  more  of  it  than  he  fees  fuitable  to  kis  own 
repofe,  and  that  all  he  has  done  for  his  wife  aims 
only,  as  (he  fears,  at  making  her  miferable  by  the 
vexation  (he  will  perpetually  have  of  feeing  her  rival 
preferred  to  her.  Thefe  predidlions,  which  from  the 
mouth  of  a  man  fo  fenfiblc  as  the  count  had  the  power 
to  frighten  me,  did  not  neverthelefs  hinder  me  from 
executing  the  promifc  I  had  made  my  lady.  I  faw 
Tenermill  before  he  returned  to  Saifons  ;  but  I  had  the 
vexation  to  hear  from  his  own  mouth,  with  much 
haughtinefs,  every  thing  he  had  told  his  wife,  without 
being  able  by  my  intrcaties  or  reproaches  to  bend  him. 

Although  he  was  not  frank  enough  to  declare  what 
condudl  he  intended  to  \\M  with  Donna  Figuerrez, 
and  that  he  had  even  afledcd  not  to  make  me  a».y 
anfwcr  to  fome  words  I  ventured  to  fay  againd  this 
union,,  yet  the  evil  fccmed  (to  xne)  fo  urgent,  that  tlic 
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only  remedy  I  thought  of  applying  was,  to  fee  Donna 
FIgiierrez  hcrftlf,    and  to  fcare  her  by  my  menaces,  if 
I  could  not  gain  her  over  by  my  exhortations.     Te- 
nermill  not  having  difowned  that  he  would  return  im- 
mediately  to  Saifons,  this   was  not  the  lime  proper  to 
pitch  upon  for  my  enterprife.      Yet  not  doubting  hut 
he  would  begin  again  more  regularly  than  ever  to  make 
his  court  to   the  king,   it  was  eafy  to  lay  hold  of  the 
time  of  his   abfence.      I  moreover  took  mcafures  that 
could   not  deceive   rae  ;  and  far  from  imparting  my 
defign   to   his    wife,   I  drew   from   a    thoufand  confi- 
derations  intirely  different,    thofe  hopes  with  which  I 
continued  to  footh  her.     I  did  not  in  the  lead  miftruft 
that  fhe  would  on  her  fide  form  the  fame  projeft,  and 
that,  having  reafoned  as   I   didi   (he   would   take  the 
fame  day  for  executing  it.      Motives,  fuch  as  (he  had, 
not  fuffering  her  to  neglect  any  thing,  fhe  was  accom- 
panied by  an    Irifh   geiuleman,    called   Viterbb,    with 
whom  fhe   had   made    fome   acquaintance  at  Paris,  as 
being  near  allied  to   her  family.     Without  any  other 
alTiftance  than  than  of  Viterbb,  and  a  chamber-maid,^ 
fhe   propofed  to   confront  all  dangers,  and  at  lead  to 
treat  Donna  Figuerrez  with  all  the  haughtinefs  that  a 
wife  could  draw  from  the  moft   lawful   rights    of  ho- 
nour   and    religion.      I    know    not    what    would   have 
been    the    confequences   of   an   enterprize   fo   ill  con- 
certed,   efpecially    on  a  day   that    Tenermill   had  left 
with  Donna  F'guerrez  three  of  his  bell  friends.      But 
it  happened,  that  having  arrived  in  my  chaife  the  fame 
moment  with    Vilerbb's    coach,   I  immediately   knew 
my  filler  in-law,   and  learned  her  defign,    which   flie 
could    no   longer  conceal.      I    found   her    fcheme   lefs 
blameable  in    itfelf  than  dangerous   to   her   o^n  de- 
fires  ;   ai.d   reprefenting  to  her  a  thoufand  reafons   for 
my    fearing,    that  fo  bold  a   ftep  would  eftrange  the 
mind  and  heart  of  her    hufband    more  than  ever  from 
hci.r,    I   propc'fed   another    method    to    reclaim   hira  tOv 
her,  which  the  prefeat  circumftances  infpired  me  with, 
and   which  the   povi^er  of   love    made   her   relifh   not- 
withilandliig  her  •  i-efolulioii.     Inilcad   of  reproaches^ 

and. 


The  Dean  of  Cpleraine.         277 

'and  perhaps  outrages,  with  which  fhe  was  refolycd  to 
load  her  rival,  I  advifcd  her  to  affume  power  enough 
over  herfelf  to  attack  her  by  the  fweetcr  methods  of 
flattery  and  friendfhip.  The  heart  of  my  brother, 
faid  I,  and  that  of  Donna  Figuerrez  herfelf,  are  not 
the  hearts  of  tygers.  Modefty  and  gentlenefb  make 
an  imprcflion  on  the  moft  infenfible.  Try  at  leall  this 
way,  which  muft  be  Icfs  painful  to  a  reafonahle  and 
virtuous  woman  than  that  of  violence.  I  will  lead 
the  way,  added  I,  to  the  courfe  you  are  to  take,  by 
a  converfation  of  fome  moments,  which  I  am  going 
to  have  with  Donna  Figuerrez,  whilft  you  may  con- 
fider  on  what  you  are  to  fay  to  her.  Without  pre- 
pofTelfing  her  with  your  vlfit,  I  will  prepare  her 
mind  in  your  favour  by  a  panegyric  on  your  cha- 
rader.  In  fine,  it  is  from  her  I  expett  your  happinefs  ; 
and  notwithftanding  my  views  in  coming  here,  I 
know  no  better  way  than  what  I  have  propofed. 

Nothing  has  convinced  me  fo  much,  that  the  heart 
of  a  woman  is  capable  of  all  forts  of  imprellions, 
and  that  their  faults  and  virtues  depend  almofl  always 
on  the  manner  in  which  one  has  the  art  of  reprefent- 
ing  ohjefts  to  them,  as  the  facility  with  which  my 
fifter-in-law  fubmitted  to  my  advice.  One  may  draw 
from  it,  if  one  plcafes,  another  confequence  in  favour 
of  her  natural  humour.  The  fjrgetfulnefs  of  Iver- 
felf,  which  before  her  marriage  had  made  her  fall  Into 
a  mortifying  flip,  did  not  hinder  htr  from  joining  to  a 
great  deal  of  wit  and  lo  her  education  thofe  principles 
of  virtue  and  modefty,  to  which  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing but  fhe  mud  have  returned  again.  A  violent  paf- 
fion  fomirtimcs  gives  place  to  reafon,  which  after 
having  been  facrificed  to  that  affc6lion,  becomes  more 
ftroi.g  than  it.  B'lt  in  the  heat  of  refentment,  which 
brought  her  to  Saifons,  I  did  not  flatter  myfelf  with  a 
falf<!  glory  in  afcribing  the  moderation,  which  flic 
r^turnctl  to  in  a  moment,  to  the  power  or  probability 
of  my  advice.  Having  once  got  the  poifcfllon  of  (his 
idea,  fl»e  exf^jr.ded  it  by  her  rcflcttioni,  and  what'  flic 
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added  to  ic  became  ftill  a  more  powerful  help  to  the 
furtherance  of  her  dciires. 

I  prayed  her  to  continue  in  her  coach  at  fome 
diftance  from  our  houfc  ;  and  agreeing  upon  a  certain 
fign  to  my  valet,  that  he  fliould  give  her  notice  the 
moment  it  would  he  pioper  for  them  to  appear,  I 
made  no  delay  in  paying  mv  yifit  to  Di)nna  Figuerrez. 
I  requ'-;lled  to  fee  her  alone,  and  (he  kept  me  a  long 
time  waiting  ;  which  (lownef?  I  afcribed  to  her  cm- 
barrafment.  Nevtrth:  Icfs,  fuii  of  the  notions  with 
which  I  had  j.iil  infpired  my  fifter-in-law,  my  defiga 
was  to  relieve  her  with  my  civilities  ;  and  I  executed 
it  fo  happily,  that  the  air  of  tranquillity,  with  which 
I  accofted  her,  having  helped  to  dlffipate  her  fufpicions, 
fhe  recovered  all  at  once  from  a  flight  emotion,  that 
fcized  her  at  the  fight  of  me,  and  received  my  firfl: 
compliments  with  the  moft  open  air.  I  did  not  go 
about  the  bufh  to  let  her  know  the  occafion  of  my 
vifit.  Continuing  to  obferve  the  fame  moderation 
and  civility  in  my  words,  I  proceeded  to  mention 
her  familiariry  with  my  brother,  as  a  frlendihip 
which  alarmed  all  my  family,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
caufed  mortal  inquietudes  to  my  filter- in-law.  She 
interrupted  me  ;  and,  forcfeeing  to  what  point  this 
difcouife  was  going  to  lead  me,  fhe  ufed  all  the  ad- 
drefs  in  her  power  to  avoid  fuch  ofFenfivc  declarations. 
I  thought  of  nothing  lefs  tlmn  to  offend  her  ;  but  I 
imagined  fhe  had  given  me  fome  advantage  over  her, 
in  letting,  me  fee  this  delicacy  ;  or  rather,  I  mufl  con- 
fefs,  that  having  given  her  a  hint  of  the  idea  I  bad 
formed  of  her  from  fo  many  accounts,  which  gave 
me  no  very  favourable  judgment  of  her  virtue,  I  was 
very  far  from  expefting  fhe  could  fo  fenfibly  feel  the 
confufion  arifing  from  her  irreguhrlties  ;  and  charmed 
to  fee  in  her  at  leaft  thefe  appearances  of  referredr 
nefs,  I  did  not  defpair  of  making  them  turn  to  the 
advantage  of  my  projeA.  So  1  did  not  infill  one 
moment  on  my  reproaches.  On  the  contrary,  giving 
a  quite  different  turn  to  my  difcourfe,  I  attributed 
to  detraction  thofe  reports,   which  were  as  injurious 
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to' her  as  vexatious  to  my  lady  Teiiermill.  Then 
taking  occalioa  iVoin  t'tie  name  of  ray  fiilei- in-law  to 
fpeak.  of  her  pciion  in  terms  of  praifc  and  panegyrick, 
1  rcprefentt'd  her  as  one  of  ihe  women  of  the  world 
who  the  lead  merited  the  indiiference  of  her  hufband. 

The  opinion  Donna  Figuertez  htd  of  my  chara(iler 
helped  her  without  doubt  to  tind  a  greater  probability 
in  the  reprefentation  I  had  given  of  her.  How  could 
fhe  fancy,  that  a  man,  whofc  fteadincfs  (he  had  expe- 
rienced many  times,  and  whom  Tcnei  mill  had  without 
dou'/t  never  painted  in  the  fofteft  colours,  fliould  lay 
fnch  a  conitvaint  upon  himfelf  as  lo  imprifon  within 
his  own  mlud  the  impulfes  of  his  zeal,  if  he  had 
been  well  Informed  of  the  nature  of  the  habitual 
co.r.merce  of  her  fociely  ?  (he  drew  {o  great  a  con- 
fidence from  this  relation,  that  looking  perhaps  on 
my  error  as  a  favourable  incident  to  all  her  defires, 
fhe  gave  herfelf  the  pleafuic  of  confirming  me  in  it, 
by  a  defcripiiion  oi  the  amufements  which  employed 
her  in  that  iolitude.  The  pifture  (lievved  nothing  but 
innocence,  and  when  (he  blended  in  it  Tcneimill  and  his 
friciKis,  (he  laboured  to  reprefcnt  to  me  all  their  plea- 
iiires  in  a  light  moft  capable  of  flattering  judgment 
and  reafon,  as  if  they  were  the  only  particulars  of 
which  the  foclety  had  any  reli(h.  She  could  not 
avoid  fpeakliig  of  my  lady  ;  but  far  from  contraelidl- 
jng  the  praife**  I  had  given  of  her  merit,  (he  added  to 
them  many  (Irokes,  which  (he  related,  as  (he  fald, 
with  pleafure,  and  (he  made  no  diificiilty  of  afTaring 
Jlie,   that  (he  burned  with  the  dcfire  cf  knowing  her. 

I  had  given  orders  to  my  valet  to  poft  himfelf  in 
fome  place  from  whence  he  could  fee  me.  Upon 
giving  him  the  fignal  agreed  on,  he  ran  in  hafte  to 
^Ive  notice  to   my  filler  in-law.      I  could   have  wl(hed 

e  had  been  already  j)rcrent,  at  the  inftant  wherein  her 
rival  was  fo  luckily  engaged  in  my  views.  I  applied 
all  my  psins  to  keep  up  the  convcrfatlon  on  the  fame 
lubjeft,  and  I  continued  to  draw  from  her  new  ex- 
prc(rion3  of  cfteem  and  afTcdllon  for  the  wife  of  her 
lover,    when  a  ftrvaut  came  to  give  her  notice  of 

Ike 


I 


aSo         The  Dean  of  Coleraine. 

the  arrival  of  my  lady  Tcnermiil,  who  afl<ed  bo  feehcf. 
Her  bludies  and  embarrafment  made  me  immediately 
refume  the  difcourfe,  by  (hewing  the  joy  I  felt  at  fuch 
an  agreeable  meeting.  My  lady,  faid  1,  would  be 
extremely  pleafed  at  your  expreflions,  if  (he  had  heard 
them.  Perhaps  flie  does  not  expedt  to  find  here  a 
friend  already  fo  openly  profeffed,  at  a  time  that 
without  doubt  fhe  comes  to  requetl  your  efteem  and 
fricndfliip  ;  but  I  am  refolved,  added  I,  that  as  foon 
as  fhe  comes  into  this  parlour  (he  (hall  know  from  me 
all  at  once  from  whom  (he  may  expedl  them.  Donna 
Figuerrez,  being  put  more  to  a  nonplus,  than  I  could 
have  thought  polTiblc  for  a  woman  of  her  birth, 
who  to  a  good  deal  of  wit  had  joined  a  fubtlety  and 
refinement  drawn  from  a  converfatron  with  the 
world  and  coquetry,  remained  fome  moments  with* 
out  finding  any  words  to  anfwer  me. 

In  the  mean  time  my  lady  came  forwafd,  led 
by  Viterbb  ;  and  as  far  off  as  they  could  fee  me,  I  ob- 
ferved  both  of  them  feeking  in  my  eyes  what  they 
had  to  judge  from  my  firlt  cares.  1  affumed  a  fmi- 
Jing  countenance,  and  advancing  to  my  fifter-in-law, 
I  faid  thus  to  her,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  Donna 
Figuerrez  ;  Whatever  motive,  madam,  brings  you, 
you  are  here  belter  known,  and  better  beloved, 
than  you  can  imagine.  I  am  charmed  with  every 
thing  I  have  juil  heard  ;  and  if  you  can  be  fenfible  of 
ellcem  and  friend(hip,  you  owe  gratitude  and  ac- 
knowlegments  for  the  fentiments  they  profcfs  to 
you  here.  My  fifter  in-law,  who  had  (ufficient  tims 
to  ftudy  her  part,  immediately  embraced  her  rival, 
and  requefted  her  friendfhip  in  fo  eafy  a  manner, 
that  nothing  could  excufe  Donna  Figuerrez  from  pro- 
minng  it  in  the  fame  way.  Their  converfation  alfo 
engaged  them  in  the  moft  afFeftionate  exprtflions. 
It  was  in  the  midft  of  this  ardour,  that  my  lady 
Tenermill  feeming  to  turn  her  refl  Aions  upon  her 
happinefs,  aflced  Viterbb  with  admiration,  whether 
he  would  not  confefs  that  public  fame  is  fubje^ito 
much  impofture,  and  if  he  had  expeded,  after  what 
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people  had  told  him,  that  flie  fhould  fo  eafily  make  a 
friend  of  Donna  Figiierrez  ?  Viterbb  had  naturally  a 
voice  as  rough,  as  his  perfon  was  tall  and  bully- 
like. Pretending  to  foftcn  hia  voice,  and  to  accom- 
pany it  with  a  gracious  fmile,  he  confefled  that  he 
could  not  eafily  return  from  his  allonifhment.  What 
J  fee,  faid  he,  (hall  be  a  leffon  to  mc  all  my  life  to 
teach  me  to  miftrull  reports  and  fcandal  ;  and  when  I 
propofed  to  you,  continued  he,  addrefling  himfelf  to 
my  fifter-in-law,  to  come  and  inform  yourfeif  by 
your  own  eyes  of  the  character  of  madame,  I  did 
not  tell  you  either  all  the  injury  her  enemies  had 
done  her,  or  the  great  impreilion  their  malice  had 
made  on  me.  I  was  afraid  of  cauiing  you  too  much 
vexation  by  telling  them,  and  giving  you  too  much 
fear  for  my  proje6^.  For  if  you  will  pardon  this 
free(||A|,  added  he,  giving  his  air  and  his  voice  all 
their -natural  harfhnefs,  I  had  been  fo  ofFcnJed  to 
hear  that  madame  lived  in  a  fcandalous  commerce 
with  your  hufband,  of  which  you  were  the  vitlim,— 
that  I  came  here  with  a  defign  of  grievoufly  infulting 
her,  and  cutting  my  lord  renermill's  throat,  if  I 
had  fcen  him  difpofed  to  take  her  part — Pardon, 
madame,  added  he,  turning  himfelf  with  an  Effected 
poHtenefs  to  Donna  Figuerrcz,  pardon  fuch  coarfe 
expreflions  in  the  mouth  of  an  Irithman,  whofc  hu- 
mour has  always  been  a  little  boitlerous.  I  think  it 
is  fufficient  to  fee  and  to  he^r  you,  to  take  up  a  quite 
different  opinion  of  you. 

A  compliment  of  this  nature,  which  would  have 
frightned  myfeif,  if  1  had  thought  1  had  not  penetrated 
into  the  intention  of  Viterbb,  finidied  the  difconcerting 
Donna  Figuerrcz.  Whether  flic  imagined  that  they 
were  ignorant  of  her  familiarity  with  my  brother, 
and  that  confufion  produced  in  her  the  cffe(^  of  re- 
pentance, or  whether  having  in  her  Kfs  blacknefs  and 
enormity,  than  levity  and  inclination  to  plcafure, 
(he  could  fee  nothing  happy  for  her  in  the  confeqiien- 
ces  of  an  intrigue  fo  openly  oppofcd.  In  recovering 
from  her  perplexity,  flic  conLenlcd  hcrfclf  with  making 
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bitter  complaints  of  the  injuftice  the  public  did  hef 
feiuiments.  You  i'ee,  replied  Viterbb  coldly,  that  all 
this  Is  founded  upon  the  familiarity  in  which  perhaps 
you  live  with  my  lord  ;  and  if  you  can  think  me  ca- 
pable of  giving  good  advice,  you  will  cut  off  this 
pretext  for  calumny.  The  embarrafmcnt  of  Donna 
Figuerrcz  would  have  begun  again,  if  my  fi(ler-in-law, 
contented  enough  to  fee  her  trembling  and  mortified, 
had  not  affefted  to  redouble  her  carefles,  to  take  away 
from  her  all  fufplcions  fhe  might  apprehend  of  any 
intelligence  between  us.  I  was  uncertain  where  this 
fcene  would  end,  and  I  was  meditating  on  fome  means 
to  affure  it  of  fuccefs,  when  word  was  brought  us 
that  my  lord  Tenermlll  waa  come  from  St  Germain. 
Donna  FIguerrez  feemcd  to  fetch  her  breath  again, 
whilft  fear  was  vifihly  painted  on  the  countenance  of 
my  fifter-inlaw.  As  to  inyfclf,  the  furprize-  of  aa 
incident  fo  little  expefted,  put  me  in  fufpenfe  what 
part  I  had  to  a£l  But  Tenermlll  had  already  got 
into  the  apartment,  and  the  informations  he  had  re- 
ceived from  his  porter,  making  him  haften  his  fteps,  his 
walk  feemcd  to  declare  as  much  fury  as  impatience. 

Flow  great  was  his  aftonifhment  to  fee  his  wife  fit- 
ting clofe  to  Donna  FIguerrez,  and  me  oppofiie  to 
them.  I  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  appearance  of 
gaiety,  which  I  had  afFc^'ed  during  our  whole  con- 
verfation.  We  got  up  when  we  faw  him  appear  ;  but 
his  furprife  had  detained  him  fome  moments,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  chamber  we  were  in.  I  apprehended 
that  this  inftant  was  decifivc.  I  encouraged  my  fifter- 
in-law  with  my  looks,  and  quickening  rayfelf  up  to 
affurance,  I  advanced  fome  paces  to  meet  him. — There 
have  happened,  faid  1,  great  alterations  in  your  ab- 
fence.  Heaven  has  difpofed  your  domertic  affairs 
with  fo  much  care,  that  it  has  eftablifhed  your  for- 
tune at  court.  Donna  FIguerrez  apprehends,  that  fhe 
is  obliged  to  return  to  Spain  :  She  could  not  tell  us 
the  news  without  grief,  continued  I,  cafling  on  him 
a  flolen  and  fmiling  look,  to  let  him  know,  that  I 
thought  myfclf  in  a  good  underftanding  with  her,  but 
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her  departure  is  neceffary.  She  will  leave  you,  bc- 
fides  your  own  liberty,  that  of  lodging  my  lady  with 
you.  You  will  have  the  fatisfaftion,  added  I,  of 
feeing  two  perfons  very  dear  to  you,  linked  in  a 
ftri6l  friendfhip,  the  moment  they  begin  to  kiiow  one 
another.  I  was  going  to  proceed;  and  I  confefs,  that 
in  the  confuilon  I  was,  I  fpoke  aimoft  at  random,  fol- 
lowing only  the  impreilion  made  on  me  from  the 
method  wc  had  taken  with  Donna  FIguerrez.  I  flat- 
tered myfelf,  that  daggered,  as  fhe  gave  me  room  to 
think  her,  and  out  ot  fear  and  fliame,  (he  would  fol- 
low the  path  chalked  out  for  her,  to  difengage  herfclf 
decently  from  a  place,  where  from  henceforth  fhc 
could  not  hope  for  more  fecurity  than  honour.  From 
thia  thought,  I  did  not  even  fear  to  fortify  the 
motive,  which  I  took  for  granted  he  had  to  part,  by 
throwing  out  fome  ambiguous  words  that  might  give 
TcnermiU  room  to  undcrlland,  flic  had  wifhed  for  the 
occafion  of  it ;  and  that  it  was  lefs  her  own  inclination, 
than  a  forced  complaifance,  that  detained  her  at  Sai- 
fons,  after  the  marriage  of  my  lady.  My  difcourfe, 
though  little  confidered,  produced  a  greater  effeft 
than  I  durft  have  hoped  from  it.  Tencrmill,  taking 
all  my  exprcflions  in  the  fenfe  they  were  f[)oken,  and 
not  being  able  to  conceive,  that  1  had  lent  to  Donna 
Figuerrez  fuch  fentiments  as  were  not  indeed  her  own, 
or  that  fhe  could  hare  difavowed,  was  piqued 
fo  much  at,thofe  that  I  had  attributed  to  her,  that  he 
pretended  to  receive  them  with  a  good  deal  of  in- 
difference. His  pride  afTiiled  us  fo  much  the  better, 
that  proceeding  fo  far  as  not  to  call  on  her  a  fingle 
look,  from  a  fear  of  giving  her  room  to  difcover  his 
vexation,  he,  on  the  contrary,  thought  of  nothing 
but  how  to  difgulfe  the  chagrin  that  devoured  him. 
Having  fat  down,  he  teFJfied  by  fome  cold  expref- 
fions,  and  the  moll  difengagcd  air  he  could  affc(?t,  that 
having  never  pretended  to  detain  her  againlt  her  will, 
he  fliould  do  her  no  violence  in  flopping  her.  She  was 
offended  in  her  turn  at  a  moderation  which  (o  flrongljr 
rcfcmblcd  a   contempt;  but  not  being   lefs  haughty, 
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or  lefi  capable  of  concealing  her  weaknefs,  file 
made  an  effort  to  anfwer  him  in  the  fame  tone;  that 
fhe  could  perceive  notliing  more  than  he  to  hinder  her 
parting  without  regret,  and  that  flie  was  charmed  to 
have  fuch  worthy  people  wltnefTes  of  her  dlfpofitivins, 
who  were  capableof  juftifying  thein  by  their  telUmony. 
She  atofe  off  her  chair,  and  redoubled  her  cotnplimenta 
to  my  liiter-In  law.  I  know  not  whether  he  had  fu- 
fpeded  her  of  thinking  to  be  gone  immediately,  or 
whether  he  would  be  fo  much  alarmed  at  it  as  to  make 
any  motion  to  flop  her  ;  but  the  fame  moment  a  fcr- 
vant    brought    in  word,    that   the  count    and  countefs 

of  S were  come  from  Paris  ;  (withouthaving  fore- 

feen  indeed  that  they  (hould  find  him  at  Salfons,  but 
reckoning  neverthelefs  that  he  would  return  there  in 
the  evening,  and  propufing  to  join  their  perfuMfjt.'Ms,  to 
mine  and  to  my  lady's  inflances,  to  call  liim  hack  tti 
the  obligations  of  his  marriage.)  It  wa^  from  her  this 
thought  proceeded,  after  fhe  had  relifhed  the  plan  that 
heaven  had  infpired  me  with.  She  had  difpatched  one 
of  her  fervants  to  Paris,  to  prefs  them  to  come  Imme- 
dlaiely  to  Saifons.  She  had  even  entreated  them  to 
bring  her  fon  with  them,  whom  fhe  had  put  our  to 
nurfe,  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Paris,  to  an  Irifh  wo- 
man, whom  1  myfelf  had  recommended.  reiiermill 
had  never  yet  feen  his  fon,  although  we  had  not  con- 
cealed from  him  that  flie  was  delivered  of  it  in  a  town 
in  Flanders.  In  chufing  to  follow  the  raoft  fvveet  ways 
of  tendernefs  to  move  her  hufband,  flie  had  thought, 
with  reafon,  that  the  fight- of  an  infant  of  that  age 
would  make  fome  impreftion  on  the  heart  of  a  father. 
The  reft  of  this  fcheme  was  the  Invention  of  Viterbb. 

TenermlU  having  returned  more  fpcedily  than  we 
expelled  from  St  Germain,  becaufe  he  had  miffed  the 
king,  who  was  gone  that  morning  to  Fcuntainbleau, 
was-  fo  amazed  at  every  thing  he  had  feen  in  his  houfe, 
that  a  mind  lefs  firm  and  fleady  would  have  fhewn 
more  perplexity  in  the  fame  fituation.  When  to  the 
trouble,  from  which  he  could  not  defend  himfelf, 
they  came  to  add  that  which  he  felt   from   the  arri- 
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^d  of  the  count  and  countefs,  he  loft  all  the  atten- 
tion he  had  given  to  the  anfwer  of  Donna  Figuerisez. 
Whilit  he  went  out  in  hafte  to  meet  the  count,  he 
did  not  at  all  obferve  that  ftie  had  ftole  out  of  the 
anartment,  and  he  even  lefs  mlllrufted  her  rcfolution, 
of  being  gone  immediately  to  Paris.  I  thought  I 
penetrated  the  views  that  made  her  fly.  I  even  took 
advantage  of  the  motion,  that  the  arrival  of  the 
count  and  countefs  h:id  caufed,  privately  to  order 
my  valet  to  watch  her  fteps  ;  and  when  a  moment 
after  he  had  fignified  to  me  by  a  token,  that  (he 
had  forfaken  the  houfe,  I  found  my  mind  more  at 
liberty  ;  and  1  did  not  doubt  but  my  lady's  party- 
was  much  the  ftronger  for  it. 

Indeed,  as  if  heaven  had  taken  care  to  guide  the 
count's  tongue,  his  firll  compliments  were  congra- 
tulation* on  the  happinefs  of  the  good  underiland- 
ing  he  faw  between  my  brother  and  his  wife  ;  and, 
not  in  the  leaft  doubting  but  I  had  fortunately  atchie- 
ved  what  he  had  hoped  to  have  given  fuccefs  to  by  his 
aid,  he  afliimed  the  moll  ferious  voice  of  rea- 
fon  and  friendfhip  to  afTure  Tenermill,  that  the  fide, 
to  which  he  had  fuppofed  him  determined,  was  the 
only  one  agreeable  to  his  fortune  and  honour.  A 
difcourfe,  which  fo  feafonably  fcconded  our  efforts, 
produced  without  doubt  a  new  motion  in  the  heart 
of  my  brother.  I  read  in  his  eyes  the  exccfs  of  hi8 
agitation  ;  and  my  lady  made  the  fame  obfervation. 
Siic  thought,  that  all  the  happinefji  of  her  life  de- 
pended on  that  lucky  moment ;  and  quitting  her 
chair  to  caft  herfelf  at  the  knees  of  her  hufl)and, 
(lie  embraced  them  with  an  ardour  in  which  one 
could  eafily  perceive  that  even  intercft  had  a  lefs 
iharc  than  love,  with  which  (he  appeared  to  be  en- 
tirely pofleflcd.  She  requclled  of  him  rcpofe,  ho- 
nour, life,  which  all  depended  on  thofe  fcntimcnts, 
which  (lie  conjured  \\'\\n  to  have  for  her.  Was  it  fub- 
mifllon  which  he  dcfired  in  a  wife?  She  would  not 
live  but  to  obey  and  plcafc  him.  Was  it  gratitude 
and  love  ?  She  had  confccrated  her  heart   to   thofe 
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two  tender  paflions,  and  duty  could  not  make  a  la" 
for  her  nr^ore  binding  than  her  own  dcfires.  Whi 
then  mult  Ihe  do  to  obtain  that  which  flic  demandc 
by  fo  many  titles  ?  Muft  flie  forget  all  her  rights,  b 
confeffing  that  flie  held  nothing  but  from  his  goodnefs 
She  was  ready  to  look  on  every  thing  as  a  favour. 

We  interrupted  this  ardent  effufion  of  affedionat 
fentiments,  as  much  to  relieve  the  tendernefs  c 
our  own  hearts  as  the  embarrafmcnt  of  Tenermil 
Mine  was  pierced  with  what  I  heard.  Ah  !  m 
lord,  cried  I,  fliedding  fome  tears,  you  would  b 
too  great  an  enemy  to  virtue,  if  duty  fliould  ap 
pear  to  you  rigorous  under  this  form.  How  ?  fai 
the  countefs  with  the  fame  compaflion,  can  you  b 
fo  infenfible,  as  to  refill  fo  much  fweetnefs  and  ( 
many  charms  ?  The  count  joined  us  with  a  voic 
more  compofed  ;  my  lord,  faid  he  to  my  brolhei 
I  fliould  have  a  difficulty  to  comprehend  what  it  i 
you  look  for  in  a  wife,  if  you  be  not  moved  by  f 
much  merit  and  love,  when  the  king's  goodnei 
annexes  to  it  all  the  advantages  of  fortune.  In  fine 
Viterbb,  who  hitherto  had  the  power  of  containlni 
himfelf,  added  with  an  impatient  air  ;  my  lord 
my  lord,  me^ifures  are  not  always  kept  with  a  gii 
whom  a  man  has  deceived,  but  honour  lays  dovv: 
different  rules  in  marriage  ;  and  moreover  do  yoi 
confider,  that  what  may  be  let  alone  with  refpeft  t" 
a  W'ife,  is  due  to  her  family  ? 

Tcnermill  was  going  to  anfwer,  and  I  was  in  th 
mean  time  perfuadcd,  that  yielding  already  to  th 
force  of  circumltances,  he  was  only  feeking  for  ex 
preflions  to  explain  to  us  the  change  of  his  notions 
But  the  countefs  prevented  him,  by  prefenting  to  hin 
his  fon,  whom  flie  took  out  of  the  arms  of  his  nurfe 
1  was  furprifed  myfelf  at  a  fight  I  by  no  mean 
€xpe6lcd,  and  I  fliould  have  laughed  at  the  fancy  o 
my  fiflcr,  if  the  effeA  of  this  new  fcene  had  not  per 
fuaded  me  that  flie  knew  the  fecrets  of  nature  bette 
than  I  did.  Tenermill  looked  on  the  ii.fant  fomi 
moments,  whom  they  (hewed  him  for  his  fon.     H< 
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then  caft  his  eyes  on  his  wife.  His  looks  were  enli- 
vened in  a  moment  ;  his  very  countenance  kindled 
up.  Jf  not  a  fingle  word  cfcaped  him,  it  feemed  to 
be  confufion,  or  fome  other  fiibjeft  of  awe,  that  tied 
his  tongue.  At  length,  inclining  his  head  on  the 
face  of  his  fon,  he  fattened  to  it  for  a  moment  his 
lips,  and  with  tlie  fame  motion  raifed  himfelf  up  with 
a  paffionate  air,  and  a  thoufand  times  embraced  his 
wife.  She  made  no  anfwer  to  fuch  dear  carefles  but 
by  tears  of  tendernefs,  with  which  we  mingled  ours. 


The    END. 
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